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1YOU CADOT DO BUSINESS ITH F CISTS IN NORTH AFRICA" 

Abstract ot the addreaa by 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

Sunday - February 7th - 1945 

-----------------
Why were the Darlan deals and the Vichy administrators 1n North 

Africa tolerated ao long by our Government! Two explanationa otter 

themselves - one ot military expediency and the other ot pr-Fascist 

laaning• among certain elements in our own State Department. 

Our Government, it is claimed, ants to win the war as •cheaply 

and as quickly as possible•. It ill, theretore, elcome anyone who 

wants to ti ht on our side. It will make deals with other Darlana, 

even with the Pruaeian Junkers - •1t a.rd hen the7 are ready•. fter 

the victory 1• won, then we will worry bo t the Four Freedoma. This 

ia a thorough~ tallacioua and dan erous point ot view. Behind it is 

the tallac7 tbat winning the aar is an end in itselt and that any means, 

even if they endanger the very objectives tor which the war 1a beiq 

waged, are justified. 

We may win the war with the aid or discouraged pro-Fascists in 

France, Ge~, Italy and else here, but we will em up by mak1ng 

the world sate ror Fascism under another name. e shall leave those 

countriee where e court o~ welcome Fascist renegades in the grip ot 

these anti-democratic element• after the war, ho will not be dislot!ged 

except through Civil war. We may actually rtm ourselves attar the 

war backing up, ot necessity, these very pro-Fascist element• with 

whom we are now collaborating, or hope to collaborate in the tutun, 

against the democractio elementa ot those countries. What then become• 

ot tM Four Freedome tor whioh we an oruaading? 
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Or are we naively to assume that the deals which e are 

making 111 be good only up to the Armistice and that immediately 

thereafter, our Junker-monarchist - reactionary collaborationists 

will uietly step aside for a po ular lebiaite to determine the 

form of government which their country is to have? 

You cannot fight Fascism with Fascists and hope to build a 

democratic orldJ and if ie do not build a democratic orld after 

this war and succeed only in exchan ing Hitler's dictatorship for 

a Junker army dictatorship, then this war will have resulted in 

a greater criminal folly than the last one. You cannot sacrifice 

ultimate goals for temporl!ey expedients. By attempting to make 

the war easy for outselves thrwgh deals 1th the sworn enemies 

of democracy in this or that part of the world, e are in danger 

of losing everything we are fighting for. It may be smart. But 

e shall be out-smarted in the end. 

At tunich we thou ht that we could have an easy peace by 

dealing with the Fascists and sacrificing our friends and our 

principles. e ot a quick ar and a world disaster. e now 

hope to ain an easy victory by dealing 1th Fasci ta and by 

sacrificing our potential friends and our'principles. 

lhese deals with the known foes of human freedom, are 

sure to dishearten the oppressed peoples ot Europe ho find 

themselves today under the Fascist heel, am who are awaiting 

the day ot liberation, not only from their Nazi con uerors, but 
. 

also from their own native Faaliat ell uea ot reactionaries and 



militarists who led their countries from one disaster to another. 

These oppressed eoplea believe in the spiritual integrity or 

our cause. The unsavory Darlan-Peyrouton deals, are c using 

them to wonder whether an allied victory, when it comes, 111 

make them merely pass from the fryin pan into the fire. These 

deals, if repeated in other parts ot the orld, will put the 

cause of the United N tiona on the same lo moral plane as that 

of the Axis. Nothing could be more disastrous, for example, than 

to make peace with the Prussian Junkers, even after an unconditional 

surrender and total disarmament. To recognize an army dictatorship 

1n Germany and turn that cowitry over to the Prussian beaureaucracy, 

which for enerations now, has brutalized t German peo le and 

indoctrinated it with all the vicious doctrines or racism and 

their destiny to rule the world and the glory of tot 1 ar, is 

to betray whatever hope there may be for the future re eneration 

or the German people and for an enduring eace in Europe. These 

Junkers who used the Kaiser in the last ar am Hitler in this war 

and ho will discard Hitler as soon as they are convinced that 

their war is lost, and present themselves as the saviors or Germany, 

must be thoroughly broken, discredited an! cast aside, if there is 

ever to be a new order in Europe. To deal with the reactionaries 

of Austria who destroyed that Republic and handed it over to Hitler, 

or with the political angsters of Roumania, is imply to keep the 

witches' caldron ,boiling in Europe for enerations to come. There 
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are, undoubtedly, pro-Fascists in our State Department, friends of 

Petain, of Franco, and of all the political reactionaries or Europe. 

That same element assisted at the death of the Spanish Re ublic and 

jubilated over the Munich a reement. They, undoubtedly, had a powerful 

hand, not only in the ori inal deal th Darlan, but in :eeeping N·orth 

Africa for three months under the American nag, a lace of concentr tion 

camps, of political persecution and of the infamous anti-Jewish la.wa 

which Vichy imposed at Hitler's order. Fortunately, the Casablanca 

meeting of Roosevelt and Churchill ·and the protests from all over 

the free world, are brining about a relaxation ot pro-Fascist 

domination in North Afrida. 

While making the world safe tor democracy, we ought, perhap1,bcgin 

with out own State Department, here certain elements are at work, where 

sympathies are not at all in keeping with the ideals championed by 

Cordell Hull or President Roosevelt. 

AHS1bw 
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The "7 ashington 

Merry-Go-Round 
ia1e , 1t. Lea, 

t :t r«•11el1 Fa eist~ 
n~T Dre,,,. Pear~ .. Oil----------------

<E~. ole-Tl:is is the s<>cond in promoting a non-Fascist gov- 1S ate Dcparlmcn has beC'n play
o~ t\\o columns 1 ga1dmg ~he b - ernment in orth Africa. \ing hidc-and-se r with the Wai 
l;m.<i-the-~cenes ~~ctors m the Also it is ea ·y to underntand Department, try 1g to dodge re-
l\01 th Afnca~, P~}l 1_~al mess). why these ·oung State Depart- !=;ponsibility. It C'laims that th 

W
A HI GTO • Feb 3 - Th ment g ntlemen hould hav ac- lfirs it kn w ab ut P yrouton wa. 
basic pr bl;m r"ac~d by c~pted, almost bli hely, certainly when an army ficer a ked trans 
Churrhill and Roo evelt in '\\'lth(?Ut too much crutiny, the P?rla ion for im from Bu no 

fr~ mg to un cramble the orth app01?tm n~ . of Marcel Peyrouton 
I 
A11·es. where h was French am 

African political me 5 was the as. chief poht1cal oper~tor for Gen. bassado_r t? Ar en tin a. 
difficult , of impo •mg democratic Giraud m orth Afnca.. If this is ti e, which . the War 
French leadership, when the I . For Pe_yrouto. dovetailed beau- Department d esn't confnm, then 
Amencan diplomat ·ho ha ·c bfull with th 1r genera~ scheme t~1e Stat D rtmen had ample 
~teere<l the French don't particu- ?f things. He •as the first m.an time to block eyrouton·s depart-
larl beheve in democratic 1 ad- m moder~ ance to estabh h ur from ou h America. ec1e-, rship. concen tration camp for labor taD~ Hull ha been knm•n to act 

For ins anr. , Julius Holmes. leaders. _He _as the first to im- p~·omplly ~n ~hrr occasions wh n 
now an officer on Gen. Ei en- pose anti-Se 1 1c laws on France. his authonty n orth fnca was 
hower 's , taff, made no sec1·et, Afl r th an of France, ey- cn·n remot 1 challengrd. 
rlurmg his car er in the state rou~on '.l boasted for publi-1 When ex- overnor Leh m n n. 
Depar ment. of faith in pam h lcah~m that hP. had introduced now world ·elief administrator. I 
Dictator Franco and his dislike az1 metho s m orth Africa.1wanted to sc d Paul Appleby, Un
of Popular Front gov rnment~. After th fa l of Franc al o, he der~ creta!·y of griculture. o 

Rob rt Murphy. chief statr De- \\'?S made h ad of poli for 1e \North Afnc to make a , w·vey of· 
partment repres nLa ive in orth !V1ch gov .r rnt. 0her h, p o- food probl • Mr. Hull shot over 
Africa, wl'lxes enthusias ic about \C e~ed to ca ry out H1tl ·s orders1to th Whi ~ House in r.rson· to 
French leader of the Right., but against sue rench patriots as ask the Pr :1dent to block i • 
not th Popular Front govern- !Leon _Blum. I ~e told Roosewlt that orth 
ment of Leon Blum. which lo ely This , 1as tlle man whom Bob Afnca , ·as his bailiwick. t.hat he 
1·e mbled that of his chi f, Presi- ~urphy, _wh kn w PeyronLon in- jwanted no one else medrllin~. 
(l nt Roosevelt. 1trmat ly m ichy, now has brought In the ase of ascist Leader 

Back in W_ashington. the men
1
?ack to Alg ·ia o take o,'er ivil- Peyro~1ton, however, Hull permit-

·ho have gmd d the State De- tan govern nt. ted hun n t only o hav a vi:a, 
artment·s French policy, Jimmy S * ~ • 1 but gave him sp cial airplane 

Dunn and Ray Atherton. have tate t. Ducks transport tion all the way from 
, ,1gorously prote ted the Spanish Ever this news broke, th rg ntina. Fa. cists. and give ev ry indica- onr., :l !lt :I, l n1 rti F Cii me. ,11,11 ;tlr, ln. 

twn that if truly democra ic gov-
rnments wer esta,blishcd in 
pain or France it ;\'OUld b an .. ll 

int rna ional tragedy, 
* * * 

'So,Called' Free French 
Fin~ 11 .. the man whom urph, I 

a asked to be s ni o h lp hun 
in orth Africa is Sam Reb r. l 

Draf Ouestions 
oldi r ~ II ll author of the famous a . men in 

hich Cordell Hull referred to D 1 

Gaull s for s as th "so- allect"I Q-I read r cen 1, that th bas f pav Thl5 ha b • d b 
Free French. Although Hull is- pay f WA Cs was 21 a. mon h, congi ;sional actio; nt;aise 0 
ued th statement. the Free and that i was ·a1 ed automa - month 'I'h ~ a 
renc_h know. I1:at Reber wrote it1icc:..lly to $30 af er four month • iceive ~onthl

1 
'p~ tth ~~\\ r - Fi_ 

~or him. hSo 1t 1s ea?y to una.gine service. Is that con-ect ?-MISS parable gradP. in th o arm/
1 

com- E 
?W muc co-operation De Gaulle D. D. -Bl 1· "AR ' o . ·o . ·n i-;~rA)tP. _ 

will expect-or get-from Rener , A-That was the original basis Q-My husband register ct la t 
February at the age of 37 years 
and 8 months. He , as cla ified 
2B. Recently he rereiv d a card 
stating he is 4H. Will you please 

•1 '.l V. S. 




