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LETTERS RICH I RECEIVE FRO SOLDIERS 

What do the reveal about the inner life of ur n 1n service, 
t eir s iritu l ra ctions, t ~eir t ts of r nd 

peace, and - home. 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

t 
The Temple 

On 
Sun morning, December 27, 1942 

. 



Ky sermon of this morning as ,· i tten b other ms, by the nda ot 

soldiers. 

I have tre uently as ed my self durin the 1 t ye or soa ·ht re our 

boys t hinkin0 or - - the boys ho left t er homes and hav one to the camps. ,hat 

is going t'u- ugh their mirds? t re they t! in ing ot in t is ne orld in hich 

t ey find themselves, and I ve very c ref lly nd it. reat interest sc ed. 

the 1 ttars. any ot these men ve ritten t ,an, m y ~r them - . undreds ot 

• them. Their letters h-ve been var revealino., in ma y ays very heartenin • Some 

or the things or hioh soldiers ·r t inking · ! 1- 1 s e t · 1 mornin, r the-

let t . e sp .kt e. 

In the first lace, there are first re ctions of th men ho leave t1eir 

om civilian 11 vaa nd schools and Jobs and profe a ions nd ant this ne orld, 

utterly different from the orld from hicl1 the come. S rprisingly enough, one 

finis very little complaint in these letters. If' 3 does find any coaolaint it 

has to do rgely 1th such th~s the dull routin , t e .onotony or a soldier's 

life before ha sees active servi e, which is act lly very import nt t aining 

to lhich the man • re subjected. For some of them, it is hard achieve ent. But 

b and large, one feels t t e over mient has done a good Job in loo after 

the needs or the men and in tr✓ing to ase eir transition from civilian to 

millt· lite. One soldier riteaa 

"The change tr:>m civilian life tot t of a soldier is a great one and . ey 

reudJustmenta r necess ry. times, too • y times in fact, hen those 

readjust ents re unple sant, ear pron t ov rlook tl • basic reasana 

wh e are here, an see only t nu.ea, regul tiona • inor d·scaaforts w ioh are 

no. part or our d 11 lite. 

•Your letter was Yery timel and it refocused in my mindthe hi h aims for hioh 

• are fighting. And this time I on•t ll e si ht ot those aims ain, cou what 

may •••• • 



Th s discotorta re eased for many of the men b a goo sens of humor. So 

I find in our or t e letters or t e boys to me, fter hie inducti n into th rmya 

•u tor the eala, th cutlery is li Jens en, t e pier like r nce's 

finest, the met like the T vern, fish like e Orleans' fin at, roll and bred 

like Da ona' , pastry like cNally Doyles 1 d coffee like Grosh· •s so - c n1t 

com lain, and besides the me e ser ant is standing directly ov r my shoulder.• -

llk the i Je a boy o rote from the G rman prison bout the ondertul tre tent 

he was gettin and who si ned himsel.f - Osser. 

Another note on eats fr many of these l etters is this - ho utterly 

gr .... tetul the are tor the slightest attention paid to them, ho hungr t e are to h ar 

from hoe, eve letter from home, ever , to en, e:rer ift of e 1 ast value is 

to them a link 1th home am all that home s t ands for. Our Temple sent to our 

boys in service - over three hundred oft em a an\llCa box - thi s 1iah e 
at sol iera 

believed u1u-,/would like to receive. Arid r t e ho t of letters o ould 

think e sent a million doll s to each one. Ori or 

•oe r Joy Spre deraa 

The other da yo erformed miraclel Yes, an illusion on par it' the 

wizardry of erlln. Let me ex~lain my tatement. Picture a sol er boy r turnin 

from a t enty-mile hi e, ving toted a fifty owid pack all mornin and fternoon 

in a swelterin hat. It's not a prett portrait, is it? e , to continue, the 

first ple sant noi e of th day s e al·ays elcome, 'ail C 111 • T t as 

the signal far many sets or blistered teet to hobble at top speed. On return to 

t ' e bar acks this d ughbo , opened a ne l received bundleJ and then it ha pened. 

here, mom nt before, gloom ad surrounded heart, cheer • teelillg n 

emanated. you ve probably opined, t at service n as .yself and th t bundle, 

t t joy-producing element, as ·our Chanukah 1ft. I than you from t e bottom ot 

my heart t or y ur lliracle ••• -• 

Every one of our 1fYl!~f1,tB5l1c• rece1vea as a to 

a little silver ezuaah, th . gift o our congre tion. Th ezuah ie 



which we e ave been told to place on the doorpoats or our homes h ch con 1na 

the •Sh1ma" and pru er •And thou s alt love t. e Lord t G it .. all thy 

heari, and th all thy mi ht•. , e sent it to each bo not s c or mul t -

simply as token, a reminder or hi faith, &id t t 1 ttle 1ft s an 

am· zin res onae fr them. 

7he roota or 
To me it ·a~ been t · e first indic tion ho re 11.y 

deep, rellgioua loyalty c o. "e are not v hopeful of our youn people 1hen 

they are t home. Sometimes e on er wh tis o n : n their he ts and int eir 
l'.:.2ll 

minds. Something l.llte this happens - a ar - nd/get t . is re cti ns 

• It made me feel on ertul arxi honored to receive the ezuzah you o i.Idly 

sent me. 

It ill be constant reminder of ... fact t :iat I• pro t be n eric 

Je fightin to ive to the ,orld a bit of 

enjoyed ••• • 

freed l ve 1 ays neris ed Id 

Another boy ho is in a par cute division rites tis, "The 'ezuzan is rt 

of my Jwn ing e uipment - I n ver jump i thout t. 

le ae~t one to boy int - outh Sea IslaiXls and he 11 tit and he •rotes 

"I ould be v lad to receive ne oft gold ezuz Temple. I 

had one on e y ~r b t lot it, 

such lovely gift •••• • 

it ur did brea -.y- he rtto lose · 

And another more able -toe reas imself or-e beautifully more o tically 

itesa •Did you ever . ve the odd feeli.. of s iv ra t vers n the 1 n 1th o your 

spine? Did a certain somethin seem to rise 1n ·our throat nd sort o'c oke 

you? Hae _mist aver clQuded yo· vision e to as ont eous pr nee of te re 

in your eyeaT ell, that ia ex ctly .~t ha ened to me ·~an I received the rand 

1ft trom The Temple. 'Tia mi ht difficult t ex.l in how r tifi I as to 

know th t even though I had left my Jewish Communi t and • s now minority member 

or uite a varied roup, there could still be a tie t. t could 'brin my s~irita 

home.' 

! ahall al ays w ur the •Menzah1 and rel prom to let others know th t I, 

too, have a religious faith or• 1ch I not shamed •••• • 



A "iuestion that I h ve frequent}¥ asked myselt is - Dot· e en , ho o to 

service re<.1.ll.y kno hut it is all about - • n t t ey r fi hting torT Are they 

just res_ niin to the call or duty because t '1eir country e .oned them? Are t hey 

thinking in mechanical ay about eir service? Do t e re ll.y understand r at 

is going on in this hi toric l struggle. Arrl ar t ey looking ead, be 1 ond? 

Jud.gin by their letters - most decidedly do they know, and most decidedly re 

t ey thinkin ahead! This 1s a from a l etter from a bo ho Join the 14 • rines 

because it &'.t)peared the hardest service. 

•r ' ve thoroughly enjoyed m five montr s of training. T e, a t ti e.i, the 

oiru_;, h s been pretty rough and . rd, an r tin s come v ry slo ly ( ·,-.hich is 

certainly different fr the Army), but .11 in all, I'm qu.ite :~ pp h re. If I 

had the decision and choice to make &.~ in, my an~ er ould ba th.3 s a • 

no lOY'er or fighting nd arfa.re, but e've &. Job to do now, our .. a , of life is at 

st ke Wld nos crifice can be too much noit 

• ,· e move .out tcmorro destin tion unknown. t • e have th as uran~e that 

our assignm nt ill be "active• duty. 'varythi is in r eadiness ••• " - He 

moved out to Guad-.c~l and w s wouno.ed in service. ffe m e h t it : all 

about. TI ere was ~ Job to be done. Our 

to do his share. 

of" life . s t stake aoo. he &.s prepared 

T ere is another one fr another boy& "I • ant to thank .; ou most sincerel 

tor· the comfort th t The Temple b a rovided to my m ther s nee t he pa sing ot 

my dear fu.ther Just u. little ove. a 'er go .•• 

•So rar ever-1thing he.a s goner ther ell for and I ·an sa.l t t I 

have no c mµlaints to a ·hloh re even orth m ntioning, as I ow t .. e e re 

thousams of boy who are lot ·,orse off t~ an I can possibly be. / only hope 

is that hen this is 11 over, t 4 e Job 11 be done once nd for all, in order that 

those who f'ollo 111 not ve to t · ke t1m i ut to do it 11 over ain ••• " 

They all want to lo thia thing once and tor all 10 that, \hoee who tollow will no\ 

have to take tiae out ot their liTea to do the same thinl aiD. H, too, 1a 
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reaching out tor a more peaceful kind or orld, a world in hich a .l un0 

has a chance. 

He'"e is another, The men tl t I've had t e pri vilo e of meeting re ll 

plendid, devoted to one. purpose, and t h tis the surance th t t h t for 1hich e 1re 

fighting to preserve is the foWl tion t h t ill endure. 

"I beli ·ve en kn the v rious reusond b 1~ thi3 r, and kn th· t there 

must be but one result. To lo~e one's life is a small price to , ii' the 

knowlad et' t happine s ill be left for t h ir ilies and fri rds. eak men, 

th rein find 'o ge, and strong en t refr~m inspire others. 

"To ttain that security, I Join .t others, hob th ir sincer.ity, am 

their hoyes, µr y t t soon, men ill be t th ir ; ords into pl shar s and such 

things s bition, the ric,ht to "int{ nd the ri · ht to live ill be ssurad am as 

evident as the air e bre the." 

Ha e is a other letter: 11• e all kn 

front, hether it 1s the home f'ront or b, ttlefron • 

ices : re to be made m the 

1cver, after the toil is 

finished and the lao \, :Jhot as echoed, t is time it 111 be a better orld :since 

,e have our old errors to base rograss upon ••• • - A bet er world, a more nduring 

world, a nobler orld - that is at 1e • are re ching out for. 

Here is a boy ho is persuaded, e e. t hav the rising eneration Imo 
more traintN in 

the prophetic drewa,u7school. He writasa " I make a re uest, ask a f vor that 

ill aan much to me and, perhaps, to other sol iersT The 'l'emP.le S ay ochool 

has an oxcellent opportunity to implement the teachings or Judaism and directing 

th religious message toward ecific oals. Let the t ants be given a rasp • 

or t e moral issues involved in t' ~i war. Bu.t ol'e, 1 t them under t the propheUo 

dream of pe~ce, or a real brotherhood th!it ffords e uali t , for all tions, . oplea 

and races. Let them le rn 

Psople'a Century ••• • 

teach must uor fioe to id 1n t e reali tion of a 

Yea, our n know hat the are r1 t ror. 



ht about their inner lifeT t e t.~e S?iritual stabilitied oft eir 

l!vesT Do aoldiers huv t ma to t . in' bout spiritual things, about God, n destiny 

and , rth and t .. inga of the spirit? It is re kable at thoae letters reveal. 

Ple se remember th .t t ese letters \'ere not solicited, e e not s~ed to expre s 

themselves about these things. It is spontaneous aenti 1 t expre sed b. - frierns 

to a former teacher and Rabbi. 

"ln ~ case the demands of a full schedule of fll~ht trainin preolw.e 

att ndance t Temple. Your remembr nces, and t h ·elcome u.11 ..:tin, e..1r a re suring 

mess e, th refore, t we re still v ry much a rt of The Temp1e an of y~ 

ccwnuni ty, and t : t t he fello· s ip n s .. !ritual values o J isa remain 1th 

us wherever ar y take us. 

"This reassurance is hearten , for our rali i n, ur aitJ God &re 

unfailln ellspri a or the cour& to r· ht for t just or · : ich J ism 

h· s envisioned throug the enturies - 1., us 1 s b~en tho htl sly 

neglecttul or flippant~ disre rdful .. a --etofore, no i<eanly are or . ii 

remission.• 

I tim thi note almost • confession r .nib through many them. \ t:: took 

reli ion 11 htly ban .,e . ere at home. ~"e neglected it at times. But ere, it 

is 11 here. Another boy in a Nav 1 Hospit 1 ritesa "It 11:i hard for me to describe 

the teellng that took hold or me when I received the Chanukah ift from the Temple 

tod y. Somehow, it e me realize ho stron reliuio1 c iv s a e ot 

securit in aw r-torn orld. 

• e contents _re not t.e t s ch flooded being ith a rlch feeling, 

but the thought th t ay people h d remembered e on t;: i da while I a so tar 

rrcn home. 

•It as a feeling which s p irtly tilled th enib rrassi;,ent. Em rrass nt 

due to t. e f ct th t heretofor I ve not been overly r 11110\18, but 1l 1th 

everything so different trom my past lite, my faith in God 1a Uk• a toroh in a 
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world darkened by so man unanswerable ue~tions ••• 

"In surrowni.ngs such as this U. S. aval llos 0ital, o e is suddenly a ,akened 

t the full reallz· tion or the stren th f religion and the • rt it p ya in allaying 

some of ths pains that medicines can h rdl~ touch •••• " 

And here is letter th t came to me ,· i th over-po erinJ emotional r ling. 

Thia man· rites& "I be i eve if a survey ere taken oft e attitud or the an 1n 

se vice today - especially of those en near o alre dy in actual co b· t - one 

wo find a terrific tendency towards religion. In other orlds, in the so-c lled 

hour or danger, th average fellow sort or looks sky ard and rays a little more 

than perhaps he did as every-day John Smit - or in our c e s every ay Joe 

Goldberg. ,ell, I think that it ai0 ht elp a little if during services evary 

Swrlay, a hort ~ ayer mi •ht b said for those fello s ov..,.r t ~re - Je e.nd 

entile alike - not ju t ention int e tinal enediction - u something extra." 

He as s fo~ prayer for the men in a rvice - 1 • tl xt ~ prayer for th J wish 
f.rgm 

.nd non..Je ish ·boys. This re ue;;;t ill surely b Jr ted. ·e shall/n on 

say a little extra ) r er fo!" the men in service. And stran ely eno , thi 

request comes from a boy fro hoc I never ox cted this. 

And he re is an ther t.1& t at rtled me a "It 11 , it. pror o respect t 

I received a ers ~1 letter fr y . I am on active d ty tar ove se· s am c nnot 

;roperly ·type a reply, You will ha re t decipher miserab o ha.ndwriting ... I 

..,t tioned on a tropical islam in t e out. est P cific d t us 11 eliv is 

cjpaamodic. 

"For lo • t r th r am I • ve atteixled y ur Swld y ornin~ Serviaes. 

Many or thea are inielibly recorded in my emor I s l ll remember yo u. for tha. 

•Ir 1 as all of us do that the tyranny and bestial tra tmont which e as 

a roup . ve received from t.e enemy is des. 1.:able. small rt in the affair 

is to help aqu ,rely knock oft the £· s for t e Nazi viper. Li.ta as slave is not 

Orth li'Ying. 



• y I digress a moment to tell you r my interest in studyin tor the 

Mbbin te. During our crossing, lacking an old ine Rabbi, I ste ped in and 

led services on the ship for the J wish boys. Later on, 1th the re dy help ot 

tha hief G a,lain, I elped arranae or Hi h loly .011 ys on the isl·nd. 11 

this set me to o 1~ th future possibilities of becoming Rabbi ir.ys lf. 

"",That puzzles me and thus a.uses hesit tion is the inner need I r 1 for 

.::J 1ritual guide.nee. Ha--;e It e abidi 1th r my t hers1 t ve I the inner · 

~t na and endurance to face a ·rnrld f 11 f rejudices nd fi:>ht for . h· t I 

feel has ri ht to live? I a only a soldier now• of Uncle am•s Nre-t n,.y, 

uut once I 'Tas confident y un~ te cl-:er, h vi j t r dusted fr<D a small 

Uni veJ. si ty. 

"Could ou help •ith a little dnce on my sma.11 o lem1 Should i sti.ldy 

for the RabbinatG~••••" 

In the louthwest Pacific, on a tro;,1cal island in the midst f ar, a. young 

Jewish sc-1 ier i thinkin not only of God but 0..1. t. .. ossibility of dedic ting 

1is lire as c. minister of God. 

at re these n thin.-: n bout God? H re, ain, I fird confession 

in their letters, and r~turn. Tney rite t he.t they tho .. they could t along 

• ·thout a God but h vine looked aroum atrl seen h t has co to th orld, t.1le 

collapse of civiliz -ion, the ~res r~turning. Here is a lett ra "This lett r is, I 

hamef c dly s · y, the first formal oont ct I . ve a.de with you a.nd Th Temple 

.in a goodly number of y rs. But I ve eden thought or you and, th lea to your 

te chings, Oid 1s 1 ys in m he rt. It has b en so sine~ oon£i tion in 1935. 

r-erhaps confession is go~ for tne soulJ if so, mine .1111 be gr tl r benetited by 

the following. Not that I ave committed any tr ns re sion. But I 11u t sa t at tor 

- good, long hile I firmly believed hat a man's life - any nd ev ry kind of man -

could be one of 1rreproachab111ty if h but tollo; the dictat s or the Ten Commammenta 

d h con oienoeJ &Di thus b lleving, th re re in me a sort ot nti-re imen tlon-



:.lf-reli ion j, eellng . This • as 

£or the pre ent violent course of 

sted o t frOill under me b t.e realiz tion of t~e vause 

~ e·:ents - roa;> 1t -bout thro n too many ople 

"ho had begun b thirudn a I aad arxi t.en r ually distorted their ~once tiona 

or • t w .s r· t \llltil barbaris resulted .•.• 

"I imagine alJD03t var r<?n it.1 io you come into contact has some re uest to 

..aka of youJ re is mine, a re ue t for kno led a. T masters n1 t . eir avsoci~ted 

oraina of the United N'4 tions ar~ toda,1 e~ rossed in t e task of formin t:.eir t'lans 

for a peac desi n d to please 11 int e post-. r orld. But I believe their plans 

... re all coqcerned 1th economy, v~n eanc and retritution ••• 

• . t 1., being or ,111 be don ... to return t c minds cf mi lions of so iers 

to normalcy - to make them believe in a crciful -.1od once ain - to niu Ke t. eir 

pirits do a complete about-fQce fr ruthla nwss, :: ic t .ey r v.., been nn are being 

tau ht - to 1·c s.nd lovin kin ass - to be t nee ~ain in bod and 

.apirit? s one who 1_1 ' .o , I "'sk yon. I c··r.'t t l you . o .. much it ould r tif'y 

-e nd many like J e to kn01, tn .., n ~t-doox- t ti o •or d P ... ace Co re~s will be a 

world li iou.s Con re s ~ f ormu tL"'l .. e'""l e ce ••• . 
"L t ... t! ank you from e h.., rt for t e pr er • ic 1 .. r ... roun my neck. 

l am sure it will s tam me in good +e .. ~ n 
V c.lU, e e e 

T. e e it 11 - a young ho t! oug !t he could t alon' i thout God -- 11 

~hat was necessar-1 to follow his o,:n conscience, ten 1 that s ed out from 

an er him when he realized h t similar idea . 

a 1anta men to return to a merciful God. 

don to all the world. So 

There is another letter. • ter a re weeks in th Army ou begin to thini< more 

v.bout od. I believe everyeoldier in this~ becomes more rel4gioua conscious fter 

~ing 1n short bile. 

•In civilian life I as not too re1·g1ous, I al as believed nd h d faith 

in our God but I was not arthodOA such as ra.ddf ther l:om you ma remembera 

inca receirlng your itt I reel even closer to God, and pray to h1a ni htq. In 

~act I olo e my rayer with a say ot yours, 1Bless thia world with thy ■oat 



• 
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c:,r c~ous Jit't of ce.• 

"Th rues loads r t'. i.f't n:i may God ble a 0 arrl ur ongrag tion as he 
I !m ~Bl£!• 

f· thor/ :.as i. the p t •••• ff T'1is Y un..., so ier ·_ll do honor t t e memory or his a r n 

ter t·e turn to rel: in and to God, t.ey turn'• o to J· ism -- the 

reli iou.s or ~ air eoplea Ona boy ritesa ".:.1 ru ue th t in thi.3 ev-r-c n ing 

wivilization - a civilization ~h rain reli~ion is s e~ n0 ly becomin, 1 ss and 1 ss 

4 part ~ rld .olitics, t . ere i s al as t · ·t cert in L~herent feelin~ hich reminds 

_,. t . -t e re wtill . e be s of t 3 ebre, _ itl - t· f .... 1.th •,•hich h s thstood 

centuries of strife • storm and sh&ll e r ··e frOi this crisis strong r han ever ... " 

Tere is a letter ·hich C"mes also fr m ~o-9 . .. re i ~ t~ .. a :J.cific. This b y 

.. rites me 1 " e have a lovely Temple out 1n .. ~ 11oods hich '·0 built ourselv s 1th 

. 
~ lovel pulpit which ild nooers .=,ro· round. Fr oiu- r of ie haY ... t e sky an1 

ot-rs bove d ·hen thare ls full moon hvre • sh ne in on ,c-, words just .... a.nnot 

~int i .. icture of it. One has to be 1 re to re t ictur nd just. h it 

'urings a lwnp in ~,our t .ro t, and ./ ur hmi.r ~ j· t ta 0 s you f el good •.. " 

Tl • .. e it is -- build.1 g syn 0 ogu in the jun le - ild fl ..,r all oum 

the • .1 tar nd t. e stars vve ead. t is ho· it as buil v , r ft n. Jacob 

~ 
built his/in the wil cmess. The c .i dren of Isr e 1 lived in t " .. w111 erne s for 

4 years. Yes, this picture does brin 

building syna agues. 

lum. to our throats. Our soldier boys 

It is nice to hear fr m them. Fre uent e :UiJI Rabbis doubt ether we 

have accomplished anyt..~ing with our young ople. Ther i re lly no ay ot 

... easuring our success or our failure. In spirutual things e c not me sure 

in. It is in years like these when letters come in any eare after our yoq 

. eople have lef't our schools h ch tell ua t t e have not iled alto et er. 

'ere is a bo ho itesa "Throu h the .... ark days m h art is still 1ta 

'l'ne Temple.• Another boy 1t .. s& "The Templ . sin trwnental and layed 

an important part 1n ay intelleatual development - much more so than the publlo 

schools - an I've always had a stron attecti n ror it on that coount •• " 
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oth r boy rites& "T~e Je ish coomunit•r of Io :a Cit , s 11 it is, h ~ r lly 

ken t · '=' cu "ets to _t h rt, w t o ·h t .. . o l illel Fo d ion, i~ . rov1d1 40 n 

ood s for us. The J is. c det tter~ s rvice v~r~ ur. a. " i:lt t e 1oun • ti n. 

''It' .;; not uch l11te The omp-e, bu ~ s rv s sn•t re lly 

f or 

final~,., I as interes ._ed t 1 rn rom tne !otters ho · our bo s ,ere 

udJuut 0 t L solve it 1 non-.i e i h en in t .. .;; service - in th... J , the vy, 
to 

Lne Air Cur s. \,hat o .... out _ti-S :u.t.: m? ' . t i t .. ir r ~ctioii7it? It epends 

ia good de l on ~1ere t ' 0 ' ., ha en t o be. · !:ill :rites, "I ould like to tell you 

omethin6 ~ht I boileve is vi ly import t .. 1 ... pel . rumors ,h_ch , I 

r to be ilb■l 

ci.ble to s • t 
ti t not once • n th.., ervi • have I 

ncountereu ny nti-Sa tis in ey for . It han b n • xp ri ce t • t 

., ip~ tes en ..,ed in t o numerous occup· tio 1 u. t o think of Je ·ish ericans 

ricans orkin rcr (;athollc ericuns, or Prot ~t t 

• common auae. ,!e .. a , job t 

oollecti · e abiliti If • 

ALothe, r boy , a' 0 in the ~v 

"The _?!aVJ , believe e, is ..... rairl. 

~r tn ervice. Th-re is little 

Perh .. s t l tis the ro ttitu 

I 

.3 - . 0 but ""ood 

o d :e . e ~o~! to o it to t he best or our 

ncounter~ ~ s~. c. ~t .. ifferent i_ ce: 

s e it is r su ... rior to any other r nch 

ti-Semi tis , ich tin it be t to ov rloo • 

hut I find , for x mple, in t c e r my t o 

room-l tes ( t. olics) - they let fe th s slip th first e or so, not 

re llzin I was one of Goel' c o~en eople, b· t ft rt ey town o t vi ome hint on 

~ p· rt t l t I s Je iah and seein th-t l 1a~n•t u bad ort or - the;, may h· ve 

.;han ad their m wee bi\ but Jew etc .•• and it we ow.d IDlti ly th t by 

the thousams and th sands of similar circu t. ces at c uld v cy possib 

ll&ppen alon :similar lines - SOit od mi ht cane oat or it! ~ course th entil• 

h stoc na t the t ct that there does exist Je i•h tri nd ot ho 1an1t 

halt bad - •You're d1tterent - but the re t or you _ ell _ _ l l l" Anyhow, I 



' 
HARD Af)JOSTMENT 

The change from civilian life to that of a soldier is a great ooe and many 
readjustments are necessary. Many times, too many times in fact, ,hen those 
readjustments are unplea~ant, we are prone to overlook the basic reasons hy e 
ure here, and s ee only the rules, regul~tions arrl minor discomforts hich are 
now part of our daily life. 

Your letter was very timel 1 and it re-focused in my min' the high aims for 
which we are fighting. And this time I won't lose sight of those aims &gain, 
come hat may .•.•••• 

Donald D. Newman 

As for t he me ls, the cutlery is like Jenssen, t he napiery like France's 
finest, the meat like the Tavern, fish like Ne i Orleans finest, rolls and bread 
like Damons1 pastry like cNa 1 l y Doyles' and coffee like Crosbys' so I can't 
complain, and besides the mess serge~nf is standing directly over my shoulder ... 

Bud ~eisel 

~ 



Dear "Joy Spreaders": 

The other day you performed a miracle! Yes, an illusion on a par with 
the wizardry of Merlin. Let me explain my s tutement. Picture a soldier boy 
returning from a twenty-mile hike1having toted a fifty pound pack all morning 
and afternoon in a swelterin heat. It's not a pretty portrait, is it? ~ell, to 
continue, the first pleasant noise of the day as the always welcome, "ail Call". 
That was the signal for many sets of blistered feet t o hobble at top speed. On 
return t o the barracks this doughboy opened a ne ly received bundle; and then it 
happened. Yfuere, a moment before, gloom had surrounded a weary heart, a cheery 
f eeling now emanated. As you have prob· bly opined, that service man ·,as ir.yself 
and that bundle, that joy-producing element, was your Chanukah gift. I thank you 
from the bottom of my he~rt for your miracle ... - .•.. 

fallace . Rich 



4 and honored to receive the Mezuzah you so kindly 

sent me. 
It will be a constant reminder of he fact that I'm proud to be an American 

Jew fighting to give to the orld a bit of the freedoms I hav always cherished 

6. 

and enjoyed.... • 

I P eeei'., e !he 'i'emple Ball:e tl:n t ega½i!!r~ a e:&d eaj o,,: it. ti-emend c:,s1~r. 

iezuzah is a part of my jumping e uipment -- I never jump ithout it ..... 

Alberts. Kronheim 

-
I would be very glad to receive one of the gold ezuzah from my Temple. I 

had one JDf on the way here but lost it, and it sure did break my heart to lose 

such a lovely thing .... 

¾ ~ Elmer Heller -vv._.._..,.,...,.. ~ µ,, 
Did you ever have the odd feeling of shivers traversing the length of 

your spine? Did a certain something seem to rise in our throat ~nd sort o 1 choke 

you? Has a mist ever clouded your vision due to a spon ·neous resence of tears 

in your eyes? ·en, th tis exactly ht happened to me when I received the 

grand gift from The Temple. 'Tis mighty difficult to explain how grutified I was 

to know th t even though I had left my Jewish Commun·ty and was now a minority 

member of quite a varied group, ther e could still be a tie that could "bri g my 

spirits home". 
I shall always wear the "Mezuzah" and feel proud to let others know t hat I, 

too, hc.1ve a religious faith of ·hich I am not ash med •••• 
. , 

Merle • rx 



0 

RE FIGHTING FOR 

May I make a re ·uest, ask a favor that will mean much to me and, perhaps, 
to other soldiers? The Temple S day School has an excellent op~ortunity to implement 
the teachings of Ju:iaism and directing the religious message to rd s~ecific goals. 
Let the students be given a grasp of the mor·l issues involved in this war. But 
more, let them \lllderstand the rophetic drea ace, of a re 1 brotherhood that 
affords equality for all nations, peoples and races. Let them learn · hc1.t each must 
sacrifice to aid in the realization of a People's Century ... 

Robert Koblitz 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my five months of truining. True, at times, the 
going has been pretty rough and hard, and ratings come very slowly (which is certainly 
different from the hrmy}, but all in all, I 1m uite happy here. If I had the 
decision and choice to make again, my answer would be the same. No, I'm no lover 
of fighi.ng and warfare, but we've a job to do now, our way of life is at stake und 
!1Q. sacrifice can be too much nowt 

e move out tomorro, destination unknown. But e have the a sur nee that 
our assignment will be "active" duty Everything is in readiness .... -

I ant to thank ou must sincere! 
rovided to my mother since the ssing 

ye r ago .... 

Leonard Wolen 

- or t .. e c oLlf ort that The Te le has 
of my e~r fat er just & little over a 

So f&..r ever thil\s here has gone :r ther v;ell for rue and I can s&.. th t I 
have no complaints to m~ke hich are even wort h mentioning, as I know there are 
thousands of boys ho are a lot worse off than I can possibl be. y onl~ hope 
is hat hen this is all over, the job ·ill be done one~ rnd for~!~, in order 
that those \ ho follo will not h ve to take time out to do it all over ,. - Martin . Rose 

The men that I've had the privilege of oeeting are all splendid, evoted 
to one purpose, and th~t is the ~ssurance th~t that for hich we're fighting to 
preserve is the foundation that vdll endure. 

I bel'.ieve men know the v rious reasons behind this • r, and kno,·, tha.t there 
must be but one result. To lose one's life is~ small price to pay, if the knowledge 
th t happiness ill be left for their fii.m.ilies , nd friends. eak men, therein 
find courage, and strong en therefrom ins ire others. 

To attain th~t security, I join with others, who by their sincerit, and 
t heir hopes, pray that soon, men 1ill be~t their swords into plowshares and such 
things as ambition, the right to think and the right to live ill be assured and as 
evident as the air we 

Robert eisel 

We all know that sacrifices ~re to be made on the front, hether it is the 
front or battlefront. However, after the toil is finished and the last shot 

1d • have our old errors to echoed, this time it will be a better wor swce we 
tll"Ogress upon •••• 

Ted Lepon 
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~hile on th 
going to 
Rabbi 
It' 

I am 
ver and 

0 Jes on is understood. 

I believe if a survey were taken of the attit e of the man in service 
today - especially of those men ne r or alreadj' in act al combat - one ,. ould find 
a terrific tendency tav rds religion. In other .orlds, in the so-c~lled hour of 
danger, the average fellou sort of looks sk ard and prays a little more than 
perhaps he did as every-day John Smith - or in our case as every-day Joe Goldberg. 
ell, I think th t it might help a 1i ttle if during services every Sun a _a hort 

pra _er mi3ht be said for those fellows over tner -- Je, · and ~nt1.le- alike -- not 
just a mention in the Ainal benediction - ~ut som:t~ ertra •..• 
~ C., f~ ~ Ji ~ ~- llivans 

/\I() 

In my case the demams of a full schedule of fli 6 ht tr· inin0 preclude 
attendance at Temple. Your remembrances, and the welcome Bulletin, be r a 
reassurin6 message, therefore, th t we are still v ry much a part of The Temple 
and of your community, and that the fellowship and spiritual values of Juiaism 
remain with us herever war may take us. 

This reassurance is heartening, f or our religion, our f .... i th in Goo are 
unfailing wellsprings of the courage to fight for that just world which Judaism 
has envisioned through the centuries - a.rrl v.hoever among us has been thou htlessly 
neglectful or flippantly disregardful h3retofore, is no· keenly aware of his 
remissio:r:1 • • • • r 

Jim Goulder - ~ 

I • m un ble to tell you wh.:... t it 
I can te you however that it~ ~e y 

hat are a few nviences 
a part in keeping we already 

Abou irty men from all 
hird Frid~y of the mon 

to bring us toget 

is like here because of censorship r~.u 
"rugged" and vecy cold. 

long as e have the pr 

is outpost meet every 
have no chaplain but that 

It is something like th~t that makes one pause and consider and realize hat 
we are fighting for. In normal life there was a tendency to deviute from reli gion, 
but today hen so many of us are walking in the sh dov of death, we realize more 
than ever what religion is and that realization makes better men of all of us ...• 

Robert Kronheim 

~~ 
It is hard for me to describe_the feeling th&t tooj hold of me when I 

received the Chanuk h gift from the T mpl~ today. Someho, it made me realize 
ho strong religion can ~ive us a fee!blg of security in a war-torn world. 

The con tents ere not the things which flooded my being I i th a rich feeling, 
but the thought that my people had remembered me on this day hile I was so far 
from home. 

I.I_ 



ORE RELIGIOUS 
-2-

/ It was a feeling hich was rtly filled tith ernbar.·assment. Embarrassment 
due to the fact that heretofore I h..ve not been ov~rly religious, but now iith 
everytping so different from my past life, my faith in God is like a torch in a 
world darkened bJ so many i unans erable uestions .... 

In surroundings such as this o. S. Naval Hospital, one is suddenly a·:,akened 
to fhe full realization of the strength of relision and the part it plays in allaying 
some of the pains that medicin 6 can hardly touch ...• 

Edw rd B. Kaufman 

It was with profound respect that I received a personal l etter from you. 
I am on active duty far overseas and cannot properly type a reply. You ·ill 
have to decipher my miserable hand~ ·riting .... . 'tAe ie+,+,ep wee de.ted'"'B'E!p • si and 
j.~ arrived {Qct. 1-i ➔ . I am stationed on a tropical island in the Southwest 
Pacific and thus mail delivery is spasmodic. 

For a long time my father and I h~ve attended your Sunday .orning Services. 
~a of t hem are indelibly recorded in m memory and I shall remember you for 
them. 

I feel as all of us do that the tyranny and bestial treatment which v, e as 
a group huve received from the enemy is despicable. -fy small art in the affair 
is to helps tuarely knock off the fangs for the Nazi viper. Life as a slave is not 
worth living. 

a· I di ress a moment to tell you of ID · interest in studying for the 
Rabinnate. During our crossing, lacking an orda·ned Ra · bi, I stepped in and 
ied services on he ship for the Je ish boys. Later on, with the ready help of 
the Chief Chaplain, I helped arrange for High Holy Holidays on the island. All 
this set me to pondering the future possibilities of becoming a Rabbi myself. 

hat puzzles me and thus causes hesitQtion is the inner need I fEli for 
spiritual guidance. Have I the abiding faith of my fathers? Have I the inner 
stamina and endurance to face a world full of prejudices and fight for what I fa 
has a right to live? I am only a soldier now of Uncle Sam's great Army, but 
once I was a confident young t ~acher, having just gr~duated from a small University. 

Could you help with a little advice on my small problem? Should I study 
for the Rabbinate? ...• 

L Marvin R. ;;ller l 

I) ~ 



This letter is, I shamefacedly say, the first formal contact I have made 
with you and the Temple in a goodly number of years. But I h&ve often thought of 
you and, thanks to your teachings, God is always in my heart. It has been so 
since my confirmation in 1955. Perhaps confession is good for the soul; and if 

so, mine will be greatly benefited by the following. Not that I have commited 
any transgression. But I must say thc:..t for a good, long while I firmly believed 
that a man's life - any and every kind of mdn - could be one of irreproachability 
cmti e~e"n religioue eag~&~ieft if he but follow the dictates of the Ten Commandments 
and his own conscience; am thus believing, there grew in m me a sort of anti­
regimentation-of-religion feeling. This was blasted out fr9m under me by the 
realiz tion of the cause for the presen violent course of hwnan events -- brought 
about through too many people who had begun by thinking as I had and then gradually 
distorted their conceptions of what was right until b&rbarism resulted .. • .. 

I imagine almost everyone with ·hom you come into cont·ct has some re uest 
to make of you; here is mine: a re uest for knowledge. The masters and their 
associated brains of the United utions are todaJ engrossed in the task of forming 
the plans for a peace designed to please all in the post- ar world . But I believe 
their plans are all concerned with economy, vengeance and retribution ..•. 

What is being or will be done to return the minds of millions of soldiers 
to normalcy - to make them believe ih a ierciful God once a a.in -- to make their 
spirits do a comple e about-face from ruthlessness, which they have been and are 
being taught - to ~ercy and lovingkindness - to be at peace once again in body 
and spirit? As one who will lmow, I ask you. I can't tell you how much it would 
gratify me and many liken me to know that next-door to the ,orld Peace _Congress 
will be a orld Religious Congress, formulating the real peace ... 

Let me thank you from the heart for the prayer hich I wear around my 
neck. I am sure it will stand me in good stead ...•. 

Ch·rles ·aldman 

Yesterday in the mail I received a gift th~t means more to me than anything 
I own. It ,as a sterling silver mezuzah; a gift from" y Temple". 

After a few weeks in the Army you begin to think more ubo·Jt God. I believe 
eveI°' soldier in this Army becom s more religious conscious after being in a short 
while. 

In civilian life I was not too religious, I al ays had believed and had 
faith in our God but I as not orthodox such as my grandfather, whom you may remember: 

oses Bloomfield) Since receiving your gift I feel even closer to God, am pr·y 
o him nightly. In fact I close m.{ prayers with a saying of yours: "Bless this 

world with thy most gracious gift of Peace." 
Thanks loads for the gift and may God ble ss you and our congregation as 

He has in the past •••• 
Robert Horovitz 



JUDAISM 

Strange, thou, in this ever-changing c·vilization - a civilization ,herein 
religion is seemingly becoming less and less a part of ;orld politics, t hP-re is 
always that certain inherent feeling which reminds us that we are still members of 
the Hebre ·· faith -- the faith hich has withstood centuries of strife ~nd storm 
and shall emerge fran this crisis stronger than ever .... 

Merle arx 



SYNAGOGUE 

ie have a lovely Temple out in the 1oods hich e built ourselves, ith a lovely pulpit which d.ld flo ers gro. c:Lround . For our roof we hav the sky apd stars above and hen there is a full moon here and shines in on us, ords just cannot pa.int a picture of it. One has to be here t u receive the picture am just how it brings a lump in your throat, and your heart just makes you feel good .••.. 
Elmer Heller 



THE TEMPLE 

The Jewish community of Iowa City, small as it is, has really t aken the 
cadets to its heart, am through the Hillen Foundation, ~ed by Rabbi Ki»t~e;, 1 
is providing many g0od times for us. The Jewish cadets (all ten of us) attend 
services every Sunday at the Fouro.ation. 

It's not much like The Temple, but serves as a gocxl substitute. One doesn't 
really appreciate The Temple until he is away for a while .... 

James Reich 

The Temple was instrumental and played an important part in my intellectual 
development - much more so than t he public schools - and I•ve always had a 
strong affection for it on that account •.... 

Robert Aronson 

Through these dark days my heart is still with 'lhe Temple ..•• 

Sydney C. Bailys 

/j_ 
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IAy life in the U.S. Army as a Je:: has been extremely interesting. I've 
found the soldier who knows he •s fie,hting b. , r for Jewish profiteers as 1, ell as the 
Buddy who understands that there re good Jews, bad Jes, etc. Being at a Camp 
which has drawn most of its personnel from this poor, uneducated Southland, I've 
run into uite a bit of prejudice. Most of it seems to exist simply because there 
are so fe Jes here, that the average boy knows us only from not-too-complimentary 
heresay. There appears also to be strong feeling -- some jealousy I suppose -
a ~ainst the Jewish tradesman who comes into a rural community and in a year is the 
richest man in town. On the :hole I've seen much more anti-Semitic feeling down 
here . 

Have decided to tr'" being what !'d like to have these eople t nk of 
when they hear "Jew". That means being a "g0od man" and I hope I can fill the shoes . 
In facing this situation I'm ver:· thankful for the religious and historic 1 background 
which The Temple has given me. Just wish I'd been a bet·er student and knew more 
answers. 

I try to "keep my mouth shut" ·hen a remark is made under circumstances which 
don't seem to make answering advisable or worthwhile . But at other times, I jump 
right in and thoroughly enjoy "ta.kine a swing" at every lie and distortion which . 
comes up. Almost invariably these latter sessions have ended with better under­
standing and frierrlship, for hich I'm naturally glad. In my barracks not only do 
all the men know I'm Jewish but feel free to ask me questions or challenge me 
about my religion. This is better than worrying about remarks behind my back, 
isn't it? 

Mot of my friends - almost all in fact - are Gentiles. But they are fine 
men am good friends, so I wouldn't ask for more. Army life has been so simple 
that it's dull. Every soldier has his pet complaint, you know - and that's mine ... 

Bob Goldhamer 

Iv fJ. v" 
I wouid like to tell you something that I believe is vitally important to 

dispell harmful rumors _ich, I un erstand, have been finding their way back to 
our homes. I am happy to .be able to say that not mce in the eight months that I 
have been in the service have I encountered any anti-Semitism in any form. It 
has been my experience that my shipmates are engaged in too numerous occupatior-s 
arrl endeavours to think afJewish Americans, Catholic Americans, or Protestant 
Americans as anything but good mericans orking for a common cause. ·ie have a 
job to do and we are goin6 to do it to the best of our collective abilities .... 

Alvin Haas --The avy, believe me, is grand . I am sure it is far superior to any other 
br·nch of the service. There is a little anti-Semitism hich I find it best to 
overlook. Perhaps th~t is the wrong attitme but I find, for example, in the case 
of my two roolllf,mates (Catholics) - they let a few things slip the first week or so 
(not realizing I was one of Goci 1s chosen people) but after they found out via some 
hints on my part that I was Jewish and seeing that I wasn't a bad sort of guy -
they may have changed their mims just a wee bit about Jews etc ... and if we would 
multiply that bw the thousa?rls am thousands of similar circumstances that could 
very possibly happen along similar lines - some good mi0 ht como out of it! Ot 
course the gentile has a stock answer to the fact that theru does exist a Je ish 
friend of his who isn't half bad - "You're different -- but the rest of you -
well - - 111" Anyhow, I find it best to overlook the little unpleasant things 

as e 1ve much too much else to think about •••• 

Howard Klivans 

I 
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I think it is of initial importance that the Jewish people, both in and out 
of the armed service, realize that they have a special stake in this war, not merely 
because our people have been singled out by the enemy for extra persecution atxi 
oppression, but also, because by relative standards, we have benefitted so greatly 
from the fundamentals of the American system, hich are now imperiled. The relative 
benefits have been a ~cepted without question, and it would be as immoral as it 

ould be unwise not to accept the concomitant obligations withe ual grace .... 

Herbert Buckman Jr . 

• 



BACK US UP 

There is one fact that I do want made clear and known. Through my ort 
in the medical department I have oome into cont ct ith many men. There exists 
among them a fierce determination to spare nothing to get this war over as soon 
as possible. They class their lives as expendable for the happiness of our future 
generations. Please tell all that remain at home -- If we are willing to make the 
supreme sacrifice, let the people in the st tes cooperate to their utmost to give 
us the essentials and supplies so that ~e , who h·ve a definite job to do may do 
it as efficiently, expcdiously and completely as possible .... 

Elmoe R. Goldurs 

• ' 
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Felt 

y I ke st, uk a favor t t :ill - n much t me , p r ps, 
to ther so iars? Th T 1 Sw a Sc ool h s n Ycellent op. ortuni ty t implem nt 
the teaclings of J\Xl ism and direct n t reli i us ss e to -rd s~ cific 1. 
Let t e tudents be • ven rasp of he mor· 1 issu s involv in thi ar. ut 
mare, let them under tan the prophetic dre ace, of· re 1 brot ... rhood th t 
ffords e uallty for 11 nations, eoples ad ces. Let the. learn h 'J e·ch must 

s·crific to aid in tne r lizatfon of People's entury ••• 

Robert Koblltz 

I have thoro l· o ed my five months of tr· inin. True, ut ti s, the 
h s b en prett • rou:r nd h rd, and r tin s come very slo ;ly ( ,hich is car inly 

rmy), b t ll i n all, I'm uite nappy here. If I had t 
deoi ion and c .. oice to ks &in, ans1er· ould be the same. o, I'm no lov r 
of fi hln an wurt re, but e 1v job to do no, our , • o life is ~ s • e nd 
ll2 s crifice can be too much no l 

Ul1' 0 • t e . v th urance th t e move out tomorro, des~in ti 
our a signment will be• ctive" d ty. Eve thi. · is in readiness ••.• 

I ant tot ank ou mu t sincere 
rovided to my mot er since t ·1 passi 

ye r ago •••• 

Leon rd olen 

for th comfort th t The Temple us 
of de er j uat .: t tle over a 

So t r everythi 1 re h s one 1.. r ell or and I c n th t I 
have no complaints to hie_ are even • rt e tionin , s I kn • ther re 
tho s s of boys o are lot • ·orse off t I c ssibl be. onl.. . ope 
is t t • en ia ia all ove , t e Jo ill e o once or 11, in ord r 
t t those ho foll ill not h v t t e time out to do it all over in •••• 

rtin • ose 

The men that I've . privile e .or -eti e all splendid, evot 
to one purpose, and t st saurance tl1 t th t for 'ch e 1re fl htin to 
re orve is t e fowi tion th~t 111 endure. 

I believe en k.no tne v rious re sons behind this war , nd kno. th t t re 
must be but one result. To lose one's ille is a small price to pay, if the kno ledt,e 
tat ha1 inesa 111 be ft fort eir r illes nd friende. ewe men, t erein 
find courage, and stron an refrom inspire others. 

To attain th ts curity, I Join with ot er, hob t . eir sincerit, nd 
t eir hopes, pry t! t oon, m n 111 be. t their swords into plo sh res nd such 
t. inga ambition, e ri ht to :think n t ri ht to live 111 be as ured 
evident as the air e r th••••• 

Robert ei el 

s 

e all mo th t acrifices a. e to be e on t e front, het er it 1 the 
ho,e front-or tlefront. H~ evvr, after t.e toil is inished nd tho 1 ct sot 
has echoed, this time it will be tt r ·orld since e ve our old error to 
base o NI upon •••• 

Ted Lepon 



ANTI-SErAITI§M 

, lite in the u.s. as a Je. s been extremely interesting. I've 
found the soldier who knows he's ti htin a ar for Jew sh rofiteers as ell as the 
Buddy who understands th t there re good J e s, bad J e a, etc. Being t a Camp 
which has drawn most of its ersonnel from this poor, un&duc ted Southland, I've 
run into uite a bit of prejudice. o t of it seems to exist simply because th re 
are so re Jews here, th t the average boy kno a us onl fr m not-too-complim ntary 
heresay. There appears also to be strong feeling - so e je lousy I su ~ose -
& 7ainst the Je,ish tradesman ·•ho comes into rural co munity nd in ye r is the 
richest man in town. On the .hole I've seen much more anti-Semitic feel down 
here. 

Have decided to tr being ht 11d ll e to ve th se eople think ot 
when they hear "Jet•. That means bein a " .... od n" and I hope I oan fill the shoes. 
In facing this situation I'm vor thankful .or the rell~ious and historical bac round 
hich The Temple has given me. JU!Jt wish I'd been 3. b~t er stu ent nd kne, more 

ans era. 
I try to "keep mouth shut" . en a re r::c i rn e under circ stances hich 

don't seem to make ans ering vis ble or orth hile. But t other times, I Jump 
ri ht 1n and thoroughly njoy "ta.kin as in" at ever lie ,rxl distortion ch 
comea up. Almo t inv riably these latter sessions hav ended 1th better mner­
standin and frierdshi-o, for hich I I naturally glad. In m.1 rracks not onl do 
all tie men know I'm Je ish but feel free to ask me ue tions o. challen0 e me 
about my religion. This is better t. a..ri orryin bout remarks behind my back, 
isn't it? 

0.3t or my friends - almost a.11 in - ct -- D.re untiles. Bu t e are tine 
men and good friends, so I ouldn't ask tor more. 11.e has been so simple 
that· it's dull. Every soldier as his p t com laint ;'/OU kno - and tnat's nine ••• 

Bob Goldh&r:1er 

I would liKe t tell you ocet'. • ta t I elieve is vi tally important to 
dispell harmful rumors .ich, I un er tand, have een fitd eir ·a ck to 
our homes. I happy to be bl to Sw.., .,~t ot ooce in the • ht months that I 
have been in th service have I encountered a...'l nti-Semitism 1n any form. It 
has en my experi nee t t shipmates t:e en0 ed in too numerous occupatior,..s 

rxl endeavours to think af'Jewish Americans, C· tholic ericana, or Prot tant 
Ame icana as anything but g od ricana . orking for co on cause. e vo a 
job to do and e are go to do it t the be~t four collective billties •••• 

Alvin Haas 

The N vy, believe me, is grand. I am sure it is far superior to an other 
br ch or the service. Th re is a little anti-Semitism hich I tind it best to 
overloo. P rhapa t tis the on· attitl.rle but I find, for examplA, in the case 
ot my two room,matee (Catholics) - they let a fe t.ings slip the first week or so 
(not reall ing I w s one of God 1a chosen eople) b~t after they town out n.a soee 
hints on ay rt ht I waa Jew ah and see tn t I wasn't a bad sort or u_y -

. they may have chan ed their mima Juat a wee bit about Je s etc... nd it 'IO would 
multiply that b • the thousama arxl thouaarxis ot similar circumstances that could 
v ry possibly happen alon sWlar lines - some good m ht come out of it1 Of 
course the entil• ha a stock answer toter ct th t tner does exist a Jewish 
friend ot his who isn't half bad - •You're different - ut e rest 'ot you -
well - - 111" . Anyhow, I find it best to ove look the little unple sant things 
as e•ve IIUCh too auch else to think about •••• 

Howard Kllvau 



It de m- feel on ertul and honored to receive the !ezuzah yo so kindly 
sent me. 

It will be a constant reminder of her ct tat I'm roud to be an Amari an 
Jew fighting to give to the - orld a bit or t.'1 freedoms I hav always cherished 
and enjoyed •••• 

Alan R. Klein 

I receive The Temple Bulletin re rly and enjoy it tremendoualy. The 
ezuzah is a part of y jumpin e.uipment - I never Jump without it ••••. 

Albert • Kronheim 

I ould be very lad to receive one o the rold ·ezuz 
had one Jd on t e way h-re but loe t 1 t, and 1 t sure did break 
such a lovel thin•••• 

Elmer eller 

fro my Temple. 
hart to lose 

Did you v have the odd teeli r of shive s traversin t e lengt ot 

I 

your spin ? Did a certain somath.ing s e to ri e in your throat d sort o• choke 
youT Has a mist ever clo ed your vision due to son eous resence or tears 
in our ayes? ell, that is exactly . t i a .,1 eaed to an I received the 
grand i.t from Tha Temple. 'Tis mi ht difficult to plain how r ! tified I a 
to knO'IT that even though I ha~ left my Je· ish Commun ty and w s n a minority 
member of 11uite a varied grov.p, t ere could till b a tie th t could II r·n my 
spirits home•. 

I shall always ar the • e :r,._._..,..,_ n and f e l let others kna:, t t I, 
too, : ve a rel! ious f i th of hich l am not as. 

erle • rx 



HARD ADJQ TM.W 

The change from civilian li~e to t hat of a soldier is a. gre t aoe nd many 
readjustments are necessar y. times, too many times in f ct, ,;hen those 
readjustments re unplea ant, we are pron to overlook the basic re sons ihy we 
re here, ind s ~ only the rules, reguL. tions a?Jd minor discomforts which are 

now art or our daily life. 
Your letter as ver r timel:v and it re-r ocused in my min i t e hiE>h ims or 

which e are fighting. Am this time I won't lose si ht of t 1ose aims ua1n, 
come wh t may ••••••• 

Donald D. ewraan 

As forte me ls, t e cutlery is lik Jenssen, t he naOiery like France's 
finest, the meat like th, .... T varn, fish liko N~. Orleans finest, rolls and bread 
like Damone' pastry like •rcNally Doyles 1 and coffee like ~rosbys' so I can't 
complain, and besides t he me~s ser0 e nt is s ndin directl over my shoulder ••• 

Bud eisel 



YORE RELIGIOUS 

hile on the subject oft.a boys cross eas nd ind stant lands, I am 
oing to ca ea s stion to The Templ and ire directly to Rabbi Silv r and 

Rabbi Harris am I do hope t. spfri t and idea bah.in t he sug estion is umerstood. 
It's this: 

I believe if a urvey ere ta en of t he ttit e of t he man in servic 
tod y - especially of t hose cen n- or alr ady ln act l com t - -one wou find 
a terrific tendency tow rds reli ion. In other orlds, in the so-c lled hour ot 
dan er, t : aver e fello. son .Jf loo' a sk1 ard an prays a ittle more l an 
. erhaps he did as every-da John Smith - or in our case as ev ry y Joe Gold erg. ell, I think th tit mi ht help a ttle i d ·n services av ry Sun y short 
pr yer miuht be said for thoee fellows over t 1 re - Je 1 nd e til like - not 
just a nenti n int e final benediction - but somet ing extra .... 

Ha. ard J. Klivana 

In c set d~---..s of a 11 ~cl od 1- _ fllJ t r inln precl e 
attend nee ut Temple. Your rema br nces, and t he elcome ul l _tin, be r a 
reassurin__, ~es.., 5 , t her:lf"re, t , .it ·e l..re still v ry muc part of Th Temple 
and or y ur community, and tha t h fellowship and s irit l values of Joo ism 
remain it us ,1 _erever ar m y t ,;.};e us. 

This reassur nee is e rtenin ' , • r o r e1: ,1on, our f · 1th in God re 
unfailin ellsprin of t he cour e t o fi . t f th t J -... .. orld hie J ism 
ha~ env'sloned through the canturies - oever monu us hhs been thou htlessly 
neglectful or flipp t· disre a rdf 1 • . . reto1 ore, i o k enl re f his 
re isston •••• 

• 
Jim Goulder 

I'm un~bL to tell you t ·t ·s like n.re b_cause of censorship rulin ·s . 
I can tell you ho ever ~ tit's very n •Jedn an ver cold. 

, • t re a , inoonvionces cs lo ·y ·e·_· ve t · rl - l e-v of _ n 
a p·rt in eeping t e already h ve? ••••• 

bout thirty en from all units tioned t tt is outpost m et every 
first and third Friday or the month f r services. . .• ve no chaplain ut h t 
isn't necessary t o br' us to· ether •••• 

Don D. ·e 

It is somethin lik th t t n t es o e pause and consid r nd re lize ' t 
ear_ fig tin for. Inn r al life s te enc t evi.te fro rel ' gion, 

but today hen so many of us are ,alkin in tne shado of death, e ealize more 
t han ev r hat religion is nd th t re liz tion ma etter en of all or us .••• 

Robert Kronheim 

It 1 s hr.rd f me to descr • be_ t l e eel1 t 1
1 t t ooi hold of m en ! 

received the Chanukah gift from the T!mpl · today. So ehow, it ! ade mer alize 
ho· stron reli i on c iva s feo 1n of sec rity in a . r-torn orld. 

The contents ere not the thin hie tl.ooded m be · it a rich fe ling, 
but the th u ht th t my people had re emb red e on t .is hile I a. so tar from home . 



0 E RELIGI US 
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It ~ as f eelin hich as .. rtl • filled ~ t ' em r . assment. • rrass ent 
due to the fact th retofore ~ ~ve not been rl rel· ious, · ut now 1th 
ever ,t hin so different fr3m st lite, ~uith in God is lik a torch in a 
orld d rkened b so man i unans· arable uestions •••• 

In sarroundi s sue. s this u .. av 1 Ho pital, one is suddenly ,ak&ned 
to ~e full reallz ..... tion oft e strengt o~ r eli ion d the part it p ys in allaying 
som of the ain t h' t raedicin J~ can h l r touc •••• 

Edw rd • X ur n 

It s with profound r sp C v th t I receiv d a p rsonal l otter from you. 
I am on active du y far overseas nd c nnot properlj typo a reply. You 111 
have to decipher v miser bl handv riting •••.. Th·- 1 ttsr as dat S :Jt. l t c nd 
it j t arrived (Oct. 18). Iams tioned on tropic 1 island in the South est 
.Pacific an j th il d 1 v r y i spasm~ic. 

them. 

For lon ti my ru t her nd ve t tended 
01 t ' e111 e ~ndelibl r c rde in l.)' e o y n r 

ur S a .orning Services. 
sh<..11 remem er · ou for 

I feel a ll of us do t ~t t ann o stial tre tm nt nic ·1e s 
a ~roup n ve received fro t e enemy is despic ble. s U )art in t he ~rtair 
is to help s u.are y knock of f t e angs ~or t he ,· z viper. Lif a a slave is not 
orth living. 

ay I digress a moment t tell yo in tudyin: for the 
Rabinnu.t.e. Durin0 O' er ssL~ , 1 ckin , an o i, ste?ped in and 
led services on he shi for the J lsh boys. h, ·1th the re dy elp ot 
the Chi-f 'haplain, I helped rr e for Hi h Hol ol id son t he island. 11 
this set me to ponderin tie future possibilitie of b comin a bbi myself. 

• t puzzL .. s n:e nd t us cauze hesit- tion t he inn r need I fai for 
spir tual guidanc • H v It e ab:din faith o my r~th rsf H e I the inner 
s -1- ina and end· r nee t o f · co c .: rld u.11 o rejudices an i->ht for • t ~­
has a r i ht to live? I am only a soldier no of Uncle Sam's great rmy, but 
once I as a confid nt ~ un t .• cher, vi:i j ust. rr • d • t ed from a small Univ sity. 

Could you help ·1th a little dvice on m small problem? Should st,ld~ 
for t h R· ~binate? •.•• 

rvin R. oller 



I hop this finds you ;1ell nd happy. 

This lett r is, Is efacedly s y, e irst o l cont ct I h ve made 
w th you nd the Tem le in a g odl 1 number of rs. But I h ve often thou~ht or 

au and , thanks to your te· chings, God is 1 : ys in m h art. It has been so 
since m c nfi tin in 1955. Pe h~ s c nr ssion is o or the soul; nd if 
so, mine will be reatly b nefited b • t _ followin • Not . • t I have cocmited 
an , transgression. But I mUJt s .i t h· t or go::>d, lo. :hile ,. firmly believed 
th t man's life - any and ever kind 9f be one of irrepr0o.~habil ·ty 
and even religious s ti tion if he b t follo the ct tes of the Ten Commandments 
and his own conscience; atrl thus believing, t . re r w in m me a sort of nti­
regimentation-of-reli ion r . lin. This s blasted out from und r me b the 
realiz tion of the cause for th present violent course of human events - brought 
about t.l-irough too many people ho h::.i.d be un bJ t. inkint:> s I had and t . en dually 
distorted t eir conceptions or • ·~t as ri l t until bl..r ism resulted ••.• 

I imagine almost everyon_ ,1th .,hom /OU come into cont ct has s ome re~uest 
to make of you; here is mine& a re 1ue ... for kno led e. The masters and their 
asaoci ted brains of t • ni ted u tions .re tod y en ~rossed in the task ot forming 
the plans for a peace designed to lease 11 in the post- •rar •, orld. But I believe 
their lana are all concerned tth conomy, vengeance and retribution •••• 

.. tis bein0 or ill be don- to re the minds r illions o sol iers 
to normalcy - to make em believe 1h a" ,rciful God once a ;ain -- to make t eir 
spirits do a ca,;plete about-face fro r thlessness, ·hich they have been ard are 
being t · ht - to mere til1d lovin ndness - to e ·t o C':? once ut:) in in body 
and spirit? s one o ill kno, a k y u. I can't tell you ho much it ould 
rat· fy me .d n li e a :te to 'mOii t h· t n t~~or t the ,or P ce CongrP.SS 
111 be a orld ligioUII Con.,re~s, r ormul tin t l X3ace ••• 

L t me ank you from e • eart f r t e r r ·hie I ear aroWld 
neck. I am sure it ill stand e in ood st ead ..••. 

Charles ;ald.man 

Yesterd yin the mail I received a i,... t m ns more to met an an· t 1n 
I own. It ·as a sterling silv r mezuzah; a -ift from n: emple". 

After a fe eeks in th .,r begin t o 
ever: soldier in this rmy becomes mor relieious conscious a 
while. 

I believe 
in a short 

In civilian life I as not, too reli ious, I al a s l ad believed and h d 
faith in our God but I s n t orthodox uo. a J 1 run f tl r, ~ om you remember 1 

oses Bloomfield. Since receivin ,. ur 1ft I fJel ev n closer to God, arrl r,y 
to him ni,,htly. In fact r close m . r ors i th a ayino- of y urs, "B ..,s this 
orld with thy mo3t racious it of P ,· ceL" 

Thanks lo s _or the 0 if.'t and ma God ble ,s ou and our con-re ·tion as 
He h1 s in the ast, ••• r 

Robert iorovitz 



BACK us QP 

There is one fact th t I do w nt made cl l" and lmo :n. Through ort 
in the medical department I have 00lll8 into cnnt i th many men. There exi ts 
amon them a fierce determinati-on to s re not r.~ toge tlis ~r 01e= s eoon 
as ossible. They class their live as ex endable o ~ ha?pine s of our uture 
gener tions. Please tell all that remain at 1ome - If v:e ~re .:.111nT tp ke the 

• supreme sacrifice, let t.l-\e people in the s tes cooperate to th ir utmost to giv 
us tha essentials and upi)lie s th t • e, who • • ve • definite job t:) do may do 
it as efficiently, ex diousl and cm letely as possible •••• 

. Elmoe • Goldurs 



4PPRECI IION gr IFT 

Dear "Joy Spre dera•a 

other d :·.l ou performed .::nir .... cle 1 Y s, an ilku ion on par i t i 
the ·iz rdr· or erlln. Let me explain my t te ent. Picture· a soldier boy 
return rro a t ~enty-mile hike vir. • toted fifty po ack all morning 
and afternoon in as elterinu heat. It•s not a .retty ortrait, is itT uell, to 
continue, the fire t pleasant noise of the day ••• s he al ;a s elcome, " 11 Call". 
That as the signal for many sets or blistered feet to hobble at top peed. on 
return t ~ th barracks this doug boy opened a ne 1 receiv d bundleJ and th nit 
happened. ere, a moment before, gloo had surrounded e ry heart, a cheery 
f eling no emanated. As you h ve . rob bl opined, t t service n as . • elt 
and th t bundle, tl - t joy-producing ele1 ent, s ow- Chanu.kah gift. I th nk you 
from the botto of .{ • ec..rt for your ir· cle • . • • ••• 

, rallace , . ich 



THE mJPLE 

Th Je ish community of Io.,:a City, sm 11 it is, s reall ta1 en the 
cadets to its heart, arxi t ought e Hillen Foun ation, led b bbi Kirtz , 
is providin cany g ~ times for us. The Je !sh cadets { 11 ten of us) ttem. 
services every unday at the Foundation. 

' It' not much 11 e The Temple, but serves a good substitute. n oesn•t 
really appreciate The Temple until he is a~ for a wrile ...• 

James Reich 

Te Temple w s :nstruoental and played an important rt in my intellectual 
development - uch more so than t e public schools~ and I•ve 1 ays had 
strong affection for it on t ~t account ••••• 

Robert rons on 

Through these d rk d s my he~rt i~ still th !ie Temple •••• 

Sydney c. Ba.ilys 



JUD ISM 

Strange, thou, in this ever-chang a ·viliz tion - a civiliz tion ·herein 
reli ion is seemingly becomi less and less rt o ;orld olitics, t h re is 
always t t certain inherent teelin hich reminds t . t e are still memb rs ot 
the Hebre · faith - the faith hich • s withstood centuries or strife nd storm 
nd shall e rge from this crisis stronger t ~ an ever •.•• 

erle • rx 



JEWS HA V ~ SPECIAL uTMJ 

I think it ia of initi 1 importance th t t : e J13 ish eople, both in and out 
of th armed service• re llze th t t. ey have s eci l stake in this r, not merely 
because our people ve been ain d o t b • t e enemy for xtr . rseo,1tion aid 
oppression, ut also, bscause by relative s tandards, e han benefitted so greatly 
from the .fundamentals 0£ the 1.Dlerican S'Jstem, Jhich are now iDi· eriled. The relative 
benefits have been a~ce .. ted ithout uestion, nd it o\lld be s immoral as it 
would be un ise not to acce_ t the concomitant obl1 tions ith e U&l race •••• 

. erbert Buckman Jr. 



SYNAG QE 

e ha.ve a lovely Templ out in th . ods 1 • c e bull t ourselv s, tl 
lO'lely pulpit which 11.d flo ers ro, uround. For our roof e h Y . the s y 

and st rs above and .nen tnere is a full moon h re .d s· ines in on us, ·ords 
Just cannot int icture of it. One ha t o here t rec ·ve the picture 

nd just how it brin:gs a lump in rour throat, our no rt ju. t K ou 
teel good ••••• 

Elmer Heller 

DO NXS 




