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VOICES I LOVE TO HE1R 

The r i es ,hich liner int e memory 

By 
bba Hillel ~ilve 

t 
Tne Te ple 

On 
Sun""' mo nin;, Dece ... ber l"', 1942 



There re .an voices, m r .L r· ends, e love to :~ r -- t e voice of 

children , the voice of love , t e voice of pr· i.=>e, t r e voice of usic . T e 

e rth is filled it:1 thousc..nds of voices . T e e ·e c.n T voices r.hic::. . e c o not 

like t o heur - - t 1e voice of rebuke, the voice of .:..te, t'1e vo ice of dece it, 

the voice of doom . There ::-... e rr.~n .. 1eo ... le . • __ o nt..ve ec..rs to .1ee..r voices, ·Jut ..... o 

he r not . They t.. re de· .f to t he sounds - nd. :1c~ir1b of mo.3t of t1 e t: ings tLey 

should he ' r . T~e .orl , c bout t ~e~ i s full o ... voices . Ttey &re sim: l y not 

tuned in . Tne have not turned on t e rece Jtion s itch to hear voices a ll 

around t hem . 00 ,eti es z. en t_1ey do ye r them, t ':!e~ ~re ~ec_ ived • tl:~em, for 

voices c""n be ver· su, den nd ver~· beguiling . 

T'-.ie spoken ord is fre _uently t de tool, t · .e dangerou tool or ec..J.Jon 

o the dem~gogue, the udventurer, tre cons ir~tor. e r ·a ·o : s . de be voice 

ore _ o ~e ful in aur d~y . t no tirue had t. e vice of an travelled so r~oidlr 

• nd r eached so ;.:._c;. y _ eo le simul t a eously as t od... . 
. 

malicious f· lse ood is f ,.._ more d~ .. n ;erous .... da.y as it l1i. s ...,ccess 

to the mouth-piece of brond-c sting t.p_.· r·tus . One c an ere te nic on 

• orld sec le t~-~~ b·, the sound of voice . In the a· t • voice :as not so 

all- po• .. erful . It had to move much mo.ce slo • ly t.. d t·-.:.ere ms f r o e time 

to ex Jose fc..lsehood before its mischief ·; s fully discovered . 

Our Bible is a. verit~ble s phony of voic s . . e begi n itL. t e voice 

of God ( , ! ) - Let there be li~h t . d ucxl's voice rever ber ates . . 
throug out t '1e Bible . The voice of od is over t· e .u. ter , h e -et . out fl mes of 

fire . T1e voice of 'od t un 'eret . Th-re i s the .·till srr.a.11 voice of - - t he 

voice of proJhets, s Tes ·n singers i the ible; the voices of t ' em t h· t 

cry in t he , i -erness . T ere •• re the voices of rin0 s, :ise en - - ~, ·eet voices, 

1 e · rt-breucing; th re ~re the voices of t he cro d, t e n - r ~ voices, voices 

in fe r nd in BX ecst~.s •. T:_e e i'"' t e voice of e t ....... 1 desol· tion; • nd 

.... lso t.-e voice of .routh, t e voice of the s s . 
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That is why I supt?lse r::.en through tlie ' es ave turned to t he Bible to liJten 

in on t heir suoarb voices -- t 1mt amazin- medley of a strut;f;ling, smfering 

·nd aspiring manKind . 

I should li c you to listen, this mo::cning ._. it.1.1 me to t~e stor:- of 

one ~an of the Bible -- stor , 1,.rhich is orated in great det·.il i.nd out of .-11ich 

story there come voices :hic=i 1~ ve reverb0r .. ted t:rroughout t L.e u.6es . The::.,e a.re 

muny dra. atic e_cJisodes in the life of t riis man . Each episode epitonizes in a. 

voice, a phrase, a sentence ·:hich has .:.i.b i ded c.:n.d lir vered ir the mind of men 

these many gene re... tions . This mcin ..-.-us the she _.?11erd, •. c:..rrior, r "" bel &.nd '"ing . 

He was sorely tempted End he sinned .:-nrl he suf .. er2d .~nd he reb lled . le e ;r erienced 

gre--t sorrm in the loss of such as are dec.rer to one than his o :n life . He 1rnew 

treason, betra:ral at t he hands of his ov,n son . I refer, of course, to t..vid, 

Xing of Isr.:.. el to ·::horn a.t l ea:..; t -t'7o books in the ible t.::.re devoted, v,no founded 

a dynasty which was to last forever and to i,llom G1n';istiani ty traces t::;.e lineage 

of the Jevro:;-~ 

'3hen one listens to tae stor of Kin6 D vid, one realizes 1
• o,. i .mmortal 

his voice was, ho, pm;;;erfu1ly his voice s oke to us· todt,,:r across the a6es . 

iou first come u11on this Da.vid as a little lad, c. shepherd, a Je i 

\>rno hud been bru ve enough to Th ·e ~rise • oo·.erful .. 

leader umon; the Philistines. The .J e1,S fled because of hiJ1 • Tl e country 

lay pro3tr c.t te . T:'10 )eo;_Jle lay bee.ten b~fore tl:lis E..11 po ,erful person . There 

was no one to challen6e the mi;:;ht of uoliath -- no one . T' en this little 

shepherd , David , announced that he single-handed v,ould .:..ttack t ne rivf-.1 . 

The peo_;>le scoffed ~nd laughed . Finally t he king was }ersm.:..~ed to give this 

little lad c. chance . They gc::.. ve him he .... v:r t.rmor . D& vid could not wear the 

:....rmor . It • as to hc&V-.f to -~.-all< in . All he needed was a sling 1::1.nd a stone . 

And David corlfronted Goliath - - the terror of t e ·J e s - - t.1is invincible foe . 

. ) 
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He -=>aid to him: "Thou comest to me ·. i th a .:,·•1ord, und. Ii th a s. eu.r, and ii th a 

javelin; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of· osts, the God of the 

c..r ies of Israel, rr om thou hast taunted . This 14ay ·r,ill the Lord deliver thee 

into my hand .. that all the el.rt my o·: th_ t the. e is - God in Isr· el, and that 

all this l..Ssembly may . o : th t t ' ~e Lord sc:1veth not id th sv ord t.nd s et..r; for the 

b ttle is t· e Lord's.n I love t t voice - th .... tvoice of courctge =1nd c:.ith in 

the midst of catastrophe nd disaster, a voice undaunted . nd men have loved 

such voice ::, t !1roughout the ages for they have saved t ... e from utter collapse. 

The · revive the s irit and .send theGJ. .... c , into the £'ra , to win, i en seeJ ·ngly 

everything seeus lost. I cau0 ht the s·:ne voice in the voice of L,hurchill fter 

the fall of Fr&nce • en England lay ~rostrate, l:)ro.tCen and ief e ted. It ms the 

darkest hour for England, • en En L.1nd v s a defe seless before t !e mi ->nt of 

Hitler as little David was defenseless before the i i ' t of 'oliut:. On th~t 

day Churchill s~oke up and th 0 t voice ias an ecno oft e voices o~en in the 

Hills of Judea three thoisand ears ago . This is ihat he said : 

''Therefore in ca.stin } up this dread b lance sheet and contemplating 

our anger.3 ith a disillusioned eye, I see reat re sons for· tense exertion 

and viligance, but none vh&tever for _anic .or despair ... Upon the B~ttle of 

Britain de;end.s our o·m British life and the long continuit of our instit·1ions 

and our em ire. The ,hole fury and mi .,ht of the enemy may ver ~ so-Jn be turned 

upon us ..• Let us therefore brace ourselves to our d ty and so bear ourselves 

. that if the British Common:ealth and ~mpire last for a thousand years , men ill 

still say: "This · s their finest hour ."" The s me voice -- the voice men 

love to heur. 

And our own President R~osevelt, in the d r<est our of our country 

hen our fleet for a time 1as broken in the Pacific, ! he day after Pearl H~rbor 

?resident Roosevelt s oke in a voice reminiscent of th~t voice of the ancient .. 
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King of Israel. "So far the ne.·s seems to be ull bad ... e mut be set to ... ace a 

long , r a ains tcra.fty and pow erf 1 b· ndi ts ... It i 1 not mly , a 1 on0 ar, 

it will be a hard w· r ... ~.e are goL to ,in t h ~r nd 1e re goin to win the 

eace th t follo· s~ The s·me voice men love to heur. 

In th~t story of David we come u on another voice -- the voice of 

friendship. Da..vid an:i Jonathan -- those t· .. o : ave beco e SJnon.,mous in literature 

of the world for a noble and binding sort of friendship. The Prince nd t e 

shepherd, friendship as an eternal covenant. Jonathan loved David vith his 

whole heart. David loved Jonathan. Johnathan loved David so 1:1uch • e wanted 

im to succeed him to the throne of hi& f~ther, Saul. Saul bec~me jealous 

of David. He ··as urged by his son to do no harm to D vid,his friend. Jonathan 

-1: s endan::,ering his life at t:ie hand of his f a.ther Saul because e interceded 

in David's behalf so much. Finally the break .roved inevit ble. W Saul vs 

det .rmined to ensl·ve him. Jonathan ·nd David met for the last time. And 
voice of two 

here .,rou he r the/friends who will never gain meet. "~nd t_--ey Aissed one another, 

and :. ept one • th another, til David ex eeded. And Jon than said to David: 

"Go in eace, for s much 's ,, e have s rorn botn of us in the name of the l.ord 

s yin0 : "The Lords.all be between me nd t.ee nd bet een any seed and thy 

seed for ev_r." I live th~t voice. Tha.t voice men have loved -- the voice 

that is the voice of friendship. 

When D· vid hard of the death of his friend, Jonathan, slain on the 

battlefield, one hears another voice, the voice of tribute paid by one friend 

to another: "I am distressed for thee, my brother Jon~than; Very pleasant hast 

thou been unto me; · onerful was thy love to me, Pa ·sin the love of women, Ho 

are the m.ighy fallent" 

en you read on in the stor of David, you her another voice -- the 

voice of truth. David is no King. He is no·•, po erful. He s the po, ·er to do 
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\ hatever he .;ants, and power corrupts him. Po er leads t o temptc... tions, le:ids 

him to trample over other men's lives in order to get· ru..t he wunts. Bathsheba 

was a beautiful oman, the ~ife of Uriah, his br~ve serv·nt ,ho 'US fighting 

in battle. Arri David lusted after Ba.thsheba. Bein; .{ing and all-po·1erful, he 

resolved to dispose of his friend by putting an end to Uriah . He sent a letter 

to Joab to ut Uria in the forefront of the hottest battle and reture ye from 

him that he may be smitten and die". Then you hear t ~e voice which has reverberated 

tbroughout the ages - the voice of the prophet athan ho comes to the King 

and who tells him that he has done wrong. He tells him the ·- rable of the rich 

man and the poor man -- taking the one lamb of the poor man r~ther than taking 

lamb of rich man's flock. David heard the story and said: ho is this ·man? 

And Nathan points the accusing finger at David and said: "You are the man!" 

I like th~t voice because it vindicates t3e divine in man. Such voices -- the 

voice of conscience, pity and of truth have saved humanity over ~nd over again. 

Such voices are fre uentl hated. David did not kill the ~rophet. He said: 

"I have sinned a 0 ainst the Lord." 

"Truth, from her first appearance is our enemy", said a wise man. le don't 

like to he·r the voice of truth. Today our world tortures those people .rhos euk 

the truth. In most counties of the world, truth-s)eakers have been illed and 

sent to concentration camps. Think ,hat ;ould have happened to Nathan if he 

had said what he said to David to ? u.ssolini and Hitler? 
of 

You read on in the stor1 of King David/another voice -- the voice of resignation 

and suffering. The child th~t Bathsheba b0re to David •as ver sick and David 

besought God for the child. David fas ted, and lay all night upon the e&rth. 

None could comfort him. And on the 7th da, the child died. And the servants 

feared to tell David lest ye would do himself some m...rm because of his love for 

the child. David heurd them whispering and he said: "Is the child dead?" T ey 

said, "Yesi" "Then David arose from t e earth, and ashed and anointed himself, 
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and changed his apparel, am he came into the house of the Lord and orshipped, 

then he came to his own house arrl ,hen he re uested, t ey set bread before him, and he 

did eat." An:i his servants said to him: "thou didst fas t arrl weep for the child, 

while it was alive, but when the child was de~d, thou didst rise and eat bread." 

And David re;lled: "While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept, for I said: 

· no knoweth whether the Lord ill not be gracious to me, th t t he child may live? 

But n~ he is dead, wherefore should I fast? Can I bring him back a ?ain? I 

shall go to him, but he will not return to me." 

That is the voice one loves to hear - the voice of sorrow that has been 

modulated by isdom. It is a proud way to face bereavement. 

I have heard other voices -- the voices of those for whom sorrow proved 

unceasing, who refused to be comforted, who refused to be divorced from sorrow, 
I 

who keep open the wound. Religion does not counten nee such sorrow. It is an 

implied criticism of the justice and mercy of God. 

When you read on, in the same story of David, you come upon another voice -- the 

voice of paternal love which suffers all and forgives all . . You come upon the cry 

of gries wrun from the heart of a king. The King now an old man, quite content 

to let his estate fall from his shoulders, to spend the final years in peace 

amidst the peace of his family and friends. But his beautiful son, Absalom, 

whom he loved so much tries to take the kingdom away from his father. The King 

is of course compelled to muster his forces to meet the invading troops of his 

son. So he sends Joab, his commander out to meet the forces of Absalom. He 

calls him aside and says to him: "Joab, deal gently for my sake with the 

' youn man for this is the only son I have." All through the day of the battle, the 

king paced the chanber aiting to he~r the outcome of battle -- waiting to hear 

about Absalom. He sends his watchman out to see if any messages have come 
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from the battlefields. "All is well1 Blessed bet e Lord God who hath delivered up 

the men that lifted up their hand against my Lord, the King." The first t hink 

David asks the messenger is: "Is it well with the yowig man, Absalom?" And when 

he is told the truth - Absalom is slain in battle, the king was much moved and want 

up to the chamber of David and wept, and as he went, thus he said: "O my son 

Abasalom, my son, my son, Absalom1 Would that I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son, 

my son1" 

Another voice -- the grief-stricken voice of the broken old king, the voice of 

love who suffers all, the voice which reveals that it all comes dovm to this: 

"All your battles and triumphs and power ambition and ghlry are now reflected in the 

old fathe weeping his heart out over the gates for a beautiful and beloved son 

who caused you so much sorrow in his life and s-0 much more in his death. This is 

all of it David. When you make up the balance sheet of life, the few people whom you 

loved and cared for - that is all that E.tters. All else is nothing . . 

Finally you read on in the story -- you come upon the voice of denwiciation, 

self-denial. David in one of his last battles is in the Cave of Adullam and he 

is very thirsty and tired. And he knows that not f ar away by the gate in the 

City of Bethlehem, now in the hands of the Philistines, is fresh water, and he 

wants it. And he tells three of his bravest men to go and fetch him some water. 

And the three m brave men go out and bring the water back to the king. But the 

king suddenly realizes what he has done. He takes the pitcher of water and throws 
do 

it to the ground: "Be it far from me, 0 Lord, t hcit I should/this: shall I drink 

the blood of the men that want in jeopardy of their lives?" Even a king dare 

not quench his thirst with the blood of other men. Of course the king could command, 

but the voice~ the old love for his people -- to make sacrifices for them. Men 

should not ask other men to .make sacrifices for them or to restrain themselves. 

Everyone has his own life to lead. But he should not ask of others to sacrifices, 

and kill their chances of happiness for them. 
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And so, there are myriads ofvt>~ces in the Bible, in this one story of the 

Bible and out of it come so many stories, voices -- voices of courage, truth, 

fortitude am resignation, the voice of love and of denunciation. There are 

many other voices in the Bible and outside of the Bible. Blessed are those who 

listen to the sound of these voices. 
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