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The American and Cleveland scene, 1943. 



"THE RIC AND CLEVELAND SCENE" 

concluding lecture in series 

"As I Look Ba.ck Over 25 Years" 

Sunday - January 17 

As I look back over twenty-five years, I shall endeavor to define the progress 
which our coj.ntry has made during this last uarter of century. The American 
people have learned to love their country and appreciate its institutions and 
ideals. What has happened abroad has shaken us out of our cynicism and com
placency. e are noi resolutely determined to defend our free institutions. 
But we must do more than conserve our ideals and institutions for ourselves. 

e must share t nem with the old world, which needs a renovation at the hands 
of the new. This war calls for more than a military crusade on our pa.rt; it 
calls for a political and spiritual crusade so that the old world may have a 
new birth of freedom. 

As I look back over the American scene I find it impossible to evaluate the 
progress our country has made in the past quarter of a century. Progress 
is checked in wartime, am it is necessary to wait untiL after the war before 
a pro er appraisal can be made. Nevertheless I believe that the American 
peoples have registered uery definite advances and learned definite lessons 
during the past 25 years. 

First, we have learned the dangers of false prosperity. The crash of 1929 was 
a frightful shattering and disillusioning experience in which our financial 
geniuses turned out to be not only false prophets and shabby thinkers but 
financial crooks. ~e learned that it is not enough to possess great technological 
resources and man power. We learned that something else is necessary, namely, a 
just sound system of sharing the things that are produced. 

Out of the wreck of the boom era came the New Deal. The American people resolved 
that there must come about a ne conception of economic life. The New Deal has 
been denounced by plutocrats who have the New Deal to thank that they are still 
plutocrats, who in the depths of the depression called on the government to save 
them. The future of American life lies along those lines which were forged out 
of the emergency, the crisis of the 12O 1s and 1 3O 1s and the Ne Deal, the aim 
of which was to put America's economic house in order, is the American way of 
solving our problems without resorting to Communism, Fascism or Bourbonism. 
Our Industrial life is not moving smoothly even now. We have not yet found 
the CCIIlplete answer to the problem of industrial conflict and unless we do 
find the solution our democracy is in danger of being wrecked because it is 
failure to resolve the industrial struggle which brings on Fascism. 

Our government has set up machinery for the arbitration of industrial disputes 
which has, in many cases, won the gratitude of both labor and management. But 
frequently this machinery has been disregarded. Too often meither party has 
exercised the discipline and self-restraint or the respect for the public at 
large which the situation required. There are too many men both in the 
chambers of commerce and in the labor unions who are all too ready for a show
down, a lmockdown, drag-out fight. It is persistence in this tendency which 
destroys democracy. A new philosophy is needed which will dispsne with 
doctrinaire theories that labor is always right or capitalism is always right. 



As I look over the situation in Cleveland in the last twenty-five years, 

Cleveland has been a good city to live and work in and its leaders of 

thought had not lost their heads ...... . 

(from here on, the radiators clanked and 
I could not hear - sorry ....... . 
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1.) Imp<,a 1ble, in 1dat of the abnormal cobdltiona of war, to evaluate the progreaa 

which Am rico. hse made during laat quarter centul-7. J'or all normal proceeaea are checked 

or defiected in war-time. ew emergency conditions are created which have no relation to 

what haa preceded our peace-time progress prior to th1a war. uat: wait till tter the 

war tor 1 t proper appraisal. 

2.) But I do believe that er1oan people registered certain Teey 4etln1te adTsncea 

11nce 1917 when it entered tirat orld lar. And it learned certain Tery valuable leason1 

which it baa tried to put to g od UM. 

3.) 1irat - !ha dan&er• of talae proaperi '7. orld lar followed b7 a decade ot glldecl, 

gauq, giddy boom day-a. Vaat tortunea weN made. 1111ona1rea b;y th• thouaanda were 

. Speculation became a national paa\-1111•. Stock-markets became one Taal 

national ambl1 houae. 

Then c e the craah - in 129. The gilded era alithared into th dark, dank, 

desperate d preasion era - ot bread line,, ot fifteen million unemplo79d men, ~hope and 

tactor1ee 1 le, bMks tail1n,;, buainees bankrupt, tin o1al wizarda exposed a, crooka. 

It took us ye rs to climb out, and that only ~rtiall7, from the pit ot econo 1c d11a1\er 

into which we h t llen. 

e learned a f4w leesona. It 11 not enoU€,h to han T&at rea urc••• technoloc, 

and man-power. J. nation muat have a Just and ethical 17atem ot d1atribut1onc Baaed on 

ol1t1oal found tion of all people ebar1r~ equall7 in what 1• produced. en a people'• 

purcha1~ power doe• not keep pace with ita produo\ive capacitT, an economic cata1trophe 

1a inevitable. n protita are channelled into handa of Nlal1Tel7 few, while maoh1ne1 

eoonomio makea production unprofitable, tac\or1ea cloa• down. fhoae who 

reoeiTe exoeaa1Te prot111 unable to put them to work • inTeal - artifiolal rlae. 

Out of wreak ot boom er - liew Deal - A n.,, oonception ot eoonomlc life. 

Ocr,enmenl relation \o 11. Ila a1II - ,ut our economic houae 1n order. Put en back 

to work. lai•• -«91 and lnoom•• ot ■a11e1. • Public workl lake up eoono■ic l • htenl help 
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to :tarmera, amall buaineaa men, workere. Check apecul tion and run-away market,. 

Protect &&&inst oonopolie■ and big bualn•••· legw.ate 1 l>or oond1\1ona, machin ey. 

Oovel"lllllent ahi:tt in. 

Some meaaurea 1m rative - invalidated. Other, acainet raT&«el o:t re-current economic 

41auter. 

••• Deal damned. Plutocrat• fnrgo\ten. 

!he are economic • J'uture -

laid down by New Deal - which 1• ~either Sociali■m nor economic 

Jmer1can w of maldng economic progres, to benefit all. 

T .e 1m ortant meaning of 9ocial securi t7. 1'1ttor}7 

line, 9.Jld prlnclple1 

, but the 

• 0 nerall7 

accepted. .1othing final. 

er .i enouc}lt for allJ And n.11 lhoul.d share in it. After thi w , freedom 

from want; Econo 1c l8Cur1t added to political treedo. 

3.) Leanied also from Prohibition era, - 1919. X t it laud1ble • ealed to 

m~ of u_.. Al ~ led to ~ t evils. Dra1t1c ea uree did not work. Cr ated worat era 

of la leaanee1 erioa baa ever known. Bootlegging, racketearinc, 1 alc-e ele1 -

orpnised t;an ■ter1sm. lepeal.l Cofil.d not be enforcedl !rain men 1n te re.nee and 1elf

contro1. &.rdeat way, but only 'f/&7• 

4t. ) Indus trial . Coal d ateel atr1kee - 1919-30-21. 

Throucbout period until war. Right ,o organise - oloae4 and open 1hop. At\81'1pt •4• ,o 

de1tro7 \rede un1on1•• Labor 1\aelf aplit. Lab r racke\eera ■a4• their appe&rance • Ban 

not~, learned \he anner - ■q wreok De■ocra07. Government baa ••' up mach1ne17 - Baapec\ 

••lf-re1tr11.1n\. A. lcno_...4own and drac-ou\ flpt 1nap1red b7 one or the o\her w111 brine 

1aaoi• to America. Call for new lndU1\r1al 1tateamanlhip and new labor leader hip. 

~.) Spread of intolerance. Bed acare and riot, ln 1919 - Olenland, liq, 1919. 



5.) Spread of intolerance. Bed ■care and riots in 1919. - Cleveland, ay, 1919. 

Palmer - Bad hunt. 

Communiat m nace expl61ted by labol'-buating 1ntere1ta. 

Juat aa Anti-Semitism exploited -- weapon ot economic atrucgle. 

1.1.x. - Dearb rn - ore recently !iu1-1nap1red. 

American people is learning 4an&eroua uae• to which intolersnoe 1a put abroad. 

a.) I.sat ten ye • aroueed a growing devotiac to Amerio n1 . .American wa ot lite 

A detenn1ned reaolve to defend lt. 

Bekindled an active enthuaiaam tor k!erican and ideal• - Old word■ and new meaning. 

lh&t ha.1 ha·pened abro d 1tartled ua out ot our oomplao•ll07• 

How precious 11 thia herita«e - Give 1t to the worldl 

ore than tood - Sand our idea1 oruaa41ng throu«}l the world - 180 yeara aeo . 
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