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G1 DHI 
The Fti.ble of the bri tish Lion and the l indu vmuse 

. 
By 

Dr . Abba. Hillel ilver 

.ht 

The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, Februur 28, 1943 



One of the most intriguing men in our generation destined erh~ps to outlive 

most of the men of this gener~tion, is~ ain on the front page of the orld 's 

ne s todc:1y, competing even with the most importc...nt war ne'1s. This man dth 

his feeble hands and starved body is today defying the might of the British Em ire. 

He is ·gain a risoner and his captors Qre even more orried ~bout the 

possibilit) of his death, s a result qf his self-imposed f· st of rotest, than they 

had been by his stormy and , to them, very trou~lesome life. For his death miaht 

unleash another -~ave of violence, riot and rebellion in India. There are hundreds 

of men who regard him as a Saint. 

This man as you look on him is just a bundle of skin and bones, an ungainly 

person , an unsiahtly figure, very much like that man described in the s~td Ch~pter 

of the Book of Isaiah -- "o fonn nor comeliness, thti.t ,e should look upon him; 

nor be~ut the... t we should eli ht in him." 

In Anglo-baxon lands some wits have called him 11
i, ickey r ouse" . Yet this 

Hindu douse has b~en leading tlie British Lion by t' e nose for tne st twenty-five 

ears in India. Jt has been an unwilling lion, a ro~ring lion fre uently striking 

out vith his pas and inflicting ounds, but moving for.ard reluctantly enou~h 

to the goal hich the ouse had set for him - a goal for the full freedom and 

independence of India. 

Gandhi, called the ahatma, might perish in priuon. His eath ill not 

solve the Irrlian problem . twill ag ~r avate it and ent·ngle it further· ith the 
him " 

bitterness and resentment of a peo le hich, ill come to look upon/not only as 
ic 

a aint, but also as a uartyr . andhi has a suffiently lb.rge number of very 

capable disciples and leaders. There is in India today a sufficiently or6anized 

movement to carry on the ork after hi.:3 death. The greatest achieve.1ent of his 

life can no longer by urrlone. Gandhi aroused and informed and capitalized 

Indian nationalist sentiment as no one h· s been able to do it. 

Gandhi may be released, ·nd practical st tesmanship, if no other consider~tion, 

sua est th~t he should be released. is release will not solve the ndian problem. 
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It mi;ht ease the way by allaying aste -- I say it might ease t e ay trn rds 

the inevit~ble solution - the independence of India ithin or outside, preferably 

within the Empire . The people of India lmow that is w·r is ti great opportunity 

for hich they have been aiting . They kno~ that India is greatly needed in 

this war. The United N· tions, not only Great Britain, stand in peed of ~hole

hearted cooperation of lndia in their w· r on Japan . China needs India very 

bitterly in tnis war . The United otates has its troops in India tod 4y and 

war material . India h~s become one of the bases of our o~m b~ttle front . A 

hostile or even an indifferent India is a terrible liability in this glob~l war 

of all 11embers of the United t..tions . The peoples of ndia kno, it full ell . 

The Indians do not like the J upanese . They fear t em . • 
0

hey ould 

resist a Japanese i.~v~sion . They . ve no love for Hitler . They ould•like 
to 

not/embarrass Great Britain int eir w r on t e Axis . But they ~ax to ow 

r.rhether the war for the Four Freedoms into whic t ey had been rushed iithout 

the consent oft e Indians -- they vant to knoN whether this ar also reans the 

freedom oi' India . 

Churchill took occasion to point out ~uite s ecific lly th tit applied 

only to European countries . That has troubled t tiem greatly . They ant t&ngible 

proof . The want to be shown ri~ht hear and no wnetner t~ese Four Freedoms do 
their men 

actually apply to them . They want to knoN now ~hen/services , / resources XJl 
I the iar 

are in demand . Promises of ulti • te freedom after/they do not regard as eno 

They have bean disillusioned ~ith eurlier romiaes before , in the last ar and 

h. 

after the last war . They do not trust England and English promises . They have been 

led to the conclusion from past exJeriences tnat hen .romises are made during 

an emergency, when the emergency disappear s, somehow ngland and for that 

matter all other countries, r· ays of disencwnbering themselve of romises 

made, or of hittling down these romises . The Je,s ve had the same exnerience 

itn the B· lfour Declar·tion affectin
0 

Palestine . 



ir dtafford Crio~s' mission, last upring, to India failed 1 rgely because 

of this unfo ·tun· tely baciC5round of distrust, broken romiues which the years 

had built up . The offer of 0ir t frord Lripps as u generous one, .hich given a 

di 'ferent bac~~round mi ht have served as the b· sis for agreement . But all the 

promises which Sir 0tafford Cripos brou~ht to India concerned the future a ter 

the war . And for the present nothing . The µromises w~s for ndian union 

after the war i th full Dominion std. tus, but a 1ain , this only .v s promised after 

tne ~ar . ·o 1efinite date 1as affix~d . • 

• But there iere other provisions in this resolution hich because of this 

unfortunate bac >round of the years were uickly inter reted or misinterpreted as 

a cunnin · nd sinister device to circumvent tis ~ro ise after the war . Thus 

it ms ·intended t the LJecl~ration ~anction practically the p~rtition of India, 

the breakin~ up of ndia into three se~urate st~tes, British naia, uoslem India 

and the n~tive st tes, because the _t>rovision ~as e for native st tes to st·y 

out of the Indian union if t e' so desired . The rovision st· ted that the .w: oslen 

could stay out of the ndian Union if it so desired . This was interprete as 

meaning ~n attempt by the orltish tmpire to remain in full control of the situation 

in India by dividin 0 the ountry and creating such t .. condition .nere continued 

intervention of ureat Britain in aff~irs of ndi~ ould be almost inevitable . 

Gandhi called the Cri~Js Declaration a 'µost-d · ted heck on a bank that 
' 

was obviously cras:1ing . " emember ri~ s visited ndia in 0pring when the 

Jap nese w;re con uering one ritish outpost ·fter another -- ong ~ong, 1~lay, 

in~apore . u·ndhi oelieved in tne collapse oft e Empire . Event ose o did 

not believe t t the ritish Empir~ as brea.rd. up condemned tis Deel ration 

for these same reasons . 

The eo le of India ·ere as ed for tneir fullest militar sup.ort in the 

ar . Tney said, very well, e ·fill 0 ive t · t support . 

ne st tus comi to India e ould like to set up an 

I 

ut in vi ence oft at 

ian Defense inistry 
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with full power . The ople of ndia are re dy , of course to accept the ~ontrol 

of armed forces by a Co.:un nder-in-Chief , Ge er· 1 , avell but all other m· tt- rs 

they ;·1anted entrusted to the In ian Defense .. ,inist •. '11 t ms enied . 

It was su0 gested th t for the durc tion ft e war ax ational Gov-erument 

be set up in India . The Indians agreed to call into existence this n~tional 

government , but they said , we must insist in this n tional government th· t the 

overnor cnert..l or t he Vice-roy shall no longer possess ·ny over-riding o .. er 

ny power of vetoe , th the shall ct only as the Indian ation·l Government . 

'I'm.. t too , was enied . 

00 ir uta ford Cripps ' pr oposal w·s rejected both by the Indi·n Convr ess 

and the oslem League . You lmm1 : • t follo\·ed -- resentment violence arrests, 

nd amo t ose ·rrested .as Gandhi . nd now with Gandhi ' s self-imposed f~ t 

tne itu· ion in ndi& is movi to ,.not· .. er crisis . It is ve .' diff .J..cult for 

an outsi der to step i to the picture ~nd to express n opinion involv~d in 

such a picture as India . The difficulties oft e roblems ·re not &11 of 

Great Britain ' s r~king . There n· s al\\ays been in India ver bitter and s • rp 

comriunal stt ife bet .t,en the Hirdus • nd the 1·1oslems . There t.re "'ome 75 million Moslem 

people in Indi . This ,oslem minorit has been fe rful vt ull time"' o~ 11indu 

m j ori ty domin ' ti9n and iill f· vor no rrc..ngem"'nt in Indic.. unless all of' its 

full rights are ~rotected . any 1.10slems org·nized in a 1 oslem League have 

demanded 7h· t n· s been o n as "absolute li tical ind e endence i thin I dia '' . 

• But there &re alco in India a consider~ble number of n~tive s~ates ruled by 

native rinces .. ich have ossessed consider ..... ble soverei nt • nd llegi..~nce 

to r e·t Brit&in, defined by tre· t· obli ~tions . There are over 6 mi 1 lion 

ho live ·ithin native st· tes •·no n· ve bee lo al to Great rit· in during 

the l·s "r nd tis and t e dem· d th· t their rights be pr otected . 

There ·re other religious ~nd racial minorities . Indi·ns, ~s ou kno 

are ot oner ce but 45 r·ces spe· king ~00 different l·ng ~ es . Tnere • re 
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700 feud· tory ates in Indiu . In t1at continent h·ch is. ~s l· rge s he 

United tates east of the ockies, therE is thi v· st con lo e ~tion or ruces, 

peoples, n tionalities, reli ions . It is not eL-sy to find &.ny simple ormula 

th t ,ill ade.u· tely meet the oliticu.l re
4
uirements of th·t very complex ·orld . 

There still is in India a caste system -- 50 millions of eople spoken 

of s the despised cl~sses t e notorious untouch&bles -- the outc·st of Indi· . 

Tne, too must be considered in any fin~l arr~n e .ents . 

The heritage of mut · .y , of riots and indianities, sus icions L-nd broken 

romises -- tl .. t;J t ,.ill be ht.rd to overcome . Nevertheless frie ds of urea. t 

Britain , and ~e re all friends of ureat Britian , beco se Great ritain is a 

o·erful a.lly in this ar -- friends ,ish th~t they did not ermit the situi tion 

to drag on as it is today . It is too full of d~nger d menu.ce to ever one 

involved . "This is "" time for are~ tness 11
• o eone s used th· t stater::ent 

,. ell . This is t e tin:e irhich calls for test· ng in t e gre'-'-test skill in 

British t~tesmanship . Indi will be a greater ~sset tote ritish Continent 

s an absolutely free dominion w· thin tat British Dominion . India ,ould come 

to • elcome an alliance with Gre· t Britain in he self-s e as the Philli ines 

v:ho a.t first resented and founht ,.; th us . 'hen :e finally offered them complete 

inde endence and offered the date, 1946, as the date for complete independence~· 

t e Phillipines began to de a.nd a greater and closer alli·nce 1·th t e United 

St:... tes . 

'andhi, ho.- ever, has signi icance to the • orld not only as a uni ue 
b. 

politic~l leader, but b.S a i ue personality oossessed of/uni.ue philosophy . 

It is not iise in the he·t of controversy to derog· te tnis man, to s eak of 

him· s c1. 11 oolitici·n" ..... andhi is one of the most raoic u.nd drama.tic 

spiritu· 1 fi~ures of our day . He • s devoted his life to the ell ein of 

humanity . Long before he became interested in self- gover 1ent for India he 

he had been devoting mb.ny ~e•rs of his life to neloin his fello Indi ns in 
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outh Africa, where .e 1ived for '3 yeurs ufter n·ving been gr ~du· ted from an 

E lish chool as c lai Jer . South frice h' d many Indic.ns .- o h d mi r · ted 

there . They , •. ere trcC4 ted LS coolies t! ere . .ohandas Gandhi g· ve up his 

career a.S a successful 1£.. ryer to devote himself to t he ·.ell-be.:nu of hie rretched 

countr rmen in outh frica . For more han t wo decudes he ~ • mpioned t eir cause . 

He demanded la·s to Jrotect t'em and he succeeded in a remQr kabl e degr ee to 

achieving im rovement of his countr·men by ethods of ~ ich I ill speak in a 

moment . 

In Indi~, itself, he had for years devoted himself to the major t as~ 

apart from the t ask of liberati g his countr men, of improving these unt ouchables . 

There are in India four great cLste systems, he r rahmins, ho qre the scholars 

religious leaders, priests, the arriors -- the udministrators the ~erchants 

who consist of the ugriculturalists the far.ers nd the Laborer . The cond'tion 

of the laborer is b· d eno h . But belm · these f ur r.eccognized castes t here 

is another, tat of t he out-casts the untouchables . To touch one of t hese is 

to pollute oneself, so that one re½uires to purify ~imself br ablusion . Even 

to have the shadow of one of these f~ll upon 1im or to see eye to eye with one 

is to pollute oneself . You m t not walk on the same street the sume road . 

Tney a!e tne ost despised, t e most miserable of all t h India s -- thos e 1ho 

eut t he ofial, t he leavings . It is interesting ho : the castes, stem is developed 

in the ' ryan system, and it is interesting ho, e mcxi ern exponent of hryanism 

is trying to re-estublish this system and to m~ke millions of other peoples 

untouchables . 

The orthodox ndian lookes upon tne caste sys tem ·s a natural division 

of society . Each m n must fill his es tiny 1w i thin the sphere in which he is 

born, but your caste, according to Gandhi , does not confer on you any s ecial 

priviJeges, does not make you c.ny more prefer·ble . The ork of one is just as 

important as anotner . 

So andhi devotin 
his life to the im rovement of the life of the untouchables, 
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brought one of the little untouchable girls into his home . He eats with them, 

meets ith t1em, teuches them ..•. 

Much of the suffering in India is due t o the terrific division bet een tµe 

riindus 1:1nd the Moslems . V henever rivalry exists between these two, i•t is Gandhi 

who castiga.tes himself . He takes on his own shoulders t 1 e crimes of his fellow 

men . In 19~4 , rioting broke out between the woslems Ltnd the indus . uandhi, just 

over a serious operution, subjected himself t o a t.~enty-one day fast to snack his 

peoole into an ai. ta.reness of t :1eir sinfulness c1.nd wrong-doing . This peculiar 

techni~ue of his, of punishin0 himself r or the sins of others, is pa.rt of his 

unique philosophy, the uhilosophy of non-violence, the philosophy of pc;.·ifism . 

Gandhi maintains th t of course t ere is greu.t evil in t ne ',,orld, but 

that you cannot resist t h~ t evil by other forces of evil by violence . iou cannot 

subdue physical force by exercising otner force, but only by exercising Soul Force, 

s~iritual force . ~ou mustconfront evil with good. -, the i e is • n unjudt law ihich 

works u6 ainst you, you car not resist th~t l aw bJ violence, by physical rebellion, 

by striking back at it . vhat you snould do is to disobey tnat law and take the 

conseq_uence . If it means imprisonment -- verJ good ; if it neans confiscation of 

your property good . You must submit for thut form of r esistance will ultimately 

overcome the evil , maintains Gandhi . 

Gandhi has given a unique application to the philosophy of pacifism. He 

learned much, he maintained f r om Jesus and Tols t oi . However , his philosophy was 

very unlike eithe r of their philosoJhies . This . is interesting to :mi:rax observe . 

Jesus of course 1.ras a i1acifist . But he never used it as a techni4ue for revolution . 

Jesus believed in the end of the world , that w·s fast coming to be . A Kingdom 

of God was coming to be and tbb.t evil might of itself be destroyed . Therefore 

he said : .............. All th t you should be concerned with is ore;Jt..ring yourself 

so that you :ill be pr ivileged to be admitted into the iingdom of God . His philosophy 

v1as thut of "Turn the other cheek" . 
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Tolstoi was = more thorou h0 oin.-~ uacifist than either andhi or :Jesus . 

Tolstoi ·::~s opposed to • .... r but [..lso to all forms of compulsion in the s te . 

He looked uron co~pulsion as orghnized violence· d compelled men nev•r to sure 

not to ·rt·cipute in the st· te not to hold o~fice . not to dccept conscri tio 

not to sit on Jury . Tolstoi regt.rded all roperty as • :icked s princip 1 

source of violence . Tolstoi ~··· s o osed to all rev lutioner. ctivi ties , e en or 

a good cause . Revolutionery activities breed hutred and violence and hum·n beings 

should believe in love und forgiveness . 

Tolstoi ~ent a de r~e be'ond G=ndhi . He rites : 11Ever: t11in tht..t 

once seered to me rignt ~nd import nt -- honors , glory civilization .et..lth the 

complict..tions ad refine ents of life luxur. rich food, fine clotcin~, e i 1uette . 

h·s become ·or me on ·nd des icrble . Rusticity obscurit 

simplicity of urroundings, of food , of clothing of m·nners, 

rigr t • nd ilr.port t to me ." 

poverty, ·usterity . 

l h~ve no, become 

Gandhi ho ever does not fear the st te . He does not look u ... on the 

s u.te as or~ ized violence . He v· ts reed om in the state , freedom ·or the peop~e 

of the •orld . Nor doe"' Gandhi esc ev: revolutioner activity but to rebel t ough 

non:--violent met11ods to res us t by a Jeculiar method of non-cooperation . Don't 

coo ... er te ·i th the ru ing o rnr. Don't hold. office . Don't bur merch· ndise imported . 

Don't ay tc..txes . efuse to coooer·te . In othe .ords, non-violent recist·nce . 

Hi s follo ers of course, nave not al ·~a. s been able to follo11 this techni ue . hich 

~ndhi devosed for them . I . • r aid thu.t Gandhi is expect· g too much of numa 

beings , of human n· ture . Fre~uentl t ose , o beg·n non-violen ~ctiv'ties ourst 

forth into violence riots , and to ·tone for the sins of his follo ers uandhi 

fasted arrl tortured hiq st~rved bod . Either you believe int e tecnni ue of 

Gc:..ndhi 's ,hole hilosophy, or you do not . 

tis ins irin to o h· t in an a e hen the fist h·s been glorified 

to a degree th·t it h·s never. been in &ny p' t history of an ind, .. en violence 



-9-

and force ~nd terror, 1hen the highest expression of eople's culture is found 

in t~nks, guns, etc . - t. at he ·e is a ;read land, of hundreds of millions of 

men ;ho rocluim that it is ull false, th· tit is 11 ·icked, th· tit is all 

-roni ·, thu t ther e is only one 1-1 • in •;l ich a people can ex· ress its elf cle r ly 

throuo-h soul- force, t. rou.:;h ""n unbro:'en spirit of man . 

• Jud· ism, o_ course rejects all for~s of acif·sm . Jud·ism beli ves in 

• 
e~ce but not in 9acifism . Judaism believes ir resisting evil . The 1hole prophetic 

messuge of our religion is to hold' ar on evil . It ever reco~nizes th~t .hen all 

other nieth xls fail ~~ou must even resort to war, a 11 lliand· tor j : ar" to overcome 

evil . Juiaism, of course does not extol ¼~r, or ideulize it . ~uote from. ica~) 

II d they shall beat their swords into plm shares, and their spe:...rs into pruning-

hooks; :...tion sh~ll not lift up sword ~~ainst n~tion, neither shall they learn ~r 

any more . 11 V, e are to achieve that not t oug1i the ind i viduc1.l Is prl cti~ e of 

iacifism, but through or~anized societ r, societ. or ·nized into forms of 

collective security that .·ill discour·ge tne ~gre sor from forcing eo le in 

to war . Either we beli vein Gandhi ' s ohilosophy or not . ere is an amazing 

ersonali ty .... v, o is todt..y the symbol of a reat people I s up-thrust of freedom 

ad self- government . .. e !lope that ay ray be found throu 7h t he genius of 

British st tesmanship ·nd int' e indubitable genius of andhi to cooper·te 

together not only for the benefit of 1.ndia and Gre· t Britain but for u::nkind . 

• 
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Eve thin th t once seemed to me right nd 
impor t - honors, lory, civiliz' tion, ealth, the 
com lications and refinements of lire, uxury, rich 
food fine clothing, eti .uette, -- h s beco e or e 

rObg and des ic ble. Rusticity, obscurit, overty, 
austerit, simplicity of urroundings, of food of 
clothing, of m nners, 11 ve no become ri ht nd 
im ort nt to me. 



ADO 

nd 

The annivers'ri so hose eats occur ed during 
t e st ·eek . 




