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Lights are going on all over the world, 1942. 
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LI HTS i ~ G L ~ 01· .t LL OV '. THE O.~LD 

ha.nw .:;i.} Ser on 

By 
• , i Abba illel Sil er 

lt 
The Temple 

On 
Su..l1!" • mornin0 , December 6, l::A 



Sometimes ver.v small battles cetermine -re t events . In the B· ttlr of 

I·~ rat on, 49 C.E. tbe Greeks, less th n 10,000 .. ere engan-2d in t. .c.1t battle, and 

it is th&t battle w • th on or two others on the same sc . le tl1c. t s . ved the net': 

Lnd vi6orous civilization .. ic' ,,as Jevelopin; in Greece from being bmer.:,ed 

in Europe . This Lattle 1.as fou ,ht un a v_1-- r sna.ll sc ... le. Te b1=.ttle of B·.dr, 

624 of the Co u on Era, whe . .:-e . o ammed rlefe< ted the 1:-.en fro .-tecca -- in this 

TI"c,r, only sixty-three peo )le .rere killed on both sides yet thc.:.t victory 

a-·~ed the ·'ITay or t. e triumph o Islc:.m in the Old iorld . It ....,o.ve a. ne.: t un 

to world history . s sur~ender t Sar· to6a, on October 17, 1777, reclly 

id not involve ma.n:, troops, Jret this was t e turning poi 1t in tLe Americc..n 

Revo lution .:iec· use the belief ~a.ined force in Europe thtit the .nJ 1ericdn evolutionists 

mi ·ht ,1in the ar . BenjGlnin Franklin \ a.S able to negotiate tr • ties of c.lliance 

.·ith Fru.nce, and the aid of Fr nee, as you kno.,, was indispensr)le to the \·inning 

of the Revolution . So that all the new ideas, 11 t e revolution~r irleas 

contained in the Decl&r[. ti ---n of Inde endence ich chan 0 e the course of hnnan 

history in the la8t one hun~red fifty ye rs are in a ~a traceable to that 

victorj• \'ion at Saratoga . nd t~ul.t \ as also on small scale . It is v~ry often the 

gr .::L.t divide -- .·.:he e som9times a slig :it crack in the -round et"'r ines r:J-ic th.er 

:c. t little stre 0 shall flo-., Et..stw:. rd to the .tJ.antic or .. e t·J.:..rd to the 

P&cific . 

And it is so i':ith the victorie_; of the i:~1acc'. bees. Bae_ •ir_ 1C5 B.C.E. 1 

e be ttl 1 s of t. e :...accab: ,s belonged to the same c'-, tebory -- ve:tj fe~ eople, 
a 

f ~~ soldie::-s involved, a:rrl it ·-;ras fou ht b. 7 relatively obscure eonle . ... 

a ...... ainst the mi1:;hty empiras -- :,ret it ms one of the decisive battl es of history . 

Had they lost, Ju::iaism would ha ,re been lost and destroyed . The Ghristian 

v orld Christianity vould never have risen for Ghristianity .as an off-shoot 

of Judaism an c~evelo ed 00 years 1 ter . ..oha • endanis . too, s such, mi ht 

never have r ppe· red . So tw t th.~t victor., of the ace bees v·hich .e are 
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cele .r~t • _ this orning co .emorc:-.. tes one of t e decisbre . omen s not e.L eJ.y 

in Je.lish hi tory but in • orld histor y . For ntiochus -the Illustrious ., s 

out to destroy not so 1auch the Je s the ople, ut Jude ism· s a reli i on . 

Th[t e.s was not just nother politic..11 var ought to 5 ... in ter i tory . 

The Je,·s in those d fS no lon6er possessed politic 1 irde ende ce. t ' d not 

oo sessed it before ~ _ t the. T' e e s ha, een ruled b·- the ~- eeks or t· e o ns 
4 I 

ever sine e the fifteen th century . Anti0chus had no Tie vane e b....,ainstt e Jews 

exce. t for the f ""ct tht t er rnuld not 

u on re ,ai n in__, t. ir r, tional culture. 

rre~'er t eir reli0 ion end i sisted 

.:tioc .. 1us • a;;;, out to cons li te his 

e ... ire . oomin in the distL.nc e \ .. as the rov·inc- rio•,er o the Rom<.a.n Empire . 

_ o protect ' in.self, .J.. stren then elf:- he attenpted to coord • • te, to 

consolidi..t te '.is e pire . .. e ,,t.s a believe in v· t nas co.1n:.. to ,e" n in our 

day, Gleichechaltun
0

, tot lit~.rianism . e b~lieved in toltc1.lit~rianis s 

mo t tJro.nts do . He had n t rouble im_ osin;;, on ~11 his people. All 

t e nat.:ons fell in line because all t e eo_ple in his .... ingd.ot1 -e·~e . a_ n, 

idolatrou . It didn 't matter very much to t' .em c:.S re t rds t e _ el:Jion 

or t : eir nc.tio a l cult e, for that rn·tter . The Jews ·lone int' t ·orld ii: 

the Old 1' orld . ~e not pa,_,-n heatnen . They· re monothelstlc . 

piri tuu.l and mor.:l-1 culture ·.,l ich us r ic lly • ferent rom 

the s irit 1 and mor 1 culture &roun tt~e . For cen+uries this . eo>le h·d 

been t~u ht ~nd fuO ed b t eir te ichers rophets, sages, scribes ~.o h·d 
a. 

iven t em/di tinctive reli..;,ious civilic...tion . The had t,he Tor.:..h . The 

ancestors of t'1e J o,!S 11 • .... resisted the .e·. tl e . 'ods and pagt .. n s of life 

for h reds of 0 · rs 9rior to th t time . The r sisted t~em in the d·ys 

of Is~iah ... nd iic • . 

.Politic lly, the accabees re a subjected eo~le . They possessed 

c .rtain rel i 6 ious mtonomy u tot' ·t time. Butt ey ·ere politic· lly, subjected 
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to tbe Emperor , to t 11e Grecco-Syrio.n ·'"'orld . But s,. ~rit· • lly, t ·:ie-- ree:a.rded 

tter:iselves a.S t he l ee.-:. ers of ma.nkind, the ter chers of .ranl-dnd, un they w,·ould 

not ermit the 1selves to be slallo·,ed u" into the Levi:ti tine melting pot . 

They had a ,eculi· r 11t tionc:.l destiny . So they alone resisted the 

coordirm. tion .. rogr..lm , I say alone . ot all the J e ·1s, ho ever . Amono- the 

J er s, too, ,L:?re ' :.·eatists anr ap,. easers . Son,e t ,_ , . , a _1em .. an. ere fter the 

a.ttra..ctive brilliance of' the . a _an \·orld . The re .!ere P1any Hellenizers v1ho 

said : ~hr not go c..long? ,hy should ue be di.I (\=:- rent . Let us do &.s our 

neigh orin::; ) eoples do -- I Sc;.y, not all the Jews . suf icient nwnber of 

them, perhaps a . .:.norit - res isted tLe tyr nts ·:ho used tl e ..,urr.e s~ st.]m • s ..... 1 ·:...ys 

f crce, compu sor:r force of a . eople . ..ntiochus issued edicts one u.fter Rn other 

:irohihiting -.wrsh ip in Temples, Jrohl itin, t he obse:::-v nces in Temples . 

1 0w hu., id this small faithful Je vis nd, represehtinJ such o. sm 11 

&nd of ... eople - - ho\ , did t .1ey act lly resist it·? T_1ey resisted it with tr. 

s irit and v.ith thei r soul which are str on~er t --n steel . \·· t did .iia tathi' s 

.ave when he struck down the a post ..... te J e~ nd t he King I s me3senger an r'"' ised 

t:i.e st' ndr rd of revolt? 1:'r t •• ... s it he ad.? He had n ot:b inJ ore tl~an courac.: e 

c...nd .:"::iith . ~·e had no arr.iy, no fortress . He' d nothin .., but fa ith and cour&.,_,e 

but thgs e hc...ve alvia~,s )roved most ponerful &llies a,:;t..inst saernin6ly insuper ble 

odds . ~ had no more and no less than the J ritis had a t er Dunkirk . Their 

c:.rnies 1e e .,roken, defeated t heir '"Te' nons one . The ~ritish iad nothing 

except f· it'1. and cour ~e . 

The Gr•:.eks wet t :_e 1r.i .1 t of t e Italians and r a.zis a little eople . 

Ttey, t oo, ho.d nothing . T'1ey e~; th· t . Yet the - had a· t h G.n cour • be . 

l read to you fro t :; gr 8at c .t...pter of the ... accabees hen Ju~ ah ~ms sked 

"Ho.; can , 'e but fe , i n nwnber even · dre of fight · ·"Y' t· ese v ., t forces?", ~<e 

nswered t o them : 11 To the God of _aven, it is 11 oL ~ to serve t'ith one or 

many ." The, had ft..ith, and o et ing .·hich 0 oc;S with f ith -- .1~ithfulness, 
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to 

loyalty/ .;:,reL.. t truths, gr c... t t --~ d • tions gre. t emeries . I r,") er .:.. uin to 

the same passage :·~.en -- ttathias said to his sons: .,e 1embe Abr ham, 1hen 

God co. m nded '.im to pl ce his son, his onl son on the 'ltar to e o fered 

' S sacrifice, he re ined ste~,-~~t Ln~ son .~s s ved . 

.1..'. ine· s - David . 

. :ittat i s told iis bedr .... gled f'ollo 1 ers, rei;.emb-.r our ast .. our lorious 

c .ember the past 0 reatness OJ. your eople . T .ey . e e ra .. e ~ nd Vc.li nt 

.:..nd o ;erful eople ·rho d in t 1e ) st enc-- tered m • ., .t"I enemies ··it out 

flinching . . t.J.~t ias, too rd nothin to offer to his follo ·;ers 

but blocxl • n~ tears -- ~eroic m cries ci.Ild ~re ..... t cause . urth "· 

notJ1in 

. ti a and 
~ 

for~ t eir ancient lori us .:f.ith.t their )' rl..cioll3 c..nd the surviv 1 

of t~eir n tion . 

And .... roused c.1.nd ins_ ired, t e e bedr 1 d fe , fou ht as our t xt o .... id, 

f i hting t E I us, eth •ioron, or a. t B ta.an 

o:r - t ... lin r d, or • s t e C. ine e . 

-el. land, u- ac nal, El 11 wein 

T1e s irit, un. efeated nd in efe sible s irit sooner or later .u ters the 

ph sicc1l stren0 th 1 str.-...tegy "e'-!u· site for i1~ning . ictory is .. on . And 

in t'1e dar ene worl1 the3e men of cour.___;e are enabled to ki dl~ li hts . The 

defiled Sunctu ries of m·n in re le.med . J 1 t rs are r is ed ane ,. nd reeled • c • ted 

to the of r P.edom r·id o: ree m, en . T11" t 1.· s t' e 1 of' 1.· tory - • - - a. • cl. • ,it out 

this ln; ,attathiL..S could not hc;;..ve - on . 

This ha .'.) ened .:.. .. in 0 d·y ye r ..... o . T ese neo- f our ~Y 

t e tot-- li tc:.rian"' of Olli" y attac ed our countr ,r c.t ... earl t c..rbor . t s 

inf· ous and istrous . Only this .ornin ·ere ,e able to read the 11 account 

o~ th · t raged•r . It seems th t 0 entire fleet . ~broke and battered b thi 

ah· .L 0• C l I., attac . Pe·rl Harbor • s j t t e ir~t of a seri so r· ic di· ters 

for us a.nd for our llies . The : ordes oft· .... he t .. n .. et over and co, uered 
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isl nd a ter island and cou .. tr., a ter co' try. They =-re1 see. • gl r invi cible 

foe . V1&ut helped us ? )ear a~o too, the,. zis ~-eat the g·t s of osco . 

T. ey v re lickins .L.heir chops ove_ tl eir con1uest . l e er '"'3 t : e ortunes of 

free ations :i. the .:-orld .... t such lo ebb. The lights •::ere oir.. out all over 

the 1 .. orld . le .e e celebrating, last yet..r , our Ghc.1. u.{ah in t hc;;t ,a · ·ened 

ye~r . But like the .~ccabees of old, our coun~r - ·nd our llies h d ~c;;ith , 

coura e, an t , .. mgn the ni~ht • n i.)tor m t.nd ~ar -n1e -> s th t .... it and c ourc.:. e 

sustained, comforted, and steeled t h e hearts of our peo: le !d of other 

pe6ples . 

Free m~n sere ·;ed their c ura 0 e to the stickinJ place . T' e r..eld on. 

T: e) re~e bered . t they ere fig1ting ... 'or. They remembered their pat , that 

they ere a small peopl e end·n Pred in the past and they rem bered their 

tradition. They remembered too t.1a. t uea th is not evil -- but a s:1ameful de"" th. 
since ..... ta.an 

So , tr.rough the long , hard, de..:perate mont s si ce thezy, • e '1ave been bui d i ng , 

r~ 0 ~ting, rorkin~ h~rder, mustering our forces. 
I 

iL fer months L-ter, though 

the ~--r is fa.r from bei ng over, t'! e _"e . be tin-.) o.Ck the enem~r, bee tin.J him back 

in the Pacific, smitin~ him in Afric, dr~ininr him .bite in Rur.sia. 

The enem is on the defen ive. ·e are on the up. ur ~trength is 

• axing . Theirs is :;an ing. Our hone 1...nd conf i en e .1ave r eturned to us. ... The 

1.:ghts are going on 11 over t'1e , orld. Even in t e c on uered l· nds, lights 

have begun to go on . ...·r nee, .,!hich seemed to be spirutally, morally broken, 

~hich seemed to be b. ·ay of s ellin__, its soul co la bore ting with the eneo ~ of 

m· nkind -- Fr· nee, er:cotlI'~ 0 ed, took h ' proud avy nd bl . ted it to bits, s n ~ 

it t ~ the bottom of the sea rather than surrender it to t1e h·nds of the enemy. 

s kindled in the souls of nd the orld . 

T elve months since .earl I rbor , eh· vet e cour· e no· to think 

and plan for t he ays • fter victory or the n , orld . emocr c is no lon~er 

on the defensive, no longer checked . It is on the rch tone ~r ontiers ·nd 

to new horizons . 
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Democri;...c.,· • s confident no. bee use it c n lic1 tyr-- y in :h, l dom.:..in 

·here tyr· nny i s s u reme in the s of . r . e,oc ~tic Je o e~ , b t1eir 

spirit a d t .eir de oc ac.: _e a.bl e to or • n· e, t o t n upon t · eir foe , s i te • nd 

defeat him on his mm round nd i t h his O"m .eapons. FoJ. dem "'o.cy , in the 

1 st anal ysis , i s far more resourceful , f ... r , 1ore i r.venti ve, cert inly it h .... s 

~ r ~ ore ;:,~aying po::er t~~u.n tyrc..nny nd diet· torship ever h .. ct . T. • t is t he 

le '"'son, my good f riends, we c ould le rn f rom earl arbor ~nd from the 

.. s.ccabees .... 

Our hope is :1at -:e will t;....ke th· t sa e hi n fc:1.ith • nd courage and 

"'atriotism into eu.cet • .,e ,~· en ne,. t a : s . ill face us . .,e sl oul at all times 

re'-".ember thut t ' e gr eat Pres i 'ent of t e United vtt tes ad oni hed us to remember 

i n the d~r·cest economic di ~t~ess, tan ye .... rs ago -- Presi ent oose elt told 

hi s eople i n t hose d.::.ys ,hen our • a~ tories re closinJ dovm , millions rnre 

unemployed , b- s ···ere 0 oing ban, u. t -- t~ e .1. es· ent of the nited ut, -:.es 

rallied hi s Jeople ..... rrl ~d onished t em th~t "all .-e need le'" r fe r .:. tself . 11 

e iocr~tic peopl_ need :e~ r f ~r ituelf, 1 a r 01 t he 

fu t ure, L. cl~ of con ence i-'-self, ~e r of experiu Jnt tiun , fear of tr in 

e. t.in s, fe·r o to orro . T' se are t .e 11 s .e need fe:.r . 

1 i th cour· 0 e -- e ..... ce time an ·~ar time ss on to u ne:er • d etter 

~ orld , s the .. ace· bees d id. Tne acct.bees : ce ossible c: v:~ ole n c viliz .1. i on 

to mankind. 

c:. fter the 

merica • nd her br~ve A .. lies tod~ y , a.nd more es eci· ll' in t 1 • d ys 

r, may n~G.\:e it o<- s ible for he rho le o m n • nd t ro ress on to 

ne er ·nd bette~ vorld. 
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