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E LIVE IN FA OR GO DOi I 
The pirit of Adventure in ar am Pe ce 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning arch 28, 1943 



In th, t stirring battle song or ~~e United t ts ir Force t.~ re is line 

hich tingles the blood: "e live in Fav or Go down in Flame." It i the battle 

son or ~~e men ho ride the skies - the d~ring d adventurous kni 0 hts or 

modern chi~ lry, the man who ti ht 1th ne • :eapons, in ne ays, inane d ension 

of space. Theirs is a most s.irited, exciting, rom~ntic nd d erous ervice, d 

the line which I have quoted is rticulurly expressive of the mood and t e temper 

or these intr id fighting nor the air. 

It is the right mood, the rmin mood for all soldiers in ar-time. Fame 

or De· tht T n thru to glorious victor--J or perish in the attempt. T;1es., re 

the two only altarn~tives of men ho are fighting and ho ea to win. In normal 

times and in. ce times, e c n afford to d·sseminate, as it , re, to sc tter our 

livea over wide areas, interests, c· utions and conserv tins. ·e can rude our 

loyalties. 1e can regul te the measure of our devotions to eac. one of t he- • 

But in times of crises, in times of w ... r, v,e mus f oc our 11 ves, brin t . em to 

a point, as it ere, bring 11 t ' t we ve - intere t, loyalty and hap~ine ~a into 

one single throw. Everything bee s sharpl . concentrated. h~t is it? Cour 1e 

or co ardicel 

So e of the en rove outstanding under fire in e uality or their bravery -

and-they e acclaimed ~ singled out for honor. ut nl t e unwitnessed und 

unacclaimed cour ge or the rank and file is also of high order, the lir1JJY is dete ted 

before it even goes into ttle. And unless the e is boldness and de.rilll, along 

with skill in the hi hest co unand of the r!ny, the cour Je of th fi.;btin en ill 

by itselr be inade ua.te. 

CM e ve ccu tamed ourselves to expect n a ait nit t..tions of heroism 

and v lor (i bold venture rmon fi ht en in the field, on land, on the sea 

under the sea, and in the air. ,eh ve lao come to expect ooura e to match t t 

or the soldiers even among civilians hen th ir homes and cities are bombed from 

the ir. Reports of magnificent courage and hig' morale • ve come to us from 

t e blitzed cities ot England and else here. uite a number ot first rte playa 



and movies have been written aro 

threat of death . 
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t his theme courage of men in the imminent 

o~, it is good t h t mankind can draw u on t hes e unspent res ources of human 

courage to live in fame or to go dom in flame -- int ese des9er ate hours 

when only that courage stands between it and disaster. Engl and \as able to tap 

such resources when it faced national destruction after Dunkirk and during the 

German air-blitz on t he cities of ngland . In t hose days t he whole ~mpire hung cm 

a thread. ever in a thousand years had Engl und come so close to death . And it 

was the s piritual dauntlessness of the race, and t he cnurage of t hese very flying 

men to save Engl and which s ved her. Of t he flyers you will recall, Churchill 

decl ..red: "Never did so many owe to much to so fe . " Sheer fortitude, sheer 

d· ring saved t 1e great est Empire on earth from annihilation. And in this 

connection it is well to remembe_ t hat an essentia condi ~ion of victory 1ru.s the 

fact t hat the i eaders of Grea t Britain in t nat terri ble hour t hemselves had t he 

courage to rely on t he f i ghters . They believed, un alteringl y in wha t Churchill 

recently called "the vigor, in0 enuity and resilience of tne br i tish r ace . " He 

believed in it in t ~at dark hour when everything seemed to be crumblin. dany 

leaders lack t hat coura6e, the courage to believe in t he people whom they lead. 

They believe ~emselves to be conservative, ; rudent and racticul. Actually they 

are cowards, as Petain was a coward . In t 1e hour of his n~tional crisis he did not 

believe in his eople, and sq it as his co ardice which betrayed the courage of 

the French people . In moments of crisis, in t hose rare moments which either make 

or break, which are decisive for centuries t > come, everyt ing narro s down to one 

thing -- courage or cowardice. 

Great military l 8~ders, for example, are not t hose who with sufficient, 

ample forces, splendid equipment, sufficient resources, overw elm their enemies. 

That is Lathing. Our greatest military leaders of all til times were t hose whose 



armies ere inade ·u tely e uipt, out-numbered, faced ·th disaster, but ho by 

t eir skill and resolutene a, and by t : e r f 1th in their troops ich they ere 

leading, ere ble to inspire ong them a fiJ~ting det rmin tion hioh ould take 

t em tote very limits ot heroism, d· ring, o were ten able to snatch victor, 

as it :ere, out of the very jaws of defeat. Th· t is ho· ashington on t o h. 

That is how the bedraggled armies of the French Revolution eat ck and efe ted 

the coalition armies of Europe. That is h0i1 it was done t talin rad. ",le live in 

fame or go do in flame." 

A 11 of hich brings us to e reflection of ho rvelous it ould be it 

mankind could draw upon th t same S?irit, th t same 0 nificent human s.irit ot 
. 

adventure in e catime, wherein mankind s.ends most of its time. 

ait tor war to begin gr at drives t t e hi0 1 levels of s crifice? 

y must i;,eople 

y must a 

eople wait for ar to bee e gr at, to rise to high levels of s crifice and 

discipline? ,hy ill people accept in ar-time r straints, regul· tions, r dical 

reor aniz tions oft eir business, industr and C'1 to ry ys of lite, ·hich they 

resist so bitterly in peace-time, arrl :lich if t e • would acceptr-even a fr ction 

of tn in pe ce-t·me, ould ~et eir lives so much more e cetul, secure run 
noble? fe accept t e spemina of tens of thousands or million3 of dollars tor our 

army. e ave raised, recently, our natlo al debt lim1 t to t vo hundred t ousam 

million dollars. Ho bitterly we ve been resisting trough t eura, the 

spending of a few hundreds of millions for social insurance, for the llllprovement 

of the lives of our own people, men, omen, children, in eacetime. How bitterly 
hich 

we f • ght, for example in peacetime, increases in taxes/ hould l'Blp to improve e 

lives of our own people for greater sec ity, tor mor educ·ti n, for improved 

health, for t2 ged, for the children, tor the unem,?lo ed. How bitterly we resist 

any effort to s nd any money for that pur ose, and how willing wear to pay 

taxes, hicb e other taxes d indle into insi ificance, into a r muhi tions tor r. 
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Yes, you ill 8ay, but in ar time e ve no c oice. Th tis true. 

But does th· t oean that w en we do have c oica, th t e ust choose ong, tl t 

we must choose t :.at which is short-a ht ad ~ rrow, nd i:1ich lacks im gin ~tionT 

Civilization is built up not exclusively nor lar0 el out ot victories 

won in w,r but out of the victorious chievements,of · gin tion initi tive aJXi 

courage in~ ca-time. The men ho dared to confront t ,;,ov rty, t he injustices, 

tne ine ualities of tneir da 1th lar er e sure ot Justice and e uality, ·:ho 

faced ·ttacK, hatred, parsec tion nd often d ath at t l e hands of their own people 

whom they ished to help - these too are the c ivalrous ights of embattled 

mankind., for t · ey too ere prepared 'to live in f e ar go down in flame." Their 

moral strength and valor is n hit less t 

submarine, or fox-hole. 

th· t of the men 1n t l e plane, tank, 

There are · aople, youn 7 people esJeciilly, think th t onl • in war time 

is there room todl..y for men •h hove in0 a and ,t to fly. Nothin can be further 

from the truth. Nothing can ~ further from the truth. The reat battles of the 

human mini and spirit ar still to be f UJhtl T most formidable frontiers are 

still to be cro ed1 e continents still await the explorin0 d discoveri and 

pion erin heart of man. 

Th re ill be re tar need for en of faith, of vision, of audacity tomorrow, 

and greater opportunity for fame and hieh re ard t · an ever in e p st. And young 

men nd older en, or th· t mat er, lo liKe a ba tle, o love to break a lance 

in be lf of a good cause, w o, to use tt1e hras of •merson, "re- uire a little 

sense of victory, a roll r the drum to c~ll their o er into full exercise• -

such men ill find these op ortunitiea 11 aroW1 them if they will open their 

eyee. , at then is it that en f. ht for in a ·etimeT In artime t.ey ow. 

No soldier fights for the pay in wartime - for the money tat is in it. They 

stake all that they have, their whole lives not for material things, but tor duty 

and love of country and hatred of wrong nd oppression. I it the same people ould 
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carry over into peacetime aomethin or t · at same ercena.ry ~ttitude, un: ~t e iallstio 

concern to pe cetime tasks, they would find ~ exci tin and lorious o~. ortwu.ties 

or sarv ... ce. 

A :.eek a0 0, t he s emn to . .om I refer red a moment a.go, t .. e ... rime inis ter 

ot England, addressed hi s n- tion. I t as a r e· t utter ce, and r el .. t c .. llen e . 

He spoke t o them •o t e 'St , t he pel'il d t e s plendor o the v st s J. ere or 

of pr ctl. • l cti n into . !tlcL -..•e s· all r.avc t o lea. once t he hi 1 eous s~ell of 

Naz· t ~ ranny .. s been broi<en. n Note his .ords -- "t~.Le 's t elJ''" , t :.e p..,ril nd the 

splendor o t he vast s : ere o ,e>ract • c .... l -.1ction i t ·.-: ic.. e shjj.11 h ve to lao.p 

once t e hideous s pell of ~azi t ·=anny ~s been bro· en." 

I e referred to t he f t h e t S A in ·uuildin a f ure rld 

or aniz~tion s s re '\W.l"d ~ inst f t ure ,ars -- t . e reoru ' i z t·on of Eur~pe 

into a Council of t·~tes and 0 ro ings of ,J t tes, • ~ u fi st st .... . J t o a new .. orld 

Lea ue or 't tes or Councils. He c- led atte t i e 'ea task of integr uting 

Europe wlthout destroyi "tho individ al cru..r · ct eristics and tr dition of m 

ancient and historic races." 

Hes oke of t he problem of t ne t ansition period for t.i c unt - nd 

measures hich must be tUAen to ma.int· in d ,:1ro~ressive 

stand rd of lif ur..d labor of is countrJ en. 

He spoke of the "fu,;. .. ther journey" tte next "0 rea t 

made in t he field of cial insurance , &.nd • o ~ t selfs 

im rove tna revious 

vance" . ich mu.'J t be 

rel on t he record 

in favor of "national compulsory insurance ffr ll classes, for • ll purposes 

from the cradle to the rave." 

He outlined a pro ram for t 1a 1m rove .. ent of public health and the xtension 

of t he o ortunitias ot· Educ tion. "Facilities for van .. ed ed cat1c!J3t! evened 

out and multiplied. o one ·ho cun t e vantaJe of . her educ« tion should be 

denied t his chance.• 

He spoke of a great ~ro ram of greater democracy for his eople, rrl I 

quote hie enkindllng •■xid wordsa •un er our ancient monarchy t t bulwark ot 



British liberties, • t barrie a ains die t rships of 11 ldoo e inten to 

move fo ard in a r at _amily, . re ervi t. e c des 1ips of t'. • r, tree orever 
fro the class . rejudi..: e and other or s of snob' ,ery ro ic in odern t es e 
have suffered less than mo.,t other 1 tions, rui 

ourselves e tirefy free. Brita.in is fertile 

the hole people . 

ro lich 

t : er 

1e are 

--tw. .. ul uenius pring frOJJl 

.. e h·ve de re t Jro ress b t ·e 

ma'{e sare t .l · t the th to hi"her function 

reall o en to chi ren or ever f ly. 

ust e far raater pro r s. , e must 

throughout our ociet and em ire is 

fuetl er t ' .. e ' ... tread t t ath :ill 

de end upon their ,ual'ties, tested b./ fa.,r cora.,Jetition. 

"11 c· nnot re~c. the s~ e level, 1ut _ must ve t.eir chance. 

"I look for ard to a Br· tain so bi· th .... t s e ill need to dr her lea ler 

from ever type of school and " ring ev ry kin r tie .. Trad : tion pla its t 
but broader . stems m t no rule." 

Th!. is the cooserv ti ve Churchill Je .d. 1 J. or oonserV< t. ve En lam 

for tomorrot -- "Te ~stery, t e aril t e ·~l ndor" tr th~ ar. 

Are t 1ere fe er such ts a itin o 2eople ftcr t e. r? or le s eighty 
and 1eroic ones? Nead ~e ric. 1.ill offer fe er opport ities to its 

sons · nd d ughters in t ·1e f turtl t n in t' 3 st? ot if you thin~ ot erica, 

as Churchill thinks of Gre· t .... rit in, • s t p ovin fox·w r tou t1 er, not 
as cla. es tr ring t exi)loi't one another, to ple on one anot r, not of !! en 

thil,ldng exclusive in t rms of ama ,Sin r nd hoarding. If OU think or merica in 

te s or one s1reat term - in r atar security for all and grater hap iness for 

all, then t,.~er will be ample opportunities in our r c ous 1~n1 for it. 

hen e emobilize after the .r, ·e should not emobili e comp-etel t.be 
spirit and idealism and f rlessness and inte rity and the spiritual ~ uea ot 
our eople. We should re 1n something or :tt th t "living in ame or oing down 

in name• spirit 10 that•• will all move forward to a greater, l.OY•li•r ople. 

, 



-1-

The trouble is t. tin Wlir time people become oung ins i it - not only 

the t ht1 men, hut those who rem in behind. A sort of c llenge r freshmant 

or apirit, of men to reat • nd lorious ti11 s. But s soon t t anrl tice is 

over, t ey bee old ain. The old .. a a, t ,e old ide s, t! old slo d. s come 

back nd ~ec ture t ir lives. Th tis 1h t µ_ened after the last r. Thora u 

s id once a "The youth eta to eth r his • teri ls to build a bridue t-> t moon, 

or, pre ance, a lace or temple n t hee rt, t len tn t e middle-a ·ed 

concludes to build wood-sned ith 1, em." T I t i vi • t e did t r t e 1 st 

w • e builded woodshed -out or lorious temple, out of t11e hi h opes or 

war." After the r the~e w s neither e nor lame, neit er lory, nor · lory 

in de· th, nothing but cruelly tortured and d • str ht orld t · • t e2. .. elple s 

slltherin6 down thru revolution, depression , conflict and t rarm to ti.Ilct .- ·orld 

war. 

e mi0 ht build another woods ed out of it fter tis ar if e are not 

curef'ul. Churchill h s w med his ople to be in pl.a.r.ning n for t e d ys fter 
8 8 

the ar so t -- of ne glo~ can be built for t e ople fter t e ar. 

e shall have on other chance. This my be our l·st c hnce. 'e c build and 

eep our ings after t; e war .•.• 
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ive as a great 
hold its own 
pressure, our 

encouraged by 
ave larger fam-

son, well-thought
helping parents to 

s life-spring to the 
e of prime impor

re of the young and 
of sound h gienic 

motherhood have a 
the ·whole future of 

h is absolutely vital. 
~ith that is the war 

which, let me re
ar as it is success

aid the national 
e. Upon all this, 

orously proceeding. 
on 'lf Education 

,pon health and wel
tes tion of education. 

the world is left to 
t ed races who alone 
he scientific appara

for pre-eminence in 
·ival in war. I hope 

will become broad
liberal. All wisdom 

wisdom and the past 
died if the future is 
sfully encountered. 

-raeli again in one of 
gnant sayings: ''Na
erned by force or by 
I n moving steadily 

. tly from a class to a 
ndation in the politics 

s of our society and 
we must not forget 
f the past nor how 
we have fought for 

t-l) ;~ ... ,: . 1 

W e musl make plans to\· part
time release from industry o 
that our young people may have 
the chance to carry on their gen
et·al education and also to obtain 
specialized education which will 
fit them better for tlleir work. 

"F orward, in a Great Family" 

Under our ancient monarchy 
that bulwark of British liberties , 
that barriee agaim;t dictatorships 
of all kinds, we intend to move 
forward in a ureat family, pre
serving the comradeships of the 
war, free forever from the class 
prejudice and other forms of 
snobbery from which in modern 
times we have suffered less than 
most other nations, and from 
which we are now shaking our
selves entirely free. Britain is a 
fertile mother and natural gt!niu::; 
springs from the whple people. 

We have made great progress 
but we must make far greate1· 
progress. We must make sure 
that th-1 path to higher functions 
throughout our society and em
pire is really open to children of 
every family. Whether they can 
tread that path will depend upon 
their qualities, tested by fair 
competition. 

All cannot reach the same level, 
but all m ust have their cllance. 

I look forward to a Britain s 
big that she will need lo d1·aw her 
leaders from ev ry type of school 
and wearing every kind of tie. 
Trad ition may play its pal't but 
broader systems must now rule. 

We have one large immediate 
task in the replanning and re
hnilding of our cities and towns. 

• ., ' 'I n Cl reat call 

F ield for Enterprise 

A number of measures are be
ing and will be prepared which 
will enable the g?ve!·n.1\lent to 
exercise a balancmg mfluence 
upon development which can be 
turned on or off as circumstances 

'

Y require. There is a broad
ng field for State ownership 

cl enterprise, especially in rela
n to monopolies of all kind. 

The modern State will increasing-
ly concern itself with the eco
nomic well being of the nation, 

1 but it is all the more vital to re-
1 vive at the earliest moment a 

widespl'ead healthy and vigorous 
private ente1·prise without which 
we shall never be able to provide 
in the years when· it will be 
needed th~ employment for our 
soldiers, sailors an airmen to 
which thev are entitled after 
their duty has been done. 

In this brief survey I have tried 
o set before you both hopes and 

fear : I have given both caution 
'1,Ud encouragement. But if I have 
~o strike a balance, as I must do 
before the end, let me proclaim 
myself a faithful follower of a 
larger nope. I will proceed to 
back this hope with some solid 
facts. Any one can see the dif
ficulties of placing our exports 
profitably in a world so filled with 
ruined countries. Foreign trade 
to be of value must be fertile . 

' There is no use in doing business 
at a loss. 

eve1 theless. I am advised that 
in view of the general state of the 
w01 ld after th defeat of Hitler 
there \\'ill be considerable oppor
-t • 

( 

pull the national wagon side b 
side, then there is no need for us 
to 1·un into that horrible deva::i at
ing slump or into that squalid 
epoch of bickering and confu ·ion 
which mocked and squandered 
the hard-won victory we gained ::i. 

quarter of a century ago. 
I end where 'I began. Let us get 

back to our job. I must warn 
every one who heai-s me of a cet• 
tain, shall I say unse mliness, 
and also of a danger of it app ar
ing to the wo1·ld that we here in 
Britain are diverting our atten
tion to a peace which i!- still re• 
mote and to the fruits of a victory 
which ha\·e yet to be won wlulf> 
an the time our Russian allies 
are fighting for dear life and 
dearer honor in a dire, rteadl;r 
daily struggle agamst all the 
might of the German military ma~ 
chine, and while our though s 
should be with our armies and 
with our American and French 
comrades now engaged in deci
sive battle in Tunisia. 

I have just received a message 
from General Montgomery that 
the Eighth Army is on the move 
and that he is satisfied with their 
progress. , 

Let us wish them godspeed in 
their struggle and let us bend all 
our efforts to the war and to the 
ever more vigorous prosecution of 
our supreme task. 

OFFICE FURNITURE 
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THE TEMPLE BULLETIN, pub
lished weekly, except during the summer 
vacation, by Tifereth Israel Congrega
tion, East 105th Street and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, 0. Rabbi Melbourne Harris 
Editor; Harry A. Levy, Sec'y. Subscrip
tion price, 50 cents per annum. 

Entered as second-class matter Nov. 
12, 1931, at the Post Office in Cleveland, 
Ohio, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

A Thousand Trees Planted 
In Honor of Rabbi Silver 

At its Purim celebration last Sun
day evening, the Cleveland Zionist 
Society announced that through the 
Jewish National Fund it had planted 
a grove of a thousand trees in honor 
of Rabbi Silver. 

Temple Women to Hear 
W.R. U. Round Table 

The Western Reserve University 
Round Table will feature the April 
meeting of the Temple Women's 
Association on Wednesday, April 14th. 
The Round Table is conducted by 
Miss Eleanor F. Dolan, Dean of 
Mather College, RusseH C. Weisman 
and other members of the faculty of 
W. R. U. The subject of the Round 
Table will be announced in a forth
coming issue of The Bulletin. 

A social hour and tea will follow. 

Eight-Volume Book Pre
sented to Braille 

Institute 
An eight-volume hand-transcribed 

book on, "Quest; The Evolution of a 
Scientist," by Leopold Infeld, has 
just been completed by Mrs. Samuel 
S. Berger, chairman of the Committee 
on Braille. The volumes will be pre
sented to the Jewish Braille Institute 
of America, as the gift of the Temple 
Women's Association. 

Our Committee on Braille has made 
several outstanding contributions this 
year, and their work has been praised 
highly by both the American Red 
Cross and the Jewish Braille Institute 
of America. 

Gay Purim Parties Enjoyed 
By Children 

Purim has come and gone, but its 
gay spirit will linger long in the minds 
of our Religious Schoel children. 
Happy festive parties were enjoyed 
by all last Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. 

Unusually attractive was the Cos
tume Parade, as the hundreds of chil
dren marched across the stage arrayed 
in their multi-colored costumes
Esthers and Mordecais, Abrahams 
and Davids, soldiers, sailors, WAVES, 
and WAACs- all paraded before the 
eyes of interested children and par
ents. The three outstanding costumes 
were: "The Burning of the Mort
gage," by Marc Meshorer; "Point 
Rationing," by Robert Sugarman; 
and "Home Defense," by Alan Bia
losky. Each class selected its own 
winners and attractive war stamp 
corsages and boutonnieres were award
ed as prizes. 

Equally enjoyable was the "Take 
It Or Leave It" contest on Saturday, 
when five bright contestants matched 
wits for war stamps. 

Outstanding indeed were the Megil
lah readings by Harry Goodman, 
Earl Greenspun, and Daniel J. Silver. 

A program of movies, which in
cluded the interesting picture, "Army 
Chaplains," plus several cartoon com
ics, delighted the audience. 

THE TEMPLE 

will hold its 

ANNUAL TEMPLE SEDER 

Monda Evenini, April 19th 

in laltler Hall 

Catered by Kornman 

Re ervation ' hould be made 
now at the Temple Office. 

Adults- 2.50 per plate 

Children under 12- 1.75 per plate 




