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TH.., BIBLE 

The onder and Glory of It 

By 
Dr. bb illel Silver 

t 
The Temple 

On 
unmay morning, Decem er 19, 1943 



on th su 

indic ted t,his ·•:ee The Biole - The on er • nd lor.· of it . One s a letter 

sent by a soldier one of our Tern le boys to his home . A n other tnings, this 

soldier boy .rites : "Unti l I joined t he r .ed forces I never before a >·Jreci· ted 

h. Bible as muc as I o now . think it ' s t e gre~t est bo kin the orld . It ' s 

full of isdom , a complete un: er s a ding of 1 · ·e, living eople ; bea.utifully 

v.ri tten u the reatest literar, co□ il tion since man ame into be'ng . If t e 

outcome o t is w· r •;rill ,. reser ve t e Bible , its ethics, t e· chin s and ·1ond er ful 

hilosophy , it ' s ell wortn every man ounce of m terial , nd doll rs and 

cents ." 

Other soldier s h·ve wr itten in tne same vein a.bout the Bible . One 

10 er s hy . hat is it in tneir ex,erience t· t...t hu.s suddenly made t e a·:ar e 

of this boo .1 ich t .e never be ore pprecia e ? 

Te other t . ink 1r s the a hich h s become a best 

seller called "Dct.vid", •ri t ten by an -nglishm· n, uff Cooper a memb r of the 

br itish Cabinet , ~ great leader oft e po iticul life in Great ritain . Duff 

Cooper goes to the Bible for his theme, to tne story of l in; David . It is 

i nter est ·n0 uls o to note the dedic tion o the Boo . ou find these ords o 

t e f l - le f : 11Thi book is de icated to tne J e: ish eople to ,horn t he :or ld 

owes the Old and the New Test•mnnts end much else in the realms of beu t y and 

kno,led ~e ; a debt t a.t as been ill r e i d". 

One on -er s why this !'.inglishman, this statesrr: o_s tote Biole for the 

subject matter of i s book , i n 194' . You r ecall t e foremost -ran uthor, 

Thomas ,.an~ ho compl eted a r emurKable four volume ork on the stor y of Joseph 
a 

and his Br ethren, built on a saga. This i s alsc/oo er n and most s ophis ticated 

novel. He oes to the ible for t he t heme of ,hat has become a ma na opus 

oft} is amazing riter . Again and ar• in authors s eking subj ect matter have 

gone to the Dible for thar material . The ible has served as a perennial, 
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never-failing source fort em. This is true also of arti ., ts, p inters, sculptors, 

poets, dramatists, musicians all through the ages. They' re as numerous tod· y 

in the past. ore recently, ~holem rlSCh h s gone to the e. Test m nt for the 

subject mat er for his two great books: one the Naz rene, ad the other the 

postle. The book is ritten by a Jew and about the Jews. 
gre t 

The interesting thing i s th~t not mly de/ riters write about Biblical 

themes, but the public love to read about them. They are the most po~ular 

among the best sellers of our day. 

~hy do artists go bac t· e and again to a book hich is more t ·n two 

or three thousand years old? •1hc..t is it thdt the.r find in it'l 1hat captivates 

t · em? Why is the Bible the most widely read book today? 

erhaps the key to the explan· tion us ~ itten by oethe, great est of 

Gert, n poets, ,ho said: "The further the ages advance in cultivL..tion, the more 

can the Bible be used. I convinced t at t e Bible beco ai:; s even more beautiful 

the ore one underst~nds it; th~t is, t he mor e o e ets ins~ght to see that 

every word .. ich e take generally am m'""ke speci al applicution of to our o n ·ants 

has had, in connection ith certain circumstar.ces, ith certain rel tions of time 

and place, a . rticular, directly individual reference of its o . The Bible is 

a book of eternally effective 01er. 11 

Tha.t is to say: It is al liYS relevant. It has a direct and forceful 

applic ... tion to t .e wants of every gener· tion. It c n 1 ys be a lied. That 

is -wh t_ th~ i bbis r.e nt wnen they said: "Turn it round and round CAgain for 

everyth~g ." The more m probes, the more one medit·tes, the more meaningful 

and vital it becomes. It is neither cient nor mcrlern. It is etern 1. It is 

a book of eternal po er. 

It has a breath-t· in ea.sure of ht Duff CoopGr calls "be uty and 

kno ledge", nd the heart nd mind of man have always hungered for be·ut am 

kno ledge. 
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It is a rare combination of both. Beauty is a product of many hands and of 

successive ages. It is not all of one uality. In th t deep mine th "'re is gold 

pure and unalloyed, also much ".tuarts and humble earth and clay. You find in the 

Bible the remains of of dead cultures, and some relics of outmoded ways of life 

and thought, the rust of antiquity, some laws and customs which belong to a 

remote past, and some scientific and historical duta which time has cori ected. 

But all this can be easily brushed aside, except by one ivho has eome ax 

to grind. \When you brush all this aside, what remains is an amazing human cl &nd 

divine document - the noblest record of human faith and as~iration ever inscribed V' 
by the harrl of man. 

The style of the Bible, after you make due allowances for a variety of 

treatment, of a variety of subjects, is nalrly always majestic, earnest, noble, ,./ 

rich, full of oeauty. The stJ1le of the 0 ible is a.lwa s on a high level of 

reverence. Tnere is a Cathedral-like quality t the ible. It is always impressive, 

a times over-powering, never trivial, never commonplace. What t he Bible calls the 

"majesty of oceans or mowitains, or the s tarry heavens, or deep f orests." The 

beauty of the Bible is a solemn beauty. It is Beat,y and Poweri 

So much so that even when the Bible is translated into a foreign tongue, it can 

still communicate t at self-same beauty, that self-same power and majesty to the 

alien speech. 

Macaulay said of the .t!.nglish Bible: "The English Bible is a book •hich if 

everythil\;:; else in our lunguage should perish, would alone suffice to show the 

whole extent of its beauty and power." 

fihetrer it is lyric or rhaps dy, or rayer or proverb or story or sermon, that 

same noble quality of solemn grandeur is seldom if every missing. Seemingly the 

literary genius of the Hebreu race endowed them all with that characteristic over-

tone and -iuality which are unmistakable. en call it Biblical. 
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There is more than liter y uality in the Bible thut contributes t o that 

onder and glory. This e uty of style l...nd diction of imagery and literc...ry 

power is the vehicle for a revelation of an equally mazing lmo ledge of human 

life and chr racter. The i ble is a book about eople. The Bible is people --

men, women of all kinds, all sorts, saints and sinners, Kin~s arrl be ars, sages and 

fools, rich and poor, those ho suffer a.nd those ·ho inflict s uff ering, t he kind · d 

the cruel, those v. bo love gre tly and those ho he.te violently. These people 1ive 

in the pages of t he Bible. They a re living human beings, not artificial. 

The Bible knows all of the sorrows of men, all their afflictions, dissillusion­

ments, f~lse hopes and all oft eir passions and all of• their temptations. 

The Bible reflects every human mood. It is a fa.i thful mirror of t he 111hole of \. .... 

humanity and t he · ,nole of . It hides nothing. It covers up no s i ns. 

Interestingly there is not a single char cter ill the ~ible t hat is represented as 

being completely perfect or unblemished. Th-r e ~e no blameless people in the ible 

because th ere are no blameless supermen in the i orld. There never have been. There 

never can be. Realism was never more t horo hgoing tan in the Bible, · ut a 

r ealism ich is never spiteful, never ill-natured or rancorous. 11s Emerson put 

it: "Out from t e heart of ~ ture rolled t .ne burdens of the Bible old. 'l ... 

Arrl because t he knowledge of tile ible is so deep, comprehensive, true 

and penetrating, 1 en and omen al ,ays turn to it, confident t hat they will find 

t heir own lives reflected Jlll in it, and hopeful t hat t hey will find some guidance, 

inspiration. 

unrewarded. 

nd t ney have never been sent away from the pages of t he Bible 

John Ruskin 3aid of the Bible: "All that have tau ht of art, ever ything 

t hat I have written, wh· tever greatness t ~er e has been in any thou~ht of mine, 

whatev9r I have done in my life, has simply been due to the fact that, hen I was 

a child, my mother daily read ·d. th me a part of the Bible an d ily made e lee. rn a 

part of it by heart." 

V 
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hat a cro·1ded g llery of movin and unforgetable ~ictures one finds 

between the covers of the Bible. Int e v~r ~ first p ges one comes u~on tne 

first tragic murder in the story of the human r Lce, the first fratricide, 

the first man whipped by a pa..-...sion rvhich he could not un erst nd, could not 

master - Cain slaying his brother, the anipul~tion of criminal guild in the 

1orld, j alousy and bloodshed, the first blind rush to self-exoneration and 

rscape - "Am I my brother's keeper", the first, the first purging sense of 

confession: "Forgive me. dy guilt is more tnu.n I can bear." Ho much 

of human life since th~t time is telescoped in that brief story of human 

experience. Every phrase is pregnant ith e&ning . Ho\; many hundreds • nd 

thousands of poems since have been written in the langua e of all people 

about this very theme, adding nothing ne to it. You red alon~ further 

in the pa~ s of the Book and you com across other picture of an old man 

ho has found a 6re.t ~&ith and lived for it. Hews a lonely man. He had 

no child. Finally a child is granted him. He becomes de r to hir1., earer 

than life itself. How he was summoned to sacrifice tnis child. There is 

the whole story about an old r.1an who t(4kes a child ihom he loves, togehter 

with horn he walks to his sacrifice". One on ers wba. t thou hts crossed thr.: ugh 

the mind of the old man· she 1alked with his son, about to sacrifice the 

thing he loved most, his inmort lity. ll the bitterness of sacrifice for 

an ideal is reflected in th t simple picture of them walking together. An 

unforgettable picture. Ho often through the centuries the same thing is 

repeated, great ide lists, some whom ke the supreme s~crifice, tested, 

proved by sacrifice .mt are found in the first few verses in a c apter 

of Genesis. You read the pages further and ?icture after picture 

presents itself to you. 

Here are two brothers who meet after a seprra ion of ,any years -
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Jacob and Esau, twins who hated and distrusted each other almos t from childhood. 

hey were rivals for the birthright. •ho shall be masters in the world? 

Two brothers, two cultures, to civilizutions, differi in temperament - the 
a 

man ,.-ho lived by the soil, the other7man of blood, two civilizations doomed 

to eternal enmity right down through the ages. They meet, fall upon e~ch 

others' shoulders and they eep. A spurious reconcili~tion, a reconcilidtion 

that can never take place between ~hese two worlds, the whole dr ma l~yed 

today on a hundred battlefields. Jacob and Esau met and embraced one another 

only to be separated again forever ~fter in eternal conflict. 

We read on and on the wonder and glory of these pictures, these 

stories with increasing power. 

Hsre is another picture of the Bible, an old man, Jacob rluaxt sees 

a bloody gar ent of his son. "Do you recognize it?" he is asked. The old 

man reco~ni zes it and recognizing it he tears off his own garment and pus on 

sackcloth. He mourns him for many days. Jacob had loved Joseph deeply. He 

had given him this coat. He had cared more for him £ban for his other sons, 

and had given him this garment of many colors. Joseph was child of his old 

age, a child of his, Rachel, to sustain him in his old age. Now he wus dead. 

another door is opened to the human heart, love which turns into hate. 

There is a love that destroys. nd how many great works of literc1 ure were 

written on this theme since the ti.Jne of the Bible? 

~rrl they will continue. 

illions of them. 

e turn the pages and we come across another story, the. saga of 

Moses on t. Nebo, straining his tired eyes to see the land which he ill 

never enter. For forty years he led a rebellious group of wild slaves 

and the hope th~t sust~ined him :as the thought that he ould see with his 

own eyes the s cred and beloved soil. Thu.t as not iven to him. It was 

"-" 
told to him that his ould be a lonely grave on top of t. Nebo, where,is 
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straining his eyes for a last look on the land he will never enter. 

And so on and on. There is another story of Samson ill· Gaza, who 

was betraye~ by the woman he loved, drained of his strength, surrendered to the 

Philistines, his eyes put out, chained to the millstone in the prison house. 

Samson was summoned b the Philistines on their festival day to make sport for 

them. They s ·t him between the pillars. Samson prays: "O Lord God, remenber 

me, I pray thee, and give me back my strength, only this once, that I may be 

this once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. His strength is given 

back to him and he bezrls under all his might and he brin6s down the wa.lls 

of The Temple upon the Philistines and on himself. _How much does t hat picture 

inspire the unbroken and undefiled spirit of man which rises triumphant from 

wreck and defeat and makes a final bid of vindication. Here it is aU told 

in the simple story of the ible. 

You re&d about the patriarchs, judges, about 0aul, David, Jonathan, 

uolomon, hundreds of them. 

I close with but one more. There was a famine in the land for three 

years and David sought the face of the Lord to learn hy the f amine afflicted 

the lam of Egypt and he was told that it was ..:>aul, King before him who had 

broken a covenant with the Gibeonites. And David summons the Gibeonites • 

and says: · • hat can we rt.ml do to appease the threat of the Lord?" And 

the Gibeonites said unto him: It is not a matter of silver or gold between 
' 

us and Saul. rhe kinb took the two sons of Rizpah and the fine sons of ~icahl 

the daughter of Saul and t t ey were put to delith, nanged. The two princes, 

the sons of Rizpah ere put to death arrl Rizpah~ the mother of the princes, 

says the Bibl, took a sack cloth and stood by the dead bodies of her children 

and she suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor 

the beasts of the field by night, a mother shielding the bodies of her dead 

children from the birds and the beasts. One of those unforgetable passages 
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of the Bible. 

Is there any wonder why artists hi ve sought to transcribe on canvas 

into stone, ~ranslate into music this wonder and glory of the Bible? Oh, 

there is beauty in it and knowledge and something else. obility of 

purpose. For everything tht.. t is in the Bible has but one purpose - to help V 
man on the his h rd ay through life, to make his road easier, to help 

him face destiny with courage and dignity. Nobility of purpose. Learn how 

to live a good kirrlly life. 'fhat is th lesson of this immortal book. 

Whoever ha's turned to it has fourrl help and guid- nce and inspiration for his ✓ 
way in the world ... 
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"Until I joined the · rmed forces, I never before a precia t ed the ible 
as much as I do no. I think it's the gre t est book in the ·orld. It's full of 
wisdom, a complete understandin of life, living, iJeople; be utifully written, 
and the greatest literury compil tion s ·nce r.1an ca.me into being. If the outcome 
of this w r will preserve the Bible, its ethics, teachin6 s und on ,erful 
philosophy, it's ell worth eve m n, ounce of material, and dollars · nd cents." 

Pvt. How~rd Vactor 
(in a letter to his parents) 

"All that I hc..ve t.aught of art, everything that I ha.ve ·1ritten, ~hatever grea tness 
th ~e has been in any thou.:;ht of mine ~hatever I have done in my life, has 
simply been dut:: to t 1

1c> ; ct ~ a t _, hen I ;as a child, my mot her dc.. ily read vd th 
me a part of the Bible and daily made me learn a art of it b p he· rt." 

John Ruskin 

The further the ages advance in cultiv tion the more can the Bible be ed. I 
am convinced th~t the Biole becomes even more beautiful the more one unders t unds 
it; t ~ • t is, t he more one get;:; insi6 ht to s ee t • t ev .r " ord ",hich e take 
generally and make special a plic· tion of to our own -ants, has had in 
connection with certain circumstances, ith cert in re · tions of time and pl·ce 
a particul r, directl in ivi u reference of i ts oin. The Bible is a book of 
eternally effective o er." 

ham., 

• 
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THE BIBLE 

The onder and Glory or It 

By 
Dr. bba. Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Suniay morning, December 19, 1945 

I 



' 
Two t hins suggested to me that I sp.ak on t he subject which I ve 

indicated this ·,eeie - The Bible - The • on ier and Glory of it. One us a letter 

sent by a soldier, one of our Temple boys to his home. o other things, this 

soldier boy ritesa "Until I joined the armed forces, I never before J reoiated 

th ... Bibl e as much as I do now. I think it's t ho re t est book in the ·1orld. It's 

full ot isdom, a complete understanding of li..f'e, living, eople; beautif'ully 

written rxi the greatest literary compil .tion since ::.an c e into being. If the 

outcome or this war will preserve the Bible, its ethics, t eachin sand wonderful 

philosophy, it's well worth every man, ounce of material, and dollars and 

cents.• 

Other soldiers have written in t he same vein bout the Bible. One 

worrl ers why. What is it in their ex erience t hat has suddenly mde t em o. are 

of this book which t he never before appreciated? 

The other think as the a ;t>ea--ance or book 1hlch h s become best 

seller called •David•, written by an Englishman, Duf'f Cooper, a member or the 

British Cabinet, a re t leader of the political lite in Gre t Dritain. Dutt 

Cooper oes to the Bible for his theme, to the story or King David. It is 

interesting lso to note tha dedic tion of the Book. You tind these ards on 

the fly-leafs "This book is dedicated to the Jewish people to . hom the orld 

owes the Old arrl the New Testam nta and 11Uch else in the realms of bea ty and 

knowledJe; a debt t hat has been 111 repaid". 

One wonders why this ngllshman, this statesman o~s to the Bible for the 

subject matter or his book, in 1945. You recall the foremost Garman author, 

Thomas-·~ who completed a remarkable four volume ork on the story ot Joseph 
a 

and his Brethren, built on a saga. Thia is alal modern and most sophisticated 

novel. He oes to the Jjible for t. t neme of ,•;bat ias become a a n opus 

of is a azin riter. u.in and • in authors s ekinO' subj ect matter have 

one to the bible for thar material. The Bible has served as a perennial, 
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never-r il ource for them. Th.is 1 true lso of artL., ts, inters, sculptors, 

poets, dr tis ts, musicians all thro h t e " 0 s. T e are as nwn~rous tod y 

in the past. ore rec ntly, ~hol m rlSCh h s ne tote Te nt for the 

sub ct t er for his two great books: one t az rene, d the o er the 

Apostle. The book is written a Je and bout t e Jes. 
gre t 

The interesti thing is th· t not mly dr/ • riters ite • bout Biblical 

themes, but the public love to read bout them. They are the mot po ular 

among the beat sellers of our d y. 

hy do artists go bac time tl.lld ain to a book hich is more t two 

or three thousand ye rs old? 11h ..... t i it th t they fim 1n it! ':h t capti tes 

ti.em? Why is the Bible the ruost idely read book tod yT 

rhaps t e ey to the explan tion s itten by oethe, gre test ot 

Ge an oats, ho said: •The further t e a es advance in cultiv tion, the more 

can the Bible be used. I convin ed t t t Bi le beco ... s even more autitul 

the ore one understands it; thAt is, t e mo.e on ets ins· ht to s e th t 

every ord .ich e take :renerally oi .. e speci 1 . lie tion f to our o ants, 

has had , in connection , i c rtain circ t 1 ces, 1i th certain rel tions of ti 

and place, a .articular, directly individual ref!3rence of it on . Te Bible is 

a book of eternal4 effective po er.' 

That is to say: It is al a s relevant. It h s direct d forceful 

p llc· tion tote wants of every genar tion. It c n al s be a~ lied. T t 

is ht the Rabbis meant w1en t ey s id& Turn it round round in ror 

everythin .• The more m probes, the more one meditates, the more mo ningtul 

and vital it becomes. It 1 neit er ncient nor 

a book of eternal power. 

ern. It is et rnal. It ia 

It ha a bre th-t· ... in e sure of h t Duff Cooper c lls "beauty and 

knowled e•, and the heart a: d mind or an h ve al a s hungered for be uty and 

lcnowled •• 
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It is· rare combin tion of both. Beauty is r uct or y h""nds u.nd of 

successive a es. It i not all of one lity. In tr. t dee9 mine th re is gold 

pure and unalloyed, so much uarts nd h le eart' and cl y. u find in the 

Bible t.l'1e remains of of dead cultures, nd so e relics of outmoded wa;;s of lite 

d t:o ht, t e rust f anti uity, so e la v a.d custo~s ich belong to a 

remote oast and some scientific and historical d-ta ich time has cor acted. .. , 
But all this c n be easily brushed side, exce_)t by o • o h s ao e ax 

to rim. hen yo brush 11 this side, t remains ia an azing human 4 nd 

d ... vine document - the noblest record cf uman • 1th and s .:Jir tion ever in c .. i bed 

b the ham of an. 

T st le of the Bible, after you • e due all • ances for a varie or 

tre tlient, of a. var· et., of subjects, is nEUrl 7 al a ·s I!lb.jestic, earnest noble, 

rich, f1111 or · ) e uty. The style of the .uible l son high level of 

reverence. T:i re is a Cut edr 1-11 e lity t the ible. It is al ays im ressive, 

a times over-poierin, never trivial, never co. onpl ce. • hat t e Bible calls the 

"majesty of oceans or ruowit ins, or t.e ~tarr heavens, or deep forests." The 

beauty or the ible ia solemn beauty. It is • eat, and PowerL 

~o much sot t even when the Bible is tr nslated into a foreign tongue, it can 

still communicate t'l-t self-a· me beauty, t t elf-same 

alien speech. 

er and Jesty to the 

ac ulay s 1d or the En lish Biblaa •The English Bible is b o hich it 

ever thing else in our 1 e should p rish, ould ulon suffice to sho. the 

hole extent of its beauty and power.• 

netter it ia lyric or rh ps dy, or r •er or proverb or story or sermon, t t 

s me noble uali t or solemn randeur is seldom if ev r m s ing. Seemingly the 

literar · genius or the Hebre r c endowed the all with that ch racteristio over-

ton• and uality •hich are uruni ta ble. enc 11 it Biblical. 
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Th re is more t han lit r ry iuality in the Bible th t contri utes t o t at 

onder ,md glory. This eaut of style and diction of .a0 ery nd literrry 

power is t he vehicle for a revelation of an e.1ually z kno l e e of human 

life d c acter·. The Bible is a book bout people. The Dible is eople -

men, omen or all kinda, all sorta, s ints nd sinners, Kinus m beJyu.rs , s es nd 

fools, rich and poor, t , ose ho suffer d t ose o i r~lict s uf ring, t he kind und 

t e cruel, t ose ,ho love raatly and those o at violently. Th se people live 

in the p ges or t he Bible. They are liv human beings, not artificial. 

The Bible knows all of the sorr.ows or en, all their afflictions, dissillusion­

ments, f lse hopes nd all oft eir passions n.d all of l t heir tempt~tions. 

The Bible reflects ev ry human mood. It is a f ithful mirror oft e ·hole ot 

humanity and t he ; hole of . It hides nothing. It covers up no s·ns. 

Interestingly ere is not sin le char cter in the Dible t h tis re resented ~s 

bein complete~ petfect or unblemished. Th~r e no bl.amele~s eople in the ible 

because th e are no blameless supermen in the ·orld. There never v b en. Th re 

never c n be. Re lism as nev r more thoro hgoing t .an in the Bible, • ut a 

r ealism ich is never s itef'ul, neve ill-natur r ~ corous. ,s ... C'Son ut 

it, "Out from t e heart r ture rolled t e buraens ot t he i ble old.I .•. 

m because t he no ledge of t~e ible is so deep, co pre.ensive true 

and penetrating, r en an omen al ays turn t it, confident th t the 111 find 

t heir own llv 8 reflected a in it, and hopeful t t t . ey ill finds uidance, 

inspir t1on. And t 1ey have never been ent a from the es oft e ible 

unre arded. 

John Rusk.in aid o£ the Bibles "All ut .. ve ta ht of s.rt, ev r ythin1 

t .... t I have written, wh tever reatness t.e e s been in an thouaht of 1ne, 

hatever I have done in my life, has simpl been due t o the fact t t, • en I •s 

a child, my mother daily read d th me • pa.rt of the Bible n d 11 made e le rn a 

~art of it b he rt.• 




