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As I look back over 25 years - the world scene, 1943. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I /. I ft_ 

9 Came to Temple in 1917 - during first orld War. 

Today 25 years later, we find ourselves in second ¥orld ar. As I scan t2, 
world scene over this quarter century, waile I was this fact, the 

two ars ~ which so-to-speak~t - stands out most prominently. 

I came here. s a very young man - shortly after the United States entered 

the war. !y war enthusiasm ran high. I was uplifted, as were most Americans, 

by the high idealism of a new world - to which President ilson gave such elo ·uent 

voice. I War to end war. Self-determination - abolition of secret diplomacy -

removal of economic barriers between nations - reduction of armaments - freedom 

of the seas - adjustment of colonial claims - and formation of an association of 

nations for "mutual guarantees of political independence an~~.Ointegrity 

to great and small stafes alike." 

I saw the young men of the Temple go off to war - in large numbers -

along with millions of other American youth. I, myself, went to France in the 
~u~wa,~ ~ame w- of 1918 - for the American Committee of Public Information - and the 

French High Com. It was shortly after Hindenburg and Ludendorff launched their 

greatest offsnsive on the Jestern front, which brought the Germans back once more 

to the Marne at Chateau Thierry1 only 45 miles from Paris. I was there when in 

July the Allies
1
under the unified command of General Foch1 began their brilliant 

counter-offensive which in 4 months mrought the ar to an end. 

Together with all other ericans, I tasted victory. I cheered with 

boundless joy when the Armistice was announced. Here at last was the thing 

we had hoped for. I was in Paris July 14, 1919 for the great Allied Victory 

Parade~ebration - the very epitome of triumphal splendor, pride and happiness. 

Yes we had wonl No doubt about itl The enemies of mankind were utterly defeated. 

Now our hopes for a better, freer _and peaceful world could be realized. We had 

it in our power to bring it about. It was Spring-tide in the life of the world. 

How eager we all werel How full of great expectationsJ. 



All this happened in the first few years of my ministry. As I round 

out a quarter of a century since that time, the Germans are back again not 

on the arne, but in Paris - in fact, in the whole of France and nearly in 

the whole of Europe. And America is at war again - another global war. 

Young men of the Temple by the hundreds are again going off to ar, along 

with millions of other Americans. This time it is ~es. Roosevelt who 

is eloquentltl voicing""" the idealism of the conflict which Jilson voiced 

in those days. 

On the surface this fact is very disheartening. The staggering parallel 

between the first arrl second wars may well sha/e our faith in the capacity of 

nations ever to surmount war. At 50 I do not share this disillusionment,although , 
I find myself less given to high and ecstatic expectations and to dreams of a 

perfect world in my lifetime. The experiences of the last few decades have 

sobered us all. We have learned how extremely difficult and complex are the 

problems of world pacificatio~,how inade uate simple appealing formulas really 

are and how much jungle underbrush will have to be cleared away before the free and 

open highways can be reached. 

The very fact that this is the second orld War,fwghf.., the same objectives/ 

~~~ these objectives are so vital and inescapable that they will keep 

" on pressing for a solution until the proper solution is found. We made many 
,--rJ 

mistakes after the last war some quite uninten\ially and thes¥stakes undid "-"'"c.Q 4 the good that was intended or accomplished. But these mistakes can be 

avoided in the future
1 

since we now know what they are. No great human task­

whether it be the abol~tion of slavery the abolition of poverty or the abolitioH 

of war-can o~ succeed at the first attempt, but every earnest attempt brings 

t't~er to success. One need but recall how difficult it was to unite single 

countries like England, Italy, Germany or the United States, whic:ffil :!:;-poaad 
" 



-4. 

of more or less homogenRus population1possessed of many cultural, racial and 

--~~ 
historic eemnuiN:~, afiri~, not to lose patience ith the slow progress of 

world unification or pacification. -
The second outstnding fact of my quarter of a century was the birth dd 

death of the League of ations. It was the most courageous and promising 

adventure of the hwnan spirit in many centuries. Had it succeeded t here 

would be no second orld ar today. At the outset I hailed the advent of 

the Leagua.~n I despaired of it as I realized that it was being used 

by the four major powers for their own specific interests and that as soon 

the interest of these major powers would begin to conflict -i #? 

t,Qe -sotBN", the entire structll-e of the 

is how *ned. In recent years, I 

than ever that a reconstruc~ League, 

~t,J., 
League would be e.ee•'llo'6:.od, and that 

I 

have 

free 

become more strongly convinced 

from its earlier~~, 

represents the sole salvation of mankind. An allied victory in this ar 

may not be immediately fol.lowed by a resurrected League. A long transttion ~'" 

may be re lrl.red to heal Europe and to cleanse it of its Fascist defilements, 

but sooner or later, a orld League
1

embracing all peoples, including the 
~ ~ ~ 

former enemies of th United Nations, must . .be re-establishedl ~ ~-~ ~I 
ti:. V ~ ,....,~ .,...~~~ J ~ _ ___. ~ ~ ~ tft u.... A llJV11•~ ~ ":-:-::)/ ------ , 

~ t- third outstanding fact of my quarter of a century - one which: 
IA 

I effected the entire erw - was the Russian Revolution. It occurred the 

very year th~t I came toCleveland. The Russian Revolution, of course, mu s 

marks one of the great moments in history - a turning point• Fverything 

that has happened in our world since 1917 has been influced by it and everything 

in the future will be. What the American Revolution was in the field of 

politics in the la.st 150 years, the Russian Revolution will be in the field 

of economics. It is like the weather - you may approve or disapprove of it, 

but it is there and always will be there. The Russian Revolution reached out 

.. 



beyond the borders of the Soviet Union. It sha'fpened class~-- among 

~11 nationa. It inspired radical movements everywhere. It frightened the 

possessing classes terribly and rallied them into Fascist movements topounter­

act it. Communism became a wor 1d battle-cry, and azi Fascism has been its echo. 

The pact between Communist Russia arrl Nazi Germany three years ago wast~ 

signal for the beginning of the second World War. The end of this pa.ct was the 

signal for the Nazi invasion of Russia and for what might well be the prelude to 

Hitler's final defeat and the destruction of Fascism in the world. 

I re-acted most unfavorably, as did many other people, to the violence,. the 

terror, ~the blood purges, the liquidaii:>n of whole classes of the Russian 

population, to the suppression of freedom and the attack upon religion. I see 

no reason for white-washing th,se immoral acts at this time or for re-casting 

history because the fortunes of war have made t..~epnitad States and the Soviet 

Union allies. But I did not fail to see
1
and frequently to speak of, the 

remarkable achievements of this revolutionary movement in other fields - in 

bringing heal th, education and higher standards of living to the most exploited ~f/....c,/(WflJ 
---1tc"~~~Odm_v 

masses in the worl.ckt CI. two visits to the Soviet Union in 1926 and 1956, I was 

able to observe the remarkable dynamifpsurge to new fo1'IDS of life and the high 

confidence of its youth. I sensed amazing reservoirs of untapped strength. The 

~ ~.IAV. 
recent evidences of power on the part of the Russian peo_le ti> resis~~sion, 

has amazed me, of course, but has not come as a com9lete surprise to me. 

The world tomorrow will learn much from l'Lussia about co-operative~iving, 

.~'t~1"'~ procjuctJ.on fo~ use rather than for profit. Russia will 
l'------~ -h ,., _ _h ~ jl'_._ Cv-.t t,.,..l . 

learn much from America about freeB.om with securit~ I am also persuaded that. 

Russia will not forever make idols of tractors and dynamos and santuaries of 

shops and factories. The hunger of the human soul for things beyond industrialization 

is even now beginning to make itself manifest in renewed interest in religion 

among the Russian peqle. 



Another dramatic phase of this p._..iod has been the decline of democracy 

and the rise of dictatorship
1
or the organized comspiracy against human freedom. 

Democratic governments were either destroyed in civil wars as in S...ain or successfully 

manouevured out of existence by .political chicanery and gangsterism as in Italy and 

Germany. In the last 20 years all the gains which had been scored through 14.\ 
~ revolutions since the American am French Revolutions were canpletely 

,b..f ~ O.J,rl. ... __ 
~~rated in most of Europe•~anti-democratic internati,onal came into~, , -

,(,,it cunning and heavily financed. Whatever served its purpose was shamelessly 
U\. 

exploi tedr ~tionalism, racism __.a threat of Communism, Aile a~t was tuthless 

-k 

and indecent in its use of terror, violence, the concentration camp, the torture 

chamber and universal es~nage. s<Ru-ges were set o~ught~ducation was 
lf '"'~ ,.. /' I ' 

prostituted to the level of 

~ ~ ~-------- propaganda,-,; world became filled with refugees 

and exiles. ~e era of naked despotism, a mad, vicious and lawless era, 

wherein the fudividual was deprived of all his constitutional rights and completely 

submerged in the tyranny of the state. 

Nevertheless, I am convinced that all this is but a passing phase in the 

progress of mankind, a tragic interlude, a long retreat. ~ankind ia struggling-,_ ii•·,, 

today toward greater economic a!IJIII well-bein~ecurity. For a time\~~~ ,.. 
sacrificef liberty and freedom for it: but~t is on the way to regain its lost 

equilibrium. The slump in idealism arrl international morality is also destined 

to come to an end. Because of the teribltrutality of the last decades, moth men 

and nations~ bec~e calloused. They bye hardened their hearts to human 

sufferigg. The persecut~on of minorities~ written off as~omestic affair., 

Moral isolationism was the refuge for the tired conscience of the world. Dictators 

were -to Illa appeased. Evil was t,., ac tolerated if it was expedient. 

The world is atoning today in blocxi for this moral isolationism. Never 

has retributiai been so swift and so great, bbt we~ doing penancel We 1!!! 
i\a-.-...... ,~ ~ 

confessing our sins finally .mtEi in &. contrite mood t -ae may emerge better and 



strmger f'o1- .i:~~ ~ ~ . 

During the same period, mankind registered remarkable scientific progress 

in technology, in invention, in transportation and communication, in the protection 

of life. The human mind probed deep and successfully into the heart of the 

mysteries of nature.~ human hand gained vastly greater pov1er,. ~alth was 

produced more easily and more abundantly. On the one hand this has been 

most heartening. On the und±d, it is only underscored the dreadrul lag between 

spiritual and material ~:::ailll~ tetween prosperity and happiness. One becomes 

less discouraged, how&ver, if one 
(..L/ 

remembers that spirikal progress is 

.~ .. 
progress, iait ever:y child born 

always 

slower than scientific or intellectual is a 
,, 

stone-age child and that with each new generation, the whole job must be 

GA.~~ I 
egun"4-m,,,. • But quite definitely, the human race 

mighty effort ~•IJ,IY for a new world order, herein science will increasingly 

enrich the physical life of man and the principles of justice will determine 

his social existence. ~e glorious opportunie':'t..ait our childre~ ~ 
I' ,, 

that is the most blessed thought of all. 



_,j,,lf I~pos~ible, i ~inst oft e ~bn r 1a c nditions of war, to ev( luate the .rcgres3 

h.ich A.rneri~~- hB s mt: de durine ~st quar er century. For all normal rocesse~ re er.eek d 

or deflucted in .ar-time. ; emergenc., conc.i tions are cre::.i:e ,nich l'..3.7?. n0 re ation to 

Y1r1::.t h.'ls recede Our pe ce-time rogress pr r to this i'ar, ~t :: ai t till after the 

war for its )roper a )pr isa.l. 

iJIIIII But I do bel icve tn t .&ri can eople regi ~tered certain very def in i e ad·,rance 

since 1917 r.her: i+. entered first or d ,ar. d it learned certain ·ery valuable lessons 

wnici1 it h~s tried to u to rnod use. 

First - The dangers off 
q -

se ros{)eri t . '1nrld far followed by ecade of gilded, 

e;audy, giddy b om da . .rs. V ,.s• fortunes were m.3.d.e. ... illionaires b," the th Usc"n s sL""J ~ 
SLecu ation became a na ion p st-time. Stock-~arket~ becnme one v st 

r. tion~l eaT.1 iri£ house. 

Then c~~e the er~ h - in '29. Te gilded er s itr~rec into the dark, cank, 

esp rate e Jression era - of bread lines, of fifteen r.:i ... ion u.: employee, I»fi , sr ps r.. 

f ctories i , b~nks failine. busines 

It toe~: us .:-e. r~ t0 climb out, an that only _prrtiall:r, from the pit of economic dis ster 

into llhich w nad f".~.len. 

ne ... earned a few lessons. It is n0t enou.eh to have vast resources, te~: .. log:" 

ar.d man-power. 

~.1.: u't.t~ i i:.l f oun 

purci asi power 

r: tion rnu'3t hcwe a just a .d etnica s.,rstem of distribution/1 l eseo, on 

tion of all peop e sharir..g equal.: in vn:qt is ;Jroduce:!. ,nen 

es not keep pace with its pr due ti ve capacity, nn ec0nomic catastro he 

Q_ 

40 
9~~ t~j;. ~ b~~~~/~?1:,;,;. i ~ la~ e~ ~uq,a ~ /M4 

~ ~~ makes roduction twprcfit:ible j fact ries c ose down. Tnose wilo 

receive exce~sive rnfi s"'urwb e to • ut the. to ilork - invest - artificiru rise . 

~ ---
life~ t Out of wreci.: of

1
boom era - :e Deal - A new co ce tion of ec no ic 

' G varnmentp elation t it. Its irn - put our economic h use in order. Put men back 

to work. Raise wages inc. incomes of r.t sses. Pt blic works tnke up economic l 
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to f rmers. sm( 11 -busine s men, orker~. Cneck pecul ti n .d ru.:: c.r-o, markets . 

1W' . 
rotect {g' inst :c1onopnl .:.es an big busi ess. 

Go·,emner. t ?J!l:!in ~ ~ l /).t .£k. 
w rh ...... ~ w-ni ~ ===-

Some :neasur s i~ - in .. < 1 id~ted. Otu~rs , a1.nst r:r-rafQS of re-c 
- - " ~ 

itions, rnachi er:•f +R tel bor co 

re t eco om· c 

disaster. 

lutocr3ts fnreo ten.-

i}no:r "' PP P!@htJMi:8 :. ture --------- li es , .d rinci :!. s 

b .... ,e\" e 1 - "- ic.:1 is neither Socialitm nf'r ec nomic ~~, , but t:ie 

eric11 n • T benefi a 

"lo<), p ~~ • 1 .titterly ~ -hJ ( 
rt::: -.~!'911'"1'ff~ _ soc1. sec · i ty. • • . .. -~- -

acce .. ted. (~ t- .-ot .. int; finel. 

T·1ere is enoug.ct f r all. n:. '11 d sr-are in it. After .; ~ 
- · -4 ' r, freed 

f' ro=,.. ,.. r. t • - - n< • t ~c::>nomic ~ecuri t~.- d ed t _)oli ticnl freec.om. 

"lb e ~ 
not w rk( C~r~~~~~~w.. ... ~e.r-A 

• A •• e 

.,f 1. ,,·lessness "n€ri ca l as e-rer ~ 0 

orcnr:.ized ealJ C d r..ot be enforced.} Tra.in men in tem_._)er,, ce . n s~-!'-

con~rol .. rdest y, bu cnly ay . 

~ r_:cm.strial ~ C0~1 ~n steel strfaes - 1519-no- _1. 

hr ugh u 1)e.riod until ar. Rien to re:rmize - closed n o en s· p. . , e. t m de to 

se_f-restr~.:n . mnt?!--do . dr g-ou fi.i:ht ins1>ired b,, on or t. e ot J.er l ill bri G 
------------~------------ ~ '=-----

r ne i dust.ri. 1 tnt -s ""'s .. i > n ne- 1 bor 

.:.n er. nee. 



# ) ".r · i'. ~: • o er,. ~•- 3 d sc0 re nd riot - • ~ e= ,:, a• l T 
- y GI t" t 

• 

r . . ""l!Tle r Red l unt. 

0 

t.t st a_,on of ec 

,nre r ecen !) i r ed . 

-----

S: .. s , ten ,e rs a.r us d r o 1ir.g ~e-; t:or. to ~ eric is • Pr~c • ~ 1 ife I 

• + • ~ re 0 -.,e ~" ..:efe .. o.e e!' . 1~ ... lv • 

.-. 
i . rcti·vc en t1 :u.s • ,. s:n ,f" i c 0 l 1 ~ inc. . -~ ... e ru . r "1 r pr. r . .. 

Ho " ,.,r ecioll.s is· thi the '0~ ~' ' --'-'- . 
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