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THE I ONDER AI D G ORY OF LIFE 

Is There vwre to Life than ar and uck and Evil 

By 
Dr . Abba Hillel ilver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, December 5, 1943 



It is rathe strange to choose this time in which we live to talk on the 

wonder and glory of life - a time full of war, muck and evil . It wounds almost 

like mockery, does it not? Like bitter sa.rcasm . For never was human life so exposed 

to all the ugly inglorious features as in our day -- its cruelty, and bestiality, 

its hate and vile passions, its horror and suffering, its meanness and greed . 

Death is every present today, and is coaxed as it were by man and e4uipt by 

man to slay more swiftly and more horribly than ever before . Death sa1ks toda over 

the face of the earth, hurtles thru the skies, rides upon the waves and stalks from 

beneath the waves of the seas . Fair cities are blasted i to ruins, whole popul~tions 

are led to the shambles, myriads of human beings are starved and beaten and penned 

up in dungeons, tortured, hounded or exiled . 

Ar:rl all the workshops of the world, the mills, the fc:1.ctories, the foundries, 

the laboratories, are working at a feverish pace turning night into day, fashioning 

deadly and every deadlie r weapons to .rJ.11, to maim, and to devastate and destroy what 

man has built for his needs, his shelter, his pride and his sustenance . 

Into the foxholes and dug-outs, what Isaiah -called the "caves of the rock:s 

and the holes of the eartn" into jungle mud and malarial s,amps have gone the 

fine youth of our age . How, then, can one speak today of the wonder and glory of 

life? 

It is , in truth, difficult, as difficult as it is for a very sick man who is 

racked by disease and ever and pain to think of or to be reminded of the glory 

of s ouni health and the wonderful satisfactions of physi cal ~1ell-being . His thoughts 

are prettty well concentrated on his L1llllediate pain and discomfort to see or 

experience aught else . 

And yet, it is very good for a sick man to be thinking beyond his all-posse .sing 

illness, to reach out to the prospect of being restored to good health . It is good 

for a sick man to be sustained by the thought of recovery, to be confident that 

sound health is real, possible and obtainable by him . For it is this faith and knowledge 
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which are ttn essential part of his curei Tney re-inforce his ill to recover. 

And a stout and fighting he rt is as good as the best L1edicine. 

Now men in society are desperately sick today arrl t.ey need a fighting faith 

to enable t em to recov~r, to survive. Tne need to believe hat they can recover, 

that it is worthwhile to recover, that t ere is somethin fine to recover to, and 

that life, tnen it is not made vile by man is ton erful and glorious, a· thdt 

thare is a resplendid future for tne hwn~n race. y1an needs th treas uratce. 1e 

are told in our "ible that after the Flood when t he whole h an race ,as iped 

out, ~oah ahd his immediate f mily had to be reassured t a t they would not be 

destroyed again. So God set a rainbovr in t~e sky to tell t em that 1aters shall 

no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. "Be fruitful 11 , God said, 11 and multiply, 

arrl replenish the earth." Build anew, and in rebuilding ye will find yourselves 

blessed. 

No herein then is this wonder and glory of lif to ~ hich man toiay can 

turn his eyes? ihere is this ruinbo· of promise t ay? 

ihat can sustain our tired hearts? 

hat can e cling to? 

There ~re of course certain o. le -0d y, as there .1as always been t at say 

there never was and never ill be ny 1mnder and glor in life. The Universe is 

just an impersonal machine driven by some blind force and man is just a helpless 

cog in that machine. They Sc y that the Universe as neither design nor pur .. ose. 

Human life has no fundamental me ning or reason whatsoever. nd t'Qose ho thought 

so in the past arrl think so today are inclined to s. eak of human life as a comedy, 

a tragedy, a game of chance, or an endless struggle. "Man", someone said, "is born 

crying, lives complaining and dies disappointed." Samuel Butler said of life: "It 

is one long proce·s of gettini tired." You will recall t e ords ~hakespeare 

puts in the mouth of h acbeth: "Li e is but a walking shadow, a poor player 

that ~truts nd frets his hour u on the stage, and tnen is heard no more; it is a 

tale told by an idiot full of sound am fury si 1ni~ng noth· 11 . . 

Arrl in very truth if one believes that the niverse is planless and purposeless 
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and human life is nothing but a series of physical an chemical react:ons then his 

estimations of life are not at all extreme, especially to one ;.o as strua 0 led much 

and achieved li le of personal happiness in life . And it is only as one can glimpse 

the outline of some des gn, some design 7hich includes you and your own stirrings 

and your own aspiring heart ad mind that you feel comforted and strengthened. It 

is only as you see evidences of reason and intelligence t ork in the Universe 

t .at you ain confidence in t ' e r u. tionality and meuningfuln ss of your m n little 

Universe, y ur own life . It is only as you become convinced that t · .. e ;hole · or 

evolving organic life ever moving c1nd ascerrling up·mrd through hundreds of millions 

of years, through cycles of ever increasing perfection, follows some definite scheme 

and is the fulfillment of some greut design at the hands of a bupreme reator, and 

tends to some glorious destiny, that your own life becomes ennobled bJ the tho ht 

of that unfolding estiny . 

In other ords, if you can see all th re en conditions of imperfection 

obout, the p in, the suffering nd t e fa~lures and efeats of man and humanity 

if you can see all the conditions of inadequac as only stage, an inevit ble sage 

in a sure process of growth and becoming &s a link in a chain of progressive 

betterment lhich will some day re ch erfection, th t your eyes ~re open to behold 

the vonde and the glory of life . 

former Premier of Engl·nd, ,Ir . ld in once decl red : "For myself I 

say that if I did not f el h· t our· rDrk nd the work of all others hether in 

politics or ci vie • ork, w·c1s done in the faith and the hope t h t some da m· be 

a million ye'rs hence, the lingdom of Gcxi ould. spre d over t he hole horld, then 

I ould have no hope . I could do no more \ork and I o 

this morning, to anyone -;ho ould take it . " 

ive my office over 

And this faith and hope is ~redicated on a conviction t .. at t e Universe 

inclusive of human life is a probressive revelation of u supreme intelligence, . 

1hich be. supreme intelli ence is also supreme goodness, th~t there is th~refore 

• 
in life the inherent romise that human life will become gr'nder nd more magnificent 
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and that the Kingdom of Lrcxl can and will be es ablished ove.r • 11 the earth. 

No religion has al1aJs ?roclaimed design in Cre-tion and in its Creator , 

God. "The Heavens declared t e glory of Gerl". "Gcxl sa his handiv; ork, and oehold 

it was good." ~an w s fashioned in the highest form of organic life. made in the 

very image of God and man as 6iven vast pOi' er to rule • nd to rule himself . tian 

can surmount his phys ·c~l limit~tions sublimate 1is lo~er anim~l i tincts rise 

to the highest spiritual plane and man can build a societ • which is 

evil, overty and w· r and ate . 

ee f m 

It has al\: ys been the rea t cla sic teaching of elibion th . t t : ere is 

desi 0 n in the '\ orld cc..nd. it terrls tow rd good, and no, science has begun to 

reinforce reli ion 1s confident }roclamation of 9ur~ose and esign. A veritable 

chorus of voices of t ' e most eminent scientists c· now be heard ostu • ting 01 

the basis of their scientific studies in the field of science their confident belief 

th t t e orJer evident in all nature, t e univers li t y of lav. the sys tern and 

method and h~rmoney ev~rJ1here ap arent, hether in molec e, livin~ cell, 

ph .. nt or animal, and the evolutionu.r roce,.lses o o ganic life point inevitably 
all 

to t1e supreme , wisdom, planning and urpose in nature, ·nd to a I.oni of/ere tion. 

i rofessor lbert ~. Einstein, the gr~atest hysicist in our t·me declared 

recently: "It is enough for me to contemplate tne mystery of consciou life 

perJ~tuatin~ itself. through all eternity -- to reflect upon t~e m!rvelo s structure 

of the universe which we can dimly perceive arrl to try humbly to comprehend even 

an infinitesimal ~1art of the intelli ence manifested in nature." 

great thinker of today, t'rofessor r{udolf Utto le· rned in Science 

has said that" hen e envisa6e certain things in our orld, such as the starr y 

sky, the thinkly pe led ocean, t he orderliness and rogressiveness of life and 

give them the keenest d cle·rest scientific descri tion in our po\er, there 

is left in our mind, a feeling oft. Holy or the 3 cred. 11 
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And simil~rly another e .. inent scientist in the fiel of ~oology d~cl·red : 

"In Na ure itself Ne find, beyon 11 ~uestion, as it seems to me, 

purpose, force, Jersonality . an is a part of a ture, and man _Jossesses intelligence . 

His acts ·1e directly kno;· to be sometimes ~urposef ; and e kno directly that 

ie exercise 01er toward t ' e attainment of our ~ur.oses. e h~ve direct ,mo:led0 e 

in ourselves th -t man is thus a person, a person with capacity for · .reci~ting 

goo ness, honour truth, faith, faithfulness all of hich ·re aspects of beauty, 

~na ~ at he is capable of feeling the ur5e, the com ulsion, of beauty; he has 

intellect, stimuli, power to choose and poier to enr euvour in the line of his 

choice -- in short, he is a p- rson . 

"If such bit of ature, built up bJ ature in her ro,th, has the 

inexpressiblJ great and valuable ~ualities inherent in ersonulit', can it be 

othervise with Nature herself? Can t~e p~rt be in initely greater, ualit~tively 

than t·e hole? To me the v~ry as ·n0 of the uesti n is its answer . Of course 

ature , • hich made man and hich cimprehends man, is no les~ orthy, is no less 

beautiful, than mc1n . 11 

Now , of course, scienc~ no more than religion can give the final, 

ultimate answers to the great mysteries of existence ~ ijhat is life , its origin? 

h t is tne origin of matter and energy . But 0cience has come to ackno :ledge 

vhat t. e religious s . irit of man has intuitively divined long · go t' e living 

sprit wor king within the pnysical orld, a plan for holding together the 

scheme and the directive pur~ose upon vhich all Creation moves . hen one tends 
one 

to un erstdlld t is, / comes to unders tan t e glory of life and the Vi onder of life 

not only in the vast pageantry and beauty of ysical nature or in the amazin0 

vc1riety, ubi 1uity, ada>tability and intricacy o or anic life not only in the 

epic of evol tion, one sees infinite on~er and glory also most P,S ec·ally in 

man ' s inner life . 

I came across , recently a movin0 stor told b 11,r . ' . T. Hudson, brother 
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of illiam Hudson who wrote Green J·Iansions . "He tells us of a couple of geese 

on his brother's sheep farm naar .L>uenos Ayres . It was sprin5 migrb.tion time, wen the 

wintering f locks had left for the south, but t e farmer noticed a pair left behind c1nd 
. 

moving strangely on t , e plains . when he ro:ie near t hem., he saw that the f em&le was 

walkin~ steadily on in a southerly direc ion, while the male was some distance ahead , , 

gre .. ttly excited., ~alling loudly, and often -returning . At intervals he would rise 

in the air and call to his mc:.te wlth his wildest u.nd most piercing cries, urging her 

to follow . riut it was soon evident tnat t ne female had one w~ng broken, and being unable 

to fly was essaying the long journey to the ia gellani ~ Islands on foott He mate, 

though strongly impelled by the mysterious mi 5ratoi-1 ur6e, would not fors a e he r . 

'And on that sad, anxious way they ,mul journey on to the inevitable end, when a pair 

or family of carrion eagles v;ouldspy t hem from a 0 reat distance -- t he two t r avellers 

left far behind b .- their fellows, one flying, the other walking ; and the fir s t would 
' 

be left to continue t he journey alone .'" 

ow we a e moved b., this sim" le story of behavior in animal life . This 

evidence of devotion ar:rl tenderness is not r are even in animal life . But ho,J often do 

we witness its nqblest manif-stc1tions in humc.. life, in humc.n relGl.tionship -- this 

bond of love, this suorificial love, a love which is greate r than life itself, a love 

wh ich surmounts the insti cts even of self-preservc.. tion -- t he love of parent~ for 

children, the love of one per son for a nother . Is there wonder and glory greater 

than that . Life today in spite of all v,ickedness sorro and ugliness is replete 

with infinite manifest&t..:.ons of s uch lave among human beings wherein t here is 

wonder ~nd glory, something precious . 

There is gloriJ also my tleur friends, in man ' s ins~tiable hunger after 

righteousness, the sense of duty which hase sent men to the r a ck c..nd the s take ,1rophets 

to their death , i dealists to their sorrowful road of frustr~tion and persecution. 

\' hy do en to that? Why is it that on this earth in ever .. 0 eneration there a re men 

who will not yield to wrong and t ranny nd unri~h~eousness, and offer up t hews elves 

, 

• 
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and everything for the sake of establishin~ righteousness and justice i ~ t he ·orld. 

Why are their men who will chose de th rather than slavery, a ho die in war 

and ,ho seek a iin6dom of God and who foresake all ·orldly goods -- comforts, 

ple&sure, personal glory? This hunger for ri~hteousness hich is resplendentl 

manifested in every genertition reg· rdless of sin and crime. H re is wo er and 

lory in life. 

There is also onder ar.d glory in man's insatiable hunger for knovledge which 

keeps the race alive, his amazi intellect, his curisoity, his ~robing , 4uesting, 

searchi to discover more and more, to learn more und more, to control, to invent, 

to use, to tunnel mountains, to soar into space, to plumb the de pths of the o e~n, 

to send his voice rowrl the globe, to manipulate ~n metals, to transmute ~11 elements, 

to scan the inter-stellar spaces. His soBrin imagination. There is o er and 

infinite glory there. 

There is wo er and glory in ma.n's love for eauty, love of be ..... ut which 

enkindles his heart in the sight of ever thing t h' t is fit and just rir;ht c...nd 
of imperfection 

erfect, t ha t hunger for beauty hich drives man through labyrinths/to reach out for that 

which is perfect, harmonious, for ade u te form or sound or line, or color or mtiss. 

There is wonder and glory in man's appreci~tion, admiration for th t hich is 

beautiful, th~t sense of beauty thut sensitiveness to beauty . 

11 these are i,ith us today in this sad sinful world ull of ar, muck 

and evil a they are our promise that it will et be well with the world. For as 

long as there is grea t 16 e in the orld and mong some men th e ersists the hmger for 

ni hteousness, for Truth, and for Beauty. s long as there are men in the world who 

believe that this Universe is not blind chaos, but a cosmos, a planned and purposeful 

orld, there is hope that man will find his way back to the ro · al high~'Y of his own 

resplendent destiny. And that, I believe, is what the Prophet re~lly me·nt ,hen 

he said: "Though~ 1k in the V· lley of the hado of death, I ill f c·r no 
G I 

evil, for Thou art i th me." Good 1.· s in the world a,...,d all ma t b 11 ith th ld u y ye e :e e wor . 
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In YPture itself VJe find. beyond all question •. as it seP s to e , 

ur_Jose, force, personality. Man is a pr-irt of ·:=!tu.re. A man possesses 
in ellige ce. His acts we direct y kn,w t~ be so~eti~es ui~ose~ul; ~ d 
we kn v directly t!l:'l., \"le e:::ercise, () er t w~rc ne ritt3inmefl of our 
~urposes. We hRve direct kn wledee i~ ourselves tn~t r.1an is nus a ~ers r-, 
a per so with CP_!_.mci ty for ap.1.:reciA ting e:ondness, h nour, truth, fn.i th, 
faitnfu.l ess , all of which are Fs~ects of heauty . ..,n thEl·t he i~ cr-i_JA- le 
of fee . • rlf'" th.e l-:.rce, t:ie er:, p11.l sion, of beauty ; hP h3 s intellect, 
spnsitiveness to qu~lities, ns well ~q ~ensitivity t quantit~ti·e 
stimuli, rrw•Pr tt'I choose , re power 0 P deavour in ne line of hi P c.h ice 
in srtort, he is a pers0. 

If ... uch 8 bi nf Ftltt1re 1 built up b~r IJ-9tu.re inner c;rov,tfl, fl"S tne 
iJ1P""-.:_Jres~ibly pre:-=it rrn1 VR.luqble qualities inherer,t in pers nalit,_r, cAn it 
be nt1erwise 111it.h rpt-1re nerself? Car: t:ie pPrt be iri '"' i itely t:reater, 
qualitatively, than tne v:ho e? To ne tne - e1.. PS~<il1£ of tne question is 
its ar swer. f course ~:-:,it-1.1re, wi:1icn M~de T'1A.n ard whic.1.: C"'m renends ma , 
is no ~es~ wortny·, is no lpss Jeautiful, than mBn. 

·t'Ul is 3ole o reveal his s uld o other be r;_f·s ,~no h'3 e n d 
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