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MR . WENDELL 'ILLKIE'S "ONE iORLD" 

By 
Dr . Abba HiLlel Silver 

t 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, r,;ay 9 1943 



Last ugust ,r . endell illkie took an airplane trip around the worl . 

It as not a pleasure triJ, nor an official trip, though our tovernment took friendl 

cognizance of it, and put the convnrted bomber "Gulliver" at his disposal and in every 

way faciliated the journey . All other ~ov rnments whose countries he visited ·elcomed 

him as a sort of unofficial ambassador of our >eople . A foremost Am rican citizen in whom 

both his o people and all the free eople of the orld had lreat confidence, both 

because of his foresight. judgment and courage he went on a mission of observation 

interpretation and friendship . is mission became a historic one. 

e saw what he saw through the eyes of an erican and he spoke ,he he spoke 

ith the true voice of America . ht he saw he saw clearly and ·hat he spoke he spoke 

fr~nkly, sincerely, and he therefore fourrl a uick response in the hearts of men 

everywhere. 

On his 49 day journey he visited m ny coun ries. He met the gre~t, the near great 

and the humble -- leaders, rulers, gener~ls, states en riters arrl the common folk. 

He visited b ttle-fields, ·rmies . Hes w at first and the terrific exertion and 

sacrifice people were makin~ ever here to serve this war . He proled deep in an 

.effort to unders and ·h·t these peoples were fi hting for and ~hat ¥ere the high hopes 

for 1rhich they ere sheddi their blood. 

hat he saw and heard re6istered quickly on his alert and receotive mi , and 

re quickly arranged am fitted into patterns of tho ht. They crysta li7-ed into certain 

convictions. The. confirmed certain vies long held as a result of reading and stu:iy . 

They corrected other views. 

Recently he has recorded his impressions in a book ·hich bars the inspired 

title, "One :Orld 11 , and mich is being most avidly read by the eric n eople today. 

The first impression one gets from reading this book is th· there is an honest mQn 

talking to you with complete candor and gre·t e rnestness, a ise man arrl a trust orthy 

man who treats you as an adult, ho feeds you no propaganda, ho rides no political 



or economic hobbies, who shares with you his hopes and fears, a man who .feels very 

keenly for sufferi g and confused ankind, and one ho believes most he'rtily th ta new 

and courageous approach to the problem of our world could breally brin~ about a hap,>ier 

day for all. r. 'illkie does not speak here in his book the language of diplomacy 

pompous, or cautious or circumloctory. On the other hand ne does not speak ith the 

recklessness of an irresponsible free lance. Here is s:ncerity, forthrightness maturity 

and responsibility. Here is truths oken ~ith ndness. There is no h~te anywhere in this 
and no passion 

book except for irong and cruelty, /but for justice and t>reedom and a better orld. 

And in this hot, stuffy, t>ropag nda world in which e live today in v;hich e 

are surrounded on all sides by clamorous opinions arrl pronouncentns full of bias and 

s pecial pleading, each havin~ his on ax to urind or his own party to serve or his 

own government to serve -- here in this book is a breath of clean fresh air, and his 

book should be made re uired re~din for every man es.eci·lly for men in public life 

in public service ho are close to those activities hich will etermine tnis for and 

h·t follows this war. 

The name of the book 11 0ne •orld" is in a sense the theme of the book and the 

therie of 1t r. illkie' s entire hilosophy. In 160 hours he flew clear around the wrld. 
he 

That impressed him as/ti had never been impressed before -- the fact that orld is 

a small world and a rapidly shrinking world. In 160 hours he circ 

"There are no distant parts in the world any longer," he writes . He promised the 

President of a great entral Siberian Republic to fly back some eek-end in 1945 for a 

few days' hunting. "And I ex:pect t o k ep the en agement." He writes, "Our thinking in 
common 

the fiture must be world-wide.n hat the/.eople of the Far East or the iiddle East 

think is as much concern to us as is ,hat the people in California are thinking or 

hat the people on the Atlantic 8eaborard of our country are thinking. Politica 1 and 

economic parochialism . isolationism s re~lly never possible . It would be disastrous 

today. It would help'to wreck the ·orld ~s after t e last war by shutti 
international 

away", says r. illkie, "bu turning our back on active/cooperation . " 

ourselves 
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e must le·rn to work t ether, to think together, to understand one another for 

our ovm good as well as for the good of countries all over the world. F 

orld . 

this is one 

Juast as tne thow,ht of t:e s allness of the world impressed itself on his mind 

so also did ·s fact impress itself on him - tat t iis small orld of ours is chb..ngin~ 

rpaidly to a revolutionary te po . In our generation now peoples can a o transform 

"their habits of life, ncient customs, ways of thinking, like Russia Turkey and 'hina . 11 

There is a vast ferment, a stirring ~nd an aiakening going on amo peoples heretofore 

treated as coloni&ls, as natives, as _awns in the imperial ga e of estern European 

powers . nany of these peooles are b. our standc..rds still backward but they will 

no longer tolerate exploitbtion or. political tutelage . They have lost faith in Vestern 

imperialism, in the su riority of the white man . They desire freedom . 

Mr . 'illkie does not dwell long on the past. He does not cataloe-ue the abuses 

of the past . He does not, for that matter, moralize bout it . He just reads the signs of 

the times with clear eyes . He does not over-simplify the problem . He is convinced 

ho .. ever, that the Colonial system u S operated for many centuries can no lon~er be 

maintained in this small and rapidly ch nging orld, hether in th\:;!. w iddle East or 

in China or in India . nd he calls for a substitution of the principle of the "British 

Commonwealth of nations", for a principle of self-government for sta..tes and nc:1.tions 

voluntarily brouping themselves for a common end and common good into feder~tions of 

commonwealths, each member of which is possessed of full autonomy in self-government . 

He calls for b.. substitution as rapidly s possible of this principle for the old 
not alone 

weighty coloni,·l system . This applies/to the French, the British 1m the Dutch, 

the Belgians or the Portuguese . This is not eno h . "It is not enough to promise 

ultimate freedom . They all ant some date to ork tow'rd, some assurance thtit date will 

be kept . " "In Africa, . in the iddle East," illkie says, "t ou hout the Arab world, 

as well as in China and the whole Far East, freedom mans the or erly but scheduled 

abolition oft e colonial system hether e like it or not, this is true . " 
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And he is therefore disturbed . And he rern~rks, or example, thut iinston 

Churchill made certain reserv tions about the htlantic Charter, reserva tions hich 

seem to s ~gest that the principles or that Charter · re to apply only to 1estern 

Europe and not to the British Empire . " ie mean to hold our own. I did not become 

His tajesty's first minister in o er to preside over the li~uid·tion of the British 

Empire." That may be so but tnis w r is sup i-Josed to be a w r for the liber tion of 

all ~eoples . 

The author of "One orld" is generally disturbed over e failure to achieve 

basic agreements about the post-w r world . He ma ntains thut this agree ent must be 
at 

re~ched now, while .e are/war. The developing of a mechanism for working together 

after the war must be created no "under the cementing force of common danger ." We must 

unite now for the future. fter the war it will be too late. ·othing of import~nce can 

be won in peace hich has not already been JCJllll won in the war itself, and not in 

details, but in principle. e need substantial agreement nowt Slo7 ans Qre not enough 

arrl defeating the azis will not be enough. There has be n no clarific~tion of war 

aims, and certainly no agreement on them. 

illkie cautions over and over a ain a ainst the d ers of expediency. ", e 
as in North Africa and in the East, 

all say;' he writes "tint this a war for men's minds a politicul r. But too often/ 

we perform in terms of old pover politics and purely military operations, in tenns of 

ex~ediency am apparent practicalities . re too fre uently foraet wh t the war is about 

and too easily aban:ion our ideals." 

And he speaks with particular bitterness about our performance in orth Africa, 

with Darlan and Peyroutin and of other Fascists . This seemed to him a vragedy. "Peoples 

of Russia~' tillkie said, " re t Britain and the conqu.iered camtries felt betrayed and 

baffled." 

There is a vast reservoir of good-will for the United wtates everywhere. He found 
we 

everywhere a deep friendship for America. The people of the world know th · t/are not 

interested in political aggression, th~t we have no sinister designs on other people . 

"And that reservoir of gocxi will" 
, r. illkie says, "is the biggest political fact of 
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our time." "It can be used t o unify the people of the earth in the hun1an uest f or 

freedom and justice." 

But "neither Hitler nor 1ussolini nor Hirohito,. with their oropaganda or by their 
arms, can take from us the unifying force of this good will - and t nere is ·no other 
such unifying force in the world - or di vide us among ourselves or from our allies, as long 
as we do not make a moc kery of our ~otestations of the ideals for which we have reclaimed 
e fight. A policy of ex Jediency will prove inex. edient. For it will lo~e us t he 

invaluable spiritual arrl practical assets that come from t ' e f ~ith of t he 

the orld in both our ideals and our methods. 

eoole of 

"I f we permit ourselves to become involved in the machina tions of Old orld intrigue 
and religious, nationalis tic and racial blocs we will finl ourselves amateurs indeed. If 
we st and true to our basic principles t nen we sh· ll find ourselves ~rofessionals of 
the kind of world toward which men in every part of it are is _iring. 11 

True to Basic Principlest That is the challenge rhich r. illkie brings to the 

American eople today. Some of his most significant observations concern Ru s ia, still 
the great enigma. He points to three decisive facts w. ich should determine our 

attitude to Russia. \ e do not have to accept its economic or political philosophy. 

e do not have to condone its past or underVlrite all its present acts. It is no longer a 
matter of praise or blame, ap9roval or denunci~tion ..... 

"Some of these answers" Nrites '/illkie I believe I found at leas t to my own 

satisfaction. I c~.n sum u the three most · portant in a few sentences. 

"First, Russia is an effective society. It orks. It ha.s survival value. The 
record of ttitler has been proof enough of t his to mot of us but I must admit in 

all trankness that I was not repared to believ~ before ent t o R sia what I now 
know about its stren~th as a goi or gani za tion of men and :;omen. 

"Seco d, Ru,> ia is our ally in this war. The R s ians, more sorely tested by 

Hitler's might even than the British, have met the test magnificently. Their h tred of 

Fascism and the azi system is real and deep and bitter. Arrl this hatred makes t hem 
determined to eliminate Hitler and exterminate th ·bl.ht f e i azi ig romEurope a.rrl the world. 
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"Third, we must work ith Russi· after the w ..... r. t least it seems to me thLt 

there can be no continued pe ce unless we learn to do so." 

Russia is an ally in this world war, a determined ally. ,e must ork Viith Russia 

fter the w r~ Russia as an -ff P-ctive nation, as an ally , one ·,. th whom e ,il l have 

to work after the ar. 

endell illkie is not afraid of Co unism. He is not po,:;.,es sed of .. t fatal , 
fear hich recked ~urope after the l ast war nd ·hich may, if ,e ~re not careful 

wreck the United · tions and any s~ne pro ram for European recons t ruction after t 1e war. 

He writes: 11 rl ny among the democracies fear • nd mistrust Soviet Ru5sia. They 
dread the inroads of an economic order th· t o be destructive of their on. Such 
fear is weakness. Russia ·is neither going to eat us nor s educe us. That is -- and 

tnis is something for us to think about - that is, unless our emocr~tic institutions 
nd our fre e economy become so fraid t hrough abuse f~ilure in practice as to 

make us soft and vulnerable. The best answer t o Co munism is a living vibr ant fearless 
democracy - economic social and olitical. 11 e r.eed to do is to st~nd up nd perform 
ac ording to our professed ideals. Tnen t hose i deals ill be safe. 

"No, we do not need to fear Russia. .e need to learn to work ith her L.."'ainst 

our com on enemy, Hitler. e need t o learn to work with her in the world &fter the 

war. For ussia is a dynamic countr, a vital neVI society , a force t hc: t cannot be 

bypassed in any future orld." 

This is matlll"e thought. This is political sagacity of t he first order. This 

is 1isdom in statesnanship. 

On returning from his world tour, , .. r. illkie is able to see his own country with 
fresh eyes. d here, too, he is disturbed about what he calls our imterialisms ut 

home. " e have not made a who live in erica free", rites r. dllkie. e practiced 
somethin that ammunts to race i perialism ·ithin our own bo &ries." He calls · ttention 
to our attitudes to~ard the negroes at smug raci 1 superiority - all th tis a mocking 

p radox to our talk of freedom nd our lecturing other peoples · bout t he ir lack of freedom. 
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In a great ssage in his book he ·rit~s : "The threat to racial and eligious 
even to political, minority 0 roups springs in w rtime from to things -- n overzealous 
m ss insistence on general c onformi t to majority stan rds, and the :revival under 
emotional strains of age-old racial and religious istrusts. 1 inorities then are apt 
to be charged ith responsibility for the war itself, and all the disloc~tiom and 

discomforts arising fr m it. They are jealously subjected to scrutiny to determine if they 
are t he recipeitns of special adv ntage. 

11 ,;e are all familiar • i th the proceos b which , in a war ps rchology, the m1usual is 
distrusted and anything unorthodox is associ· ted by some p~ople with enemy intriguing. 

Chauvinists are likely to spring up in any community .... When affairs go wrong the public 
by ancient custom, demands a scapegodt, and the first place to s eek one is from a minority. 

"All this w uld a ear ridiculous in our modern age were it not for the examples 
of bigotry and persecution e see in countries once presumed to be enlightened a even 
more seriously, were it not for the fact that we re already itna5sing a crawling, insidioa 
anti-Semitism in our own country. It will be well to be ~r in mir..d continuous1~ t h t :e 

a.r e f i..;~1ting today ainst intolerance ·nd oppre~sion, and t • t e sh 11 get t em in 
abundance if we lose. If we allow them to develop at home bile , e re en5 • ng th~ 

enemy abroad, we shall have immeasurabl wakened our fighting arm. 

"Our nation is composed of no one r·ce, faith , or cult al· erit· ge . It is a 

0 roupin6 of some thirty peoples po~sessin5 v~ryinJ religious conce~ts, philosophies, 
and historical back~rounds . They a re linked togeth3r by their confidence in our 

democratic institutions as expressed in the Declaration of Inde endence and gllE!. ranteed 
by the Constitution for themselves and fort eir children. 

"The Keystone of our union of states is freedom - freedom for th individ 1 to wors)a 

as e chooses, to ork as he chooses, and to live arrl rear his chil ren as he chooses. 
Liberty, if it is to be for a11; must be protecte by basic safegu rds intended to give 
it the most eneral diffusion attainable, and none can ex ect rivile es - ich encroach 

upon t he riJhts of ot' ers. Despite the functioninJS of our mischievous bureaucracies, 

and our sometimes excessively enter risin~ legislt:tures 
arrl - in de lorable but 
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fortundtely isolated instances - t e fl~ring of mob 1 w ve h~ve obt ine here in 

merica, in the course of ittle more t.an a centur and a n'lf of ex erience and 

adjustment, tne most reasonable ex~ression of freedom upon hich all our m teri 1 

development has deJended, an hav tolerated and learned to use, our iv3rsities ... . 

11 If we a.nt to see the O i)11osite of this .hmeri~an system, we h:.ive merely to look at 

the militury despotism of Hitler and the autocracy of Japan, nj t e fadin0 dictatorship 

of Fascist taly. The story of uermany forte last ten yeurs has been one o racial 

and religious intolerance the.t ~rovide a mas behind ich a peace-professing dict~tor 

lured t e ~eo le first to minoritJ oersecution, then to · r . This intolerhnce gave 

the German n~ tion the momentary strength of complete regimentc~ tion . Act lly it has 

under~ined an weaKened t e social str cture so t :~t when t e tide of ,ur turns, co lapse 

is likely to be sudden and com?lete . 

"It h s c:.lw ys impressed me t .t, uit .... part from any reasons of h ani tarianism 

or justic~ or any sentim~nt re · arding the rotectio of the ,eak by the strong it is 

onl; common sense to s::..fe-'uc.. rj j ealousl:1 tn ri~hts of i...inori ties . For mlnorities 

·re rich asaets of a democtacy, as ets vhich no totalitarian government can afford . 

Dictatorshi s must, of necessity fe~r nd suppress them . But w1ithin the toleranceof 

a democracy, minorities are the constant spring of nev, ideas, stimulating new thought 

and action, the constant source of new vigor . 

11To su~press minority thinking an~ minoritJ expression would tend to freeze society 

and prevent progress . For the majority itself is stimulated by the existence of 

minorit/ groups . The human mind requires contrary ex ressions ainst which to test itself . 

"Our ay of living together in Ame ica. is a strong but delicate fabric . It is 

ade up of many threads . It h·s been oven over many centuries byte tience and 

sacri:ice of countless liberty-loving men and omen . It serves as a cloak for the 

rotection of poor a 

native-born . 

r:ch, of blacK and hite, of Jew and entile of foreign-·nd-

"Let us not tear it as er . For no man knows, once it is de~troyed, here or when 

man will find its )rotectiv w~rmth a in . 
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This is a clas ic utterance, a timely dmonition, the 1ise counsel of a true 

believer in merica . 

r . . illkie concl es his book ith an outline, the roc2.d .rhich America, in his 

judgment . sha 1 follow in the future . The road £r America is not narro n· tion' ism, or 

international imperialism, but the creation of u world in ~hich there Eli sh 11 be an 
1in 

equality of op~ortunit for every race and every ntttion . To/the eace emu t do 

three t.ings: (1) plan no; for peace on a orld basis; (2) the 7orld must be 

free politically and economically -- the whole .,orld the one world; (3) nd merica 

must ~lay an active 'nd constructlve part in freeing it and in eepin· its ace . 

In other o s, ne sur.1mons America to DK destiny in a great nevi world, a .... rtner in 

a gr eat ne combin'tion, neither hesitant nor incompetent nor afraid . "ur ii.) t he 

chance to help create a ne society in which men and women the orld • round c· n live 

and grow invigorated by independence and freedom . " 

Here is American speaking, tne high mettled he·rt, t e vision, th~ -faith, the 

idealism held firm in the ~rip of exoerience . This is the torch of America ~ich 

beaconed the fortresses of the world for 150 years . . ••i 11.kie remin s u ~ th t this 

torch should be held aloft b 1 stron~ a • 0 confident n~nds st e one hope of a better 

day . This is the great American tradition . That is why ~rnericansm to eagerly nd so 

avidly read this book. 
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