
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         160           57           691 
 
 

Zionism - What it is - what it is not, 1943. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



·' 

t 

ZIONISM 
i ~T IT IS - T IT IS NOT 

Ta 1st of two lectures on a challenging probl of our day. 
October Slst - The Historical Bae round of Zionism; Nove b r 7th -
Principles and Criticisma. 

By 
Dr. Abba Hi lel Silver 

i\t 

The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, October 31,145 



1 
Ones ould a proach the subject ot Zionism from t e point of vie ot J wish 

History. For th t tter, one should p roach ever b sic Je ish roblem from that 

• same point ot Tie • Jewish history covers so lar e oan s. On 1a able to 

discern in it somethin detinite, recurrent, a cert in architectural design. Those 

who do not know Jewish history fail to observe these att rns, tmse recurrent 

patterns of our peopl 's ex.erience are gre tly contused when the co e to .discuss 

the gre·t Jewish ~roblema, and are r tly confusing hen they ass e the role 

or leadership in Je ish life. For leadership in Jewish life must be predicated 

not necessarily on on •s leadership in the non-Je .. ,ish orld, ith one I s secular 

activities, • in business, or 1n ne' a profession. Leadership in Je ish lite 

must be predicated upon an understanding of Je ish experience throughout the 

a es. Prestige and power of wealth are unfortunately not eno h for Je ish 
arr0 ,!AC• 

leadership, nor tor that matter ride of opinion o'I/ 1r the attitu:iea or jwgment 

which aometimea drive from the possession ot hi h position and great ealth. 

Frequently those who assume leadership in a ish lit on the basis ot some ot 
~ 

th se things ieh I have entioned and/on the ba i of understanding ot Jewish 

history, prow to be the most narrow minded, the os t n r-si h ted, the mo st 

bafning und of leaders, t!le most disastrous kind of leaders. One must tudy 

a re~t deal before on presumes to be a guide oftl e Je iah people. But 

Wlfortunately we have many eople in our m st who the less t ey know, the 

louder they talk •.• Lo0ic, reason is v ry sourrl e ui1Lent for ev ryone. They 

are needed also to one's appr ch to Je iah life, Je ish tho ht. 

The . rimary equipment is kno led e or J ewiah history, Jewish experience 

becaUBe Jewish history and Jewish exp ience possess an inner and 1mavoidable 

logic of their own. 

On tbia 4000 ar side or the canvas or Jewish history I said one can 

discern a certain definite recurrent .>atterna. One must look tor them, atmy 

them. You come across, tor example, if you stmy Jewish history, recurrent 
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pattern such as t hia - you fine a rominent Je ho occupied the hi hest sttion 

in Government, in court, some monary, some ruler, erhaps r e· t fin ncier ho 

controls the finances of t he country , o reniers reut ervice to the country. 

He is a ood .an arxi he benefits the country and his own J ish. ople as a 

result. The J ewish eople bask in his os i tion and in his benevolence. Then 

so.:iething hap ens. The v ry hi h position which he occupies arouses Je· lousy 

in court. He is overthro . He brin s dis .:J ter upon s -ntire people. The 

roup suf era for the action of the one. Thia is a pattern. It recurs ov r 
. 

and over ain in Je ish history. It is unjust and is not ri ht. The hole 

Jewish people should not be eld responsible forte ~tion of one n. 

You may wish to see th t pattern changed and ou may hope that so.med y 
Jewish 

it ill be changed. But 2000 ears in/ History in the diaspora tells you t t 

unfortunately it does not change. 2000 e rs is a lo time. 

In the 13th cent'Jry, in Persia, durin 

lived the f ous Jew, Sadud Dawla, an all po··,erf 

of n.r hun Khan there 

inister, an e~inant physician. 

He practically controlled the entire finances ot the kingdom. The Jews of P rsia 

pros ersd because Sadu.1 Dawla was important, so much so that one of the raba 

1n his day wrote1 "Turn Jews, for eaven itself hath turned a Je ." But during 

a r tetul illness of arghun, this S d d Dawla is assassinated, und 1n t he court 

the signal for his assassin&tion resulted in a vast.massacre or the Je ish 

people. This as in t he 15th century in ersia. 

In the 14th century, in Castile, d ing t he re nor .i Peter, e 

have the famous Jew Samuel B. eir Ha-Levi who w sin charge of the royal 

finances. He becume Protector or the Je a. You ill recall that it as he 

ho built th ... famous synago ue in Toledo t hi own cost, hich was 

subse uently turned into a church. Hia enemies 1n court conspired a ainst him. 

He died on the r ck. His enormous fortune s confiscated and so ere t he fortunes 

ot all the Jews in Castile who were also mas acred becawa• Samuel b. emr 

Ha-Levi had committed the Gttenae ot being on one side ot a dyn stio uarrel. 
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The same patternl But you 111 s y tw ,J int id le es, long a 1 0. 

Thia is a ·ne day, a y of science, the rlghts of . Those thi s don't happen 

to men these days. That ?attern doesn't hold ood. But unf'ortWl8.tely it oes. 

T& e the 19th Century hen .,en re so lib ... ·al. Th 1 d Jes of 

Europe, t..~e astern Je a in Europe e rominently identified 1th all t e rogressive 

polidical mo ements of the day, just because the rophetic tradition of our 

people seemed al· ys to inspire the best of our people to seek re ter justice 

for all men. They realized tha~evelopment of democracy, t the extension or 

freedom, so they became the c piona of liberLlism, democracy ••. 

But en reaction set in as it ul s does, the first victims of re ction 

in p litics a"Xi econ mies are not m rely gr at Jews, r eat liberals, but 11 

Je~s. So in the days ot Bismarck -- first onvocation of an nti_,a,Je itic Co ress 

in .... st rn urope. Th t was in G .... rmany. A fe 

culmination in the famous Dreyfus Affair. The s 

ars ter, in r ce saw its 

ttern is most vividly 

r vealed duri the period between t last ar .d this r. Tne first victima 

or the reaction ry ave that set in ere the Jews. Their ri hts ?ere r bro~ ted, 

t'e r· ts ich they had won, t . ey ere annihilated, millions of our people 

ere slain. Th a is a pattern. 

ht does this attern poin to, thi pa em hich recurred in the 13th, 

14th, 19th, 20th centuries in 1"ersia, in pain, G r ur4Y, F' nee an else here 

in the orld. h~t does it point to? It points to the ins cure position of a 

minority roup which h s non tional center to tur~ to for elp or refuge or tatus. 

Thia is an unpleasant f · ct. One must .• ce pleasant fact . Comfortable people 

do not like to be disturbed by arnings of history. The resent those ho remird 

them. They think that it is they and not the impacable f ct of Je ish status. 

Actually it is n impacable f ct of the abnor al s tus hich our people retains 

in the orld ich is responsible for the ttern. And these comfortable eople 

who don't like to be disturbed, 1n tead of tr.tin to UD:ier tand e meaning ot 

pattern, and try to correct this status, the become h st rical, they begin to 
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right anti~emitism ysterically ich is onl th result of olitic lly unsoun:i 

status or the Jew, or t.o fi ht Zionism, shich among other t : ins, s eks to cor ect 

th bnormal at tus or the J ewa an to a _ ly the lessons of J e 1ish history to basic 

solutions or our problem. 

I call yom' ttention to anothe atter - the Jew fi htin in op~osition to 

Zionism - because that, too, is one of those recurrent atterns in Je is 1 hi tcry, 

and w.e. one remembers that hen ohe encounters it, one is abl vie it in 

its tru_ perspective. 

I have been re-.eading a very fine biogr phy in recent weeks, that ot 

Lord Balfour. "Near t e end of his days he aid that 'on t he hole he felt t t 

h t he had been a· le to d, for tne Je s h d been the thi , he lo ked back pon as 
!ll 

the mo·t ¥orth his doing'"• This man w /one tie 1n con rol or t· e d stinies or 

an empire • . 

In his bio0 ra.hy he also makes this interest· o serv tins "Tl ey (in 116-17) 

fou ht their ca e under heavy handic s b.,r c p r1 on it W'lited .ueoples, such s 
' 

the Czechs, o ere also s gling for reco nition or t eir claims durin the 

Gre t ar. In En luni the mo~t formidable foes of Je ish n tio lism ere themselves 

Jes. In social n political circles especially, t he i?ldifference or hostility or 

the Jerlah aristocr c of · ealth worked activelJ inst th Zionists . The Cabinet 

cont ined the v r spear-head at An lo-Je ish o osition to the Zionist move ent, 

in the person of !r. Ed in onta0 , Seer tar of St te or India. r. onta 

could not exten to is o ople the symp th he evinced l uter for~ tionc.lism in 

India. He sa the spectre of anti-Semitism in ev r coun if its Je· s permitted 

themselves to dream or a territori l centre or n~tional political existence outside 

t heir present citizenships. ch sir· tions in En llsh Jes he looked upon as 

traitorous disloy lty to eir n tive land. Int e c se or Je • 1 ving under le s 

happy conditions he believed t1. r rel t.ons w· th t ·• co tries of t · eir birt ' would 

onl .. be worsened. 
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"This w snot point or vie hie. ever ~-e led 1th re t force t• the 

non-Je,ish popul tions of the Br'tish Empire, man of homas, for example, the 

Scotch, ure f)8rfectl r accustomed to conbiniru.., tron~ e r te raci 1 consciou ness 

with a i er loyalty." · 

Th re is a pattern - t em of op_osition to Zionism - 50 ars ugo 

in England. tod yin the Unit St es, 100 y ... rs a0 0 in Germany. Some or the 

Je a ·thens ids ~Berlin is our J rusa~em , Ger ny is our Zion. e don't have 

to think any more of racili m.• Unforttma.tely that was untl~t ral o serv tion. 

It isn't their own nowJ it s •t t1en, • cause the e not th r_ any more. 

Isa this in order to h lp any Je o . • nts t think through this thing call 

Zionism. Th re is a vast liter ture on this subject ot Zionism and Jes should 

go to the sources to hel.? t '.em arrive at their decisions. Unfortunately Je a do 

not study this vast literature. The re experts on it, if ou listen tot am 

at the dinn rt ble. 

Zionism did not begin ·est rd y. It did not ~e0 1n ith t e odern Zionism 
Palestine 

movement, nor with its foun er in 1 97, nor 1th t e first colonies/in 1882. Zionism 

is a t ... ern n. rl:r t o thousand e rs old. T e Rab is sa .,. t t t e a T .e Temple. 

s destroyed the me~sianic hope s . Thro out t e lon , e ry 

centuries the ho~e or returning to their .· ton 1 home, t e r a fortto rebuild 
, 3m. 

their n tional lire continued. It as a constunt,/1.nterupted .. resence. The modern 

form of Zionism is the most effective orm, becaw,e it is the most practic 1 

expression ot th tun rok~n and undevi-tin ill ton tional restor~tion. 

Am Zionism tod y ia on the eve of fulfillment, nd t t is why moat ot its 

au friends d enemies h ve become so active. The Jes re eople. The Je .s 

have lways been a people, a n tion. Judaism is a relibion. But the Je a are a 

n tion. 
-

The Jews came into Pal stine a long, lon time o, in the middle ot the 

second millenium B.C., about 3500 rs ago. By t e 12century at c.1., tm1 
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came into posse sin of most of lestine. ce t later ey ier a strong 

united nta.tion wrler t eir Ki s David am Solo on. For centuries they lived re t 

and tron nu.tion, evelopin ·re· t culture of their own, rticular reat 

religion Di re~t oral code The roduced a O 1 or re t .roph ts, reat 

poets, aoo gr .· t liter ture. During the centuries t.ey made • 1r r t s t contribution 

to civiliz tion in the reli ious field. That as t r ir uni u ·enius just s the 

uni~ue enius of th Greeks found expression in Art· philosop y. But the r ct 

t. t t . e reatost contribution of t e Jes as to reli ion does not m e of the 

Jewish eople reli ious sect any more tan the contrib tion oft e re ks to 

art made them an artists' colony. They ·e t·e an· tion. They ere a people. They 

ere a nation. 

After th deat or 1n clolomon, t a co\D'ltr:i was divided into t o kingdoms. 

-ihe kingdom of the orth, th in0 do of Israel, survived ·bout 200 ye rs. nd as 

s allowed up by th Persian Empire. T e Kin do r u ah lasted 150 ·e r • Then 

c e the abylonian Exile. ost of the! aders, then bility, t . e 9nt1re royal 

f iliea er_ exiled. The 1emple a destro ed. But th will to survive as a 

nation does not rish in th t dis star at all. Byt e , tars of B· lon they 

st down and apt as they remember Zionism din their exile they declareda It 
C\L"lD;o" I for et thee, 0 J rua lem, my ri ht rm forget its." Their ·ill to return, 

th~ ... r hop to return , s ·r tified ver uickly, wiex cted. The defe· t or Babylonia 

at the hands ot a Persians. C TUs ave t he Je s ermi sion to return to Jerus lea 

in the y r 55a. The jorit or t. e Je s returned to re uild t eir n ... tional lite. 

any re ained in Bab lon, of course •.. P lestine as the ce~r of t.e Je ish people, 

the national et or I rael, also er 11 ious s t. fter their ret rn to 

Judah, for centuries first under Persian rule, nd later on un .r lrr ek rule, the 

Jes continued to live s a eople. 

In the second century, the Jews of Palestine ,ere ubJected to rsecu\1011 

under , the ruler or Syria. They were 1n d er. Their n tional 

lite waa in dan er of being extinguished. They revolted. This w s the revolt ot 



• 
-7-

the coabees. The Je s r ined t ir ol tic l inci'eperrlences. for 150 e rs 

th~reafter they a ain lived free and ind e: end nt. T en t e omans ho con uered 
ractically the hole world also conquered J\da ' in 65 B .c. T e .. eoµl lo t their 

iniependence, but at 11 their sense of r. ... tionhood. T .. e continued to live s 

a rea t and ere ti ve people amo~ t e mans . en t e oppression o t e om ns 

became too reat, the Jes revolted ,ain. This gre t revolt lasted six eurs 

until 7 A.D. en the Ro:nans ,estroyed J er • lem and burned The Temple. The 

hope for a Jew:sh n tional life did not die. In 115 t ey revolted ain. In 135 

they revolted a seootrl time. H rdly a people in history was so _ tiently devoted 

to its n .. ti onal survival as the Jewish peo le. 

T' e o.;>ulation w decim ted. Thousams were t to de th. any ere 

put into slavery. Jew{sh lie : n Palestine declined alth u b Jewish centers ot 
le ming continued in ~ ales tine on rela ti el lar e . ca e up to the 7th century 

hen e .... ain e r of our people "ightipg in Pa_ t or fr edan. TJ.iey clun to 

th t p ttern all t .. ro h t ir history under Oi. , yz tian, Chrl t an Turkish, 

Arab, domin· tion, to t • s day . They never ceased to think ot t eir n t nal home. 

The Jewis nation did not cea e ith tne destruction of Th 1e 1 in 70 .D. The 
Je ish people re ined all the c acteristics Ill. hich t hey h· in lestine. 

They r etain it to this da. It lacks onl one f ture. Ever other n tion of 

people hs:s a land. The Je ish people has none. And it never surren:lered a hope 

to this d y ot returnLi to th t land. 

That waa a sound ar.d normal instinct. And t1~ butter e rl nee of 

two thousand e rs of exile subject to de r dation, ello bad es, andering, 

only_serves to stren then th t hope of sane day eacapin from the hells ot o preasion ••• 
The idea t ' t ith the dis ersion t e Je ish people forth 1th bee religous 

denomin tion 111 e the C t:olios, the tista, or Budhists is r ntastio. Neither 

Je a nor no .. -Jews h' ve re lly ever serious main ined s·1ch a notion. The lews 

are considered people, t unlike ver other eople, th• Je iah people lacked 

a n tional home. It 1 • t ia that i the source ot all their trouble. 
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e effort to return, rec nstruot its lite in Palestine h s been unremitting 

through t _ ages, to h of nece sity it is sh r l restricted. · e 1·nng bond 

1th P lestine neT1er b en bro en. The idea or e return, t he ho· e of return 

,as rt of eve creed. It ent -red in to the Pra r Book. Every J e ·ish 

festival carried ith its t i in of t 1e ~roma, t e ~emori s or alestine. On 

the eve or th t reu. t 1'estiv 1 0.1. ib ratior , Passover, our foref' the.rs used to 

say a "Next ye r, in J ru.salem". The theme s t he t eme used in all or our 

gre~test liter ture, t et. me of our greutest .oets, Ibn G birol, Jeh a levi, 

Bialik, in our on a 0 e. The one hope or our people . stem sianio hope, the 

hope or restoration. This is h4t kept t . eir hopes sustained. In a book ·hich 

I wrote som y ars o, "· essianic pecu-~tions in Israel", Id elt on thia 

pattern, or h Je as eculated en the ,essi • ould rea pe·r, hen t.e J s 

would have an O?portunit1 to return to their t1onal ome. In almost century 

there arose a pseud essiah, a f lse messiah. very orld crisis 11 nopped 

into fev red heat of ex ectancy tis hope of re urn. 11 tr h the D rk 

Ages w en tr veling ··as ost difficult, Je s so ht opportuni_ties singly or 

in small roups or in lar e roups t o return. 

In t he 15th cent y e have t he amazin instance or 300 Rab is and Disciples 

of England nd Fr ce mi r ting to • l stine . . .. fter t he terrible ex ulsion ot 

the Jews from pain in 1492, many of t he J e, ·s b an to str 

or their ncestors. 

bac to t he land 

In the 16th cent y e ctually vs the first politic l ttem t to rebuild 

Palestine. Don Jo eph iasi, the Duke of , xos no as nr -uenti 'l in t . e Turkish 

• Court tried to restore a Jewish cent er ~rould Tiberius. T e round ork a laid. 

Thousands ot Jewa returned •••• And sot o ht e centuries. 

Finally came the 19th century, en the movement mer ed fr011 t e mystic 

re11gioua tield in which it had bean in the Middle A ea into t e pr ctical political 



sphere. Interestingly enough, the irst to ap roach coloniz~tion in P· l stine 

were orthodox lea ers, oses ontef. ore, • They • re 110tivated 

b reli ioUB • d cultural conside tions, ut so by economic consider tions. 

They anted to normalize Jewish lite. to bring en b c to th& soil, t o t • 

men out or the trades, fly by ni_ht activitiee hich man ursued, to nor lize 
o7k on 

the st tus of the Jes by putting many of back to the soil ••.•• 

But in the 19th century, the 0 re t push to ards polltic·l c ion camp,, s ran ely 

enough, from t . e emanci ted &nd assimilated Jew inEurope h had bec°'~e isillusioned. 

1th the French Revolution ca e the sr.ead or t ne id als of liberty, e uallty and 

fr ternity. It seemed for them th t the day or br erb od ould return. Vhy 

talk about a Jewish eople? 1hy t lk bout lewish nationalism! any .. eople 

ceized upon this motif of liberty, 1•c..ternity d e .uality. Let us assimilate 
the Je.ish problem 

and fertiw', the said. But it didn't ltis t lon . T • eautiful dre~ didn I t 
nti-t>emit~s• i;} 

then Ci..llle the blood po..,l"OIIIS in Ul!Sia .. d the Dre •fus affair. The th u~h~ 

Jews of Europe came t realize _t at tl whol . pat er of J ish e . . eriences 

as re-a erting itself. 

ermany. 

They be an to s .k for a basic solution to the problem, the historic solution. 
basically, 

They came to realize that/the root of all the rouble 1as t. t the Je ish people 

possessed no national set, non ional home. Everywhere the ere re a ed. as 

aryan. And the solution for national hcmelessne s is the re-es ablishment ot 

a national home. 

Three reat thinkers, one from Ger any, one from R sia, one from Hwi~ary, 

a philosopher, a hysican, a journalist rote bout Zi nism •. oses Hess, or 

G rmany, ote" and J rusalem", D vid Pins1<er rota ut~manc1 tion, 

and following the pogrpaa in Russia Theodor Herzl ote "The Jewish State•. 

The theme ot all these great texts which have come the classio texts of Zioniaa 
1o~ut1on was n tional emancipation am restoration a the tor Jewi h people. Not all Jewe 
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should o to Palestine J more than that all ' llshmen sho~ o o n 1 nd or 

all Italians to I ly, or ll Frenchmen to France, or all Ger ans to Gr any. 

There must be a Land ot Israel. T t . uld nor aliz th t tus or our ople 

in t.11e world . Th· t d ke us like every other eople not unlike them. 

In 1897 Theodore erzl ~onvoted the first Zionist Congrews. It s to be 

held in unich, hut the u rman Jes did not ant e Con Te~ to be held there 

in their Fatherland. T t w s outr geous. You can't br 

So the Con ress as held 1n sle. 

I sin Palestine in 1955 hen t.e first boat-load of e n re ees came 

to Palestine d W10 them ere a re young Jeis from unich hoe fathers may 

h ve been ong those w o didn't ·ant the ConNre.:is t come to unich. Thf' 

im of Zionis~ ere te for the Je ish eople a Hoe in l&lestine secured b 

public Law. Tie ro0 ress as slo. 0 position was erritic 99. ecially among 

politically secure and econo ic ly secure Je s of "e t rn Europe. 

The First orld r, int e 20's crorned t ef orts or Zio ts. The 

pro-r in sle received for 1 ap roval b r one of the r t st pol tical 

states in the world, Great ritain. On Joe ber 2, 1917 -rec..t Lord rthur 

James lfour i sued th E lfour Deel r tion ~ich reads& 

"His ajesty's Government vie 1th favour t e stablishment in Pl stine 

or a nati nal home or th Je ish people, am l use t .. air b :,t endeavors 

to ~cilitat the achieve ent or this object, it bei cle rly understood that 

nothing shall be done hich my rejudice t e civil an reli ious ri hts of existing 

non-Jewish communiti sin P lestine, r tl ri hts und politic 1 s tus enjoyed 

b Jes in any other cowi ry." 

Pre ident ilson t.~ia Deel ration before it was issued an ap roved 

it. In arch, 1919 he rrote "th t' t e filli tions, th fullest concurrence ot 

our Governm n t and ople ure greed t ~ t in P las tine sh l b 1 t e toundatioaa 

of a Jewiah Co . onwealth.• Thia as been t.h dream ot our ople tbDugh \he lq . 

centuriea, and 1n 1917, it was finally realized. It rec !Ted intem tional sanction 
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and up roval and in July, 1922, the .. d te for .. lestine as iven to Gr_ t ritain, 

the ma.nd te hich included the B lfour Declar tion, which reco ized P lestine 

a.a t · e national home of the J • s etc. 52 a ti ons roved of it d it as 

una.ni ousl a proved b the Con res r t.l-ie Unit d t t s. 

T .t had an electric e.ff ect on the J e ish ?eople. In t .e last t venty " rs 

t e r did more t ever before. A miracle s perfo ed. The opul.ation ro e 

from 55,000 to 6000,000. Close to 300 colonies ave been est bli hed. ,hole 

school s~stems, hole h 1th s stems. ve been est·blished. T1 land s 

reforested, r claimed, lan ua e revived, culture ·s revived. Into it hi:) one 

so m ch of social vfsion, so much of enthusiaam. It is fort tely it "ned 

len it did. Palestine s boue to taKe into its~ e 300,000 refugees d ing 

this crisis. Paleatine tod , has thrown it self completel into th r effort. 

It is one of t1e most powerful nd ost de end ble ront lines of the United 

N tions in that critic 1 part of t e r er_ ort ~ t e United 1 tions. 

• It is a 16 tory a scinating story 

or 

I have a etched brief , eno 

ckground, -,ttwcwJixxill ttern. It will help you to understand ha'fua 

you are dealing 1th .••••• 

Th fuite Paper is latest manite~t tion of o os tion to alest: n as a 

National Home today •••. 

T e ales tine Government . s not b en var friendly. 

threatened 'i the hite aper, to close t e doora to Je ish ~~5r tion. I 

!lm confident that th t will not come to be. fe days a0 0 in s: in ton I bad 

the privilege ot eating one oft e reall reat~ le 'ers ot rioa and e 

discuJsea t.'18 Palestine situation. e ed a sentenced lich assured me. Be 

confident th ta re t moral ideal.of a great people such a rours can not be 

permanently defeated. 

History repats itself. Our countr is fighti toda for freedom. aleestin• 

is entitled to what the CZeoha are entitled to, t t hich ever ? . pl• 
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small is entitled to and ia deservin ot, nd 'le • re no le s d ervin t 

any other people. Our tra ed is th t of our n tional homele ne s. That 

chapter is closed. It is possible th t 1th tne united effort of our people, ot tho e 

o umerstam justice - t tis why ·tis possible - t t c pter 11 be closed 
before many years • 

• • lecture n ..xt eek will go a 11 ttle more dee ly int the ubJ ect ot 
controversy, criticism l ·n ade. . • e must discu hy t e exist •.. 



~arrlt 1/Hh, 194:;-.JEWISH OHRONJfl,E 

ZION 
the m al was an venin of H brew song , and Yiddish 

. ong , and Hora:, and upp r-truly memorabl • The 

:::-;aturd:1.y )Iornin~ : rdc wa Heitlwr loo long- f Jr tLt' 

impatient nor too hort for th orthodox; it ov r d all 

that wa r ally n c ar~ to be aid and a littl b slde>s, 

but n v r wa it monotonous or boring. The t mpor iry 

·'Uav·· onducl ,1 it \' 11. taking not too long a tim •, nor 

ru. hing too faat. 
Aft r th , nic , Hora. spontanC'ou.·Iy i-prung- p, 

hnld r conducting f; n·ice. 4. General vi w of 

in m arquee. 7. :\Ta • and Arnolcl a.fter rvice. 
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to Ill rg into one or two giant C'ircle , embra ing Yo1.~th 

cnjoyin"' hning J • \'i.h. To r inforc the "-habbaq at­

m gphere th re wns a chicken dinner: such so111, 

fowls, such preparation all in traditional style, even if 

it was nece <.:arr to queue up as usual for the meal. 

Ther ii- no doubt that the fr sh air and exercise 

w re among the mo t importan b n fits of th camp • 

nd never was t hi. principl let . lip. Th r was n arly 

always . ome or nni. Cd r er at ion-football, table-tenni , 

cricl{C' . wimming, in whi h all , . r . a.bl to participate; 

hut at no stag . hy any m an., was any on for d Io 

tak part. "On th" contrary," anyone wa fre to lif' in 

th sun:-hinf', which fortunately held , ry day, (or the 

shade for that mattPr), or to organis his own amns -

ment or <'xercisl". 'fh<' hike took th camp a f w mil :-­

:uoun<l tlH' n<'i "'hhouring- Lc n<'ry: the beach and creek 

proYi<lr.cl ::;wimming faciliti : ,though unfortunat ly no 

thc> h i:t. . 11 AllJ!c•ti<' r.prJ rlc:; ll t' ting was h Id on a 

rough , hut :cn·irt':thll" t rarJ·. Tl ,•,;,:-; ju. t for fun, in tlw 

ri!!ht spirit. with many an .·citing photo-flni h. 

Th weall1 r was fortunately xc ll nt; hot fin, 

days, cl('ar ancl <lry, with 1lewy cold night , full-moon d 

and tary. Only one clicl it rain hard, th .fir t nig!lt 

aftC'r a1l ha,l :nriY<''l. Ditch s " 'I' clug rou11<l the 

t<'nts next day. 
Food wa xcell<>nt an<l pl ntiful inde cl it was 

often lu urioui-, . pecially for camp far However. it 

anyon was hung-ry it. was u ually his own fault; th r 

was alwn) · omet 1ing- to N\.t. . f al were g nerally w0ll 

pr parNl in that not many w r badly burnt, and th y 

ta!-l cl ~oocl; th, t i the 11ain thing. It was unfortunate 

that so muc 1 a ·, !4t -d through poilin~ with the 

l al, bnt rt is !-1Utn(' ttm~ crC'ditable that flie wer 

l ·Ppt o a minim • 11 an<l ll1P noldHrns<' k<'Ot cl an. Foocl 

, •;[!!' le pt ('0\' J'Nl. ncl n1hhi:~11 h•lJ'i cl at Ol e' • 

:\Tinor injuric , in , it ably quite common, were effl­

ci<>n l~· tr ntecl by the amp rurse; any spar tim she 

mny ha,·<' l1a1l ~1• 0 11: to h·n <• 1, , 11 i:;n nt in . 1,:wing th 

ht' ardNL th us coll Pct ing- an apJ)r iabl and aprpeciat d 

um for the mu no.·. \noth r gr at factor in th 

"r•ner" l i::uccfi,q oi' 1 hC' c:, ,111 w:1~· tl1<' ir • tor': T,o\Hl­

~p0ak r ancl )Tnde rnit. Witl10 1 1t this the ame d tan­

fl n .. E'mbl, of indiYiduals or groups would not ha,· 

lH'f'n possihl<'; th hue:1 - nll was al o v ry useful. 

<'SJ)('cially as an agnlv awaitNl m al-signal. 

On firi-t ar ival in camp all wer aw struck with 

thc> talf's of lumlship told hy thf' " dvance Guard," who 

,•n ctt•,l th t nts, ancl pr<'ll~H d for th arrival of th 

:nain bo<ly of camper:. Further tribute mu t be paid to 

:111 ~ OSI', who , N they may he, who orir:-inat('cl th id a 

uf LJ11 camp. ancl work cl for w .eks and month b for<> 

it start d; tltr.y will hav<' had practical xp ri n by 

,,, ·t tim . t th end were left th r arguard to cl an 

up th m .. which f at th y s 1 c s fully ac ompli h cl 

in ht-'avy rain. ,\1 o among th h lp rs mu t b listed 

:'.\Tr. Goodman, on who farm .th camp wa held; from 

hi. inYaluabl(' o-operation and a.ch·ice in many dir e -

lions o th g-allons of milk, h wa appr ciat d. 

From th time they 1 ft th railway in th ''hu~•· 

to Kaiaua till they bu d back t n day later, everyon 

wa happy and proud to hav be n a camper in th first 

Ca.mp Zion: an 11ie c•n•nt in he l1i~ ory f '.v 7,('ahn<l 

land Zi nic.m, whi h, it i hop d, wlll be continued a nd 

agerly a ait d annually by th J wish Youth of t his 

oun t ry. S. FAINE, 

• 
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HAT IS z I 
From an addr ;-; cl Ii\' r cl Ht tlH• T Inl)lt, ( 'It\ •l ,.11d, Old 

by DR. ABBA Hl-LEL SILVER 
One hould approach the subj ct of Zionism from 

th point of vi w of J wish hi0 tory. On the millennial 
canYas of Jewish history one can disc: rn certain deflnJto 
and recw·rent pattern . There is, for example, the re­
<:urr nt patt rn of th J w who comes to occupy a very 
high position in gov rnment. As a rule he is a great 
financier who rend rs distinguished l:H.'rvice to his mon­
arch or his country. He is a good Jew and is solicitous 
for the well-b ing cf his f llow-Jew~. Th Jewish p ople 
ba k in th sunshine of his exalted otnce. Then the in-
, Hable happen . B caus, of his high position ana 

achi v m nts he arous s the sharp jealousy and hatred 
of oth r influ ntial J)eopl in government circl s. Th y 
consJ)irf' a~ain ·t him. Th fact that h is a Jew s rve.; 
as a pow rful off 1hh· wt apon in their hand . He i.· 
ov rthrown. And his fall brings di ast r upon his entire p oplc! 

Thb is a pattern. J t r curs o,· r and over again 
in J wish history. You do not find the same patt rn 
among oth r p opl s, unless thE;y, too, are defenseless 
minorities. And ,·en then 1t does not hold true to thE:' i-:ame extent. 

J ws may wish to s that pattern changed. They 
may hop that someday it will be changed. But 2000 
}ears of J wish history testify that it do s not chang . 
And 2000 years i 0 a very long time .... 

In ] 3th century Persia, <luring the reign of Arghun 
Khan, ther lived a court Jew, C:::ad11d Da.wla. He wa a 
Yery powerful minh-ter. H practically controlled th 
ftnanc s of the kingdom. .Because of him the position 
of the J ws of P r ia impro,·ed to such a degre that 
one of tl1e Baghdad poets ,)f th day wrot : "Turn J ws, 
for heaven itseH hath turn •d a Jew!" nut ~adud Dawla 
aroused the enmity of ::\Iuslim rh·als nncl during thf' fat • 
fnl illness of Arfhun, h was as"as"'inat d. His ,1 ath 
was the il:rnal for a gen •ral atta k upon th J w<. ii i 
which m any wer put to d<·ath. 

This wa in Hth century P rsia. 
In 14th century a<-tll , in ~pain, during th rPign 

of King Peter, th~ 1,0H'd J <' , -:, m1wl h. :\! •i r Ha-T~ vi, 
was in control of th royal 'X<'hequer. He was enor­
mously influential at court. His position mad him tl1 
unofficial sp kesman and prot ctor of th Jew . H 
built, at his own coF t, the famous synagogu in Tol do 
which was lat r conv rtecl into a ~hurch. But his en -
mi s at court pro<'e ded to und{'rmin his position and 
he subsequently died UP<.'n the rack. Hi vast fortun<' 
was confiscated. The Jews of Cnstil wer then plun­
dered and massacr d. amu 1 b. ::\leir Ha-Levi had com­
-nit ed them, by his a C!O<'h1tion with Peter. to one id<> 
of a dynastic quarr 1, and th ovposition unfortunate Jy v: on. 

Her, i'" the . arne pat rn again! um rous other 
<' .:nmvles nwv b add.uc cl. On mic-ht argue that all 
ht!'! occurred a long timf' a!?"o in th clark 1\fiddle A~P~. 

Ours i a u ,,, <lay, an ao- of i>nlightenment. uch thing3 
do not h1.pp n today. TH pattf•rn do s not hold gooc1 any more. 

unfortunately it does! 
In th very liberal and ad,·ancul 19th c<:ntury, in 

"'estern Eur p , 1:omc Jews w r prominently id ntified 
with the progressi\'e political ane.l <'conomic movcm nts 
of their day. A f w of tl1 m b c me 1 aclcrs in these 
1uoy ments. Enlightened self-inter<.'st as well as th 
immemorial proph ·tic lir"C of th( ir r:•cc projected them 
into the , ry forefront of <·01110111por,.ry progr •. sh • and radical mo,·ements. 

\\·hen th r ~ction finally ~ct in, as it always does, 
it· fir t vi tim :-; "tr tlt J0,•: . _ nrl not m r ly thos 
Jews who wer actually i 1011tif.0<1, :u; le1.ders, with the 
lib ral moy ments, but all J~ws. 'rhe reaction in Ger­
rnan} und r Bi:ma1ck uc,JH•rcd in a hitter anti- emitir 
camp1.io-n against Jews-all Jews. similar political 
and economic reaction in I·"'rance took the form of , io­
l0nt anti- emiti;•m and culminated in the famous Drey­
fus Affair. Th, promincnc of ome Jews in th Ru -
sian communist 1 H·lntion 1H·o, i,1 cl t xt or pretext be­
tween th first ancl c·cond worlcl w:1rds for a. viciot•s and 
<lisa!'ltrous worl<l-wic 1n·o1rn!?"anrla a~ainst the ntir J wish p ople. 

EYery vhere one may discern the ~~;n patt~rn. Its 
hloodie':lt outlines nn may s <' today in ·a.zi Gerr.rnny 
r, nd in Y ry Fas~ist ta te in Europe. 

THE :'\lE.-\~ ' I . 'G 01•' THE P ,\Tl'EU~. 
\\'hat <lo this patt rn poin to?-thi pattern 

which r curs in the 13th. the 14th, th 19th and th~ 
~0th c nturi s, in Persia, . p;1in, G0rma11y, France, and 
1•, f>1•n•·h r eli:;<' in the world? It quite clN1.rly and un­
mistakably points to the inc;< <' r1r0 and r>r<>carious position 
of a minority tr roup wl1ich possP~ses no national Cf'ntre 
10 turn to for h<>lp or r efug,, or . tatus. This is a 1 un­
pl a ant fn<'t. but Jp,v~ m11 t fa<'" tlw unpJea~ant facts 
f th ir exi ·t nr<•. C'oll1fo1tah]f' p onl, do not like to be 

disturb cl by th warning of hh:.tor~·. Th y r sent tlie 
Pf'Opl who make ti <' •n a, ·ar of them. \Vhen these 
comfortabl p opl do become disturb , th y do on 

• i, h o thing • Th y {'ith r F-lp n<l them. eh-es in fight­
in~ anti-. emitism which i3 nft<'r all nly th effect and 
not th ca u e f wli:t t aih, I he J •wii:;h p op! . Or, out 
of f ar 01 ocial pr j1ulic0, th0_ Ret aho11t .fightin~ Zion­
i m. which do apply thf' le!". ons of J f'\V i. h hi torv ti) t 11 solution of the pro bl m. • 

THE P .\TTF.l :.\ F OPPO.'ITIO~ 
E,·pn in t if' oppositi,rn or ~om<> J w. to Zfoniqm 

This} Co 

TREI~T HAT 

d.nated by 

T 



March 18th, 1~45-JEWISH CBRO ICLE 

th r ls traceahle, in th la!;t one hunclre<l y ar~, :in 
it rative pat ern. In tl1P hiog1apl1~ 01 Lor1l Balfour. 
wrltt n by hi nl c , Blan •h E. C. Dug;d()l , on flnds 
I his inter sting olH· ·rvation: "'I'h y ( the ZionislB, in 
1916-17) fought their cas 1111der heayy nan,licaps )Y 

comparison ,vith uni cl p • opl<'s, SU<'h a th z hs, who 
wer al o strngr,-ling for r ognition uf t11 ir clrlirus dur­
ing th<' l;re:1t \Var. ln England tlw most formidablP 
fofl of J ivish nationalism were th mselves Jews. In 
sodnl and poJitlcal chcles <>. pedally, the imliffet'enc or 
JiostJIHy of the ,Jewish tu·ii;torrat' "\. of w, Ith worked 
a<•C h·eh" agninst th<> Zioni ' ( . . . . Th • Cabinet contain0d 
th vflry spear-h ad of Anglo-Jewish opposition to the 
Zionist mov m nt, in th<> l)Pr on of l\fr. Edwin 1\Ionta~u. 
t- er tary of tate for India. !\Ir. Montagu could not 
,tend to his own peopJ the sympathy he t>yinced Ju.ter 

for nationalism in India. He saw the spectre of anti­
mitigm in v ry country if its .Je rn permitted th m-

:<t>h" to dream of a territori::i.l Cf'ntre or a national 
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1-:t,n an<l und , fating will to national re torntion which 
ha~ l>t•r i t tl through th ag I is n ither recent nor 
new. 

11 or flft en c •nturies and mor the Jewish people 
liv d in Pal tine as a na ion. nut n v r was the strong 
sen~ of lif and the will to sun·fre wanting among our 
nu tors. Th y tubbornly re ist d all att mpt;; to suh-
JU rg<', assimilate C'l annihilate th m. 

During om ot those <' nturi :.; th y m:ul th ir 
~reat st contributi n to i\ iliz,ltion in the r li~ious fiE:>ld 
J. rael's unique geniu f i.ncl it~ higl1 st e, ·pre.sion in 
t11e fi lti of rt•ligious and moral idN\li<•m; just a. tlH· 
\,ni<1u g niu or tlH U-1 J, found ,pn••;. ion in art an<I 
philosophy. nut the· fact 11,,, 1 l l <' !!l'l':.tll' 'I ·onlrihulinu 
of th Jews wa. to reli .zi n •lid not ;ual •• or 1 IJP J<'Wi:-< 1 

JI ople n r ligiou" ~ ct any mor th:tn lite• contribution 
of th(' <1re ks to :irt anl p lii Jo · iph y rn1<11· ol ti1 man 
arti. ts' colony or a ~ hoc,I nf philosaplty. Th0 J w,., 

Jik th le , wer a nation. 
political existence out ide .. EU I IIIIUII 111 It 1111111 tlll 1 "" "" 1111 llll II ...... 111111111I111111111 ltt I It II lltl I U I U II I II t II ti 111111 I 11 U 1111 ti"" 

their present citizenships. 
v,:henever dt::aste: 

thr aten ,1 their national 
Such aspirations in Euglish 
Jews he looked upon as trai­
torous disloyalty to their 
native land .... This was 
not a point of view which 
ver appealed with great 

force to the non-Jewish 
populations of the British 
Empire, many of whom as, 
for example, the Scotch, are 
perfectly accustomed to com­
bining strong separate racial 
consciousne s with a wider 
loyalty." 

Here is the pattern of 
pposition to Zionism! Thir­

ty years ago in England. one 
hundred years ago in Ger­
m:tny, today in th United 
. tales. 
people. 

The same kind of 
The same motives. 

The same arguments. Even 
the horrible and shattering 
<·xperience of the Jews of 
Germany who were so confi-

WHY I AM A JEW 
I am a Jew because, born of Israel and haYin Jost 

her, I have felt h r live again in me, mor living than 
mysfllf. 

I am a Jew because, born of I rael ancl having re­
g-ained h r, I wish h r to liv after me, more livin~ 
than in myself. 

I am a Jew b cause the fait11 of Israel d mane!.· of 
me> no abdication of the mind. 

I am a Jew because the faith of I!'lracl r 
m aJI th devotion of ill¥ heart. 

qu lrr>s of 

I am a Jew because in every lace Wh r uITerin~ 
weeps, the Jew weeps. 

I a Jew b cause at e,·ery time wh n c e. pair crte 
out, the Jew hop s. 

I am a J w bccau e the word of Israel is the oldest 
and the new st. 

I am a Jew because the promf e of Israel is the 
unh•er~al promise. 

I am a Jew because, for Israel. the \Vord is not 
:vet complet(>d: men are completin~ ft. 

T am a .Te,,· be>ca 1se, for I rn I. ran ls ·1ot cre'.lt(>d: 
mc>n are creating Mm. 

I am a Jev· becausfl, ahoYe the> nations and I rnel, 
Ic::raPl places ran 8nd 111s nity. 

T am a Jc>w b cauee, above l\Tan, imqgc of th 
divinfl nity, Israel places the> di\'lne l nity, rinrl it~ 
diYinity. 

E<lmond Fle_g. 

xist nc , th y found inner 
str ngth to surmount it. 
rrhe cl struction ol Templ 
and country in the 6th cen­
tury B. ., and the xtle of 
I h best part of Israel to 
llabylonla did not result in 

. the d ath of th nation. By 
th rivers of Babylon they 
sat down and w pt as they 
remembered Zion and in 
their exile they vowed: "It 
I forget thee, 0 Jeru&alem, 
may m} right hand forget 
her cunning." 

The Jewish people lost 
its land. But it never sur­
n 1 nder d lll hope that some 
clay it would return to its 
laud. The bitter experiences 
of two thousand years of 
·xile, outlawry, ghettos and 

massacres only served to re­
n force that hope. 

,,,1,,111111,111111111111111111111111r1111111r1111111111111111111111111111111111n1111u1111111u1111111111111111,111111111,1 

dent that Germany was their Fatherland and Berlin 
their Jerusalem, and whose opr,oeitlon to 7.ionism wa. 
so thorough-going, has not affect(,d the Zionist oppo. i­

THE HOPE OF RETliR~. 
'file J10pe of r turn became part of th Jews' creed. 

I ch ed through th pages or his Prayer Book. Hta 
f sti\·als were redol nt of m morics and hop s of Pales­
tine. On the Ye of the gr at FeMival of Liberation, 
Pas OY r, our fathers would offc>r the f n· nt prayer: 
"~ xt year, in J ru alem ! " I was th theme of our 
vreatest literary productioJJ from tl1e glorl0us poetry of 
Ibn Gabirol and Jehucla Hale"i to Bialik and the remark­
able galaxy of Hehr w writers of the last generation. 

tion in other couutries. The palt rn remains. 

THE NOBLEST PATTERN OF ALL. 
But Zionism, too, is an historic .Jewl h pattern, tl1e 

noblest and most persistent cf all. 7iionism did not be­
gin yesterday. It did not begin with the modern Zionist 
movement, nor with the flrst Zionist Congress in 1897, 
nor wlth the first colonies which were established in 
Palestine in 18 2. Zionism, as a national ideal of res­
toration, ls two thousand years old. Throughout the 
long, weary centuries the hope of returning to their na­
tional home and oi being restored as a free people in 
their own land wa nev r absent from amonl! our peopl . 
It wa a constant, bl ssed, sustaining pres nee. . !oderu 
Zlonif5Ill ls th~ 1~ t(>st practical e.xpresi;;ion of that un bro-

THE LA T PHASE 
In the 19th centu~, this age-olii national aspira­

tion finally entered th phase of political 01 ranization 
an 1 practical action. 

'rhe Dama. cus Affair of 1 40 linked up v:lth the 
, .. id -spread reaction after the Rev0lutlon in 1848, th 
}fortara Affair in Italy, th Christian-Socialist movement 
in th ra of Bi mark, th Tisza-E~zlar Affair in Hun-
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gary, th r ,·i\al of th blo d accusation in Hoh mia, !hi' 

pogrom. in the eig-htit•s in Hu~sia. '' La f ranee Juh·<'" 

and the Dr yfus Affair in France. Thl'Y realized that till· 

immemorial problem of th national tom I sness of 

the J wish p ople was th prin ipnl 011r of th J wisl1 

mill 'nnial trag dy and that lt r maiu <l as star)· and Uf; 

menacing as e, C'r. It simply co, Id 11ot bf' circnm \'t:>'ltt>d 

liy wi hful thinkin~ or pl asant rlay-dr aming nor by 

: ny f rvid pledg s by JPwi- of th ir patriotic df>,•o tion 

to th land of their birth or •Hloption . 

eompletc self-eftacem nt. 

ll'll' 

Tiles <Ii illnsion .d Jt'ws b gan to look for th b1sic 

Holution of th problem ariti tlu•y ,oon recli. COY r d it 
Fundam ntally the root of all th troubl vas that the 

J wL h people was a nationally l1omel ss people in the 

)[nr<'l1 I th. J<t J., - 11-:\\ l:0-.11 ('Imo. ·r LE 

\\"ithin twt•Pt\· ~"ar.· of tlH• or'.',•:1ization of m o<l rn 

pt"1Ji1icnl Zioni!'m tlu mo, Ill 'nt n•r. hr•d f 1.,rmal appro,al 

at ti,, hnu,;,, uf th ~r catc-:t "lll11ir• 011 <·artl1- Gieat Ilrl­

tain. It r <'eh·,,1 th Il.ilfour D rlaratio11 on . ·'),· mh r 

2, 191 i. 
THE XEW EH \-lfflLJ)J'\(L 

Th n's a ne\\ E•ra i11 Jt>wi ·h hi'-1•,r • \\ "" m-:i1<•r<•d in. 

Th lon~-<lf'lf'rri>cl h JI<' of 11atlonal rPstoration \\:1s s~t 

on it8 \\:tY lo full r •aH~~ation. Th> gr,:1t 1lay had tinnll:· 

dawn <I . Th unlH.· cling vorl<I l1ad at last h cl <l UH• 

cry oJ th homf>IP~ 1H'OJll•. Th J!'xish p op! tllr ,, 

it If into lit<> \\Ori, of ll\Jhnildin :.:: il ,,ational hom witn 

incomp,,n1hl z<>al n n<I f>ntl1mdaH11. '!'h task ,,·as enor­

mous- nntrainC'cl hancls. i11n<l<'•1nate m •a,,c;, o,· rwlw lm­

ing clifliculti s. .'\'(',·f'rthPl e:-1R lll r cord of !)io11 rinn; 

world and the only solu-

tion for national hom less-

s is a national home. 

:C'Ql.,~ M1:)~t;10 ~'.-l ,C'1l n1, ac•~r.i ~~ 

P?9~ V'l\Q 111! -,~) l1f 1 °1\C U'?f capt 

ach ie, 0nwnt of th J wish 

JI ovl in Palc>stinf> in the 

t" ntr y ars lwtw Pl\ two 

'-'• orld wars. t hr· story of 
1 hf'ir h1•1·oic labours and 

n (c•,11:1~ 1:11'£11 ( Purnn k)'"'"' 
Three great thinkers 

from among the int 11 ctual 

circl . of ·westerniz d Euro­

pean J w1 y formulat cl thl11 

nev.· insight and com·iction. 

' f'h ir books haYe b <:om 

the c lassie t xt:-; ot mod en~ 

Zioni m . ~loses Hc,s, in 

German~·. wrot "Rom am: 
Jcrusalew .·• Leon Pinsk r. 

following th pogroms in 

llussia, wrote "Auto-Eman-

ipaticn." Th odor Her1.J, 

I ollowin th Dr yfu Ar­

I air, wrote "The J wisl1 

. 'tat<'... The theme c0mmon 

lo all thr e is ~mand1,ation 

through national t·<•.;tol'a­

tion. Kot that all .T w r, 

. hould r turn to Pales tin 

any morC' than that all Eng­

li hm n lh"ing in all parts o( 

th worl<l should r turn t 

England, or all Frenchm n 

to I•' rance, or all G rma n to 
(;ermany. Dut th r is an 

England, a Franc and !\ 

(;C'rmany. • o must tiler bl 

a Land of I · r ael in order 

that the ~tatus of the 
Jewi h people might be 

11ormali1 cl 
th world . 

throughout 
Politically 

Pun,;-1 ~ymphony. "\·e111~n11e 
girls in 1rad1tional •arh. 
(Photo Alrrnndn) 

\\"ho made 1he councel of the (:entiles void, 
And fru,trated the thoughts of the cunninc, 
\Vhen a!(ain,t u5 ro,e a .... icked, vicious 
~Ian of the stock of .'\malek. 

1'"l "\~ ~;} c•,P,;1 C' ;ll il~f:;' D'0~;:'11 
(n!) ,IO "IMCICl 

sa<' rific :, and tl1Pir ourae; -
OU. P'l:Jlt'l'illlf'lll.ltion ha,>}'(>­

I' •hNI 1lw acclaim 0f th (•n-

1 ire ·.•. orlcl. .\ , Prit'thlc mir• 

acl<' of c·olonizat ion ,,a. p •r­

formed. The• J1•,;i<:i1 p0pula-

1 ion incr a. d fmm 55 .l'PO 

to 1;00.0011. lose to 31111 

c:olqni<'S wt>r .-t:1bl :i;hNl. 

:-:1 i:• I , i:,;ion and high hu-

111an id a!iRlll ,, <'nt into th< 

)'l3nning and flru tur of 

111any or t 1,em. . onH 2. 1011 

lactoric~ and 4,noo c;mall 
,._·,>rk~l\01,!-- "c>n• op n n. Th 

wat r~ ot th Jordan w1~r!' 

llarn<>s cl for lcctri • pow r . 
.. he J)('a<i :::c>a \\· :t~ mad' to 

~ iPlcl up its n 1 s! el1<•Jlli"a l r"­

f our l'.~. BatTf'll hill. and 

n1ll('y.; w r r affon•c;ted. 

:. fa r--11<':-- wt•r<' <Ira in •<I. A 

sp!<•1Hli!l Pclll''atrona l srf-;t ·m 

,•.a~ 1!<>,r lo)) <l. crown d hr 
tl,P J c•bn w l '11i,·pr.·ity 011 

:\It. :'cnpu . A modern 

l <':tlll. i-wn iC(' v;ag .-lahl i ~;!J-

ed throug-hout t11e 

country. 
Tt wac, fortunat<' 

Ancl that thr r ,la)- •houlil he re - ind ed for th J wish 
rnembcre<I and ~qt 1hro11i:hou1 e,ery 

lh(' Jewish p ople must v~nl'ra11011.. (Et l htr 9, !\) p opl that a Jewish 

lJ com e. 1ik11 ,. ry oth r 11 oplP, pos • s:ed of an inde- Palestine was availabl , r a.died and µrepar •rl by th la-

pend nt life in a national home. bour ot th se J wi h oion rs, when th hnrribl Hitl r 

:llONISl\f p r~ecntions i,wf>pt oYer Eurooean Jewry. f-'nr that littl 

ln 1 ' 97. Th odor Herzl con,·ok<·cl th fir t Zionist country wa :; abl to absorb morf> than 300.<•01} r 0 f ng f's 

ongr s. It \\US to haY b "" held in :\Iunich. But lrom G rmany and entral Enrop<'. Today J wifh Pal-

th Jew of 1\Iunich <li<l not want tl1 Congre!'!5 held l!1 . tin is again ,·in~icating its claim to full lif and na-

' h ir mi<li;t for fC'ar tha il would reflect unfayourabl .: tional freedom by the extraordinary ~ontril,ution which 

1 pon tlt •ir G rman p:1tril•ti 111. ... .;;:,1 th Congre~s wa.- it is making to th war ffort of th l nt d . •~ tion ... om<' 

J11~ld h1 Basie, . wltzerlana. 23,000 youne- Pale.-tinian J ws Jia,· ,·olunt<'er" ·l for ser-

t Basl th•_ official Zioni l plat rorm wa adopted: ,·ic in tht· arrui s of th rnit d ;'l.'ation,;, ancl tll ciYilia, 

"Th aim of Zionism is to er ate for the Je, ish people a popt:lation 1 enga ed in an all-out <'lfort to back up th<' 

J10m, in Palf>stin<' secur d hy J)Ublic law." fig~tfng nrmi . in th • ar F.ea!-t by pro\·iding th m with 



)larch 1 lh, rn.i--JEWl, H JIHON! 'Lt!: 

1Hany , ital su1,1pliE's ,.nd serYices. 
THE AH<.a;Ml!JN'I .l<'HOM .li'.li:A..R 

'fher :u Jews who fear-and fear is the real rea­
f:On b hind most of the OllPO 1tion to Zionism-that if a 
J wi :;;h national hom is once est,iblished, anti-S~mitlsm 
"ill say to the J wr: ''Go hack to Pal stine! ·, "Go br.ck 
to yonr o, n country!·· They ,, ill iu"Ye a good excuse 
!or xpelling tll J ews. But anti- '('mitic gov rnments 
iuw n ·e r waited for such an excuse to xpel the Jewc;. 
Through all Uw long a1Hl dr<>adful Cf•nturie up to th 
day. of A.doll Hit! .r, J ,, s have b en dri\' n from on(' 
countrr to :rnotJin in spite of the fact that they had no 
national hom to whi<'h to ,,.o, Our en mi s never wait­
ed for th establi.;hrn<.•nt of a Jew ish national hom be­
f orP th y beg-an their agitation to ciri\' out the Jews. 
'i h contr:i ry ic; probably true. Had th r be n a Jewish 
national horn to wliich to go. Our n.emie n Yer wait­
lta\'(? tal<en plac . Had ti ere be n iu xi. tence a Jewish 
stat wherein the nationals of other states lived and 
with whi h other states carrled on commerc and trad , 
,h attitude of tht; .. • othn stat s to th J ews living in 
their mid t would probably have b en dictated by con-
iderations of national polic ', trade intere ts, and reci­

procity. 
THE AH(,l.ME.Vl 01•' Ul1AL .\l,,;L.EGlANCE 

~om J ws fl ls that with th<• Lahlishment of a 
Jewish ('ommonwcalth in l 'al lin ', th ) , in tile nit d 
~tat s, or Lhe Jews ol England or of other countri .• will 
h charn:ed with tltrn.l :ille:rianc •. H r a~.i.in il ·hould 
be point ,1 (mt that tllt' •nemi • of our peopl ha ,·e not 
wait d for th <.-~tnblislirnf'nt of a J c,.,·i h st~le b for 
they began to charg tit , J ws with <li ·loyaltr and lack 
or patriotism. Iu tact they s iz <I on the fact of th 
ahst>JH.'(' or a J ewi;;;h I' :tti nal c ntr - on the fact of J w­
j!-;]1 national horn lernn ss-::i.s a most pow rful argument 
in th e ir anti-: mili car.,pai us. The J ". tnE'} clamour­
c·cl. ha. 110 roots anpvh r •. He is an int rnationali t. 
Ile has a ·ecret int rnati<'nul or ""anizc1 tion "The Eld r • 
of Zion"- to which he c,w s allegiancc> . H , th • my, -
t •riou , till' ini ·t r J w vii hout a countr~ of hi: own , 

on piring to on~rthrow all gon:rnment • in onl r 
to put hims lf in power and rul<> tlte world. 

Th ~ 1i ht thinkin~ Am rican lwows that th cl , in' 
()f th Iri ·h in AnH·ricn. lo help In th ·tablishm •ut of 
a Fre Ireland, Lo "hich they cl ,·ot d th mseh <'S co 

n rgNically, or th ' d •:;ir of th Cz chs nr Poles, to 
It lp e tablish ., T·'r z ho ·1 yaJ-ia or a Fr Pohuvi 
did noL in any way impair their luyalt) to Am rica . 
. ·o on ,-.,r ac u~ecl th Ill of dual all gia11<'<'. ln fact 
. \m ricans applaud cl th ir mo, ments. in tlw am wr.y 
a th y ar applauding U,e ff<•rt of . m rican J w • to 
rrbuild a fr e J wish Pal tin . 

in tl1is conn ctio11 the word.; ot th lat Ju ·tic 
Louis D. Brancl is com to m incl: '·L t no _.\ m rican 
imagin that Zionism i inconsi~tent with Patrioti. m. 
\Iultipl <> loyalti s ar(' obj ctionabl only if th y at in­
con ·isl nt. A m, n is a b tt r citizen of th nit d 
.~tat,· for b in .. al o a loyal citiz n or hi tat . and of 
hi. city; for b ing loyal t0 hi family, and lo his pro­
fpssion or trad ; for beiu~ loyal to his coll ge 9r his 
Jod~ .... F.,·e ry Am ric-un J w who aicts in advancil11 
th Jewi h . ttl ment in Pal ti1w, though l1 feel 1hat 
n••it!ll' l' h nor hL d • ndant ,,·ill ,. r li\' thcr , will 
lik •Wil' . h<' a l) •tl('I llHdl and a lwtter m co rican f r ll•.,­
lug RO," 
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f :_ ltas ahio been argued tliat the •s tablishmcnt of 
t lH. J wish Comrr.:.011wealth in Palestin is unfair to the 
Arabs. '1 h Jews would tak a way a country which b -
Ion ·s to the Arabs. The J ws will majorize the Arabs 
and will d prive tl , m of th ir rig11ts. Dr. Carl Hermann 
Yo~ of th Clui tian ouncil on l'al • tin has r c nlly 
r pli d to this form or rab propaganda , hich some 
J w s em to ha,c absorbed in th . word : 

•'The Arab population in Pal tin , did 1101, be~in to 
gro,1 until tile 1 80's. ln [a t, a careful analy is of tl1 , 
1,r s •nt l-'alestinian popul.-tion woulJ show that about 75 
pPr nt of th Arab ar ither imniigrant.,, th m • •ln's 
or d scendant.,, of p r ons who immi"rat d i11to P:lks­
tine during the last 11)0 yBan,, for th mo L part itt th 
la t 61 y ars sine 1882. 

··TJtat latter <lat of 1~ ' ~ il:, si ·nihcanl b 'Cause it 
i · Lh , dat on whi Ii J wi h im,nigrulion into Palr:s tin 
began . l'rior to J v i h immi • ration , b.11 stin was au 
area of desolate cou11tr)' id, and dilapidat tl towns, nnd 
durrng the "hole 1•t.riod of Arab lilt- in l ' 1 stine thl.'.! 
country how u scarcely a inglc Aral> aclli • ment. In 
the war to lib rat • l)alestin in l U1 7-1 the 1 ·a1 slinian 
Arab did lHtl to O\ 1 throw th ir Turkish rul rs. Th Y 
11e1t1ter till d the soil nor fought for its r demption. 
Arab inter st in Pal slin began , ith, it restoration hy 
the Jews, and. Aral>s ha,e b .ncfiletl greatly by th esta.b ­
li:hment or the J ewh,h national home ... 

Out of th, la"-l w,lr th ' Arnbs gained ir t•tlom uuu 
indcpenu •uc lrom the ·1urk:;. A: a n ·sull of the dfons 
1,f the Allies, thn:e inuepN1Ut'nt Arab stat s were e5tat>­
lish<:!tl- Irn.(1 , Transjonla1da and ' autli-Arabia. Healiz­
ing that tht- Arabs would ha \t! th ir 11ational aspiration: 
·a.ti fled aft r th \\ ar by th establi ·J im ut of a number 
of Arab ·tatt:s and that ll1t'~e st.: tes woulu hay land 
, r a · so large that it woulu ta.kt> then1 centuries t<J 
dP,·elop them, and r alizing also that. th • J ews stood in 
ll ',' t> •ratt• n, •cl ol a place or rcfug for their people, th<.: 
•\.llies r sen ti "th • tiny notch .. of Palestine, as Balfour 
tall d it, for the Jt:!WS. ln the Balfour D claration there 
i: no mention of ~i:;tablishing in l'al stiue an Arab H~-­
tiona l !tom . Onl} a J •wii;h national heme in mention­
ctl in which tit ch il aa I r •ligious rights of existing non­
J wish commuuiu & ar • lully protected. 

ln fact th r are n<.• Arabs on th , face ol Ute cartlt 
more prosperous Lhau lhe Arabs of l)alestin . Th pro:.­
t>erit~ or Pal stinl' will '-Limnlate and, in the cours of 
lilllE-- will Cl)lll to d p nd upon th ' })l'OSLJerity of all the 
:td jacent Arab countri s . 

It is th J w of P~t le::: tine who ar th lru' vro­
A.rab . The J w • ol Pal •::,tim• \\ ish to ,.,,ork in comp! t 
lri ndship and co(p~ration \\ith the Ara.b. --but Hol at 
the acrific of tl ,l·it nalional rigltt8. 

✓.IONl~')J-S(ff~D \~I) Jl"ST. 
ThE:! critics ol' Zionism cannot mak out a Htlid ens('. 

I· ar i b~1ind most of th •ir r a!:' rning. Th J wish 
JI opl ha 11 , . r tak D C!JUII . I ol f >ar. Tit(' Zionh,t 
mo,· ment ha:; no,\ ·nt r cl upon it final phar,, uf t'ul­
!illment. It iJ ihClllllh nt upon all faithlul J •w '<Yb -
com • • quaint d with thl• ract • au<l not to }) rmit tit ' lll­
i In• to b influ n • d hy cat ·h-wnrd:-;, slo~ans. rumot,rs 
and pr ju lie 

Zionh,m ii-. a ... omul anti Ju,, i<klll. .\-. ~ut'I, it j-. 
Int ,·ttahlt> ! 
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At tht· rcc1u • t of th J "u h Ag nc~·, \\1IZO ha undertftken to t U}) day c1· ch s and ki11dc1·gartcns for hundred· of <'hildl' 'n below school a e inside th .. i.lDlnign.mts' cmnJl. Thi is a. lat·ge scale entcr1>ri tJac o,,inment of the in titution and the ma ,ntt nanc of t u d1i11i,•,•11 "ill nmow1t to tbou ·and of pound·. The b ing arried ou within th• fr mcnol'k of tit• bmnig ant \ "dfar Uw· au of the \ 'aad Leumi and tion with th \\"om •n' \ ' 01·J·c1 ' Co mcil. Da,\ ('1• d1t•. ·or hnl,it•s from si. · mont.lb UJl to kindergartt•n o fat· bt• n • t u1> und r th.. ·h me in fow· camps--at liil iat :\ ot.1.:kin, T '1-.\lond, Haanana and Uamat -a· " 11 • a kindergarten at th Rfriat Mot:t.kin Camp. 

TUE CA ECHILDR EN 
Bg M. riurnovskg-Pinner. 

: ·:, cu. tl ,r t llOUl l::, ·1a\ e J)tl::, · u ::, .uc ' \ e .1,/Ulu ..l 
\isit to llt euJLe rnut-calllv at r 1nau -.lutJ:1 lll, u.H.I 
the 1mvr ss10us il lert ar ::.Lill , 1 \ 11.l. 1 ::,u1l cau ::,1.,c 
tHO::,e small o, er-c1owue cone-shapetl t0nL::;; tl os 
worueu aud lulur u-swarru of lult reu, till 1 anu 
neglected: th sic • y .tly-co, ereu baby m tile un-tub ; die 
i-.c rol ulous Uuec-) ear-olcl play mg w 1th a , ater-wp, all 
\\ t aucl dirt.} ; th uew-bo1·n rniam on the b· r' ground 
, hom Ju· mother, crouching by 1uw 1n Lile ::;anti, ii:. wrap-
1uug rn rags; the g1r1 of tw h ', loa1J11!, itll.} alJouL \\il:i 
no other cl ne but children of her o rn, lor cliuu t her 
1uolher lrn, a baby at. thirteen'! \\ e w •nt 1rom tent to 
l nt, and ,,-en wllere we m ·t, ::ill) or trust1ul, tllos 
dark gra, e y s of the children ... 1 he more we saw and 
llearJ, tb; ::,lr.>nger 1:,r \\ our coll\ lclirJn that thing 
couldu't l>e left as tHey were. These ·hilunm, we to d 
ours•I,es, ma) become an asset to our countl'.}--or else a 
drag on it, spr atling di •c,asc ilnd ti •graualwn ; t i1. ­
uate good qua.Hth:s - atie11cc anu intelligE:-
u efully dEn elo1,ecl, or ma) degenerat • int 
uusc1·upulousneti:;; llltir 1undameutall;} coui:, , d~ •• 
t, • w ak n d through negl ct. And th ,·u~ 1 1. 
help no I s than th hildreu. In l ru u they 1ad L. , 
th ir home and their hous >hold- run tor c nturies , 
th sam traditional Hues to till th ir lif,; hue I! 
th t mporary t nt-dw lliogs no orderly hou ·el· piuh 
is pos ibl ; their en r ics which could be used for 
breadwinuing work, are going to wast 0 • ' 1e compl L" 

rehabilitation of the Yemenite iamilic.; requirn;; of t11, 
worn n to h lp earn a lh lihood, and work can be found 
1or th 111. But there is lJO one to look ,iit r the .hilJ­
r n and the mothers ha, to stay at thu camp to lake 
care of the littl ones, which the) do badl) because they 
do not know a~y bett r-doubl.} inellicientl.} under the 
difficult and unfamiliar conditwns of camp lif . 

'om thing had to b done about th childr u. 

4\nd now w lm, e come to the camp once again. As 
last Um ,, it is a w ek-uay morning and the wen arc all 
away to work. It is lat iu summer and still hot. s 
th n, th light-grey t nt. on th, bar sandy plane are 
harply outlin d against th i:.k). Yet th • whol piclu1 ' 

i differ nt-th camp is empty, e. c1cut (or a ( w "om n 
and now and then a child around th l nll:>. Only at 
th hour of th mid-day m al do hildr u com into sight 
-at first a group of 2-6-y ar-olds sh Ph rded to the 
dining-r om, and after a while th older on who by 
th n al' hack from school. Th babies and infant 
crawli th sand, vho la t time w _r uch ·i 
pron, ur of th camp c n , ~ r nowh r lo 
be 8 J ,un hav b n moYin fast ind u ince our 
last vis1t! 

I· or som1.• Lim no • the .iu childr n ot school ag 
11 . , t be 11 attem ing special classes at Yinath-)1ayim, 
" herL' titc a ·u L .. tught H l>rew auu co.1clwd iu thtl school 
:;ubjt:;Cts of th ir age so as to pr par th m for th 
r gular school. Only in e.·ceptional cas s w re childr n 
or school age left at home-t110s with still unheal tl eyes 
or that 12-) ear-old girl, for instance, who declared that 
she va • too old 1or school aud prercrr d to get married. 
..:\11 the otheri:. ha, c tl1eir lcssun::; in th morning and 
come back to camp for their mid-day m al, sent down 
daily for all Lil childr n from the central kitchen of the 
K r n Hasanah in Haifa. The childr u ar seat d at 
long \\ ell-scrnbbed tabl s in the special dining-hall 
r ct d for th immigrants by the Jewi h Ag ncy. E, ry 

chiltl has it own bowl, fork and poon, and it is a 
pleai;ure to not how quickly the littl Ori nlals ha e 
a.clop ed West rn table manner and got used to the 
, est rn 100d, which is giadually putting some fat and 
muscle upon th ir maciated bodi s. In th aft rnoons 
th boys, according to Yemenite tradition, study th 
Tora t ~ nd th Taln..ud with a teachtff ,, ho had taught alre .~· ba k in ana. 

3 l th 2 O chilclr n of pre-school ag , there ar 
•

11ly 1e beginning· of a kind rgarten for them so far. 
}'ur , re, as well as ducation and play equipm nt, are 
•• ill h • ..:kin "· ,, the old camp barracks, a sp cial room J as ' 
Lh . upe1 
m als. 
<l rl~ pr 

.td fc1 llll'lll, ~·her(' th y play under 
a kind rgartn 'I' and r c ive ad quat 

1 r ady a big st p forward towards or­
.!ducation. 

Y<' lll<'nit,• immi t·ant hH<l1 n in th car of a WJZO 
IGncl rgart('n in the cmerute tU ment Kf11r ~Jan.nor ·k 

n ar RehoToth. 

J 
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1 ' JUIN 1945 

en 
On a du mal it le croir •. Et pourtant douleur l't dans l'abimc. Aujourd'bui le 

c'est ..-rai I Au creur de Paris des fas- (c>ns de la trahison, qui ont echappe au 
cistes ont parcouru le-. rues en criant : chat iment bien me rite, chcrchcnt a re­
<l: Les Juifs au four crcmatoire ... > Dix prc>ndre Jes po itions perdues t, commc 
jours apres sa dcfaite totalc, la bcte ii y a douze ans, ils commencent par 
nazie commence A relcvcr Ia tcte. II y de'> manifestations antijuives. Mais en­
:.iura peut-clre de nouveau <lc>s gens qui lrctemps il y a eu Oradour-. ur-Gl:me ct 
diront C Au fo d, ii JH.' 'agit que de Dachau, OU a cote de millions de Juifs, 
.Tu ifs ... >, ou encore « . "c>xagcrons rien, des centaines de millic>r d' Fran~ai -
il ne s'agit que de c~ s holes ... > onl pcri. 

Malheureuscment les choses sont plus ll c t done temps de sonner l'al erte. 
!-( ra,·cs que jamais. Le Gouvernement de la Republiqt c doil 

En 1!133, Hitler commen <':i il p:ir Jes monlrer qu'il est decide a meltrc fin 
persecutions de Juifs. On a dit alors : ·rnx agissements d t nazis fraui-ai.. 
<' C'csl la. unc question qui nc rcgarde Qu:111t a nou , Juifs cl Si ni. le , nous 
quc l'AIJemagn ». En m~mt• t cmn • la ,• vo ns reru unl' l c:>c;on trop cuuleu d e 
Cagoule cl k bandc>s de Bucard, Doriot, la « m rale n. zic >, rl nou ommes 
Oarnand ou de llrinon prepa rni ent la dt:cides a dHcudrc not-re ·ic par ton : 
dcfaitc de la Fr:rnc •. .\uxiliaires de I lcs moycns. . 
IIill er, ils ont plong1: la France clans la LA Vo1. S10H1RT P.. 

E SIONISME 
qu'il est~.. Ce qu'il n'est pas .... 

Pour bien comprcndrc le probleme 
du Sionismc, on devrait se placer au 
poi~t de vuc de l'hi1.toire juive, el 

I 
par le Dr. Abba Hillel SILVER 

pour Ja mcmc rai on on cl vrait con­
. icl ercr haquc quc tion juivc impor-
lnnlc sou · t an...,le. 

L'hisloirc juive -'clcnd sur un t mps 
tell t ment long qu'il est pos ible d'y 
di. ccrn r certain phenomcnes dc­
ler 111 rncs ·t pcriodiquc -. Ceux qui 
i •rnorcnt 1 llisloirc juivc et qui ont 
manque d'ob crvcr cc phenomenc , 
cprou l'Ill de Trandc diffi ultc. 'il 
doivcnl di ulcr des probleme juHs. 
C<•ci est parliculicrcmcnt vrai pour 
des h mmes qui assumcnt des r -
pon:abilitt'.· dans la vie juive. Dans 
c • cas le manquc de larte peut rn­
lraincr des con cqucn cs crieuse. 
pour J pcuplc juif. 

Pour joucr un role preponderant 
dan la vie juive, • n'cst pas suffisant 
de posscder une reputation etablie 
dans le monde non-juif, ni d'avoir 

(suite en 2 page) 

Notre deuxiema 
onseil National 

par SAM SECAL 

Si mois se ont ccoulcs depui no­
tre VJ• Congres ational qui etait n 
mcmc temp le pr mier d pui la Li-
beration. • 

Nous voici au deu. icme 
. ational, le premier pui 
toirc. Nous n'avons pa p 
temps pendant es moi.. 
.;;uivi le ch .min lrac •, pnr 
ct nous avons reali c gr cludlemcnl 
s s decision vi ant la r con. tru • 
ion de la i sioni. le en France. 

ujourd hui, nous ponvons mode.s­
tem nt faire J point. Sur le plan du 
lra ail d'organic;ation nous avons fait 
cle progrcs remarquable . Une poi­
~ncc d'hommc a commence Je tra­
vai1, ans local, san . pres e. Aujour­
l'hui, dan un lo •al splcndide au 
reur de Paris notrc mou emcnt a un 

lpparcil d'organisation qui fonction ­
nc ct as urc la dire lion nationalc. 

Des s clions ont etc reccs dans 
'out s l s vi1lcs de France oi.t existe 

ommunaulc juivc. Depuis qucl­
emaine parait L Voix Sio­
». orttnnl' hi-men..:nel, <'l qui. 

nou l'espfron , d viendra tres pro-
hai ncmen l hcbdomadaire. 

Les memb1·es du Comitc C ntr:il nr 
•i~ilc la p1npart des vi11<'. de Franc . 

'":haquc visitc d no dclegues don­
ic lieu a d c; m1nif talion impo. an­
'"s en favcur du , ionisme et de la r •• 
on tructi n de J'Etat .Tuif en Pale -

'ine. 
D'autre part, nous poursuiTons a•e 

erseverance un travail politioue sen 
elache. I1 est encore troo tl>t pour 

.,arler des resultats obt nu,. mais 
'1OUS esperons pouvoir bientot SOU­

mettre A )'opinion publique juiYe et 
sioniste Jes buts politicrues que uou 

(suite tn 2e paft.) 



Notre deuxieme Conseil National 

nou emmcs ilxes ct dont l'et ndue 
l'ctonnera, ainsi quc les re uH.al ~ que 
nou alteignon graducJlement. 

'ur le plan social nous sommcs ac­
tivcmcnt present partout ou nous 
pouvons contribuer h la rcconslruc­
lion de la vie socialc des Juifo en 
France. 

Quant au traYail cullurel, un centre 
d.'cdition, qui C t a SC debuts, s·oc­
c-upc de la publication d'reuvres sio­
uislcs, de cours d'histoirl' ct de Pa­
lC'o;tinographie. 

Mall1Purcuscmcnl, faute de moyens 
n a{eriels, nous nc pouvon realiser 
nos gr:.md projets dans lcur lotalite. 

Jc dois encore menlionner la pro­
png:mdc. Le Sionistc Gcneraux sont 
-..(•ul: it faire unC' JJropagr.udc sionis­
lc snr grande echellc. Divcrscs maui­

(Suile de la 1 •v page.) Par Sam SEGAL 

trcs grave pour nos delegue de toute doit ceder la place Jc plus rapide­
les villes de France. m •nt po siblc a un organisme coor-

Lcs evenemcnts de S rrie et du Li- dinateur qui groupera autour de Jui 
ban, la recrudescence de Ia terreur loutcs les bonnes volonles pour un 
arabc en Palestine, et le probleme du travail sionistc en commun. 
futur stalut politique de la Palestine, II y a encore le problcme de no 
nous demandent unc prise de position enfont., de nos d{•portcs qui rcvicn­
d une vigueur extreme. nc.•nt, m:llheurcnsemcnt en pl'lit nom-

Il faudra egalemcnt metlre, une brc, du Hchaloutz, de l'Aliyah, etc .•. 
fois pour toules, un termc a la ques- C'c st done en se basant sur la gra­
tion du CODI qui pretend s'appclcr vile de l'heurr, quc nos delegues au 
Organisation Sioniste de France. Le Conseil National doivcnt marqncr 
CODI, dan sa composition actuelle par leurs decision lu ides et f rmes, 

d l . f t· . 11 le debut d'unc nouv elle pcriode dans 
nc onnc sa 1s ac 10n a pcrsonne. . . . F . 

b 1 • 1 t le travail s1omstc en •ranee La pe-
ne repose sur .atucu?e d ase . ega e,t ~ riodc de re~roupemcnl et de· reorga-
nous sommes e onnes e voir ccr m- , . . ,_ . . 

, lAt . . t . I msallon est <.:lo.c; un • pcnodc de l111-
nes pe:sonncs sen e er a mat~ enll' • le ct de realisations commrnce. C'c. t 
son existence contre la volonlc de . d' d · 
masses sionistes. sou ce s1gne que nous 1sons aux -

Jequcs vcnus de lous les coin de 
Fran·c : 

Q: Soy~z ks bienvcnm1 ct hon cou-
f eslalions publiqu s, dont la grandio- L'heure est trop grave poUi· quc 
-,c m e nifeslation du 15 mai avcc la nous nous permeltions des discorde . 
participation de Ben Gourinn, fare Le CODI, elant un sujct de discorde, 

angnier, arius Moulct. failrc de ~·---,.,.__,...,.....,..~~~~~~---------.--~~~~~~...,,._, 
foro-Giafferi, etc ... monlrent qu lcs 

org::mLatcurs sonl sur la bonne oie. LE SIQ ISME 
l..<.', adhesions affluent, nolre Organi-

par le Dr. 

ation s developpe. En un mot, nous 
marchons en avant, ct occupons a 
l"henre actuelle une place import2n­
te dans la vie juive et sioniste en 

C qu'i' es e qu'U 
(Suite de la 1 'e page.) 

bba Hillel SIL VEn 

Fra■ce. rims i dan les affaires ou dan une riodiques. Il • a, par e ·emple, celui 

Hons-nous nous conlcntcr de c profession. Le droit d'occuper une du Juif qui reu sit a occuper une po­

bilau satisfaisant ? Non, sans doute ! place exposec clans la Yic juive doit silion lre el vce dans l'adminislra-

Lc Conseil ational sc trouve de- clre base sur unc profondc compre- 1 lion. [l s'agit, d'ordinaire, d'un gran? 

vant de nouvclles t:iches ct dcvra hcnsion des experiences qnc le pcu- I fin:rncicr qui rend de signale serv1-

prcndre de nouvelles decisions con- . pie juif a failcs a lravers le ages. I ccs a son souvcrain ou a son pay . 

formes a la situation actuc11e. Nou Prestige o~ ri~l~esse nc sont 1~oint a - I C'est 1111 bon Juif _c t_ qui f~it p,r uvc de 

·ommes tcmoins d'une recrudc cencc scz pour JU hf1er une fon ·hon res- beaueoup de ·olhc1tude a 1 cgard du 

ll'antiscmitismc. Nous, Sionistes, nous pon able dan. la ,·ie juivc ; il nc suf- bien-ctrc clc ses coreligionnairc . Le 

n'avons jamais cte grises Jlar la vie- lil pas non plus de er ire son pro- pcuplc juif e t hcurcux el tranquilJc. 

t >ire et nous nvons toujours averli pre jugemcnl infaillilllc ou d'etre tri·s Et puis, l'incvilable sc prodnil. .1.\ 

Jes rn~s ·es juives du danger qui con- .!-.ur de . c opinions, parcc qu'on oc- eaus(' de . a position elcvce el de s s 

linucn a pcser sur nous dans tous cupc unc position elcvee ou parcc qu ucccs, Jc Juif influent evcille l'aigre 

Ies pays mi nous formon-, une mino- l'on c t tre fortune. On '1 ·u de · hnn1- jalousie c1 la h:iinc d'autre: pcrson­

rite, a.u si longtemps quc nous ue 111cs qui ont assume des responsabi- nfditC:•s des milieux g,,uvcrncmcnlau)\.. 

poun·ons nou'> appuver sur un Etal lites clans la vie Jllln' sans avoir lnc conspiration s ourdit contrc Jui; 

natiom,1 it nous en Pal<>~stinc. fais il .•cquis la comprehcn ion de l'hisloirc le fail qn'1l rsl juif s • lran f rme n 

nc s'agit pas culemcnt de dire : us jui c, cl sans clrc capable d'cn ap- nuissante a-me d'attaquc conlre Jui. 

avions raison. Sans doule le Sionisme pliqucr Jes ens ignements a la silua- fl •sl climine ct sa hute allire le 

eut toujours raison, 1 mis rnainlcnanl lion prcscntc. Mais souvenl on a vu mnlhcur sur tout son pcupl(• I Voil:'.1 

ii faut aqir. II faut pcnser a def end re anssi que le cffets de leur action !m phcnomenc caracl 'risr quc el qui 

notre vie. Nou avons appris pendant ntaienl desaslrcux. l\lcmc clre capa- sc reproduil tout. au Jong de l'hi tofrl' 

c . dernibres cinq annees, cc quc si- hlc tl'un raisonncmenl sain et logi- juiYc. 
gnifle : c: se laisscr faire > rt nc pas que, element cvidemmenl indispen­
se defcndre. Nous sommes decides tt :able pour quiconquc pretend con­
rlefendre notre vie par tous I s duire des hommes, ne saurait suffire 

On nc rcncontrc pa· un pbcnomene 

analogue hcz d'autres pc•uplc , a 
moy ns. Le Conseil National devra se car la vie juive suit une logiquc inhc- moins qu'il nc soicnt, cu: au·. i, d • 

penl'her serieusement sur ce probI~- rcnte bien caracterislique a clle. minoriles sans defcns", ct, mcme 

m • "t tacher de lui trouver une so- Phcnomene hisloriques periodiques. a1ors il n'altcint pas la mcmc impor­

Jution. Nous avons dit quc I cou s milJe- j t ' 
• Ll'l situation politique de la J?a1csti- . naire de l'hi toire juivc reccle cer- ance. 

ne ~era sa.ns doute une preoccupation tains phenomenes determines ct pe- , (A 6nivre). 

I 



ZIONISM 

\\ har Ir I ... \\ har lr I or 

DR. ABBA HILLEL IL VER 

Two addre e delivered ar rh Ten1ple. Cleveland. Ohio 





WHAT ZIO IS I 

One should approach the uhject of Zioni m from th p int 
of view of Jewi h hi tor •. For that matt r, n hould appr a h 
every basic Jewi h problem from that am point of vi •. J wi h 
history covers o lar e a can, a lhat on i ahl l di rn in it 
certain definite recurrent pattern . Tho wh l not know J wi h 
history and fail to ob ene th pattern ar gr atl: confu d wh n 
they come to discu s Jewi h pr bl n . I: p iall ,. i thi true f m n 
who assume leadership in J ewi h lif . H r confu ion ma r r ult 
m serious consequences for the J wi h pe >pl . 

Leadership in J ewi h life hould be pr di a ted n t up m a man\ 
acknowledged leader hip in the non-J ewi h , orld or upon hi u t­
standing ucce in bu ine or in a profe ion. L ad r hip in J wi h 
life should be predicated upon a thorou h und r tan din f J ewi h 
experience throughout the age . Pr or wealth ar unfor­
tunately not enough for Jewish I adershi nor prid of >pini n or 
arrogan e of judgment which :sometime , prin" from hi11h po ilion 
or great wealth. Fr,equenUy men who a ume leader hip in Jewi h 
life on a basis other than that of an under landing of hi t ry and a 
skill in u ing it as a guide in pre ent i uation prove to be the mo t 
baffied and disastrous oflead r . Even th apa it r to thiuk lo :ri ally 
and soundly, which is certainly indi p n able equipmer t f r • n 
leadership is not enough. For Jewi h experience pos e 
and peremptory logic aJI of it own. 

THE RECURRE T PATTERN 

On the millennial can a of Jewish hi tor one can di cern cer­
tain definite and recurrent patterns. There i for example the 
recurrent pattern of the Jew who comes to occupy a very high po i­
tion in government. As a rule he i a great financier who renders 
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di ·tingui he<l rrvi et > hi. mon( r l, or hi .~ oun tr~. H • i a good Jew 
and i olicitmL fur thP w 11-lH~in~ of hi . foll •w-Jrw . The JPwi h 
people ha kin the sun hine d hi .·all \d c flir . Thrn the inevitahl~ 
happens. Becau e of hi high p .:iti m and arhi..,., rments he arou "'e 
the sharp jealou y and hatr d ) f oth ' r influential people in ~oYern­

ment circle . They c-01 . pir auain. t him . Tht fa ·t that he i a Jew 
erves a a powerful off --n ·he ;vra1 on in t lwi r hand.=- . HP i ov r­

thrown. And hi fall hrin~ di a ·tn up m hi: c•ntire pcoplP! 

Thi i a pattern. It rcrur oY r and over again in Jewish his­
tory. You don t find the anw p·1 tt rn amon, other peoples, unless 
they, too, ar d ,f n Pl min riti .. . And ev ·n then it. does not bold 
true to the ame xten t. 

Jews ma .. " wi h t o ' that patt ~rn han~r-<L They may hope 
that someda • it \\:ill I. eha n~ J. l •Ul ~ )00 ~·ea r.· .r Je,•d h hi tory 
testif • that it doe not han"e. And :.00 

In 13th c ntur Per ia J urin_, the r i,ru >f Arghun Khan, 
there liYed a court JPw, Saducl Dawla. He wa a v~ry powerful 
mini ter. He practieally controllPd thP financP of the kingdom. 
Because of him the po, ition f the Je\\ f P r. ia improved to such 
a degree that one of the Baghdad poPt of the da)' wrote: 'Turn 
Jews, f r heaven it ·elf hath turned a Jew!' hut adud Dawla 
aroused the enmity of ~lu lim rival and durin 1~ the fateful illnc s 
of Arghun, he wa a as inated. Hi death wa the ignal for a 
general attack upon the Je\'\ in whi h many wer put to death. 

This was in 13th century Per ia. 

In 14th century Castile in pain during the reign of King 
Peter, the noted Jew, amuel b. l\leir Ha-Levi,. was in control of the 
royal exchequer. He was enormou ly influential at court. His posi-
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tion made him the unofficial spoke man and protector of the Jews. 
He built, at hi own co t, th famou ynagogue in Toledo which was 
later converted into a clmr b. But bis en mie at ourt proceeded 
to undermine hi position and h uh equentl .. died upon the rack. 
His va t fortune wa confi cat d. The Jew: of Ca tile were then 
plundered and ma· acr~d. ·amuPl b. J\leir lie -LeYi had committed 
them, by hi a 'O iation with P ler, t one idt• of ad ·nastic quarrel, 
and the opposition unfortunate} won. 

Here is the same pat tern again! -umerou other examples may 
be adduced. One might ar,,u that all thi o ~ urred a lon° time ago 
in the dark :\1idd1 ~<, • Our· i a new day. an a ,e of enlighten­
ment. ·uch thing. do not happen t day. Th pattern does not hold 
good any m re. 

Cnfortunatcly it du 

In the verv liber I ond advan d 19th c ntur , in We tern 
Europet ome J« w ~-r,rc, prominent} • id nJ ifi d with the progr 1ve 

political and economi mo, men ls of du ir da.,r. A f w of them be­
came I ~aders in th c movement . Enlighl n ~d elf-inter t a well 
as the immcm rial pr pheti urg of their ra e proje t d them into 
the very forefront of ou temp r· ry I ror1 re • ·h·e and radical move­
ment. 

\ 'hen 1he rt adi n finall: t in\ it al ~.a.: d it fir t 
victin wP.r the J .. ·~. : ud n >t m n·l: tho · J(•\ , ;\'h w re act·1ally 
i<lPntifie<l, a.-}, ad 'f.' , ·ith tl lib ·ral mon m•·nt.~. tall Jews. Th 
r action in C rmun un I, r l,i marek u. h d in a hilt r anti-
'emiti • ampaiv11 aLf• in ·t Je,, - all J \\ •. ~imilar I olili al and 

economic rractiou in l· ran t k tb form of -iulent anti- emitism 
and culminah:d in th farn JU , Dre ·fu Affair. Th pr min nee of 
som J ws in the Hu .-i n >111mtmi t r oluli n pr i<le<l text or 
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pretext between the first and econd wodd wars for a vicious and 
di astrou world-wide propaganda arrain t the entire Jewi h people. 

Everywhere one may discern the same pattern. Its bloodiest 
outlin one ma· ee today in T azi German)· and in every Fasci t 
state in Europe. 

THE ~ tEA I G OF THE PATTERN 

\\ hat d this pattern point to~-this pattern which recurs 
in the 13th the 14th, the 19th and the 20th centuries, in Persia, 

pain G rman ,. , France and everywhere else in the world? It 
quite I arly and unmi takabl • points to the insecure and precarious 
p ition of a minority group whi h pos esses no national center to 
turn t for h Ip or r fuge or tatu . Thi is an unpleasant fact, but 
Jews mu t face the unplea ant fact of their exi tence. Comfortable 
p pl do not like lo be di °'turbed hv the "arnin of hi tory. They 
re. ent the people who make them a"rare of them. In ome confused 
way the • com to think that it i the p ople who r mind them of the 
fact and not the implacable facts th m elves, whi h are respon-
ibl for their unhappine . \Vhen the omfortable people do be-

com di lurbed the • do not. a a rul make an effort to under tand 
the meaning of uch an age-old diaspora pattern, nor do they inquire 
as to what can be done about it. The do one of two thing . They 
eith r spend th m el e in fi "hting anti- miti m whi h i after all 
only the effect and not the cause of what ails the Jewi h people. 
Or, out off ar or o ial preJudice th y et about fighting Zioni m 
which do att mpt to face the under) ing cau e of the things they 
complain of whi h doe view with open eyes the historic pattern, 
and does apply the l on of J ewi h hi tor to the olution of the 
problem. 
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THE PATTER ~ OF OPPO~ITIO 

Even in the oppo ition of ornc Jew lo Zioni m there i trace­
able, in the la t one hundred year . an iterativ patt rn. In thf' 
biography of Lord Balfour, writt n b • hi ni cc. Blan he E. 
Dugdale, one find this int resting ob erYation: 'The.,· ( the Zi n­
ists, in 1916-1-) fought th ir ca e under h a T .: handicap b • om­
parison with united people uch a the z h who wne al o 
struggling for recognition of their laim durin° the 1reat \V r. 
ln England the mo t formidable fo of Jewi h nati nali m w r , 
themsel es Jews. / n social and political ircle e pe ia ll , lht> indiJTrr­
ence or ho lility of the J u; ish aristocracy of w allh worked aclfr ly 
against the Zioni l .... The abinet nlained th • r • p(l-ar-h d 
of An°lo-Jewi h oppo ition to the Zioni l movement in th p r ·on 
of l\lr. Edwin :\fontagu ecr tar of tale for India. J\Jr. !\Tonla"u 
could not. extend to hi own people the ·mpathy he e, in Nl la IN 

for nationali m in India. Ile aw the sp ctr of anti-.· .miti ·rn in 
every country if its Jew permitted them elvc . lo dn~am of a t rri­
torial centre or a national political exi lence, o ,t ide their pre ·fn t 
citizenships. uch a piration in Engli h J " • he looked upon a • 
traitorous disloyalty to their native land .... Thi wa nol a p )int 
of view which ever appealed with great force t th n n-J "j h 
populations of the Briti h Empire man f whom a , for example, 
the cotch are perfectly accu lomed to ombinin° tr nu eparate 
racial consciousness with a wider loyalty. ' 

Here is the pattern of oppo ition to Zioni mf Thirt r ar ago 
in England, one hundred year ago in German . todaJ in the ni led 
States. The same kind of people. The same motive . The ame argu­
ments. Even the horrible and hattering e:xperi n of the Jews of 
Germany who were so confident that (,crman wa their Father­
land and Berlin their Jeru alem and who e oppo ·ition to Zionism 



wa • 0 th r ,ugh-<roin,r. ha. not aff ect~d _the Zionist opposition m 

llher ouutriP .... ThP p l tPrn n n nin:. 

But Zioni m. too. i. an Iii t 11 1 ic • .J' \\ j h pat t,\rn. tlu~ nuhle t 

c1nd mo~t p<'r.- i:tt•nl ,f, 11. Zio•1i. 1t lid n111 lw..!itJ .~ -.~tP1da .. It did 

no l,<1iriu with th me <l rn Ziun i: t mo\• u 1.t. nnr with th hr, t 

Zionist Cotir'Tt ~. iu rnq~. 111 r \\ ith tl1• fir: t <'uluniP whi h were 

, :-tal li ·h d i11 Pal \ ·tiw• in I a:;~. Zin11i:rn. a ... a 11ati mal idral uf 

r :tore tion. i • l n, th 1111 ·; nd y1·a1 ,,11. Tlir1Juµl1out ltu lori~. w arL· 

Cf'11turi<. thP hoµe of n·lurniuµ· lt1 111 ·ir riali• ual hom~ aud of bein" 

r . lur< d ~ · a fr ( f < ,l • in t h, -ir , n Ian I , a. n . ,·er ah ·ent from 

< n ,,ng, ur 1,P11pl . ft \\a. a ·c, 1:t ·rnt.. bl ~- -.cf .. u, tainin~ pnl:eucc. 

\I 1dt'rn Z iu11 ·: u i: t lw 1~ t• •: t 1,nwt iC"a I ,. • pn· . ion of that un Lrokcn 

·mi u11d i:tlin~ , ill I, 11atio11. I rP lt,ralion which ha· pPr-isl d 

th <>HJ!h th · HrT :. It i. 1withn n 1 c>.iuf ttnr rn \\. "fh ~·e who oppu e it 

ar r. · n ·c ~nt in,t d and an find n I aulhority for their position 

either in Jcwi h hi tur • ,r in Jewi ·h religious tradition. 

f 1r lift ·Pn lenturie.· and mor the J wi "'h people lived in Pales-

tinr a · a nation. un Ina in 1, all th hanging political vicissitude 

hi h all n ti n , larµ or . mall. ar bound lo experience over a 

long p riod of timP. alt rnating perio ls of consolidation and di • 

unit:. xpan ·ion and ntra ti n, ind p ndence and subjugation, 

cultural produ ti ·it and ta{l'nation. But never was the strong 

n of lif' nd th rm l ) ui ·i • w nting among our ancestor . 

Th tuLh( rnl r i ·t >d ull att mpl to ubmerge, assimilate or 

anuihiJ· te th m. 

Ourin " , om . of th se enturi(l • the) made their greatest con-

1 riLuli m 1o ·i ·ilization in llu~ r Ji ,iou field. Israel's unique geniu 
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found its highest expre ion in th fi ]d of reli 0fou and moral 
idealism; ju t as the unique aeniu of th Gr el found xpre ion 
in art and philo ophy. But the fact that th gr at t c ntribution 
of the Jews wa to reliuion did not mak f the Jewi h p pl a 
religious sect any mor than the contribution of the Gr \k to art 
and philosophy made of th m an arti t c I n L· r a cho I of 
philosoph . Th Jew , like the Gr ek . w r a nati m. 

Whenever di a ter thr atened th ir nati naJ cxi ten e. th ,y 
found inner trength to surmount it. The de tru ti n of T ,mpl 
and countr in the 6th century B. C .. and th xiJe f th be t part 
of Israel to Babylonia did not re ult in th d ath of th nation. By 
the rivers of Babyl n they at down and w pt a th • r m n b red 
Zi n and in th ir e.·ile the · vow d: '•If I for 11 t th OJ ru al m 
may m right hand forget h r cunnin . ' 

In the second pre- hri tian centur • t J w r , olt d again t 
their yrian overlord ~ ho att mpted to ~e th p pl of I rae) 
and it r li"'ion iuto an am ·rphou L 1 nntine amal am. Th y 
bitterly fought for and r rained their political indep nd n . A n­
tury later th y lost it again to the Roman . \\ hen the ppr 10n 

of the Roman b cam too reat. th • r volted a ain. 1 hi reat 
revolt la ted for ix year . until -o A.D. when J ru alem and The 
Temple were de troyecl. Ilut th Jewi h nation did not peri h then. 
In 115 they revolted a 0 ain. nd in 135 they revolted & third time. 
Desperately, determinatel th y attack d the rrreate t mpir of 
the earth in defense of their national lit and liberti . 

The population of Pale tine was d cimated. A a re ult of 
persecution, Jewish lit harpl • d dined from it hi"'h I vel but 
it continued in Pale tine on a relatively large scale up to tb 7th 
century when we again hear of Jew fighting in Pale tine for their 
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freedom. Jews clung to Palestine all through Roman, Byzantine. 

Arab, Christian and Turki h domination, to this very day. The .. 

never cea ed to think of it as their national home or to regard 

themsel es as an thing but a nation in exile. The Jewi h people 

lost it land. But it never surrendered the hope that some da it 

would return to its land. The bitter experiences of two thou and 

rears of exile outlawr , ghettos and massacres only sen ed to 

re-enforce that hope. 

The notion that with the Disper ion the Jewish people forth­

with became a r ligiou ect or a denomination like the Catholic 

or the Bapti t or like the Buddhists or ~ lohammedans is utterl 

fanta tic. ither Jew nor non-Jews have ever seriously enter-

tained such a notion. 

THE HOPE OF RETURN 

The will and effort to return to Palestine were unremitting 

through th a ! although of nece ity, sharply re tricted and 

inhibited. Th living bond with Palestine was never broken. The 

hope of return became part of the Jews' creed. It echoed through 

the pages of hi Prayer Book. Hi festivals were redolent of memories 

and hope of Pal tine. On the eve of the great Fe tiYal of Libera­

tion Pa o r our f ath r would off er the fervent prayer: ' ext 

year in Jeru aleml" It wa the theme of our greatest literary pro­

duction from the gloriou poetry of Tbn Gahirol and Jehnda 

Hale ri to Bialik and the remarkable galax .. of Hebrew writer f 

the la t generation. The mes ianic hope which sustained the spirits 

of our people in the bleak and dolorous centuries was essentially the 

hope of I rael return to Palestine. A vidl our people speculated 

a to the exact hour of the redemption and return. Every world 

cri i fanned the great expectations to fever heat. All through the 
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Middle Age , when traveling wa mo t difficult and dangerou , 
Jews found ways, singly or in groups, to return to Palestine. 

THE LAST PHASE 

In the 19th century, this age-old national aspiration finally 
entered the phase of political organization and practical action. 

Orthodox Rabbis and lay leader , moved by convictions both 
religious and national, were amo.ng the first to advocate planned 
and concerted colonization projects in Pale tine. They were moved 
too, by the need, universally felt to normalize the economic life of 
the Jews. They hoped to shift them from the in ecure, and in many 
instances, rather shabby occupations of petty trade men and shop­
keepers in which they were engaged in the crowded ghettos of 
Central and Eastern Europe, and to re ore them to a more whole­
some life on the land. 

A strong urge towards pol"tical action for national emancipa­
tion emanated also from the circles of the so-called as imilated Jews 
of Western Europe who had become disillusioned with the results 
of 19th century enlightenment and emancipation. The beautiful 
dream of liberty. equality and fraternity had not come true after 
all. The persistent pattern of Jewish experience in the diaspora was 
reasserting itself again. Sudden and violent outbursts of anti­
Semitism in unexpected places forced upon these Jews ~l).o had so 
sanguinely awaited the early liquidation of the Jewish problem, the 
necessity of taking stock of their position anew. They soon dis­
covered, what they never should ha e forgotten, that the story of 
Jewish emancipation in Europe from the French Revolution onward 
was but a record of political positions captured in the face of stub­
born and sullen opposition which left the Jews an emancipated 



minority en amped within an unbeaten and unreconciled oppo i­

tion. At th li 0 ht . t pr V(1C ti n. and a oon a things got out of 

ord r, the opp ition r turned to the attack and inflicted gri Yous 

wound . 

The Dama cu Affair of 1840 linked up with the wide-spread 

reaction aft r th R v luti< n of 18-18. the ,1ortara Affair in Italy, 

the hri tian-. iali . t m ,·em nt in the era of Bi marck. th 

Ti za-Ezlar Affair in Huncrary th~ reYival of the blood accu ation 

in B bflmi . thP p 0 r m in th eightie in Russia '"La Franc 

Juiv 'and th Dreyfu . fTair in France. They realized that th im­

memorial pr 11 m >f the nati mal homele ne of the J~wish peopl 

w th prin ipal ur nf the .J ~-i h millennial tragedy and that it 

remain d a t rk and a DH. nacincr a ever. It impl T could not be 

cir um T nt d h: "i bful thinkin,:r or plea ant day-dreaming nor by 

any fervid pl d b - Je·w of their patriotic devotion to the land 

of their birth or adoption. nor even b c mplete self-effacement. 

The di illu i n d J LeO'an to look for the basic solution 

n redi c vered it. Fundamentally the 

r t of all th troubl wa that the Jewi h people was a nationally 

h m l p opl in th ~- rid and the only olution for national 

h m 1 n i a national home. 

Thre gr at thinkn from amon" the intellectual circle of 

\\ e t rniz d Eur p an J wr .: formulated this new in ight and on-

iction. Th ir b ok hav be ome the cla sic texts of modern Zion­

ism. :\Io H • . in Germanv wrote uRome and Jerusalem." 

Le n Pin ker, following the pogroms in Russia wrote 'Auto­

Emancipation. ' Th o<l >r Herzl following the Dreyfus Affair. 

wrote "The Jewi h tat .' The theme common to all three is eman­

cipation throu h natior.al r toration. ot that all Jews should 
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return to Palestine an .. more than that all l:..nrrli hmfln living in all 
part of the world hould r turn to En"land. or aJI Fren ·hm n t• 
France. or all German" lo German •. But th r , i an l~ngfan l. a 
f rauc and a Germany. S mu l thne Le a Land of Lrael in ordn 
that the tatu of the Jewi ·h peoplE' mi (rht b(\ n rmalized throu 0 hout 
the world. Politically the Jewi h pPopl mu ·t be omC', lik . ~vClrv 

oth r people po ses ed of an independent life in a national h me. 

ZIONISM 

In 189-, Theodore Herzl convoked the fir t Zioni t Congre . 
It was to have been held in ~1unich. But the Jew of :Munich did 
not want the Congress held in their midst for fear that it would 
reflect unfavorably upon th ir German. patriotism ... So the Con­
gress was held in Basie, witzerland. 

At Basie the official Zionist platform s adopted: "The aim 
of Zionism is to create for the Jewish people a Home in Pale tin 
secured by public law."' 

\Vithin twenty year of the organization of modern politi al 
Zionism the movement received formal approval at the hand of 
the greatest empire on earth- Great Britain. 

On . ovember 2. 1917, Arthur Jame Balf ur, then er tary 
of tate for Foreign Affair , i ued the following declarati n in th 
name of the British Go" ernment: 

.. His ).lajesty's Go,ernment view with favour the e tabJish­
ment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will 
use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of thi object 
it being clearly understood that nothing hall he done which may 
prejudice the civil and reli ious rights of existing non-Jewi h com-
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muniti in Pal tine, c r th right and political status enjoyed by 

Jew in an r oth~r countr •. ' 

PrP ident "ii on aw the draft of this declaration before it was 

ued and approv d it. In ~tar h 1919, at the clo e of the war, h 

wrot 'that the Bierl nati n with fullest concurrence of our 

10 • rnment and peopl ar agreed that in Palestine hall be laid 

the foundation of a J ·i h C mmonwealth." In 1920, the upreme 

ouncil of the Allied Power me tina at an Remo unanimou ly 

a ppr°' ed of the Balfour Declaration and in July, 1922, the Council 

of th L a u of . ration unanimou I) ratified the 'landate for 

Pal tin which wa iven to r at Britain. This _ Iandate incor­

porat d the Balfour De larati n and charged the ... 1andatory 

liov rnment with th bligation to facilitate Jewish immigration 

int Pal tine and th ·lo e eUlement of Jews upon the 1an l to 

in ure the tabli hm nL of the Jewish _ ational Home. That ame 

y ar, the on re · f' th nited S at s, by unanimou action. 

pa ed a r elution which declared that The l nited tale favor 

the tabr hment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewi h 

people .• , 

THE " ; ERA - BUILDI 1 G 

Thu a new era in Jewi h hi tory was ushered in. The long­

d ferr d hope of national r toration wa set on its way to full 

r alization. Th r at da had finally dawned. The unheeding world 

had at la t h eded the er • of the homele , people. The Jewish people 

thr ._T it ·elf into the work of upbuilding it national home with 

in omparabl zeal and enthu ia m. Th task was enormous-un• 

trained hand , inad quate mean o erwhelming difficulties. The 

land a tripp d and poor. Europ an Jewry was shattered and 

impov ri hed by the 1 ar and could not be quickly rallied to the 

work of recon truction. Plan had to he improvised Qnd carried 
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through piece-meal. The anticipat~d co peration of the Mandatory 
riov rnmen t wa not forthcoming. verthele the r ord f 
pione rin a hiev ment of th J wi h p opl in Pale tin in the 
twent ~ ·ear betwe ,n two world war th tor of th ir her ic 
labor and acrifi e and their coura ou p rim ntati n have 
re iv d th a I im of th ntir world. v ritabl mir· I of 
olonization wa perform d. The J wi hp pulation in r a d from 

55 000 to 6 0 000. lo t 300 c I ni w re tabli h d. " ial 
vi ion and hi 11h human id Ii m went into th planning and truc­
tur of man - f th m. ' me 2,000 factorie and 000 mall w rk-
hop wcr . p n d. Th water of the Jorc!an w re barn ed for 
l tri power. Th Dead ea wa made to yi Id up it va t chemical 

r ur . Barr n hill and vall y were r aff or ted. far h " r 
dr ined. A ·pl ndid edu ational • tern wa d eloped crown d b 
th II br w { nh er it on _ ft. opu . modern health er ic 
wa e tabli h d throughout the ountr . 

It ~ a fortunate indeed for the Je i h people that a J wi h 
Pal tin was available, r adied and prepared by the labor of the e 
Jewi h pione r , when th horribl Hitler p r ecutions wept o er 
European Jewry. For that little country was able to absorb mvre 
than 300,000 refugee from Germany and Central Europe. Today 
Jewi h Pale tine ha again vindicated it claim to full life and national 
freed om by the extraordinary contribution which it ha mad to the 
war effort of the United ation . ome 23 000 young Pale tinian 
Jew volunteered for ervice in the armie 0£, th nited ation and 
the civilian population wa engaged in an all-out effort to back up 
the fighting armies in the ear Ea t by providing them with many 
vital upplie and service . 
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THE E\V ERA - STRUGGLE 

These remarkable achievements did not come about easily. 

Resi tance was encountered almost from the very start and it has 

increased in inten it with the years-Arab resistance, British 

re i tance. The Pale tine Administration has been less than friendly. 

It ha lag d far b hind the expre ed desire of the people of Great 

Britain to be helpful and cooperative. Those British politicians who 

have a det rmined Arab ori ntation as regards the British Empire, 

and tho e colonial admini trator who resent and fear Jewish initia­

tiYe. enterpri e and social progressivism in a part of the world which 

they had taked out for their own national interests have, time and 

a o-ain , attempted t thwart the progress of the Jewish homeland. 

The .. have ucceeded in their periodic attempts to whittle down the 

cl ar m aning and intent of the l\landate. In the disastrous appea e­

m nt era which immediatel.y preceded the second world war, their 

effort were crowned Nith almost complete success. In 1939, the 

Briti h Government announced a new policy with reference t~ 

Pale tine. It prohibits Jewish immigration into Palestine after 

~larch, 1944 and everely re tricts the rights of Jews to bu T land 

in th ir own national horn land. This policy has been condemned 

by ome of the for mo t tatesmen of Great Britain including the 

former Prime :\1ini ter, \Yinston Churchill. It has been sharply 

criticized by the ·Mandatory Comrni sion of the League of I\'ation . 

It re ·ocation i beina demanded almost everywhere. It is not likely 

to tand. The moral ense of England and of the world will not 

anction u h a cruel betrayal of a people which has been fighting 

so ·aliantl~· for it life and it freedom. The Jewish people must not 

he halt d midwa on its road to national salvation. 

The J e ;\· i h people is no le deserving than other peoples whose 

national indepcnd nee and freedom have been guaranteed by the 
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United _ ations. It has conlribut~d t the war effort in no le a 
degree than any other peopl and it ca ualtie , e p ial1y th num­
ber of its slaughtered civilian ha been far , far great r. Th Jewish 
people desperately needs Palestine for its homele million nuw and 
after the war, and for its national sccurit , dignity and normality. 
Jews have shown a remarkaLle capacity for pioneedng for labor and 
sacrifice. They have built worthily and well in Pale tine. Th y have 
made Palestine their own again by their heroic labor, by their blood 
and sweat. ,vhatever is hopeful, promising and progressive in tha l 
country today, the Jews have created. 

What has been called the noble t ent rpri e of our time must 
not now be cruelly sapped and undermined. 



HAT ZIO ISM IS OT 

Every great idea will encounter re i tance. However, if it is 
inherent) ~ ound and ju t it \Vill win through ultimately. 

There ha ·e alwa • b en J w who resisted both national 
liberation and national urvival. Even in the days of Egypt, there 
" re Jew wh di<l not want to be t free. The Rabbis who under­
'l od the p 'Ch lo .: f our people so well declared: "There were 
rebel and tran r r am ng the Jew who enjoyed Egyptian 
patronage and who had a quir d wealth and pre tige and did not 
want t l aY E ypt. ., I uppo that the e people develop d a 
platf rm mu h like that f the American Council for J u<lai m .... 
The - ~-er one hundr d p r cent Eg.:ptian patriot . The ~ wer 
01 po ed lo politi al nationali m I They did not want a J ewi h late 
in Pal tine! Fortunately for I ra I and humanity those ··reb I and 
tian crrc w re fi w in number. The majority of the Jewish 
pe pl want d t l a • th la ·ery of ◄ ·pt and to set up a free 
na tioual life in their own land . 

.. l o th re were Jew amon., tho e who had left J~gypt who 
ould not ndure forty years of wandering in the wildernes and who 

tired of the long hard road to the Promised Land. They insi ted on 
r turning to the fl shpot of Egypt. But the people as a whole re­
fu ed to turn back, e peciall the young people whose spirit had 
not ru ted in the bondage of Eg rp t. 

1 h r • r man Jew who remained in Bab Ion after per­
mi ion had been granted the Jew by Cyrus to return to Judea. But 
man • did r turn. Had these failed to return the whol hi tory of the 
world would haYe been different. The Jewish people would have 
disappeared as had the ten tribes of Israel two centuries before. 
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Judaism would not have survived. Chri tiani t would n • r t a'"~ 
been horn. 

The ame re istance appeared in the 19th ceutur • ,·Jwn th~ 
movement toward national re toration a um d ·ital l oli i t 1 
form among our people e pecially aft r th or anization f th~ 
Zioni t :\lov ment at the close of the la t nhu ' . ln 1w Pl .. iti(•n 
made it elf manife t especially amon r th w II-to- ( • t­

ern Europe-those who had acquir d w allh n I p , ·iti 1 and f 1t 
themselve completely at home in th~ cou n trie in r\·h • h t 1 . • • • <l. 

OPPOSITION TO ZI0='-1 M AI\10. G JE~' 

They opposed Zioni m .. omr. of th n coff d at th ••in pra -
tical and • fan ta tic ' idea of trying to otUe J "°' ·s in a barr I ml 
fore aken country like Pa!estine. I ome lau~hed at th 
that Jew "ould ever care to lea Ye th ~ir coml'ortabl ht m iu 
Yi~nna Berlin, Budapest, or Par.is and migrate Lo an ori n h I 
hinterland of sand, wastes and ruins. And the thought that. J , v 

would or could become pioneers and coloni ts and actuall with 
pick and spade and hammer build with their o n hand a oun tr .. 

of their own incited these worldly-wi e banker mPrchant I • • r. 
and journalists to veritable outbursts of hilaritJ ! 

Yes, fifty years ago Jews began i uing manife ·to " aaain l 

Zionism. ome Reform Rabbis fulminated then in th ir b t r­
monic style against it. Some laymen gave mone r t en to fi hl 

Zionismjustas some of them are doin toda . Thi wa pe iall tru 
in Germany where the emancipated Jew were riding the high tid 
of 19th century liberalism hut failed to note th dang rou hoal 
of 19th century nationalism and anti- emitism which were d tin d 
before long to destroy them completely, along with the Jew of th 
r t of Western and most of Eastern Europe. 
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In (1crmany, a far bark a. the f ,rtie of th la t ·entury. cer­
tain R<'fc rm Habhi • decid<'d that the JPw.· w• re no l n" r a nation 
and that the .Jrwi ·h pt~ople <lid nol rwt:d a national horn.-. As me 
loPk Laek o, er th~ per islent aud virul •nt anti-. cmiti "ill whi h 
pPn adP(l (.erman ciet~, al mo:t ev l') ·N·lion of it during the 
la l century, one j amazed al the appa1lin~ day-dreaming and 
p ,liti al naivet~ of the ultur 'd and intt'lliµ ·nt Jew of Germany. 
\\"hat a fatal I )ind- pot wa • their ·! An<l it was not re tricted to 
< ,nrnan Jew only. Olh~r Jews el where were al o day-dreaming. 

THE REASONS BEill~D THE OPPOSITIO~ 

\Ylwt are ome f the rea on hrhin J this pPr ·i le 1 t oppc :i­
ti<,n to Zi ni ·m~ 

There ar rea ons and there ore rationatizatio1i . Rationaliza­
tion are intell ctual camouflages for real rca ons whi h are not 
rca<lil v a ·knowledged and which om~timcs are not eYen readily 
rn d. Thu ~. f r example. the ar,bument :\,bkh is oftN1 made that 

Jew are a re}ic,iou s t and not a p1"\uple, and th refore should not 
aspire to a national center, i pure rationalization. The real state­
ment - the forthri ht ·tat ment,- of u h a belief would read 
som thing like thi : ' J do not want the Jew to be regarded as a 
nation or a p ople. It might ug•'e~-t that I am an alien among the 
people in wh e mid l I li ·e. It i - L ll r l ) tPll them that I am like 
th m in e, cry way cxc pt religion. Ina much a~ peo1Jle today are 
quit, ar u tomed to a variety of religiou$ grouping· among them, 
my own po ition will be no cliff rent from that of Catholics or 
t,apti ·t or '.\Ietho<li ·ts. Thi · will make it ea ·y and plea ·ant for me." 

'IHE RELIGIOUS ARGt;~IENT 

All the ideological oppo ition to J wi ·h nationalism is pure 
rationalization. There i no warrant for it cilher in fact or in history. 



The Je";"h religion is steeped in nalionali ti<' entimPnt and 

lo~Taltie although it i univer. al in it ell i al ·on Ppt and ideal . 

The ancient prophet... of I rae) were champion of J wi h national 

urvival, and after th~ first exile of the idea of national re tor tion 

to Pale tine. The mis ion of f srae) to proclaim the idea of 1h . on 

God and Hi. moral law in the wor1d ha nothini- what~Yn to d 

with anti-nati nali m, and wa . in fact. gh· n it m t rl1 quent 

expre ion at the ·hand of DPutero-1 aiah th mo. t natiunali:tic of 

all the prophet . All the artifical di tinction whirh ar , )ft n dra Hl 

b tween uni ver. ali m and particu)ari ·m in J t 1 i -- m 

Judai m a a r ligi n and nationali m a rrulari m - and a · ,om -

thing- alien to Judai m-i pun~ Yaporing- and nu n hinf\. 

All of it ha been eY lvf' I a a p llitical dr ·i " to j11:tif~ tht­

Jew 'claim lo equalit~· of ciLizen~hip in tbe modrrn tutr. I ut th' 

J w , c aim to equality uf ciLizen hip in the mo lrm . t· t I! d .~ no 

uch ju tifkation. The Je,Y, and any , )lhcr man n :-,ardlr ~.- of ra ., 

r nl, color, is entiOrd to ertuality nf ciliz, n hip in th land o • hi 

Lirth or his adoption- if that laud i Lrul .. T a frr larni. - •• ncl : : 

l ng a he obey the laws of his counlr"~ and gin~, i hi · undi, id,~d 

lo -alty. And if that land i not free. if it la, d di. · rimiw t 
l tw en men, between cla es races or recd . th n nu am mn t ) f 

If-effacement on the part of the Jew and n cunniuv d finiti n 

of him elf will protect him again t di criminatim and I rr~r uti n. 

The anti-. crnite i nc, er rrcouciled or appea d hv any pl a , nt 

f rmula aLout Jewi 11 life" hi h \\ ~ inYcnt. Our en mies an r· I i,m­
aUze tht it hate quite a r adih· a we can rationaliz ur b >J>P; 

and the/ have never b~en know1 to rr\lrnt be ·au. f any ,W~C't • n<l 

appetizing d finiti n of Jewi h life whi h we offer d them. 

\\ 'HA1 .\HE ~, E? 

Ther rcall.: i no --ingl<' ad 1ual~ clflfinitiu1 f thf" J<'w a, ail­

able toda unle s it b that of an hi Lori peopl r rognized a uch 



b the world and by ourselves. What elements went into the fash­
ioning of thi historic people is really an academic question. Many 
factor undoubtedly contributed-race, religion

1 
common historical 

experience . But there was and is a Jewish people! 

In Ea tern Europe where millions of Jews lived before the war, 
they were recognized b the law of the land as a nationality among 
other nationalities and they were granted aJong with the other 
nationalities not only common rights of citizenship but certain 
minority right as well. In the Soviet nion, where some three 
million Jews li,,e, and where the principle of nationality is accepted 
and nationality culture are encouraged by the Government, the 
Jews, too are gi en fuli nationality status in those localities where 
they constitute a majority of the population. They are encouraged 
to ha e their own communal institutions, their own school system, 
to employ their own Yiddish language and their own press and they 
are creating their own literature. Some ten years ago, the Soviet 
Union made an attempt to establish an a tonomous Jewish Republic 
in Biro Bidjan. To speak of the Jews of Russia today as Jews by 
religion only is simply ridiculous. 

In England in the nited States, and in other countries where 
nationality rights and differentiations are not and need not be 
emphasized although they do exist, Jews naturalJy do not press 
for nationality status. They carry on as an historic community 
whose chief attribute is its distinctive religious culture. In Palestine, 
on the other hand, and in Palestine alone, the Jewish people have 
sought and do seek today a complete national life of their own 
with its full political complements. They wish to make of that 
ancient Land of Israel not a racial state, as some malicious opponents 
have averred, but a state which will be as Jewish as England is 
English or as France is French. In Palestine the Jews mean to be a 
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nation in their national home. That i th m anm of the Balfi ur 

D claration and of the :Mandate if the have an m anin t 11. 

Th nationhood of the Jewi h people in Pale tin ha b n a knowl-

d din international law. I is not ret ov r ian or ant n mou . l ut 

th i tence of the Je-wish nation and it riaht to r - tabli h it 

nati n 1 home in Palestine has been approved b fift -t n n t • on . 

It n v ·r was and is not now a ubject for pe ulati n. e • r.p h. 

uch a choo e to spin cobwebs in the ~oid. 

Those who proclaim that the Jew are on) r a r 1igiou com­

munion or a denomination are di torting hi t ry i no in realil: 

and are ilfull T hutting their eye to Y r Tda.T p ri nc . \\ ar 

a p opl Ii ing under different political conditi n in 1 an.· part 

of th w rld. \Ve are like ever other people in on r , d. 

II other people have their national home . " Jo t our ! \nd th 

• lo of it has been the source of nearly all h tra di and 

of our people these two thou and year . I i h l k of a na ti nal 

c nt r which makes us o anomalou an o ditr r nt from th 

p ople. and which mak,es our po ition o in ure in th w01 ld. 

In the long run thi national home1es ne ,ndangn. tl e 
urit T and equality even of tho e Jew who do njo T full ri,,J L 

f itizen hip in their re p cti e countrie . national nt r ~< nld 

under ird the position of Jew as citizens wherev r th y Ii • ,. 

It i neces ary to point out the imp le fa t th t ·hil J • 

ha • been stigmatized a international- th Jnt rnati nal J ~-­

th r are peoples today who are far more int rnational than th 

J w . There i not a corner of the ~ orld ~ her rou will not find 

En li hmen ermans Frenchmen Italian and oth r . In man ,. 

plare they retain strong group identitie , inter st and mod of 
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life and communal organization. Yet no one speaks of them as the 
internati, nal Engli hmen. Frenchmen Italians or Germans. Only 
the Jew i called international. \\.hj? Because somewhere on the 
face of the earth there is an England, a Germany, a France, an 
ltaly.- th<' national centns of these widely scattered peoples. They 
all have a national homeland from which they emigrate, if they wish 
and to whi h they may r turn if they choo e. The Jew alone ha~ 
no urh national homeland, and thu , in a real and frightening sense, 
he i rf\garded a proceeding from one homelessness to another. 

A PEOPLE ".ITHOUT STATUS 

\\r have no national . tatu a" a people. As a people we have no 
voice in any intPrnalional conference. not even the voice of a 
~O\ernm nl i11 exile ! . . . Wh n the United \ati n.: is firmly 
e~talili~h l. \ery peop]e. e • n the ... malle t- Lux mhourg. Iraq or 
Ecuador- \, i 11 haw a , ,•oi ·r in- that int, rnational l ody. But th , 
mi II ion:-- of J e\, ~. \\ ill hax no ,·mce. Th wi 11 remain ex I ud<"d 
t111<l anonymou, a~ heretofore~ and when Jew · are again per. ecutPo 
in thi~ or that ountr: : a ~ they have been o often in the pa:t. 
th y . hall again have to intercede with ome government lo 

intercede f r thrm. The grim irony of our position was illustrated 
recently when intergovernmf\ntal conferences were convoked and 
agen ies established to look after the refugee problem created by 
Hitleri m- -a problem which o largely and o vitally involved the 
Jew , - but ther .. wa no room found at the e conference or on the 
boards of these agen ies for the official repre entatives of the Jewish 
pPople .... 

Zioni m aims lo nonnaliz~ the tatus of the Jewish people, to 
gh e to it what all othn peopl • po ess- an mternationally recog­
ni'l.ed talus in the Family •f :\" ations. 
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Att()mpts have been made to mak Zi m:m reptwnant l • 

Lrandin it political and na tionali .· tic. T > l) ure. Zi mi,· m i. both 

p litiral and nalionali tic. and there i • n ,thin , -rong with jtlwr 

,·lepta politic turn intol>adpolitir andnati maJi ·md !!t\rnrn t : 

into d1ain ini n and ng{!re:. ion. Th<' prin iplP of n-ll ionali. rn ha 

not bt't n di - n•dited in th() moclern world. \ a tion. ar lwr In : l u 

arid f ,r a ( r. lung tinw lo •4 mH•. ,owhPn i • thPrP I re ·pl iblf• \ n , 

( '-jr on thP part of nation . . largP or small. to ( m <'f and >lili t ra tt• 

hrm. 1·h ~:. The re, nse i • quitP lh~ ca ·(l. \\ itnrs: th .. r C'('nt tr ri d 

tu ·~mt nationali:m in tfn l rn , :f ••intnna ti :mar· ,f ountrir .· 

I 11.:. ia. ~omNla) th ! nat iun. or t ht world \\ ill IPi. I'll l > )It} (rat• 

and ll Jin" t )gPtlaer in pc-a f'. lPa '' lH d tc wPth •r in n int rnati HH 1 

union uf fr(l~ nation . That day will hr h· t n cl lhrough th li b ra­

ti• 1 of all tho e pe ples who are today d('ui ~d tlwir fu ll na ti 11li,l 

fr•-edom and independence. Jn thi Sf'Jl C' . nationa li ·m and in t r-

11a tionali m logically supplement and r -rnfurcP f'U h othn. Tlu 

J wi ·h people <'Pks such a natiunal restor lion, fre d m ai cl ind -

pendence within such an international 1 orld m d r. 

THE ARGU~IENT FROl\l FEAR 

There are Jews who fear-and fear i the r al rea on b hind 

mo t of the opposition to Zionism-that if a J ewi h national hom 

i on e established anti-Semites will say to the J w. : .. G ha k to 

Pale ·tine! ' '·Go back to your own country!" They will hav a good 

e u ·c for expelling the Jews. But anti- emilic gov rnment ., ha~ . 

u ·er waited for uch an excu e to e~ ·pel the Jew . Thr u h all th , 

lon and dreadful centuries up to the e day of Adolf Hitler, J w 

ha ·e been driven from one country to another in spite of the fact 

that they had no national home to which to go. Our enemie n r 

waited for the establishment of a Jewish national home b fore the 

began their agitation to drive out the Jews. 'I he contrary i prob-
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ably truP. Had th~re b~en a Jewi h national home, many of these 
~xpulsion wou]d never have taken place. Had there been in ~xi t­
ence a Jewish state wherein the national of other states lived and 
with which other states carried on commer and trade. the atti­
tude of those other states to th Jews living in their midst would 
probably haYe been dictated by con ideration of national policy, 
trade interests and reciprocity. The United States has just been at 
war with Germany and with Italy; yet one never heard the cry: "You 
Germans go hack to Germany! You Italians go hack to Italy!'' And 
precisely becau e there i a Germany and there is an Italy! 

At all event . if incident of per eculion are lo o ur in th 
futur~.- and no practical tale man can hut his ) e to uch a 
p ·ibilit • in Yiew of all that ha happened in our o,-vn life timc­
th~n urel • the tabH hment of a Jewi h national home to which 
< ur p r P u LPd brethPrn might go a: to a p]a 'e of welcon1c ff)f uge, 
,,ilhout ha, ing to uffer the horror which our r fuger underwent 
in th la t d ad , when they knocked on a hundred do r but were 
n t admitted, i an act lo ay th la t of" i e national in urancc. 
. . . The partially establi bed Jewi h national home in Pale tine~ 
" ri"in°· a it did und r er r ·tri tion , wa neverth le s able 
to i, e r fuge lo more than one half of lhe total number of J ewi h 
r f ugee of Europe prior to the world war. 

THE ARGU1\1E T OF DUAL ALLEGIANCE 

omeJewsfeel that with thee tabli hmentofaJewi h Common­
wealth in Pale tine the in the .. nited tale r th J w of Eng­
land or of other countries will be charged with dual allegiance. Here 
again it hould be pointed out that the enemies of our people have 
not waited for the establi hment of a Jewish state before they began 
to charge the Jew with disloyalty and lack of patriotism. In fact 
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they sefaed on the fact of the absence of a JP.wi h nati nal c nt~r -
m the fact of Jewish national homPl{'- ness- a a mo t p , , .,rful 
ar ument in their anti- emitic campaign . The JeN th •lamored 
ha no roots anywhere. He is an internation IL l. IT ha[ •p r t 

international organization- The Eld r of ZionH- 1< whicl he 
o es allegiance. He, the mysteriou . th , ·n· ler J • without 'l 

country of his own is conspiring to oYerlhrow all nr rnn en t in 
order to put himself in power and rule the world. 

. rm 1n all the anti- emitic literature both here and abroad 
J ws are denounced for almost e er in in th ·atalo 1 . Zi 1 i na 
• hardl ever mentioned as one of them. l t hould furthermore b ., 
borne in mind that the anti- emite invent hi Ii . . Thcr i .. no hin r 

?hich we can do or say that will sati f y him. 

The right thinking American Imo ;-{ that I.he d~ ire uf h Ir· h 
m merica to help in the establishmen of a Fee Irclan<I, to hich 

the) d voted themselves so energetically , or the oe ir f lu 
Cze h or Poles, to help establish a Free Czecho ] ·akia or a fr e 
Poland did not in any way impair their loyalt r to Am ri a . .. 1 

1 on 

e ·er accu ed them of dual aUegianc . In fact m rican t ppla 1ded 
their movements in the same way a the T ar applaudin th ffort 
of American Jews to rebuild a free Jewish Pal tin . 

E ery President of the United tate , from \ 'oodrn ;v Vil on 
down, has endorsed Zioni m. The Congres of the LT nitcd late 
unanimou ly approved it. Foremost mini l r author . wr· ter nd 
editor have evidenced sympathetic and h lpf ul int r , t in th 

1ovement. ot a single one has ever rai ed the i ue whi h om 
Je insist on raising to their and our hurt that par ticipation in th 
Zionist l\Iovement jeopardizes the loyalty and patrioti m of th 

merican Jew. 
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The Jews of the United States have no other allegiance than 
to the United States of America. The relation of the Amerkan Jew 
to the Jewish homeland in Palestine 'lill not differ in any respect 
from the relation of any other American towards the land or his 
ancestral origin. Jf there is any Jew in this country who will wish 
to give his political allegiance to a Jewish state in Palestine, he wi1l 
have the privilege of emigrating to that country and of becoming 
a citizen of that state. That is the privilege of all free men. 

In this connection the words of the late Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis come to mind: Let no American imagine that Zioni m 
i incon istent with Patriofr·m. :Multiple lovaltie are objectionable 
only if the., are incon i tent. A man i a better citizen of th" L-nited 
State for being al o a I yal citizen of his state, and of his ity; for 
being loyal to his family and to his profes i n or trade· for being 
loyal to his college or hi lodge .. . . Every American Jew who aids 
in advancing the Je~ish settlement in Palestine. though he feels 
that neither he nor his descendants will e er lh·e there, will likewise 
be a better man and a better American for doing so." 

THE ARAB ARGUMENT 

It has also been argued that the establishment of the Jewish 
Commonwealth in Pale tine is unfair to the Arabs. The Jews would 
take away a c untry which belongs to the Arab . The Jews will 
majorize the Arab and will deprive them of their rights. Dr. Carl 
Hermann Voss of the Christian Council on Palestine has recently 
replied to this form of rah propa ,anda "hich som Jew eem to 
have absorbed in these word. : 

•

1The Arab population in Palestine did nol begin to grow until 
the 1880's. In fact, a careful analysis of the pre ·ent Palestinian 
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p ,pulation would show that about 75 per nt f h Aral a 
itlirr immigrants themselve or de c ndant of p ,r on · wh , immi­

grat d into Palestine during the la t 100 year , for the mo. t part 
in the la t 61 years since 1882. 

~-That latter date of 1882 is significant b cau .. e it i the datP 
on whkh Jewi h immigration into Pale tine be0 n. Prior to J wi h 
immin-ration Palestine was an area of desolat countr .. ·-- id and 
(Jilapida tcd towns, and during the whole period f - r b life in 
P le. tine the country showed scarcely a ing) Arab a l i • m nt. 
In the war to liberate Palestine in 191--18 the Pal tini n : raL 
ti I lit tlP to OYerthrow their Turkish rulers. The " neith r till d th 

ii n rt ught for its redemption. Arab interest in Pal tine b n 
:rith it. re toration by the Jews, and Arabs have benefit d reatly 
.: th e tabli hment of the Jewish national hum .: 

\Yhen one thinks of the Arabs of Pa es foe on hon d thi 
of them in relation to the Arab lends in tbe entire ear Ea t. T t 
i · a , a ·t territory. Arab territories in the ear Ea t c v rm r t n 

million qunre miles. The whole of Palestine i ten thou 'and 
·quarc miles! ... The lands of SyPia, Iraq. Tran jordania and audi­

·abia are under-populated and undeveloped in spite of th ir rich 
po t ntials. ~dentists have estimated that in the ear East ther i 
ro m for another fifty to sixty million people. 

Out of the last war the Arabs gained freedom and independence 
fr m the Turks. As a result of the efforts of the Allie three inde 
pend nt Arab states were established-Iraq Transjordania and 
audi--Arabia. Realizing that the Arabs would ha e th ir national 

a pirations satisfied after the war by the establi hment of a numb r 
of .. ral states and that these states would have land area o lar ,e 
that it wou]d take them centurie to develop them, and rcalizin 
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al o that th Jew lood in de perate need of a place of refuge for 
their pe pie the Allie re erved "the tin notch' of Pale tine, as 
Balfour call d it, for the Jews. In the Balfour Declaration there is 
no mention of e tabli bing in Pal tine an Arab national home. 
Only a Je i h national home i mentioned. Pro" i ion of course was 
made in the Bal~ ur De laration and in the landate for equality 
of citizen hip and for the civil and religious rights of existing non­
J ewi h communitie . Thee rights have been fu1ly protected. The 
Palestine A rah has not been exploited. In fact there are no Arabs 
on the face of the earth n ore prosperous than the Arabs of Palestine. 

The e labli hment of the Jewish national home in Palestine 
will be a great boon to the entire ear East and to all the Arab 
peoples. Jew are bringing scientific skin,, technical knowledge, 
material re ources, and. high enthusiasm to the upbuilding of Pales­
tine. Pale tine is de, tined to become the hub of a great and rapid 
economic development of the entire _ ,ear East. The prosperity of 
Pale tine will stimulate and in the conrse of' time will come to 
depend upon the pro perity of all the adjacent Arab countries. 

It i the Jew of Pale tine who are the true pro-Arabs. The Jews 
of Palestine wi h to work in complete friendship and cooperation 
with the Arab -- but not at the sacrifice of their national rights. 

IS PALESTINE LARGE ENOUGH? 

ome Jews are disturbed over the absorptive capacity of Pales­
tine. It i too small they argue, and too poor a country to absorb 
many more ettlers. Jews should look elsewhere for territories to 
care for their refugees and for immigration requirements after the 
war. The basic assumption here, of course, is that other territories 
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are available and can quickly he put in a tate of preparation to 
re ei e mass immigration. othing can be further from h truth. 
There are no such territories. one has been off er d. on~ ha be n 
prepared. The last attempt at group ettl m nt of J • - anto 
Domingo-has proved a fiasco. The nam of pu ta Liv t rri torie 
are bandied about by opponent of Zioni m onl • as an off t to 
Pale tine. It serves as an excu e for hutting th door f Pale tine 
again t Jewish refugees. Jews who help to pread thi talk n rning 
the availability of other territories for Jewi h ettlement ar r nder­
ing these refugees a terrible di ervice. 

The present population of Pale tine is 1,500 000. Lord amu l 
who was the first High Commis ioner of Pale tine d c ar d in 930 
that there was no reason to doubt that Pale tin c uld ~pport a 
population of 3,000,000. This i a very conservative fi ure. gn­
cultural experts who have made a tud of th country hav 
stimated that with irrigation and proper cientific m thod of 

c ltivation, Palestine can support on the land afon a population 
of at least 2,000,000. 

The industrial development of Palestine need be limited onl 
by the skill energy and re ourcefulne s of it population . H rdro­
electric power is available and oil is brought by pipeline from Iraq. 
Palestine is on the crossroad between three continents and i des­
tined to become the center of extensive commerce betw n the 
continents of Europe, Asia and Africa. The countr which a few 
hort years ago could point to nothing but a few humble handicrafts 

i already producing a remarkable ariety of manufactured goods. 
In 30 years, Tel Aviv rose from the sand dunes of the lediterranean 
to a city of 200,000 and Haifa is destined to develop rapidly into a 
city of a half to three-quarters of a million people. The Jew are 
creating absorptive capacity in Palestine! Sicily which is a country 
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no larger than Palestine, has a population of 4.000,000 and Belgium, 
similar in ize to Pale tine. supports a population of almo t 7 .000,-
000. o one in Palestine thinks that the country is over-crowded. 
Only politician who are determined to keep the Jews out of the 
country are trying to persuade people that Palestine cannot absorb 
any more immigrants. 

ZIONIS!\I - SOUND AND JUST 

The critics of Zionism cannot make out a valid case. Fear is 
behind most of their reasoning. The Jewish people has never taken 
counsel of fear. The Zionist movement has now entered upon its 
final phase of fulfillmPnt. It is incumbent upon all faithful Jews to 
become acquainted with the facts and not to permit themselves 
to he influenced by catch-words, slogans, rumors and prejudices. 
There is available a substantial literature on the subject covering 
all phases of the movement ,-political, economic, cultural and 
spiritual. Jews should read and become informed. 

Zionism is a sound and just ideal. As such it is inevitablef 




