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" iHERE B VE 1.1E A '°' IGHTil : -- RUSSIA" 

The first of a series of lecture~ on" lliere Br ve hen :...re Fi ,ht.:.nr " 
and 11 :hat .orave .. en 11.re Fightlnr, For . " 

By 
Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

t 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, October 11, 1942 

_ .. 



Just ear ago, on October 19, I began the und'y YOrnin5 ser'ec of 

lecturec ~ith h~t I remember was an address on osco -- 191~-1941 . The azi. 

seem to have been at the ates of 1 osco . oscow wa bout to f 11 . fter four 

months of Blitz Krieg across the frontiers of the oviet Union , the azis :ere 

knowckin at the g tes of the capital of ussia . It hast en the 1azis a little 

longer tnan they had thought . According to their schedule , the Russian rmies 

sho d have b~en annihilated weeks before . During the four months from the invasion 

o the arrival at the c:1tes of 1osco·. , the azin had announced at least four times th·t 

the Red Army had been completel· annihilated . Yet "'trangel , lor four bloody months 

the Red rm, has kept on fightin sav gel , retreating, fightin • gain . The Nazi 

could not unders and th t . They said that the Rusc:-ians were "morall- ,- depraved" . 

No at las they ere at the e;ates of osco. iosco was about to fall . 

It was in that ddress on October 19 , 19~1 t. I said th t "I the 

Russian forces hold out overt e winter , if their rt s do not coll pse , re rdlefs 

of ho ar they retreat, if the rtu sian governme t des not buckle under, lose courdge 

and sue for peace, then the Russian Campaign of 1 41 is likely to teor the he rt out of 

the German eople ... Napoleon as not defeated at aterloo in 1015) but at o co 

in 1812 . ~e do not lmo v.en the final battle ill be fought , whether on land or 

on sea or in the air . But it may be quite likel that Hitler , too , who set out to 
de 

con uer Europe ~ as like a~oleon , /feated at .. osco ·. " 

ell , this October 194 , year later . The us i forces did holn out 

over tne inter . The Russian arm ctid not collapse . Their government did not buckle 

under , lose courage and sue for pf'ace . The razis did not take ,oscow . C.,uite the 

contrary t They retreated -- one of the mot di astrous retre~t in histor~y 

and the left more dead and •ounded on the plane~ of Russia than did the gre t 

Army of Napoleon , and the beleaguered Red armr suddenl • s1ept out of ~osco. into a 
counter-

defensive oosition into an amazing,hffen ive -- smote the azis , recaptured the 

cit . The Russians sered forever upon the memorr of the German people the horrible 

campai , he winter camp in in the heart of Russia . To this day Hitler shudders 
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when he refers to the winter cam aign of Russia, to the soldiers fightine in sue-

zero eather dyin by the tens of thousands some from e.~osure and fro 

three to four million casualtie . 

-- some 

Hitler in his lat address referred bitterl- to the possibilitv that the Je¥s 

of the world 1ere laughi at him as a result of this win er crunpa • gn in Ru.s ia . 

Hitler gets rather epileptic hen he things of Jes laughing . But th t :nter c·mp i 

ha t en all the alughter or the arrogance of their triwnph nt l·ughter out of 

the throats of the a?is and they will never again be likely to recover th·t ldnd of 

laughter . 

\Ja oleon as defe'- ted at .. oscm. . But his career did not end there . He 
with 

recuperated and he ~aged quite a number of b·ttles after that but never ouite/the 

same power ain . He foueht at Lutzen, urschen, Dre den . But never again ~ith 

the same po.er . Hi. Vlings iere broken . Them th f the invincible arm~ of Napol on 

v. s destroyed . apoleon struck out over and over a in but 1 m.1 s he was we· ker 

a weaker . It as onl a question o: time . It . as v:ithin ei hteen months th t 

the allied nations entered Paris . apoleon ,as sentenced to exile on the Isle of 

lba . 

Hitler' s career oo, did net end t..t .. oscm , although e as defeated there . 

• He recuperated . In the orin of this ·ear hebegan another arnazin cam ign . His 

rmy swept right through the Ukr ine, on nd on to the ol a and to ~talingrad . 

And here at talinRrad, as at Jo~co , he as stalled again , and fort.,T-eight days 

of the bloodiest fighting in the history of the orld did not enable him to move 

beyond talin~rad . This time there a no excuse availa le . Last er he said he 

started too late . In 1942 he has a new excuse . In 1 41 he underest· ted the 

strength of the Russian rmy . • In 194 he kne~ exactly the strength of the rm . 

This as to be the ear of final decision . This as to be the er hen the 

Russian armies ould be annihil ted . But in 1942 the Ru sian rmy ould not 

accomodate themselves to the azi time table . hey would not b annihil ted . 



Again as in 1941 they retreated , thir.; time losin f·Lr fewer prisoners because this 

time there was no element of su rise . Ther refused, as in 1941 to meet the Nazi 

rmies he don in attac . lhe re1used to be ¼edged in, practically encircled . 

The sacrificed the Terrain but kept their armies intact . hey forced he rrnie of 

the vast front to extend the lines of communic~ition . T e Rue si n campaign a ain 

as 1st ear was as out to delay the enem, to exhaust him, h~ ra shim, bleed 

him white, ma e him pay an enormous price fl r eve . foot of round taken, to use him 

up . Then at a decisive point halt him deliver a st·ggerinP, body blow, refu e to 

budge an inch , force him to cpend another ~inter in the inhospitable surrounds of a 

scorched, ravaged land. 

Hitler was ea er in 1°4 than in 1941, just ad a oleon w s ~'erker in 

1813 than in 1812 . La t year he thre,· into Rus ia all he had . e had only one 

front to think of . But practically hi v1hole array as stript at the inactive 

Western Front of all the had. In the last 1·orld r the uermans never put more 

than one-fourth of their arm in Rus~ia. i th t at mall army the;t succeeded in 

breaking the Cz rist arm ·. Thie time the hole of the Germ n rm· was thro n in ... ., 

He resisted invincibl . But it wasn't enough . d it was le sin 194 . 
had 

It became clear that the oviet Union had become better, stron er,/f·r more 

amply ec. uipped army than anyone suspected . They nad more tanKs, more artillery, 

greater air force than the orld nev of . They had an amazingl • capable ana ifted 

general , a general with a ell-thought out plan 01 action to ta.Ke the blitz out of 

the bli tz-kreig . It ii: clear nm th· t behind this splendid army the had a vs.st 

indu trial organiz ttion that could supplr ade uately his great arm , that it had 

a gre t sup 1. line and as illful tr sport tion system . It a~n 1 t so lon ago 

that everybody agreed that the Rusi ns couldn't oper tea machine . The must have 

built up amazi industrial centers of production . The had quantities of skilled 

mechanics who wee able to oroduce wh·t the needed . The ,ere a gifted people 

in handlin machines . Tney could transport their eouipment , dismantle it, transport 
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it behirrl the lines nd in a fe"¥ eeks ave it operate . It is clear now •;hat few 

people suspected, that there is in the ian people a marvelous morale which was 

demonstr ted at Lenin~rad , ~osco last year and hich as demon~trated ·t Rostov 

and talingrad tnis ear not to surrender, to fight street by street, bloc~ by 

block , not to surrender , to fi ht d·y after day, week after eek and month fter 

man h . 

The azis have suffered a dis strous defe tat t lin rad uite regt rdless 

of whether the city holds . The fazis have practically acknowledged defeat . They .. 

are getting ready for retreat . They remember last winter . Hitler hopes that he 

• 11 be allowed to swim in the oil of the Caucausus . '·here is only one trouble 

ith that picture . He will not be allowed to swim . 

Nobody is fooled by it . Cert~inl , least of all Hitler . He knows that 

the Russians will harass him as they did last v.~nt r . The. ill ~tab t him. 

The r will attack at any moment that they will want to do so ... Hitler knows , too , 

that there are the gathering armies of the allies , millionQ of them waxing tro er 

day by day, poised to strike , waiting for a signal to~ attack in the •vest . He 

knows , too , the restlessnesr of all the oeoples horn he thought he had permanently 

crushed . 

Hitler is growing weaker ana the allies are stronger . The Nazis know 
and 

thi s/are becoming panicky and desp rate . ear ago , Russia issued a communiLue 

to the arm in ,hich the said: "The history of ¥ ar shows th t victor., inv riabl 

comes to thofe sates and armies which_ increase the'r power during the war , bile 

states am armies wnose powers diminish durin the war , are defeated ." 

That is exactly what h s ha pened toda . What is indicated , at least 

to the la.yman1 What is indicated at this moment , ith Hitler gettin ready to settle 

down to a long winter of recuperation , of re-organzing his war machine and preparing 

himself for the pring of 194? hat is indicated? T ·the should not be given that 

opportuni tyl A swift and simultaneous co lition of • t An ovie , glo- Ameri can counter-
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offensive , it seems to the laymen's mind at least , to be a eman ed by the situation, 

the Ruesians attacking in the ast, and the ~llies att~cking in the est before 

Hitler has had a chance to recover -- while he is pinned down . 

Russia alone cannot defeat Hitler . A coalition , a sweeping and simultaneous 

attack from· oath sides , on land and in the air -- thr1. t can . It has been said and 

increasingly said th~t only the military authorities are qualified to know when and 

where a second front :ill be attacked . o one c n qualify that . T • t st·tement i s 

only artially true . In any war of alliances and coalition like thi s one, the 

political factor can not be entirel) ignored, is never entirely ignored . In making 

the great decision , the ~ ·shes of your ~llies upon whom you are depending for 

ult · te victor can not be ignored , and the judgment of the milita ., authorities 

of your Allies can not be ignored . In a war of coalition you cannot consult exclusively 

your own interests or for that matter your own mi i ry strategists . That i 

especially true when your Allies have borne the brunt of the attack for a ye rand 

a half , done the fighting for you and sacrificin some six to eight million 

people in their mvn land and and some seventy millions in conquered territory nd 

vast areas of valuable raw materials and manuf cturing centers . 

are unner terrific strain you cannot say: 10 l ook here -- I 

until I feel myself completel. prepared before I c help you, 

hen ~our Allies 

ve ot to • it 

' I must aecide 

my elf when is the ri ht moment for attack and the time wh en I will come to your 

rescue . You cannot say that , es ecially at this time ·hen the English have lost 

perhaps less than 300 , 000 men and we of the United tates , practically none at all . 

Russia has officially a serted that he aid n retofore given has been little 

effective . She is calling on the Allied nutions officially to fulfil their 

oblig~tions fully and on time . Heretofore they have not been either f ully or on 

time , and it has stated that it regards the openin of a second front as occup ing 

a place of first-rte importance in the current situation ." In my humble judgment 
. 

as a layman , it would be a tragic blun er to let Russia we r herself out waiting 
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for the time when we feel fully prepared , until such a time when RuL ia may not be 

able to re~ er us any vital assistance . If that sitution develops it ~~11 amount 

' to this . Hitler will again have but one front to fight ... 

In preparing for a coal~tion offensive you must not onl · consult your own 

strength , but the strength of your allies . It may ell be that when you vait for 

an increment in your o strength , th t the strength of the Allies may diminish . 

One cancels the other . I t is a very serious ~uestion whether the Allied increirent 

i n s t r ength i n 1943 will overcome the depletion of our ussian Allies . Hitler is 

now enmeshed in Russia . .. e c r.ot retre·1.t . He cannot afford to withdra his place 

in Russia . It ould appe r reasonable to a layman tat this is the time for 

aid to Russia when a great Bri ish army of three million idle in Britain and vri th 

as many as ·e have b en able to place there -- that this is the time to strike, 4nd 

to str ike mrd . 

But the military may think di ferently and ti ir juagment must revnil . ie 

trust , however, th..1t their final decision will be made exclusively on ·milit ry 

gr ounds - - not on advice and counsel of some powe f 1 leaders and olitici ns 
with 

ho may still be infected/the old Ghamberlain-Clivden ideology. If that ~ind of 

counsel prevails it would be suicidal for the AlJ.ies . Th twas the s me Kind 

of stupi ity that brought on the iar . 

Stalin is too smart a man to be victimized by t • t . If nussia is left 

alone now , she will ma e her ~ace alone . It must not happen . Le· st o all do 

the Russians want that to hapoen . Thev hate the r'azis . .. They hated them before 

the ar. They hate them more after seeing tne cruletr and bestiality of the 

azis . 

e are confident and have confidence in the integrity ands i it of the 

governments both in London and i n as in ton to s ee irst that all n:.ti ons fighti 

for freedom be rt eir j ust load of sacrifi ce in this ar , nd tat nones all be 

borne at the expense of t1e other . e ·re confident they will come not merely to 
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Russia's aid but to our own aid, as soon as they a re convinced milit-ril . 

,e salute, t t is time, t' e brave-he· .. rted eo le f Ru sia . i e h ve all 

been spiritually uplifted by the ef orts oft. Russ.:.an people to defend talin0 r'd . 

They kno·v ho· · to fight the azis . Of course the social system of t e Russ.:. ns is 

not ours . Uf cour~e t eir f of overnment is not 1cce~table to us .... w e ave 

our own trad·tions our om wa of life . ••e don't have to rewrite his tory and 

·hite ash anvone in orcter to ju tify our ay of life . They rte milit1,rism as 

much cS e do . Ve h te ex ... loit·tion . Ther ·te obscene doctrines of race, 

shameles s exploitation 01 ot,er ~eo les, n tional chauvenism s much .. e do . 

' ey h te organized serfdom as much as e do . Theref re the are our s iri t 1 
the allies 

allies . The~ are our valiant allies an /01 all ctecent eople .ho ·nt to maKe 

this ~orld a decent place for decent eople to ive in . 

he made tragic mistakes . So did we .•. .. . . And Ru~sia paid for it . 

·a m~de a grave mistake in i1\:1nich, ie , ranee , nglan t ou ht thtt unich 'dn't 

concern us , th~t it was better to ao ease wr . litler and ~ve e ce in our lifetime 

nd we s all continue to ... a, reviously for this mistake . \'e have lac...rned a lot in the 

last two 7e&rs . It may ell be as a result of thi wart at Russia ill have a. 

1riendlier understandin of the ctemocrrci sand beco e more ~nd more emocratic 

nerself . Someone truly id that the destruction of democr~cy in Russia vs 

not programatic . The people of U!"'sia ideolotically still believe in democracy . 

Therefore they are capable of reform tion . But in the case of the 'ascists an 

azis t e estruction of demo racy is part of t.e f fillment o its prour~m, a nd 

therefore is incapable of refo tion . 

Therefore e find ourselves fightin alon si et e u s · un peoples a ainst the 
• 

common enemies in spite of our ideolog, . Just as e re able t o fie-ht alon side 

of them in ·;ar , so e shall be able to live alongside of them in eace time . i th 

F asdsts you cannot live . e mu~t ~ill them . ,em ~t estroy t ei r ove nment and 



-8-

their power .... 

o i ~.i.l e the reat people of .. us sia as up to thi. momemt t' e br vest 

the most valiant , the .ost sacriricial . 

\ 
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