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THE CRITICS OF ZIONIS.14 

Th second oft o lectures on "Zionisms 

By 
Dr. Ab Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sund y orning, November 7, l94S 

t It Is - t It Is Tot" 



Every gre t idea, my friends, encounters reai tance. But hen it is in­

herently sound nd just, that gre t idea is inevi ble. This weeie the 'enate of 

the United t ea, in i-'rinciple, a pproved t he .orld ~r anization of a. Lea ue ot N tio~s 

fo~ the preservation of Peace. At oscow it as recently ubscribed to by the 

great powers of the Onited Nations, by England, the United ~t·tes and by the 

Soviet Union. Only a r ew months go the hole • ea ot a Le ue or N tiona 

seemed to bet orou.ghly completely dead. Gre t po ers had eetroy d its 

prestige even before this ar, nd our own ena.te, OU il rec ll, rejected 

the hole idea ot a League of tions at t he outset, in 1. 20. 

But today it is the moat living t! ing in t e orld a ain. It is n a ain 

looked upon s the ished for instrument for ,iorld Peace 1n the arld order. Gre t 

and true ideas cutJnot erish r g le s of how violent t . e o position is how 

eeemin 1y insurmountable the obstacles int e wa. 

o it is with t.a idea ot an tional 

with difficulties. But it will triumph in t 

and just. 

tion or Isr el. It is b set 

eo· use .the ide is sound 

It is interestin to note t t in our ectire l.o. istory t ee ere Jes ho 

resisted the ideas of the national es abllshment ot Israel and of our tional 

survival. Back in the days of pt, there • r Jes ho did not unt to leave 

slavery. A Rabbi ho understood t.e sycholo of our people so thoroughly 

declareda •Th e ere rebels am trans re sore among the Jews ho enjoyed 

Egy?tian patronage and had ac uired 1th an:i presti e d did .ot • nt to 

leave Egypt•. I auppose tat these people developed a platform of th ir own 

like the Auric Council for Jmaism. 

patriota. They did not ant a Jewish s 

number. 

• 
They were one hundred perc!61t1kfptian 

te in Pal a tine. They were/ few in 

The Je ish eople wanted to leave slav r of • 1pt, edanci te it ell, 
141'~0 

set up a free national lite in its o-. n land. Ther w re Jews among thoa~tt 
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Egypt ho durin rty rs os ards ip tired o t e lon o to t e Promised 

Land and pref red to return to the fl spots of Eygpt rather tan endur t)le 

dan ers and unger and thirst for t~e s a of bu1ld4 ruel into a free n tion 

in its own land. Fortun tely _ or them, most of t he eople r fu ed to turn back 

to the fleshpots of Egypt. Forturu::. tely for Isr· el and mankind people c rried on, 

especially the youth oft ose o c e out of E ., t. Pennic,sion s ranted 

by Cyrua tor turn to Babylon. If t e , hole of Israel returned to bylon 

in t ' e 6th cent ry before the Common Era, Israel uld have erished. T hole 

history of our people ould not v t .<en place, the hole history of' t . e orld ould 

have been different, es eoially spiritually. If Jlrl ism .1ad not surviveci, 
never 

Christianity ou.lcY have been born. 

Am so, in tho 1 th century, .. e ovement to ard na ti nal re 1rth far 

Isr el assumed vital, olitical forma amon~ our eo le, especially after the 

organization of the Zionist ove ent at e cl e laot century.· 3trong 

op osition made itsolr manU'estanong Jews o~ e 1th am restige in • astern 

Europe. Those ho ac uired ealth and restige felt co pl tely at ho in the 

countries , here t ey lived. 

They o )OSed Zionism oo scoffed at t he idea of trying to settle Jes in 

th t barren country. Some laughed at the very notion t ~ t J e s would think 

of le ving t eir comfortable homes in Vienna, B rlin, Buda est, P ria m go to 

an oriental, out of the • ay hinterland or sand, ste am ruin. nd t e t l ought 

t t Jews would or c uld be~ome pioneers, with a pick and harrer and shovel 

an~~ir own country with their own lands - t~ ·t incited these these all kno ing, 
• . ' 

.. 
orldl.y- ae ban ers ad merchants and la yers and Journ lists to outbursts of h1larity1 

Yes, fifty years ago t ey began • suln manifestoas ain t Zion1$Jll. Som 

Rabbi 1n t air best style spoke a rd.nst it. So e laymen ave t. eir a>ney to 

tight Zionism Just as some ot them are doing tod y. Thia was espeoia~ true in 
. 191. 

rman where the emancipated Jew was riding/high tide ot 19th century llberal.iam 
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but failed to note the dangers b th of 19th v ntury ati nalism nti emitism 

w ich ere destined before 1ong to d stray nole J ish communiti s rot and 

branch fr ny countries in est rn and Eastern •urope. 

In Germany, sf r back s the orties oft e las t century, certain bbis 

had decided t t Jews ere no longer n·tion, tat the J ish people did a:>t need 

a national home, that Germ.any was t. eir Fa.t .erl.&.nd, nd rlin th ir Zion. 

Unfort tely this s one-sided announce ,ent. As one lo ck over the 

persistent .and viol nt anti-Semitism which )erv ded er n societ alao t every 

section ot it, during the lust century, one is zed at t 1e p lling w shf'ul 

thinking and politico.l naivete of the cultured nd intelligent Jes or r ny. 

But this f tal blind-spot did not restrict t e Je s of Germany onl . Other 

Jes elsewhere were day-dreuming like they ·ere. 

ow, wh t e some oft ere _sons, nd t re s e of the re~ one 

behind persistent op. oaition to Zionism? Ther are re ons trl there re rational­

izations. Rationaliz· tions are intellectual c-,~\,1.1.1· es for r-~l reasons hich are 

not readily. acmo led.gad and•aomet ee not re dil sensed. Thus, for ex ple, 

the arug ent t· t Je s are a religious ect not eo:>l•, t erefore .should 

not aspire to a .. ti nal territo~~ r tlonalization. The r u.l s te ent, 

the forthright statet:i nt of such a belief ould r u.d soo:.ething like this& I 

don't want the Jews to be regarded an more as n tion or people. T t ht 

s est t h' t I _am an alien mon t e µeople here I live. I better tell t em that 

I am like th min ev y except reli 1on, nd 1n s much as eople tod are accus-

tomed to a v riety of religious roupinga in t eir mi st, own position will 

be no different fro th tor C tbollcs or aptists dr thodists. o all the 

ideological opposition to Jewish n tionallsm is purer tionaliz tion. The• ia 

no rrant tor it e ther in fact or in history. The J ish religion i steeped 

1n n tionallatic sent ent an . ti nali t loy lty lthough it is univer l 1n its 

etbica.l ooncepta and ideal.a. The wicient prophets of I rael ere champions of 
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J e ~ eh n tional survi v 1, and .;.ft r tr irst exile, at t he idea ot tional 

restoration in Palestine. The Jlission or Isr~e1 is to pr cl 1m t ~e i dea or one 

God, and His moral La in th orld has nothing hateve to do with nti-nation lisa, 

and s, inf ct, iven its most elo.uent e~ reasion at the hams ot Deutero-

Isaiah, the most n· ti na istic of all the prophets. And 11 t e rtitici 1 

d·stinct1ona dra b teen J aism as a reli6 ion, and tionalls s secularism is 

pure vaporin and moon-shine. 

Arrl all or it s bee evolved as a .olitic·l device to justit the Je s 1 

ri ht to e~uality of c tizenship in t he modern state. But the ri ht toe uality 

of citizenship in t.'1e modern etute needs no such Justificavi n. The Jew and any 

other man reg rdless of r ce, creed, color, is entitled to equallt or citizenship 

in the larrl or his irth or in his adopted land if t he land is truly a tr eland, 

and just so long as • e obeys t • la.vs am 1ves it is undivided loyalty. Ard 

if that land is not free nd its l ws to diacr 1.riate b t en creed nd class, 

then no amount or self-effacement on t ~ rt of.Jes and no cwming definition ot 
dis 

hi elf will rotect him • ainst /er tn tion and persecution. T e anti-Semite 

is never reconciled or api)roved b &n' pl sant formula bout Je ish lite ioh 

we invent. 

Our enemies can r tionali e eir h tes ·uite as re · dily a we can 

rationalize our ho:>es; and they ve never been own to relent because of nJ seat 

&nd a.petizing definition or Je ish life th t we cc111 give t em. 
~ 

There ia no single definition of/life available les it bet at ot an 

historic people, recognized a such by the orld and b ourselves. ihat elements 

went into the faahionin · or t t historic peo le is r 11.y academic thinking. 

factors w■x■ r ent into~'e co on historicai expe~ienoes, race, religion, 

many other facors. Tl.we it ia, and t ere e are - a recognized historic roup. 

In E stern urope a ear before the war, some four million J ••• lived as 

Jews, reco,nized b law or the la!¥i aa a nationality amon other nationalities aid 

w re r ted along 1th other na 1onalit1ea certain minority rights as ••ll• 



• 

-s-

In the Soviet Union, ·.,~ re so e three million ore Je 'S lived, and here 

' the prin.ciple of n ti nali t is encouraged and cul v tad b the overn ent, J e s, 

nereve they lived 1n large number are given. t e recognition of nat· nalty, 

are enc ur ged to • ve their om c m. unal nst tutions or school s t ms, their 

o. Yi dish lan ua e, t air o . ress, their own lit ature, and t ir n Je ish 

co wiity life. You will recall that so e ten y ~rs o, t Sovi~t Union ct lly 

made t tte pt to es bllsh the uton m us Je ish re ublic in ·" roBijan. To speak 
. 

of the Jewish of ussia today as a J is religious communit~ is ridiculous. 

In England, in the Uni t.ed dt tea, and ot er llinds ·,nere nationalism and 

n tionality are not emphasized aothoug the do exist, t Je• s naturally will not 

press for ,ation 1 status. They will carry on as hist'oric c Wlity hose chief 

attribute is ita distinctiv reli ious culture. In alestimhowev r, in P lestine alone 

the Jewish people has sought and seeks today to est.a llsh a complete national lit'e 

to make th t anci nt larxl of Is el, t at ancient l e of our ople not a racial 

state, b ta st te th t 1-' as Jewish s ngl d : n lish nd as France is 'renoh. 

I~ P lestine the Je •are~ nation 1n t .eir n tional home. Th tis t ewe ning 

ot the ltour Deel ration and the and te it t ey . v ning t 11. The 

nationhood of the Jei ' ah people i. Palestine bas been ackno led 0 ed in int.errw.tional 

law. It is not. et sovereign or utonomous, out the exist nee of t e J ewiah 

people as .. eople ni their r ht to re-establish tn ir n tional ho e in alastine 

has b en approved after t e last ar b fif'ty nations, inclu in0 the Con res ot 

the United ~tatea. 
~ I art 

Those who tell the Jewa, therefore, t 1at only a religious deno n· tion are 

distorting histcry ar are wilfully shutting their e es to everyda ex arienoes. 

le are people lv1ng umer di ferent olitical cond tions in many ?lrts ot the 

orld, like any other people, cept in wne regard. All other peoples, re rdless 

or which people it 18, haa a national locale, an tional center. e lost aural 

e loet oura, rd the baence of it baa been the ct.US• and eO\lrce of n ariy all the 
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t • gedies, miseries and suffer s or our peopl. .. these 1 st t o thous Di ye r • 

It ia this baence of our n tion l c nter ich ea u. so dif'r erent, a tich 

makea our people so in ecure in e orld. I find it necess r r tim d ain 

to point out the simple fact th t while we J e s have b en bra eel as intern· tional 

Je a, t e are people to y that are r more inte n· tional than e re. There 

isn't a corner of the ·orld toda ,. ere rou can't find nglis en, G ans, French, 

Italians - in South «rica, in th un·ted 'tates in Africa. They are far more 

international than the Jews. Yet ro one s .. aka of the int rnati nal •nglis an, 

Frenchman, Ita.Uan or German. Only the Jews. hy? BecaUBe some here on the 

race or the earth, l'8 ard.less of h re it is, there is an En land, 

an Italy, a France, a nat nal center. hen an 1m lishmun or 

an Italian le ves -land, ranee r Italy, e l ves one h e a 

another, but en a Jew le ves a country, he leaves one homeleosnes 

another homelessness. 

Th t as been the • nfortunate status o e .J w in the orld. 

Germany, 

11 find 

to find 

e have no 

national atatua anywhere a;: people. As a eoplo we e no Y\lice 1r. B.l!Y 

international conference, not even as Je a in exile, a overrunent in exile. It th e 

is to be an int rn tional League art r t·e war, ev 0 ry ,.eople - ev ry people -

will have a voice in an intern tional ssembly or peoples. dixtean million Ja s 

will have no voice. e s 11 remain ain anonymous and . hen a ain the gre t 

masses of our people will be ersecuted as they ve been 1n the pa.st, e shall 

ve no n tional people some here on the face or the arth to spe ' up tor us, 

but e shall . ave to intercede with some ov rnment to in•rcede for us. 

T purpoae ot Zionism is imply to normalize t e status ot the lewieh people 

and make it equal .with all other peoples sot t the Jews c n be free as individuals 

in ev ry country ad w ~en they chose, to live as a tree eople n P lestine like 

every oth r peopl o has a national center somewb in e orl4. 

Th r Jews who tear - an· thia ia the re l r aaon wbiob motiv tea 

their _..._..,!!lo - th ,re are Jews ho fear t if a J wish national home ia 



to become a re 1 thing our enemies, h rever t hey are ills y to the Jews living 

in those countries, Go back: to Palestine. Go baok to your own country. They 

will bli.ve a good excuse for ex?elling the Jews. But, my de r friends, anti-Semitio 

g ·vermnents have never ·waited for such an excuse to expel the · Jews. Through all 

the long nd tragic centuries up to the days ot l\dolt Hitler, Je i S ha ve been driTen 

from one country to ano:ther in spite of the fact tat they had no nb.tiona.l home to 

go to. Our enemies never waited forte est~blishment or u national home of the 

Jewa. before beginning to drive the Jews out. The contrary is pro • bly true. 

Had there been a Je iah National Home t ough the a es. these expulsions would 

probably not h ve ta&en i)la.ce - certainly not in modern time. Had there been 

in existence a Jewish s t~te h rein t he nationals of other s t ates lived lind 1th 
I 

which other st tes carried on commerce and trade, t e ttitu:ie or those othr s tr tes 

to the Jews living 1n their midst ould have b en dictated by oonaidera tiona ot 

n .. tioneJ. policy , trade interests, and r~ci ,)rocity . We r e at ur with Garmany 

and with It~l.y today an:l I have not heard it s id any-l'lhere all through this wur 

or the last, You Germa a can go back to Germany and you Italians go back to 

Italy, µrinoipally because th re is a Germany and there is f.l.Il Italy. 

In all events, if incidents of persecution are to occur in the future 

and no practical statesman can shut his eyes to t h t possibility, in view of all 
• 

that has ha pened in our own life time, t en surely the establishment of a Jewish 

National Home to ,;hioh our persecuted brethern mil ht come as to a place of • elcome 

refuge, without repeatin t he horrors or many of our refugees 1n the last decade 

who knocked on a hundred doors and ere not tdmitted or were put in concentr tion 

camps - surely the establishment o! a Jewish N ti nal Home to which such ref ees 

may go is a iae natural precaution and insurance. As it iaJ the forsi ht of the 

last twenty odd years ma.de it p:>ssible for the Jeriish Nati nal Home in spite ot 

sev re restrictions not of t heir making, to rive refuge to more half ot the total 

Jewish refugees ot Europe up to the war. 
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So e Jes feel t • t/!~ et blishment of a J ish st te t e in the United 

States, or the Jes of En lam or or other countries ill be cc ed or mi ht 

accused of double allecri• nee. .i re O in I ould like to oint out t t the 

enemies of the Jes did not ait upon thee t·bli8hm nt of t .e J ish st te in 

Palestine before he be 1an to denounce the Jew for his dialoy lty m lack or 

patriotism. In r ct t e seized on t heir ho elessness and used thut aa t eir ost 

po erfal. .e pan in their anti- emitic camµai ns. The Jew has .o roots any here. 

The Jew is an inter ~ti0naliat. The Jew h s organized a secret int ,rn tional 

organi tion - "The l : ers or Zion". t which he owes • lle iance, hich or niz tion 

conspired to overthrow all other countries in order to put the Je.s in control. 

The .ti-Semite invents his lies. There is nothing we ... n do·t t ·ills tisfy 

the e.riti-Semite. 

And str ely eno h in all t.e unti emitic Uter~ture both here and abroad 

~herein Jes ~re denounced on almost evorJ scor int' e c.~talogue, Zi nism is 

never one of them. 

Th ri 0 ht t .u.nking american knows that the desire nd hel of the Irish 

of the United Stc.1.tes to establish a Free I eland, r at of e Cz chs, or ?oles 

to establish a Fr e 6zechoslovakia and Poland ure not refleotiona of double 

allegian e on their p rt. No one ever ccused them of double o.lle6iunce. In fact 

e applauded this movement, in the SE!.l':le ay as t hey are ap:>lauding and assisting 

us in our effort to rebuild a free Jo. ish Dlitional ome in alestine. 

Every President of the United t~tes, from oodrow ilson down, has 

approved of Zionism. oodrow ilson sa t e halfour Deel r tion before it was 

issued. He said that he looked forward to th stablishm nt or a Jewish National 

Home. Conaress un nimously approved it. inisters, a thora, . riters, have 

al ays evidenced sympathetic interest in the movement and not sin le one at 

them ever raised the uestion :hich seems to be •othering some Je· a -- that interest 

in th• Zionist MOYement ouldin some way involve t e Jews in double allegiance. 
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The Jews in the United StQtes h ve no other alle ianoe than*1 e United 

St tea ot America. The relation of the ii.m r· can Jew to the Je ish ho els.rd in 

Palestine will not differ in n· respect from the relation of any other rican 

to ::trds the an:l of his anc str 1 ori in. If th _re is Je ho ill ish to 

give his political allegiance to a Jewish st te in Palestine, he ·111 have t· t 

privilege ot immiurating th re and becominu • citizen o t. ts te. And that 

is the privilege of every man. 

Finally the ·e ia the argumant ainst Zionism ba ed on the r ct that 

the establishment of the Co on 2alth in i lestine is unf ir to the nrabs. The 

Jews would take a ay a countr which belongs to the ,irabs. Jews ould eprive them 

of their rights. Am the Je s shouldn't do such things • . I wunt to re d this 

p rauraph from the pen of non..J ew on t: e subject of .n_" bs in • lestine, 

"Th• Arab popul tion in alestine did not begin to row until t e 1 01s. 

In f ct, a reful analysis or the present Palestinian .. opul.f.. tion ould ho that 

about 75 percent or the . raba r either immig r ts th selves or descendants ot 

persons who imm1 r ted into P lestine during the last 100 years, for the most rt 

in the last 61 ears since 1882. 

•That latter date of l 82 is significant bee use it 1s the date on ich 

Jewish 1 .. i r tion ·nto Palestine be an. Prior to Jewish immi5 r tion, P lestine 

s an area of desolate cowitryside and dil pi ated towns, and during th hole 

period of rab lit in P lestine the count sho ed so· rcely a single rab achievement. 

In the ar to liber te Palestine in 1917-18 tne Palestinian rabs did little to 

overthro their Turkish rulers. They n :ther tilled t·e soil nor fo~ht for its 

redemption. Arab interest in ralestine be~an 1th its re tor· tion b the Jes, 

and raba ave benefit d greatly by the establishm nt of the Je ish nat·on~l home.• 

hen ou hink or the .araba, u ust think of the r ba in the entire 

ear East, and th,t is a vast territory. The raba occupy in the er East more 

than one aillion • uar miles. Te hole ot Palestine 1a ten thouall.Dd s uare miles. 
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And th t v~st territor-i or Syria, Ira, Tr nsjo ani, audi r bia, not to pe k 

of North Africa are terribly underpopulated trl terribly un::ieveloped in spite of 

rich land and the c pad.ty £or rich and gre t evelopment. Scienti ts have estimated 

th~t in the Ne r East alone there is room for 750 million people, b cause t r t 

ter itory is as large as 2/5 of Europe. 

Out of the last ur the raba ~ained freedom and 1 e ·er.dence from the 

Turks. As result of the efforts ot the Allies three independent r b .,tates 

ere established - Ira , Tr&.nsj ordania and Saudi- rabia. R lizin thi f ct 

thut the rabs would have t heir n tional aspirations s tisfied aft:,r t h w r b 

the es blishment of a roup of Ar~v St tea and ~t t hey ve vast territorial 

posses ions ic: ould UJ.Kem tnem centuries to developed, nd re liz lso 

th t the Jes stood 1n des erate need for a pl e or ref e fort eir eo?le, the 
8 ya.re 

Allies res rved this notch, .;) ltour c led it of 10,000/miles for the Jes. 

'hen the l.fou.r Declaration as put into effect, t ere w s ubsolutely no ention 

or the establishin· in P lestion an r b ~u.tional H e - only a Je ish N tional 

Home. rr9vision o course was ma.de in the ~alfour Deolar tion t . • t the civil 

a rights or citizens should be fully s re rd.ad, as they h ve b en to t is 

Am. there is no more proSJ9rous Arab on t f~ce of the eart1 than tho r bin 

Pales tine. Their staid rd.a there re higher than uny here on the r ce or the 

earth because that a t : e one place t o which they . ere rmitted to come. 

• 

Arthur Balfour, at the clost of e last ar had this to s about the 

Arabs& •so far as the Ar ba are concerned - I hop they will remember that among 

all the Gre t Po rs, most especially Gre~t Britain h s treed them from the 

tyranny or their brut l con ueror, ••• I hoe th t, rememb ing 11 thut, they ill 

not rude th- t sma.11 notch, tor it is not more eo"'r i.. hically, hatever it may 

be historically, t ts 11 notch in ·ht are now arab territories · in iven to the 

people ho tor all t hese hundreds of ears l ve b en se rated from it.• 
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The est bliahment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine can be the greatest 

boon in the Far ~st. Palestine has ·nitiative, s 11, . Je.i~h scientific knowled e. 

Vast concentration of kno ledge ia placed in Plilestine because of th refugees who 

have been ath red there from all .rts of Euro e. Jewish Palestine hich has come 

to be such a rem .... rkable cent r of industry, etc. can beco et.he hub of revived 

Near Ec:i..st .•• 

It is the Je,s of Palestine who are truly pro-Arab. No one :shes ore 

than the Jews to ork in frieudsnip and cooper tion ith the 1rabs - but not t 

the sacrifice of t heir national rights. 

There are other. thin s t t I should like to s eak of at this ti n and 

in this connection, but there is no more time. So I would su est ear frieoos, 

that no t t this movement has entered its historic hour of concern, it is 

encumbant on thoughtful Jews to be thoroughl • familiar • th f· eta, not to permit 

themselv-s to be swept awa by c~tch~ords, rumors prejudices. Therefore, read, 

s~udy, study, read. There is a vast literature on the subject on all,phlises or 

it - political, economic, spiritual. Readl Be informed! 

Zionism is a great, Just, sound -ideal. It is such in my humble Judgment 

and as such it is inevitable. 




