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THE FRANCE THAT ILL NOT DIE 

In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the ~ ri ting 
of "The arseillaise" 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, April 26, 1942 
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This is a dark hour in the history of rance ... ~any countries have been 

defe ted in the last fe years. Few indeed have c· nsented to collaborate with 

the enemy who defeated t hem. Recently unoccupied France has come under the 

political control of one who represents the hour of betrayal, who has been the 

advocate - the arch-advocae in collaboration with the enemy not only of France, 

but of mankind. One is inclined to ask Laval, Petain - all the men of Vichy: 

With whom is France asked to collaborate? With a Hitler who regards France as 

the mortal enemy of Germany, vmo stated: "There exits external conflict bet ween 

Germany and France" which can only be resolved by the complete annihilation of 

France; the man who wrote that France relentlessly throttles us and robs our 

strength; and that Germany must undertake every sacrifice which may help bring 

about a nullification of the French drive for European hegemony; a man who summoned 

his people 11for a decisive ac ive settlement with France and a final decisive battle 

for the vastest German final goals." I have quoted from ein Kampf. It is with 

this man and his followers th t men of Vichy now ask France to collaborate. 

When France was strong, Hitler never sought collaboration or alliance with 

her. In his textbook hich is the Bible of Nazism, Hitler wrote: "InEurope there 

can be for Germany in the predictable future only two allies - Englan:i and Italy". 

This England which Laval so bitterly denounced, Hitler courted as an ally against 

France, as an ally ultimately a6ainst Russia. For as you know one of the three 

or four main pil l ~rs of the foreign policy of Hitler is the t _rritorial expansion 

of the Reich on the Continent of Europe, eastward to Russia. And France, Hitler 

was persuaded, was thwarting its territorial expansion to Russia. Hitler was 

~ r suaded that he would make of Russia easy prey but for French protection. 

And Hitler throughout the years of his ascendancy to power and after his ascendancy 

to power ridiculed the German critiques of England. He denounced those who 

criticized England for maintianing its great sea power and for retaining its 

colonies. Hitler ridiculed Rathenau and other Gennans who tried to reach an 
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understanding with France. He saw in that "fawning before the great nation and suing 

like a lover for ranee's favor. Hitler's foreign policy was based on exploiting 

England's horror of any "undue rise of a continental pow .;;r in the world scale"· on 

the hope that England would look askance at the French attempts at hegemony"; and 

sooner or later French policy would inevitably come into collision ith British 

interests." 

Hitler a.brays pitted England against France, just as Laval is now attempting 

to pit France against E;ngland. Her hole policy was to isolate France and then 

annihilate her. It was part of Hitler's testament to his people, that he wrote 

about in Mein Kampf -- never to tolerate two continental powers in Europe. It was 

to be either Germany or France. 

ow it is with this sworn enemy of France that the men of Vichy make it 

easier to destroy these united nations and thereby make it possible ultimately to 

achieve supremacy on the continent of Europe ith t e destruction of France. • 

or the time being, of course, Hitler has put aside the idea of annihilating 

France, because the war is not yet over. He finds it necessary to protect his 

.estern Front. So he will flirt with conquered France, possibly make some concessions 

until he no longer has need for France. Then he will destroy it. A Hitler victory 

will seal the doom of a ranee whom v.e all know and hom e all love. 

Whom are the en of Vichy asked to collabor<te? ith a man whose peace 

treaties and alliances are matters of day to day expediency. 

Hitler announced to the orld that Bolshevism must be destroyed, that it is 

t ne enemy of civilization, that g I I this regime hich is a curse to civilization. 

Hitler wrote in his book that the Rulers of Russia are common blood-stained criminals, 

the scum of humanity, that they have established the most frightful regime of 

tyranny of all time, that the Russians are a combination of a rare mixture of 

bestial horror with an unconceived gift of lying." Hitler wrote that "one does not 

conclude a treaty with someone whose sole interest is the destruction of his partners." 
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He did conclude such a treaty v. ithRussia. 

the time. He needed it to des troy Poland. 

It r-,as th e expedient thing to do at 

He didn I t wish to fi f ht t he Soviet 

Union at the same time. /hen Poland was destroyed, there was no longer any need 

for collaboration with this scum of the earth so he proceeded to break his treaty 

and inva e the Soviet Union. 

It is ~~th this man and t ·s regime built upon lies, treachery, that the 

conquered people, the men of Vichy ask France to col laborate. 

is France to collaborate? A ainst England, again t the United 

Airl against hom 

tates. Aaainst 

England that fought side by side with France twenty-five years ago, as England 

fought side by side with France until the very hour of defeat. An ' against the 

United States, the new France has been tied in a thousand ways for more than 
# 

150 years, since the time of Lafayette, Benjamin Franklin, the Declaration of 

Independence right to the present day. It is to coi laborDte against the United 

States to whom France gave as a symbol of its unity, of its spiritual solidarity 

th t magnificent statue which now stands in the Harbor in the gateway to the 

ew orld, Bedloe Island, the utatue of Liberty enlightening the world. It is 

the symbol of two great peoples pledged to one great i deal, the ideal of liberty 

in the world. 

Truly that can not be so. The future of ranee does not lie in servility 

to a mad Medievalist across the thine, a grotesque anachronism -- ranee's future 

can not be bowrl up ith a man, with a Regime which is trying to build in the 

heart of Europe, in an age when empires throughout the world are dissolving, 

who is trying to capture national hegemony for his people and reduce all ct.her 

peoples to one degree or another of serfdom, in an age when all people, large and 

small are reaching out for freedom, self-determination and voluntary federation 

for the common good. France's future certainly can not be tied up with Hitler's. 

Certainly 11·rance does not believe in this graveyard world, this antiquated system 

of thought and way of life. 

The destiny of France is bound up with the future of the world, with a 
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With luxury and pride surrounded, 
The vile, insatiate despots dare 
Their thirst of powerand gold unbounded 
To mete and vend the light and air. 
Like beasts of burden would they load us, 
Like gods, would bid their slaves adore: 
But man is man, and who is more? 
Then shall they longer lash and goad us? 

0 Liberty, can man resign thee 
Once having felt thy gen'rous flame? 
Can dungeon, bolts, and bars confine thee, 
Or whips thy noble spirit tame? 
Too long the world has wept, bewailing, 
Th -t falsehood's dagger tyrants wield 
But freedom is our sword and shield, 
And a 1 their arts are unavailing. 

To arms, to arms, ye brave 
The avenging sword unsheath 
arch on- march on- all h'~ arts resolved 

On victory or aleath. 
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That is Francel That spirit of France the men of Vichy will never quench. For 

one hundred fifty years since that was written, France has been the symbol of the 

unchained man, the man who has fought against tyranny, against fanaticism, a ainst 

obscurantism. Thomas Jefferson when once asked which country he considered home 

he k answered first his own country and then next, of course, France. It was to 

France more than a century ago th~t the refugees of the old world were driven 

and where they found a refuge and a haven. It was in France that men learned 

the art of living, the art of thinking, the grace of living and the clarity of 

thinking. It is to this France that the men of T 7 Vichy want to surrender 

to a force which represents the very negation, the very antipathy, the very death 

of all these things we have been taught to identify with the men of France. 

We Jews of the world owe a special debt of gratitude to France. France 

was the first nation in Europe to grant the right of citizenship to Jews in 

September, 1791. Thee weren't many Jews in France at the time, about 40,000. 

At the time of the Second l orld rar there were no more than two hundred thousand 

Je s in the whole of .F'rance. The Jews of France repaid their Fatherland for 
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their tolerance and liberty with loyalty and devotion. They contributed in a very 

creditable way to the Arts, Sc ence, Literature and to the Jditic 1 life of France. 

One need but mention the names of Henry Bergson among the philosophers; Gabriel 
of 

Lippman, physicist, Pissaro, master/impressionism among painters; Darmsteter among 

the s vants, Sr rah BPrnhardt and Rachel among actors; in politics such men as 

Leon Blum and George andel. Jews were represented in large numbers on the 

faculties of France, at the Sorbonne, College of France. There were fifty Jewish 

generals in the French Army in 1930. During the world war of the two hundred 

thousand men, women and children living in France, six thousand of t hem died on 

the battlefield in France. Among them was Rabbi Abraham Bloch of Lyon who was 

killed while giving the cross as final consolation to a mortally wounded Catholic 

soldier on the b~ttlefield. 

There have been from time to time in France as in this country reactionary 

movements, loyalist groups, clerical groups who never reconciled themselves to 

the Republic. Their activity led to intolerance and anti-bemi tic c1gi t t ion -

for example the Dreyfus Affair at the closing of the 19th century. But at such 

time there always was the unsilenced heart and mind of ranee which spoke up 

in defiance to these dark voices in def ense to those unjustly attacked. There 

was al~ays a Zola and "Picquart to speak up and to direct France against reaction 
and was honorably reinstated. 

and political intrigue. Dreyfus was exonerated ancf France - saved its soul and 

honor. 

Vichy France is another such reactionary movement in the wake of national 

defeat and disaster. The ragic thing about the Vichy movement is that it is 

degrading France. It is one thing to be defeated. It is quite another thing 

to applaud the conqueror, that your leaders who led you against def eat were 

traitors and it was you who declared the war. That is the depth of degradation 

to which any p:3qie am stocp - to stab at the heart of your people, to justify your 

• 
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enemy, to throw into prison the men who tried to defend France and the honor 

of ranee. 

But the voice of true i ·rance is not subdued even now. The very things 

which transpired at the trial are proof of that. At the trial the true spirit 

of France spoke up fearlessly. 

Under this Vichy regime the rights which the Jews of France enjoyed for a 

century and a half were rescinded. The Jews were blamed for the French catastrophy. 

The old Jewish problem was revived. The Jews were excluded from the press, the 

radio, the cinema, pubic office, trom judicial and educational activities. They 

tried to make certain exceptions. They wanted to make an exception of Henry 

Bergson. But true to the spirit and honor of his people, he rejected these 

exceptions and resigned from his Professorship. hen his people ere suffering, 

his place was with his people, he said. 

There was no protest against the ryanization of thousands of Jews. Aryanization 

is the symbol far theft. fuen a German wants to steal an economic enterprise 

owned by Jews, he "ganifs" it. 

I ant to read to you some words spoken by Leon Blum while in prison. 

Leon Blum is seventy years old: "There is no national revolution in France. 

,hat has occurred up to now is a counter-revolutionary operation c m)·ra le 

to that which marked the fall of the Second Republic in Decemb~r, 1851, and which 

resulted in the defe ·· t of 1870-1871. 

"arshall Petain enjoys popularity in France because he is the symbol of his 

own glorbus past and resistance to Germany. 

"But public opinion·does not see the significance of the political activity 

which certain groups are seeking to carry on while hiding behini the arshal's 

name. Public opinion believes that this activity will be fruitless with either 

altemativei nothing will remain of it in the event of oritain's victory, which 

is so eagerly desired by all of france, nor wi 1 anything remain of it in the event 
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of Germany's victory. The people understand this and take part in the so-called 

national revolution as if viewing somethiM entirely foreign to it. 

"I do not think, of course, that after the war France will simply return to 

its customary political existence. A political regime cannot emerge unchanged 

from such a catastrophe. I personally believe that our constitution will be 

changed in the spirit of principle very close to those which permeate the constitution 

of the United States of America. I believe, also, that we will see a transformation 

of political morality, but that France, in which no attempt at reactionary upheaval 

has succeeded or has been able to take root in the last 150 years, will again 

become the French Republic, and that the principles of democracy, i.e. the principles 

of 1789 will again be victorious in France as a guidi spirit. 

"When that time comes, there will again be possi · le the development of human 

progress, and unity of action with free peoples, especially the democratic Anglo­

Saxons will be renewed once again." 

They are convinced that the redemption of France lies in the victory of the 

United Nations. A people who has known freedom will never reconcile themselves 

again to slavery. 

"0 Liberty, can man resign thee 
"Once having felt thy gen 1 rous flame? 
"Can dunbeon, bolts, and bars confine thee, 
"Or whips thy noble spirit tame? 
"Too long the orld has wept, bewailing, 
"That falsehood's dagger tyrants wield 
"But freedom is our sword and shield, 
"And all their arts are unavailing. 

"To arms, to arms, ye brave 
"The avenging sword unsheath: 
"March on, march on, all hearts resolved 
"On victory or death." 

The spirit of France and the spirit of mankind has always been in the long nm, 

victory. And so in this dark hour we hail .lt'rance. In this night hich has settled 

over France and over the continent of Europe we have not forgotten - we shall not 
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forget the torch which France has al ays held aloft to light the way for advancing 

mankind. 



. THE NEW LEADER 
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eroic Symbol of France's Revolution 
Socialist Leader, at 70, Still Heads Fight on Reactionaries, 
Upper Class Fascists Who Plotted Downfall of the Republic 

the determination of political lea<l<•rs l ike 
Laval, Flan<lin, Deat who wei e not only for 
a p edy liquidation of the wa r but had been 
against it from the very b g inning . They 
openly . ympathize<l either with the Fuehrer 
or with fuehr rship and wholeh ar tcdly hated 
.!iociali:m, parliamentariani m, the J ew., etc. 

H ow{•ver, hi: enemies ig·nol'ecJ th :c fad .. 
Though the war had been declared not by 
Blum but by Daladier, they argu 1 that it was 
Blum who made Daladier Mini:,;ter of ational 
D fen e. The que tion, who declar d the war 
was of no importance to them at all. The 
thing.- that matternd now W(•re: that Blum 
"votPtl again. i th, Maginot Line" ( that er 
l ine which teth •red and paralyze I tl e miliu:uy 
activitic: of Franc:e and prov, to be o hurm­
fu l and fatal); that he ''asked th,. dLannamcn 

government decid t1 to put th blame fo•· I he 
terrible catastrophe incurred by Franc ... p .1 

the hou lders of one repre entative of the mili­
tary command, t he former ommand •r-i n-

hief Gamelin, anJ of four civilians. T hree 
of the latter were former premi r. : Daladi ·r, 
Reyna n<l , and Blum ( though, as alr ady m •n­
tioned, Blum had not be n a member of the 
government during the war ). T h foul'th 
civilian was Georges Mandel whom al l t he 
Petai n ists ha ted bittel'ly. ;Mandel'. fau lt was 

Thes circle: approved and supported the 
proposal of the H igh omman<l to capitu late 
immediately in vi w of t he "inevitable defeat 
of B1·itain." It wa. to be an " hone. t pact ," 

Pefaln 

THE interview which appear , below wa. 
prepared by Leon Blum for the A mer­

ican pre s in January, 1941, but wa. with-
held for variou reason . ow th friend 
of Blum have permitted this ,locument !o 
be made public. 

Leon Blum 1111111111,111111,111111,u111111,111111,111,11111111111m~ 

man)'. victory. The people under. tand thi. 
and take part in the o-called national revo­
lution as if viewing omething entirely for­
eign to it. 

" I d not think, of course, that after 
the war Fra nce will im!lly return to its = 
cm.tomary J>olitical exist ence. A political ==;;== 

Interview granted by Leon Blum r egim e cannot emerge unchanged from such 

on January 21, 1941 a cata, tro1>he. I per. onally belicv that our !====-

"There L· no national revolution in France. conSt itution will be changed in the pirit 
of principl . very clo. e to tho. e which per­

What has occurred u9 to now is a counter-
• • h meate th con. tit ution of the United State §===-= 

revolutionary operation comparable to t at of merica. I believe, also, that we will ·ee 
which marked the fall of the Second Republic in December, 1 51, L I 
and which re. ulted in the defeat of 1870-1 71. a tran. formation of political morality, but ava = 

that France, in which no attempt at re- ~ 

"Marshal Petain enjoy popularity in France because he i.· the actionary UJlheaval has ucceeded or has been able to take root '========= 

. ymbol of hi own glorious pa, t and re i tance to Germany. in th las t l 50 year. , wHI again become the French Republic, and 

' 'But public opinion does not ee the significance of the 1>olitical th3t the princiPles of democracy, i. e. the principles of 17 9 wil) 

activity which certain groups are seeking to carry on whil hiding again be victorious in France a • a guiding pirit. 

behind th far hal' name. Public opinion believes that this activ- "\ hen that time comes, there will again be po. s ible th dev lop- ~ 
ity will be fruitless with either alternative: nothing will remain of ment of human progress, and unity of action with free peoples , § 
it in the event of Britain' victory , which is . o eagerly de ' ireJ by es 1>ecially the d mocratic Anglo axons w·11 b d = 

• -, • 1 e ren we once §_ 
• all of France, nor wiJl anything remain of it in the vent of Ger- again." 
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Here and Now 

Pegler 
(Mr. Lundberg '"ill re. ume in a future i . ue 
hi , di ·cus ion of price and fi. cal control as 
Jever, of g neral social amelioration in time 

of war or peace.-Editor.) 

• 

IF anyone ha given editorial attenti~n to ' e ~­
brook Peo-ler' C'llumn of March ..,1, 1-942, 1t 

has e caped my notice. Thinking that th~s par­
ticular e say by Pegler ·would unque t10nably 
provoke at lea ta mild rebuke from ome quartc~·• 
I re i ·ted the temptation to comment _upon it 
earlier .• row, when it appears that public atten­
tion i" thoroughly pr ccupied by _oth _r matter , 
I feel I mu t give it extended notlc• for a num­
ber of reasons that will appear in the cour c 
of my remark . 

In his e say of March 31, 1942, Pegler. wa 
again calling ecrclary Harold L. Ic~e ~o ta_ k. 
But this time Pegler--our arch-con tltut1onah t, 
upholder of Ia,v-and->0 rder, and decrier of ,,iolence 
by labor unioni t again t the pre erve of uch 
sterling character a Mayor Frank Hague a_nd 
Tom Girdler,-thi tim Pegler found fault w1th 
Mr. Icke becau e he had not per onally murdered 
someone. Mr. Icke , it ecm , can never plea e 
Pegler. ometime , Mr. lcke i bein°· too rough. 
At other time he i tco gentle. 

The editor of a Bridgeport, onn., candal heet 
had aid omething about Mrs. Ickes and Mr. 
Ickes had written the ditor a letter which, ac­
cording to Pegler, wa " o dirty a to bear com­
parison with Fiorello La Guardia' p1· meditated 
and twice reiterated remarks about a reputable 

cw Y.ork citizen la t fall, which might have co t 
La Guardia the election had they not been too 
filthy for communication to the voter ." 

"I don't ,blame Icke for re cntin<r the edito­
rial," wrote Pegler, "but I do in i t that ·h 
hould have gone right up to Bridgcp·ort, sought 

out the editor and shot him dead. Or he might 
have knocked his head off with a ball-.bat. I say 

-

the Nude 
By FERDINAND LUNDBERG -­

door wide to murder. In addition, to all the in-
lance when the murder in Pegler'· ,, iew would 

be justifi~d by the facts, there would be all_ the 
in tance when murder would result from 1111_a­
gined asper ion . The theory, pread befor m1l­
lirns of readers of dive1·se temperament, threaten· 

verybody. . 
2. Many un table mind need only such a p1e~e 

f harp ,Hiting a Pegler' to justify th m ll1 

an a.·:ault on the life of another for a rca~ or 
imagined offen ·e. o-ain, alleged a per ion m~ght 
be 1• ;: rt d to a an excu for murder de ired 
on other ground . 

* 

CO TRARY to Pegler, there are countl s rem­
edie for the sort of off n e he call Ick 'S to 

ta k about for not olvin00 by "direct action. 
Apart from remedie in court, both civil or c_ri­
minal the1·e is always the fact that community 
opinidn j a defen e, and i turned ao-~in t t~e 

landerer. Becau~e ome ob cure cribbler m 
•Bridgeport ha tran gre sed again ·t good ~a ·to 
11obody think any the le s of Mr . Icke . Neither 
.she 11or her hu band wa - actually damaged by 
the cunilou creed. But Pegler, we hould ob­
sen·e, r commend that they proceed a though 
they had really been damaged, a thou h ex­
tr m ly depr ciator remark , mere word , w_ere 
alway damaging. Pegler, in sho_rt, how _hun-
elf to be a word-felichi t. He evidently believe 

the word to be c,vocative of the fact. He al o 
-how that h ha no confidenc at all either 
in the good sen e of the community or in it 
le 0 ·al institution . 

Pegler, a I have ugge led, i a i~k . ma~. 
And a ick man, I. '"'ould be the fir t to 1? 1 ·t, 1 • 

entitled to hi privacy. But the commumty also 
ha right in the ca of icknes , and it enfor~es 
them in ca e of contagious di ea e by isolating 
the ufferer even though he ,ha don no wrong. 

In the ca e under di cu ion-and in other 
teting around Pegler-the afet of the 
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J Ye sons;of Freedom, wake to ~lory 1 Hark-/ 1Jark- what Iiyriads bid you riset­
Your 'children, wives, a nd e;r,. ndsires ho ry, 

• 
Behold their tears and hear their cries• 
Shall hateful tyrants, mischief breeding, 

I .li th hireling hosts, a ruffian band, 
ffright hnd desolate the land, 

• 

' /bile peace and liber t .r lie bleeding? 

Refrain 

'1.10 a r ms , to c rms, ye br· ·ve 
'l'h aveDGing sword unsl1eath: 
Larch on- march on- all 11~t"' rt s resolved 

n victory or death. 

~ 0 ' , now the fa 14..:,C- ous stor m LS roll • 
' hicb treatherous ki .s, o tJ. ·derute , r · it e; 

~he o~s of war,let loose, are howling, 
1 nd, lo-our fiel (~f 1 

~J ies blaze . 
And shall we basely view the ruin, 
,lhile lawless force ·with guilty str i(1 e , 

reads desolation far and Hide, 
'v i t crim s ·,. ~d blood his hands imbruing? 

.Jith lu..vurv Dnd )ride surrounded, 
The vile, insat i a te despots da re 
Their thirst of ~o~er a#d Gol d unbounded 
To mete and vend the light and air, 
Like beasts of burden would they load UB, 
Like 0 ods 1would bid their slaves adore: 
But man is n and who i s more? 
Then shall tn longer lash and goad us? --

0 Libery , can man resign thee 
Once having felt thy gen'rous flame? 
Can dungeon, bolts, and bars confine thee, 
Or whips thy noble spirit tame? 
Too long the world ha s wept, bewailing, 
That fal sehood's dagger tyrants wield 
But freedom is our e■i1li a sword and shield, And all their arts are unavailing. 
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