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1941 - THE E .. OF CRISIS D I D~CISION 

1942 - THE PRELUDE TO VIC ORY 

By 
Dr. Abba Hil lel Silver 

At 
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On 
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Last year I concluded my summary at the end of the year by 

sa)ing: "This is how the year 1941 dawns upon the r orld. There is fer in 

our hearts. But there is also in the hearts of all freedom-loving men a growin • 

trust and confidence. There is a growing confidence thtit perhaps we have 

already_ seen the darkest hour and that perhaps before long we may be privileged 

to see the first glimmer of hope. So we are going to steel our he'rts and 

our wills and our souls for thatever will happen. v, e are going to resolve in 

our he ~rts th~t it is better to die as free men t han to live as slaves and to do 

our utmost to see that the axis shall not v; in this ar.u 

In 1941, dear friends, we were privileged to see more than a glimmer. 

During this past year ·e witnessed the first dis,strous defeat of the heretofore 

invincible armies of Hitler in Russia. In 1941 we itnessed the entrance of 

our own country into the war with all out belli erance a .ainst Hitler. These 

are the two outstanding anq important events of 1941 and they are more than 

a glimmer of hope. They will probably be written down in history as marking 

the decisive turning point in the econd • orld ·ar. 

The entrance of Japan into this war in the closing d ys of this year 

will undoubtedly prolong the struggle, but it can not chan~e the odds against 

an Axis victory. Japlan, just like Italy in 1940, thought t ha t the war was 

over, that the Nazis ,\ere near enough to turn spy-glasses on f1oscow, and 

Japan entered the war just as Italy entered in the hope of sharing loot, 

but like Italy, Japan gambled and lost. Japan proved a formidable foe -

like the Nazis, hard and treacherous, as well armed and well pre ~)ared. But 

the growing might of the United tates and of Great Britain and of China, 

and of the Netherlands and 1 ter on perhaps also the Russians, will wear 

it down into utter exhaustion and defe t. 

The odds are increasingly against an Axis victory. A billion people, 

controlling thirty million square miles of territory are pitting their strength 

against a population nµu;enting le. s 'fhti one-fourth of the globe and le s than 
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The continental members of the xis Germany, Italy -- are ef·'ectively blockaded 

and their resources are diminishing month by month. Their fighting manpo· er is 

decreasing. Their military machine is runnin down month by month. Japan, too, 

will find herself, after the first flush of victory, hemmed in and encircled, 

its economy sadly shattered d its refources cut off. 

The Allied nations have the vorld ' resources to dra from. The British 

Common ealths are vastly increasi day by day their military out-put, and 

the great giant United St&tes of America is jut beginning to get int? stride . 

So that e have on the one side cwnulative strength and on the other ide steady 

deterioration. 

The enemy, of course, is far from being crushed. He wi 11 score man more 

victories, and notable victories. But he can not n the war . That was 

determined vhen merica first resolved in the e'rly days of 1941 to give all 

out aid to Greet Britain and to the n · tion fighting the Axis when it passed 

the Lease-Lend measure . That the Axis can not win the mr was demonstrated 

when the Russians, a month ago , began their amazing counter-offensive on 

Moscow at Rostov and since then have driven the invincible armies of Hitler back 

across the snow plains of Russia in bitter defeat, afte~ strewing these plains 

with mo e than a million Nazi dead. They demonstrated that the Nazis can not 

win the war. For the first time Hitler 's time-table did not click. For the 

first time he was compelled to abandon the campaign ·hich the Ru~sians , by 

the way, would not permit him to abandon. For the first time he had to swallow 

his boasting . The Russian campaign baffled him. It was incomprehensibl~ 

th~t the tlussians did not collapse according to schedule. He raved in impotent 

rage. He called them inhuman beasts who don't knov· when they are licked 

these Jewish Bolsheviks -- but to no avail . Thee god-like" r rans" are now on their 

wa · back ,;i th their frozen tt.ils behind them. 
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He had to dismiss his supreme commander and take over himself. He 

will now conduct the war by intuition. But 

they are not likely to be impre~sed by the milit ry intuition of the sign- painter , 

Hitler . 

The British, too, in Lybia, demonL vrated that the Nazis can not win the 

war . They, too, have punctured holes in the Nazi invincibility. The British 

started the yeir well in Northern Africa by shattering those other invincible 

armies -- those of wussolini - they fled so fast, these black- shirts before 

the soldiers of the decadent democracie. that the latter couldn't keep up ith 

them -- even on motorcycles. Then came the demand , the urgent, precsing 

demand for re-inforcement in Greece -- that valiant little country which 

defied the might of Italy and Germany for so long, nd General Y avel you 

will recall drastically depleted his African armies in order to send 

re-inforcement to Greece. The strong German force was waiting for him 

south of ~engazi and struck a t Greece. Its greatly reduced and outn bered 

Army, in April was forced to retreat to Egypt . But by November the British 

had rebuilt their forces in Egypt, and aided by American tanks and America 

planes, the attacked bain and smashed the armies· of Gener Rommel and 

cleaned them out of Lybia a second time and are now deep in Tripolitania . 

The Allied armies demonstrated, in 1941 , that given armies, given tanks, given 

plans, they are more t han a match for the Nazi invincibles -- Blitzkrieg is 

ausgespilt~ 

Early 1941 saw the German rmies rolling on in the course of world 

conflict. The closin months of 1941 see them rolling back. ,hat was 

said of by the Prophet, Isaiah, has come true also in the case 

of this would-be rorld conqueror. 

There was one other great azi failure in 1941 -- as significant in 
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a sense, as the failure in the Russian campaign -- thut is, their failur to 

in the buttle of the 1tlantic, their f~ilure to lockade the Briti h Isles 

upon hich Hitler counted so much, and on the basis of ;hich he promised so 

much to the G,rman oeople . He failed in 1940 to invade the British Isles and 

he failed in 1941 to bloc~ade it. In 1941 that little i land is better 

protected than at any time before. 

These set-backs have aroused gre,t hope~ among the subjugated peoples 

of ~urope . The smolderin pirit of revolt is not only being kept alive , 

but victories over the axis forces hrve frequently flared out in sabot ge , 

active resistance -- in the case of Jugoslavia, Norway , Pol nd -- have made 

Hitler realize that Europe will refuse to be pacified by Hitler's terror 

and discipline and docilely to accept hi ne order. 

Hitler is worried as he has never been orried before. You can see 

it in his speeches. There is a new note. He t lk much less now about 

conquest and victory and even much le s about destr oying Bolshevism in the 

world. He no. talks about saving Germany. And he is hoping to hold his 

people in line no more by the prospect of brilliant victories, but by the 

fear of hat will happen to them if he is defeated. 

In all this there is more than a glimmer of hope for man.kind. 

ForAmerica, the year 1941 began as a ear of great indecision of 

great confusion, of furious de te. The isolationists confused our people 

and retarded preparedness. Every measure proposed by the Administration 

strengtheruui the forces fighting Hitler in anticipation of the approaching 

day when America would be catapulted into war, the Lease-Lend, arming our 

merchant ships, the extension of the draft - were furiously opposed by 

men inside and outside Congress, by the Lindbergh's, the Wheele rs, the America 

Firsters and by Nazi am Fascist sympathizers who tried to tell America at 
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it need fear no attack from the Axis and t ha t it ou ht to do nothing to provoke 

them. All ho errlorsed the foreign policy of the Administra tion , ere randed 

as war-mongers. 

But December 7, Pearl Harbor, fully quieted all of them, e.xposed either 

their naivete, or t heir ignorance, or their mendacit in to ~ilence. And 

many of these spurious peace-mon ers are f as t becominF. the mos t fiery ar whoopers

up in the country, now trying to outdistance the Adminis tration. 

Fotunately for our country, we had a keen, wise d courageous leadership 

in the hite House, a man who kept warning his people, prodding his country, 

a man who read clearl~ the signs of the times f rom t he ver beginning of the 

rise of Hitler to this this day, a man ho interpreted clearl the sinking 

of1he Robin toor, the Greer, the Kearny, , a man who knew 

that these military desperadoes are out to con uer the \ orld -- that the 

United t ates vould not escape. 

So, in spite of the isol tionists and t heir loud shouting, in spite 

of denunci tions from Ve ious sources, President Roosevelt a nd the men of 

his Administra tion kept on doing wh~t had to be done and ~hat could be 

done, stimulating the industrial output, expanding plants, buildin new ones, 

coordinated American industry for l a rge-scale prod,ction of tanks and pl .nes 
~ting 

and munitions the hundreds of thousands of men into u1ilitary camps, 

establishing necessary outposts in Iceland, reenland and elsewhere so that when 

America was catapulted into the war in the 1ort.hof December, our country was 

not altogether unprepared. 

The closing days of 1941 found our country for the first time since the 

lat world war a united people, a patriotically-aroused people,~ people ready 

to m·ke whatever sacrifice it may be called upon to make willingly, to s ave 

America. All forms of bigotry, intolerance have gone underground for the 

duration. Anti-semitism has gone underground for the durLtion. The American 
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people understand clearly now what it should have understood -- that anti-semitisrn 

is a form of Nazi attack, part of the total war program, a branch of fiftJ colwnn 

activity of azi origin. ·e are a united people today. But we are girding 

ourselves today for the great struggle a.head. 

Not only was our country prepared for the ar in a militar~ s ense. It 

was also prepared for it in a spiritual sense. President Roosevelt understood 

as did Churchil that it was necessary to set clearly before the fightingforces of 

free men the ob ·ectives of :ar. · ihat are they fighting for? .'hat can they look 

forward to at the end of the war -- a charter which men would unde rite with 

blood, if necessary. So you will recall that dramatic meeting in mid-Atlantic 

which resulted in the drafting of the eight point stt,ement of peace in the 

Atlantic. e are fighting for a free world, for free men. l e are fighting 

to make possible the basic freedom for human bein s -- freedom of peech, 
freedom of worship. 

freedom of thought, freedom of press, ie are fighting to put an end to 

unbridled brutality, to international ararchy, to the suppre sion of racial 

minorities or religious minorities. \e are fighting to create the kind of 

a world in which every individual belongs and has certain rights and v,hich 

rights will not be abrop-ated by dictators and tyrants. ~,e are fighting 

for a world of peace, international jus tice. 

hile th war itself will not achieve it, while the armistice itself 

will not automatically bring about that kind of a world, the ctefeat of Hitler 

and what he stands for -- thut recrudescent barbarism, that twentieth century 

barbarism, that racialism and chauvenism -- will be destroyed, and the ground 

will be cleared for another earnest effort to build a world in which free men 

will live in dignity and security. 
friendly 

It is good that we have now a united/fnll world fighting this desperate 

foe. , It is good that we have agreed not to make a separate peace with any or 
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all defeated peoples . It is good to kno~ that a billion people are today banded 

together to put an end to that which has fflicted the world now for all too 

long . 

,e e enter the year 194~ with no fear in our he rts, but with high 

hope and confidence . ,e are entering a year which we believe will be the 

prelude to victory and peace . But also the months hich will follow 

will call forth from each of us the maximum contribution which he can make in 

his sphere , his world , in his job, to total victory which is sure to come --

a hard year, but a year in which we c n see beyond the horizon -- victory. 
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Th-.re is a gro ino- \,; onfidence t'l t oPrh· pe we hr e al ad een 

th darkest hour 

::>rivilege to see the first gli nmer of hope . 0 e re goinc t, steel our harts 

an our i l ls 8 n an] our souls or wha tever will ha oen I . 
e . ie are go.:.ng to resolve in our hec1rts t.at it 1S bi=>tter to die as 

fr e men tnan to live as s.aves and to do our utmoft to see t . .). th xi~ sha1 1 not I., 

win ti~ ·c:1.r . 
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Last ear I concluded my summary at the end of the year by 

sa rings "This is ho the ye r 1941 da s upon the :orld. The e i s re r in 

our he. rts. But there is also in the he·rt8 of all freedom-loving men a ro in 

trust and confidence. There is a growing confidence th t erhaps e have 

already seen the darjt'.est hour and that p rhaps before lon ·e may be privileeed 

to see the first glltlmer of hope. So e ..... re oin to steel our ne rts and 

our wills and our souls for .:h tever will happen. e ure goin to resolve in 

our he cl.rts t h·4t it is better to die as fr e en t an to live s slaves nnd to do 

our utmost to see th t the axis shall not .in this w r." 

In 1941, dear friends, e tiere rivileged to see more than a glimmer. 

Durin this past year we .itnessed t he first dis straws defeat of the her etofore 

invincible armies of Hitler in Russia. In 1941 .e itnessed the entrance ot 

our own country into the ar ith all out belligerance a ainat Hitler. These 

are tm two out..., tanding and important events or 1941 and t hey are more than 

a glimmer of hope. They .ill proba ly be written do in history as lDlrking 

the decisive turning point in the Second , orld ar. 

The entrance of Japan into this r in the closing .. s of this ye r 

will undoubted.! prolong the strug le, but it can not change the odds against 

an Axis victory. Japlan, just like Ital in 1940, though ... t the r as 

over, that the Nazis ere ne enough to tum spy-glasses on •osco, and 

Japan entered. the war just as Italy entered in the hope of sh ring loot, 

but like Italy, Japan gambled and lost. Japan proved a formidable foe -

like the Nazis, ha.rd and treacheroua, as well armed and ell pre. ared. But 

the erowing mi ht of the United t tes and of Great Britain and of China, 

and of the Nether lands, and later on perhaps lso the Ru sians, 11 e r 

it down into utter exhaustion and defe t. 

The odds are increasingly against an Axi victory. A billion eople, 

controlling thirty llilllon square miles of territory are pittin t.~eir trength 

against a popul: tion representin le s than one-fourth of t he globe and less than 
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The continental members of the Axis - Germany, Ital.y - are ef fectively blockaded 

and their resources are diminishing month by month. Their fighting manpo ,er is 

decreasing. Their military machine is running down month by month •. Japan, too, 

will find herself, after the first nush of victory, hemmed in and encircled, 

its economy sadly shattered and its resources cut off. 

The Allied nations have the \';orld' .-:i resources to draw from. The British 

Commonwealths fl.re vastly increasine; dey b)' day tr.eir military out-put, and 

the great giant United St&tes of merica is just beginning to get into stride. 

So that we have on the one side cum.ulati ve strength and on the other side steady 

deterioration. 

The enemy, of cource, is far from being crushed. He .will score many more 

victories, and notable victories. But he c· n not itn the .mr. That was 

determined when America tirst resolved in thee rly days of 1941 to give all 

out aid to Great Britain and to the nations fighting the Axie when it passed 

the Lease-Lend measure. That the Axis can not win the war was " 8lllon tra ted 

when the Russians, s: month &. o, began their amazing counter-offeasive on 

Moscow at Rostov and since then have driven the invincible armies of Hitler back 

acroEs the snow plains of Russia in bitter defeat, a~te~ strewing these plains 

with mor• than a million Nazi _dead. They demonstrated that the Nazis can not 

win the war. For the first time Hitler• s time·-table did not click. For the 

first time he w s compelled. to abandon the campaign hich the Russians, by 

the way, would not perm! t him to abandon. For the first time he had to s~iallow 

his boasting. The Russian campaign baffled him. It was incom.rehensible 

that the Russians did not collapse according to schedule. He raved in impotent 

rage. He called them inhuman beasts ho don't kno when they are licked -

these Jewish Bolsheviks - but to no avail. Thec::e god-like "Aryans" are now on ~'leir 

way back with their fro?en tails behind them. 
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He hatl to dismiss his supreme commander and take over himself. He 

will n conduct the ar by intuition. But -
they are not likel to be impre sed b , the military intui ti n of the sign-painter, 

Hitler. 

The Bri ti ah, too, in ybia, demon . ., rated th t t azis can not :in the 

war. They, too, have . unctured hole ... in the Nazi :.nvincibility. The British 

started the ye r ell in Northern Africa b · shatterin those other invincible 

rmies - those of u~sollni - they fled so fast, these black-shirts before 

the soldiers of the decadent democracies that the latter couldn't keep up ,i th 

them - even on motorcycles. The came the deuand, the urgent, pre f- Sing 

demand for re-inforcement in Greece - that v liant little country hich 

defied the might of Italy and ermany for so long, nd General avel ;ou 

will recall drastically depleted his fr1.can in o er to send 

re-inforcement to Greece. The strong German fore as a1 ting for him 

south of Bengazi and struck a t Greece. Its greatly reduced and outn ...mbcred 

Anay, in A ril was forced to retreat to Egypt. But by November the British 

had rebuilt their forces in Egypt, and aided b American tanks and erica 

planes, the ~ a ttac ed ·~ a.in and smashed the armies or General Rommel and 

cleaned them out of Lybia a secom time arrl are now deep in ripolitania. 

The Allied rmies demonstrated, in 1941, tbut given armie, given tanke, given 

plans, they are more t !B.D a match or the I azi invincibles - Bli t~krieg is 

ausgespilt1 

~rly 1941 sa the German rmies rolling on in the course of • orld 

contllct. The closin onths of 1941 se. them rollln • ck. What ·ae 

caid of by the Prophet, Isaiah, ha come true o 1n the case 

of thi would-be .. orld conqueror. 

There was one other great azi failure in 1941 - as significant in 
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a sense, as the failure in the Russian campaign - th t is, thei.r r ilur to 

n the b ttle of the .tlantic, their f~ilur to lockade the British Isles 

upon hich Hitler counted so much, and on the basis of hich he promised so 

much to the G rman people. He railed in 1940 to invade the British Isles and 

he failed in 1941 to blockade it. In 1941 that little island is better 

protected than at any time b fore. 

These set-backs have roused gre· t hopes among t e ...,ubjugated eoples 

of Europe. The smoldering ~pirit of rP-volt is not only being kept live, 

but victories over the axis forces have frequently fl red out in sabotage, 

active resistance - in the case of JugoslaviE!-, No ay, Poland - ve made 

Hitler realize that Europe will refuse to be acified by Hitler's t error 

and discipline and docilely to accept his ne order. 

Hitler is worried as he has never been orried before. You can see 

it in his speeches. There is a new note. He s uch le► s nO\ bout 

conquest and victory and ~ven much le s about destr,ying Bolshevism in the 

·orld. He no talks bout aving Germany. And he is hoping to hold his 

peo .. le in line no more by the prospect of brilliant victories, but by the 

fear of at will happen to them if he is defeated. 

In all this there is more than a glimmer of hope for mankind. 

For.America, they r 1941 began as a e4r ot gre t indecision1or 

gre t confusion, or furious debate. The isol tionists confused our eople 

-and reta ad preparedness. Every measure pro osed by the Administr tion I 

strengthenml the forces fighting Hitler in antici • tion of the approaching 

day hen America would be catapulted into war, the Lease-Lend, rming our 

merchant ships, the extension or the draft - ere furiou~l opposed by 

men inside and outside Congress, by the Lindbergh's, the heelers, the America 

Firsters and by Nazi and Fascist sympathizers ho tried to tell erica at 
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it need feLr no ttack from the Axis and th(t it ou ht to do nothing to provoke 

them. All who emorsed the foreign polic of the Administration ere hrandad 

as war-mongers. 

But December 7, Pearl Harbor, full quieted all of them, exposed either 

their naivete, or their ignorance, or • eir mendacity in to silence. And 

many of these spurious peace-mongers are f nt becomini the mot fier r hooper~ 

up in the country, no- tryin to outdistance the Administration. 

Fozun tely for our country, we had a een, ise and courageous leadership 

in the White House, a man ho kept arning his people, .rodding his country, 

a man who re· .. d cle. rl the signs of the times from t he v~ry beginning of the 

ri e of Hitler to this ~ < y, a man who interpreted clearl the sinking 

of 1he F.obin oor, the Greer the K_arny, .• a man ho kne 

tha.t t ese milit ry desperadoes a.re out to con'"'uer t}ie orld - th1 the 

United t tea would not escape. 

So, in spite of the isolationists and t heir loud houting, in spite 

of denunci·tions from Vt ious sources, resident Roosevelt nd the en or 

his Administration kept on doin a t had to be done and .h.El t could be 

done, stimulating the iniustrial output, expanding plants, building ne ones, 

coordinated American industry for large-scale roduction of tanks and planes 

~ting 
and munitions the hundreds of thousands of men into ·.ilit ry camps, 

establishing neces ary outposts in Iceland, Greenland and el~e here so th t hen 

America was catapulted into the w r in the orih of December, our c untry s 

not altogether unprepared. 

The closin d ys or 1941 found our country for th first time ince the 

lar- t orld w r a united people, a patrioticall roused eo le,· people ready 

tom. e whatever sacrifice it y be called upon to make willingly, to s ve 

America. All fol'U18 of bigotry, intolerance ve gone urxierground for the 

duration. Anti-,,emitism has gone under round for the dur tion. The men.can 
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people understand clearly now hat it hould h ve understood - thi t nti-semitism 

is a form of Nazi attack, art of the total war ro~ra.m, ah anch of fifty column ( 

activity of Nazi origin. e are a united people today. But e e girding 

ourselves toda for the great ~truggle ~~ead. 

ot only • s our country · prepared for the ·ar in a ilit r 7 sense. It 

as also prepared for it in as iritual ~ense. Prec;ident Roosevelt understood 

as did Churchill that 1 t s nece sary to set cle!::.rly before the f ghtingforces at 

free men the objectives of ,ar. 7lhat are they fighting for? t can they look 

forward to at the end of the r - a charter which men would UJrlerwrite ith 

blood, if necessary. So you will recall th· t dramatic meeti in mid-Atlantic 

hich resulted in the dr· fting of the eight oint s-.tement of ace in the 

tlantic. , e are fighting for a free world, for free men. e are fighting 

to make possible the basic freedom for human beings - freedom of ~peech, 
freedom or worship. 

freedom of thought, freedom of ress, ~e re fighting to put an end to 

unbridled rutality, to international ar rcpy, to the suppre sion of racial 

minorities or religious minorities. e ~re fighting to ere te the kind of 

a world in which every individual belongs and has certain rights and h1ch 

1i.ghts d.11 not be a bro ated by dictators and tyrants. ·e re fightin£ 

for a orld o£ pe ce, international ju tice. 

While th war itself 11 not achieve it, whil.e the armi tice itselt 

will not automatically brin about that kind of orld, the def eat o l1 tler 

and rn·t.t he stands for - tht. t recndescent oorb rism, that t entieth century 

barbarism, that racialism and chauvenism - . 11 be destrnyed, and the ground 

ill be cleared for another earnest effort to build a orld in which free men 

will live in dignity and security. 
friendl,Y 

It is good that e have no a united/ world fighting this des rate 

toe. It is good th t e have agreed not to make a se rate peace th any or 
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all defeated pe ples. It is good to kno • that a billion eople are to a./ 

together to put an end to that which ha~ ffllcted the rld no for 11 too 

long. 

e e enter t e ear 194,: with no f e · r in our he rts, ut th high 

hope and confidence. ie are entering a year ich we believe will be the 

prelude to victory and peace. But also the months ,hich will follow 

will call forth from each or us the maximum contribution which he c make in 

his sphere, his orld, in hi Job, to total victory hich i.. sure to come -

a bard year, bu~ a year in ich e can see be ond the horizon - victory. 

ed 




