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~ ERIC - lE IVE OUR Y UTH 

By 
Dr. bba Hillel Silv r 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, Januu 16, 1944 

SERVICE FLAG DEDIC~TIOB 
Special Service in Honor of our Temple en and omen 

ho are in the rmed forces of our country 



MY DLR FRIENDSa 

e dedicate today the Service Flag in honor or 552 sons of The Temple 

who are servin t eir coW1try in this war, perhaps t he lar0 est unit of en in 

th service of any con6regation in t he United vtates. So e or these ~en in the 

se~rice ve died. 0th rs ave be n wounded. All of t hem r e ,?repared to give 

the full -st easure of devotion t o t eir country. 

Our Temple is 94 years old. During tis criod our country s b.;;en at 
in 

ar four times, and/ each one of t nese • rs - The Civil ./ r, t e 'panish merican 

r, t he First • o l d ,ar, this on in ihich we ar e no·. en r • ~ed - sons of The 

Temple ent forth t o fi 0 ht fo .. heir beloved lWld. In ch one or these • rs 

our con 1regation responded most patriotically d loyally t the call or duty 

in n ho~.ir of national emergenc . T_ e nen ent f orth to bt.ttle. T ose ho 

reamin d behioo ave o tl emselves w1stintin , any ci vilian services of 

the Ho e Front hich are so essential to a vie y ar • . 

This 1 not at all .. n1rprising for us or ' t he con r e a ,ion, Je ish 

or non~e ish in t hese United st~tes. iho ould not serve a coW1t ry like 

ours? And • ho ·;ould want to i thold from it the fullest measure of devotion? 

Our country is most deserving of t he 6ratitude of i t s citizens. i w.t country 

has given t o its citizens freer more ho~eful and ?romi sin0 1 · e, reat er 

op.-,ortunities, riches, re ards, i er tole ance and hi her human di n1ty1 

Here t he denied d the diapo. sessed of t he earth ·-re given a rich patrimony. 

H re t e victims tranny and destX)tism formed&. haven of liberty . 1t its 

Tracious shores all ersecution ceased, und all the eary an he vy l en or 

t he oarth f owxi rest h .. re arrl hope. Her t e horizon extemed to our c .ildren 

to those who will c e fter them., horizons of opportunity freedom and e uality, 

and of peace. 

·hen such a country, th refore is at-w.c ed, anrl hen its a · of lie is 
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endangered, who ·ould not r se up in its def nse? Some er:cana may not be 

tully a are, may not fully un ,rstand the olitical and int mt nal issues 

which re involved in tnis conflict. But all Americans realize th tour country 

is fi hting for its life, t t its destin is at ·'" ke, t a t its defeut •ould rob 

them of all those t hin0 s : ich to t em re dearer than life it elf. So th 

are on a dozen battlefronts tod~y all over the 

For they love America th a boundless love. 

olbe, fi~hting _or orica. 

American Je·s, of course, h~ve an es )ecial reason for w nting to fight 

and fi ht • rd in this war, not only bee use the love erica .: th a 

love; for all the gifts of freedom and opportw1ity hich it veto them and 

also u.ve to all other ?80ple, but also because t e ei. y hich eric is 

fighting today is in a s">ecial sense the bitter s orn enemy of the peo le of 

Israel, an en • y det rmined to annihilate the J 1ish peo_le from off the f ce 

or thee rth. Hitler hates everyone ho is not· G an. B the h· tes ith 

lin especial mad, blind and furious hatred, t e Je• s. Other peoples Hitlar ould 

like to con uer. The Je is people he is determined to destr y. And so there 

is an especial re son why our son· are det-rmined to fi ht tis war and· hy it is 

fi hting so valiantly and 1th such high distinction. 

I came across the other day a very , .. ovi • letter written b the famous 

Jewish novelist and writer, Sholem Asch to his son who had enlisted 1n the 

service. I ill read it to you because it is s o characteristic of similar sen i ents 

of hundreds and thousands of people. He rites this letter to his son& 

"Of course, mother and I re heart )ro en when "'OU returned to us rom 

New Haven, and when you declared ith hapµy ·nd sLinin eyes th· t you had been 

accepted in the rmy. Still, at t e same time, I am ve~' happy and ver roud 

that now I have t o boya in the service of t e United .:::>tates. And I cti.nnot explain 
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the re son ,hy this has .rompted a recollection of ··our first entcrin~ t1is country 

s a child of five. I remember taldn you b • the hand ·.. en I ~e to eet ou on 

board t e ship. 

ear nd wonder 

Your 

t the s 

lso 

ark 11 ttle • 8 ' es ,i r a $ . nin .:,O bri0 ht as you lo ked in 

scrapers .d t.e Statue of Libert. I rec 11 your skin me 

d st tues of • i b rt~, t o i~ich I replied t ·1c... t .... rh ps if other countries 

t ey had, but for this as t e only SU:..tue of Liberty. 

" erican has m 1e ou lev 1 heir o hr rich estute. She h s iven 

ou j ·story und ancestors, s 0 es ~nd ~-1nts. Your love or justice, your e erness for 

righteousna~s, our unders·andin of ot er µeo}le, J Our love for beaut, our 

devotion to nuture - all tut you h·ve, : e h·s besto ed on you. 

"e Jes are en ged int.is ar r ot onl because of our h tred for the 

enemy which h~s risen to annihilate ur existence, but fr t e love of our erica 

and for everythin.., for ;hie she • nds. That is h I .nt '"ou, hen ou e 

lcarnine to kill, to remember to love; in your tred of the ene1y, love hu;nanene s, 

nd love our brot er s ldier reJardless of his r· ce or reli 0 ion. 

"Ev· r since I came to America I av. been looking or an op_ortunity to 

ex. reus crratitude and affection for h ... t I see in erica. It hasn't b,en my 

rivile e to y my debt in physical service . I believe I ha e tried to ma~e oy 

contri ution towards the merican Ideal b t in to bring about~ better under

standin ... between Jaw and Christian throll6h their co on religious inhe"itance. 

I bell ,ve I serve erica b. serving humanity. Still, I re·ret th t this 

o .. ,ortunity to fight ,hysically for arica s been denied me. I consider 

myself serving rica thr ugh you and ur efforts. But you, my boy, re not 

alone in the service, fo your parents ho love ou are ·th ou. All our 

ancestors are .:th you, not only toe of old, rom your biblical foret~thers 

down, but those ncestors hom ou have accepted · ith this country - these new 

patriarchs, shington, Jefferson and Lincoln and t.e ancestors ho endured t ' e 

autrering ot \llley Fore am those resting in the fields or Gettysburg nd 1n the 

Forest ot rgonne. Be ot good cheer and e happy you serve _Am rioa." 
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This sentiment, I am sure, is in th ,. arts of 500,000 American Jers o are to-

day int e armed services of their country, a h lf million o them. They re iving 

an excellent account of themselves •. any of them have b9en decoruted for dl tin -mished 

service. any have fallen on the fi ld of h ttle. an ve been wounded. T ~ e ~·oung 

Jews kno ho tor 6ht. 'l'hey re tie heirs to the accabees. They belon to a 

i)8ople ,'l o ve 1 ys known o ·o fi ..,ht ph •sically, ith hysic .... l . ons, ith 

s iritual weu~ons. In spite of all persecution and all terror, they h ve had 

and unyieldin steadf stness to an i deal, to cause, to a conviction. e ve 

known ho., to fi i ht froi the days of Joshua, t e days oft e Laccabees ·hen our 

people defended t .eir beloved ho, eland ·_,a.inst t he Romans. 

The f mous Jarshal o~ Fr nee, Louis Hubert Consalve Lyautey, the soldier 

who s the foun er of the French No. frican Empir~ pxta■a one or the greatest 

milit · ry eniuses of FrMce in tne last century onee wrote this hbout t he Je· s 

as fighters, 

"Little Judea ,ave Rome more trouble t '1an 'aul. The empire d to keep 

its best legions in g rison there, le' ion th t were ~orely needed else here: 

B tavi, Nervi and Calta. The Jewe Here a restless cro d. They had nev r, ou 

mi ht say, never, you he r, disarmed mor lly. They h· d flown : nto the t · ce 

of A syria and Babylon and~ ypt, pitched ti emselvea insanely a inst those 

mighty empires. ·They had itched those colossi to. le into the abyss or history ... 

The ere ai tin" no fr chance to throt off the ioman Joke. The ·ere run tic 1 

patriots. _.e sometimes t lk or the Jews i1S a. )80iJle without cowitry, a >eo le of 

nomadic wanderers, but e forget thi...t the Jews defcrrled o ... r 1 rrl th a heroism 

and desperation seldom witnessed Wlywhere else. They never r si ned thems lves as 

the Greeks did, for instance, to the loss of their national independence. hy, 

the var; presence of Pil· te in their ho~ city as . rovoca tion to them. Thf'Y 

had mad~ him ~ep the emblems and banners of the empire outside the city. Think 

or it, keepin the s cred ea lea of Rome from a con uered cityl The would have 
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thrown themselves u=->ainst Pilate's legion with their bare hands, had t 1e overnor 

dared to set up an ltar to Caesar in the temple courts, or in the rdens round 

the Jahvistic s nctu ry.• 

This re 1st ce of the Jews or old a0 ~inst t he mi hty Em~ire of Rome took 

the Romans six years und t heir mi 0 hti st le ion to finally bre k the milit ry 

res i stance of the Jews. It is not uni ue in our history. Some d y the story 
last 

ill b told or how Jews efen ed t o th~1 m&.n .e hetto of lursaw, of how 40,000 

of t.'1-i em perished in the only mass revolt of coo uered eo.)le in ti 1 r , nd h they 

held t bey the mi ,.hty • err.iacht for 42 du ... s of ho.. the ·:Jehrj.o re. t hurled t an , 

incendiary bombs and used thousanis f machine uns and ' and renades to reduce 

house after ~ouae street after street, of ho· this ~hetto was defended b , civilians, 

of how t e hetto as converted into one seething cauldron of flame until th re 

reraained in is hetto only one four-story bulldin on top of which there ved to 

the v.er last the white am blue flag or tne J e s of ars • 

This is how Jes fight, wh tner it be a civilian or u soldier. Th -re re in 

this r, on the side of th United N tions, today a million d halt J i h 

soldiers, those of the United S tes, those oft ovi t Union, t.ose of Gre t 

Britain, Canada, South Atrica, the Free French, the Free Netherlands, the Jes or 

Palestine - a million and a half of t.11em - all on t he side of t he Ja.llies. No 

Jes are fighting on the side of the Axis, and e are roud of this record. 

For whil e have heard much in the last ten e rs of ·10 : things re being done 

to the Jews, how ey are bein massacred, and dispose so and riven into 

exile, the ful l story of ho. the Jes are hittinu back t t e enemy is just 

be inning to be told. e re not an an lto0 ether w ak and helpless ople.· 

The erican .eople is sending its youth to wur • oth rs, t th rs, 

wives, s ethearts, brothers aln sisters r send . their e r nes to r. 

The ~ric n ople is re · ring itself tor whatever sacrifices it will veto make. 

Unfortunate~ we will veto make m ny such sacrifices. The erican people 11 

I 



not complain of these sacrifices if the , do not rove to be convenient sacrifices. 

The erican people is prep·red to 6 ive ofits blo rrl seat and of its te·rs in 

the war provided these ~ ill help to cement a better orld so _th;.. t each succeeding . 

gener tion hereafter will not be bro en on the bl od r heel of ·,ar, a better orld 

free from a6gression d inv·sion hich driven· tions to mad c petitive a ent 

a better orld ' ich will be free from t ra n , diet torship and cone ntr tion 

camps • nd tort1Ee che.mbers and ref ees, a better world r ich .. ill be free from 

hate and ruce conflict and poisonous ropa~anda of these o ers, a better ,orld ioh 

ill be free from racism, e curse of the 20th century. 

te are sending our en into battle. lho ' re t '..ey? Remember t:-ieir names. 

Why they come from a hundred races and eoples and n ti .Jnalities. The nam s tell 

the story, the v riety ot racial hich have one into the co posi ion 

of this re t and fine er·c rmy - British, Scottish, Slav and Greek, am 

Catholic and Protestant and Jew - an rm or I! ... races fi• htin to destroy 

Nazis, r~oism in the orld, he icked conce~t t · ton race is suJerior to 

all others an t· -tall others must be subJ tad d s me must be estroy 

in the interest of one. 

The American peo;,le wants better ~-orl ,h rein there ; ill be a return to 

the exalted traditions w ch have characterized our remL;.rkable istor, for one 

hundred and fifty ·-ars - e.ualit, love of people - theso tradt.ions ihioh 

inspired h 0 gh hope d he enter rize of our peoJle :n eve. gene tion. 

To achieve th t blessed objective, the ~ oric·,n p1■,- peo le is reconciled 

to th dread obli · tion to pour out the rich red blood of its yoath. 

The American people would find itself · nd it ould feel itself cruelly 

betrayed if these multit\dinous sacrifices of the secoirl orld • r, am the o~t,:>ouring 

ot substance and 1th results in nothin0 ore~ an the re-ar. an·e ent or some 

plli tiou.l bowxi rids of t.-:-ie Old lorld or 1n the Pacific, reaul ted in nothin more 

than in the setting up of new balance ot po er or a ne reign of mi ht to be 
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tumbled down in another ifteen or t ent ' a.rs . The r ican .. eopl ould _ eel 

itself outraged, if as result of this ar a ne r ·roup ot war-time )rofiteers would 

coverbg up their sh eless reed ith cloa.:ic of social retenses, and ith the aid 

of a collabor· ting ress. The erican peopl would feel itself cruelly betruyed 

if fter this ar in eriod of reconstr ction t.ere would set in an int ns· ied 

bitter cilss stru0 gle or a 1.eo-F scist reg1 e in c u.ntries includi 

tod y fi hting Fascism. 

our own. ic re 

The eri~an eople .ou.ld be aorel betru ed if after is war it finds 

itself surrounded~ instead of t e old orld h treds an t e old ·crld intol nces 

with movements of discrimin~tion alXi persec tion ich h ve ~red and defiled the 

life of this re· t coW1try. 

All of hich, 

men at the fr nt • din 

ue· fri nds, is uite sai le. 

camps ur le t 

ur mil io s of y un • 

hav ... t eir own &J J i nments, imperious an 

t1in ~bout this. They 

• ch t ey ill perf ca 

who re ain behind can do v rj much bout it. In fact, that in glory und honor. 

is our chief a~si nt and I afr id thut e • re iot fully matchin up this Job 

of keepi Ame ica safe for Alllericans, of aepi the spi it of merica inviolable. 

hat this • ar demands of us civilians ho remain at ho e is ne utpouring 
for 

or spirit, u nel crusade for old ,un ricanism,/justice and fa.ir ..>lay and good ·ill, 

tolerance, ive and take - victory on the • ttlefront, i . ~ured. T e rice may 

be high. But e are prepared nd re dy to pay t e pr~ce .•.. 

e must retain th t sense ur ur0 enc, t1~t er~istence in idealism ich 

allne can save all 0£ ur fi tin en • o ii.re fi hting for ua. "e must not rmit 

ourselves to ro eury. e must try t atct in our d 1ly lives, 1n t tasks 

•hich e, veto erform visavis ovemm nt our er·ca:1 institutions, and in reli ion, 
.2lll. 

t~another, ht spirit of s crifici l c adeship hie characterized uwiacan l, 

Salerno, Tarawa. 

Only a moral re ener tion, y dear friends, cun s v ua. Only a apiri tual 
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conversion 1111 achieve for the m ricn peopl.., t t treed om, j w , brotl1erhood 

th t all of us so heartily lon for. So t this mo ent, Ye • r dedicut the fla in 

honor of 552 men and omen hom ou have sent from ·our homes in dis nt rts ot 

tne • orld to serve in all capacities. 

e pray silently and deepl in our h rts fort ese .en ho ure f hting 

today all over the orld, on land ands and in t he air, hose fine coura0 e and 

s c ificial loyalty re sheltering us, t e i 1e hold de r d t e threutirled 

sanctuaries of mankind. 

·,ie ray th t e ho re in ehind may find dev tion and u patriot:sm to 

match t ' eir ~elflens braver7 arrl ~he coura et be 

hioh tis rave hour y place upon our shoulders . 

: thout u.rmur the burdens 

ay e ull le rn t accept sufl'erin, d be brc.1ced fr t e loses 

perilous ttl s t o come, know re test n • d diocipline. 

of tl e 

This 

hour, so fraught with destiny, s 

renunci tion and to acri.ice . 

ons ow ,:J d o li~e, to re·tness, to 

Int ra io h ur, hen the .Jrecious bloo of our y ·..1th, is , ein cured out 

withou stine or me sure, all ~reed 

~ defilement und descrati n, ort 

e pru. th· t our hearts may be 

"' self;_ hno .1s, all lust f r u n t..nd ,t>ro it, are 

f us a tir re· t mer:cun trad:tion. 

SJed cle·n of l cl.as h tred, of racial 

and reli ious rejudi ·e, of bitt er i)Olitic· l parti anship ,· ch : ava d.:af1 - ured 

the lives of so many n~tions in tie, undermined t -ir oli t..rity nd spiritual strength 

and hurled t · em into t e dis stars of sec nd ' rld. • r. 

e ray t t od my eild and halt r our beloved ones, ~r t nto them 

and unto our beloved countr.;r s edy victory rid ce. 
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100 YEARS OF B'NAI B'RITH 

THE social vision twelve men exer

cised a century ago under the then 

vastly different condition of Ameri

can Jewish life has in the intervening 

year borne a rich fruit in the welfare 

and values not only of the Jewish com

munity, but of our entire country. It i 

with a natural pride in chi record of 

achievement, and with a confident hope 

for later harvests of usefulnes , that 

American Jewry greets the one-hundredth 

anniversary of the founding of B'nai 

B'rith. 

In 1943 the Jewish community of 

America numbered appro imately twenty

five thousand. About the only forms of 

organized Jewi h life were the syna
gogues, thirty-four in number, and a 

few burial societies. There were no phil

anthropic or educational organization , 

nor were there any facilities for the as-
i tance of immigrants and for their in

tegration in the community life. Even 

thi mall group of Jews were divided by 
their varying religious complexions and 

their sentimental allegiances to the coun

tries of origin. The Portugue e, Dutch, 

Polish, English, Bohemian and German 

Jews not only found no unity in their 

common Judaism, but on the contrary, 
divided by a bitter hostility which threat

ened to stifle at birth a ection of Jewry 
which, then as now, wa the hope of 

.Jews throughout the world. 

There was fortunately in the atmo -
phere of the young America a stimulu 

to the spirit of far-seeing men which 
made this condition unendurable. Henry 

Jone , himself an immigrant from Ham
burg in 18 3 0, recognized the ills which 

had to be cured and forevi ioned the ben

efits which might be encompa sed. He 

as ociated himself with eleven other men; 
and together they founded B'nai B'rith 

on the broad platform of Jewish Unity. 
Jones apparently knew well the individ

ualism of the Jewish nature; and, rec

ognizing it, proposed the establi hment 

of an organization which would promote 
among its con tituent member the freest 

expression of their own ideologies, while 

at the same time joining them in one 

broad group which could imultaneou ly 

work for the general intere t of the en-

By WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 

tire community, regardles of ideology or 

idio yncracy. Thi ideal i faithfully e -

pre cd in the preamble to the first con-

titution adopted by B'nai B'rith: "B'nai 

B'rith ha taken upon itself the mission 

of uniting Israelite in the work of pro

moting their highest interests and tho e 

of humanity; of developing and elevat

ing the mental and moral character of 

the people of our faith; of inculcating 

the pure t principles of philanthropy, 

honor and patrioti m; of supporting sci

ence and art; alleviating the wants of 

the poor and needy; visiting and attend

ing the sick; coming to the rescue of 
victims of persecution; providing for, 

protecting, and a i ting the widow and 

orphan on the broade t principles of hu
manity." 

A mere tatement of only a small frac
tion of the activities of B'nai B'rith from 

its earlie t years will how how faithfully 

the ideals of its founders have been im
plemented by their ucces or . In 18 51, 

the Order formed the Hebrew Agricul

tural Society to timulate land settlement 

by Jews and in the same year opened 

Covenant Hall, the first Jewish Center, 
and Miamondes Library the first Jewi h 
library, in cw York City. In 1857, the 

Order appropriated the fost funds for 
anti-defamation work. In 1861, in re

sponse to the need of the country, a 

Chicago lodge recruited and equipped a 

company of Jewish volunteer for the 
Federal Army. In 1863, B'nai B'rith be

gan its program of orphan care which 

ha ince re ulted in the e tabli hment of 
a number of plendid orphanage . In 
1870, when pogrom broke out in Ru

mania, the Order procured the appoint

ment, by Pre ident Grant, of Benjamin 

F. Peixotto as American Con ul-General 

to Rumania and through him helped ma
terially to alleviate the conditions of our 

Rumanian brethren. In 18 81, a relief 

fund for Rus ian immigrant was estab

li hed followed in 18 8 3 by the fir t em

ployment bureau for such immigrant . 
In 1894, the fir t technical and manual 

traming chool under the au pices of 
the Order were opened in Philadelphia. 

In 1899, the ational Jewi h Ho pital, 

today one of the foremo t Tuberculo i 

anitaria in America, was initiated. 

Four year later, in the wake of the 

Ki henev Ma acre, the E ecutive Com

mittee of B'nai B'rith enli ted the aid of 

Pre ident Theodore Roo evelt and began 

to timulate an intere t which eventually 

re ulted in widespread American indigna

tion and help for the victims of the po

grom . (It i noteworthy that American 

attention to the tatu of the Jews in 

Ru sia was not temporary. It continued 

to a point where in 1911 Pre ident Taft 

abrogated the Ru ian-American Com

mercial Treaty becau e of di crimination 

against Jews.) 

B'nai B'rith's fir t World War record 

of recruiting, refugee re1icf, providing 

equipment, and Army and avy enter

tainment wa a splendid one. Following 

the war, hundred of thousands of dol

lars were ent by the organization to Eu

rope for continued relief work, and hun

dred of war orphans were adopted by 
the American lodge of B'nai B'rith. 

It is intere ting to note the gradual 

change through the year in the geo

graphic origin of B'nai B'rith members. 
It early formative year coincided with 

the failure of the abortive German Revo

lution of 1848 and the con equent influx 

of German immigration to this country. 

aturally, the earlier members of B'nai 
B'rith were in the majority German 

Jew ; o much o, in fact, that the earli
e t meeting of the Order were conducted 

in German and it wa only in 18 5 0 that 

the fir t En.~li h- peaking lodge wa 
frunded in Cincinnati. A the years 

p.. ed, however, and the immigration 

tream drew in people from all of the 

countrie of Europe and changed the 

comple ion of the American Jewi h com
munity, o al o in B'nai B'rith its mem

ber were to be found among Jews of all 
type of origin and of all form of Jew
i h religiou observance. It is a happy 
circum tance that at the clo e of it first 

century of ervicc, B'nai B'rith can re
port to the community that today it 

Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 
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numbers \7:000 • JeWish men, women 

and youth who are representatives of 
every class economically, of every group 
politically and religiously, and of every 
shade of opinion socially. Divergent, 
however, as they are in these matters of 
attitude and opinion, one unity keeps 
them to~ether - their devotion to the 
spirit of B'nai B'rith in its "mission of 
uniting Israelites in the work of promot
ing their highest interests and those of 
humanity." When it is remembered that 
the e men and women are leaders in over 
600 communities in this country (as 
members of more than 1500 lodges) then 
the realization becomes instant of B'nai 
B'rith's tremendous beneficial power in 
the formulation of policy and achieve
ments in program for the welfare of our 
people and our country. 

* * * 
IT 1s not possible, in the limited space 

available for this review, to give more 
than an outline of the earlier develop
ment· of B'nai B'rith. We prefer to lay 
emphasis on its present structure. (It has 
been said that the golden age is always 
in the past; a recognition of the needs of 
the moment, however, and a devotion to 
their fulfillment is equally important.) 
Among the outstanding services of B'nai 
B'rith, in addition to its philanthropies 
( numberi~g five orphanages, a home for 
the aged and two hospitals) are Aleph 
Zadik Aleph, Vocational Service, and 
Hillel. A. Z. A. i the youth movement 
of B'nai B'rith. Its primary purpose is 
the training of young Jews in the high
e t tenets of Judai m and the best prac
tices of Americanism. Its program is as 
widespread and varied as its ideal and, in 
the pre ent days of war and stress, its 
teaching ha borne fruit on every front 
of patriotic service. Hundreds of A. Z. A. 
youth are in the service , and some of 
them are already numbered among Amer
ican casualties. They have participated 
in all of the Civilian Defense activities. 

In every way they have repaid to the 
community the investment which B'nai 
B'rith has made in them. By the gradua
tion of A. Z. A. members into the adult 
ranks of B'nai B'rith, the Order has in-
ured a continuation of their interest and 

a life-long utilization of their training 
for the benefit of the country. 

Vocational guidance represents a real
istic recognition of the necessities of the 
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American scene. Annually, hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish boys and girls leave 
their schools and their homes for the pur
pose of entering commerce and industry. 
There are a number of factors which 
make such transitions especially difficult 
for these young Jews. Economic limita
tions are the barrier in some cases; anti
Semitic handicaps hamper others. B'nai 
B'rith, through Vocational Guidance, has 
ought to implement a program whereby 

young people can be fitted for jobs and 
jobs can be found for young people. The 
first effort along these lines was the estab
lishment of the Hebrew Agricultural So
ciety in 18 51, followed about forty years 
later by vocational training in Cleveland. 
In its modern form, on a national scale, 

the service is about ten year old. The 
organization i nation-wide and is car
ried on both through the local lodges and 
the larger district groups. The service 
has affili:itcd it elf with ynagogucs, com
munity center , ettlement hou cs and, 
generally, with any Jewish organization 
through whom it can reach the individ
ual Jewish boy and girl. 

There is in prospect a tremendous job 
for service after the war - a ta k for 

which pbns are even now being formu
lated. It is realized that demobilization 
will bring back to the civilian commu
nity many thousands of teen-age boys 
who before their entry into the armed 
services had no opportunity to fit them
selves for civilian work. B'nai B'rith has 

SHOLOM ASCH WRITES TO HIS SON 
The following letter was written. by 
11ovelist Sholcm Asch to his thirty
tbrec-year-old son John, now in train
ing at Keesler Field, Miss. - Ed. 

"QF COURSE, mother and I were 
heartbroken when you returned 

to us from New Haven, and when you 
declared with happy and shining eyes that 
you had been accepted in the army. Still, 
at the same time, I am very happy and 
very proud that now I have two boys in 
the service of the U. S. And I cannot 
explain the reason why this has prompted 
a recollection of your first entering this 
country as a child of five. I remember 
taking you by the hand when I came to 
meet you on board the ship. Your dark 
little eye~ were shining so bright as you 
looked in fear and wonder at the sky
scrapers and the Statue of Liberty. I re
call your asking me if other countries 
also had Statues of Liberty, to which I 
replied that perhaps they had, but for us 

this was the only Statue of Liberty. 

"America has made you a legal heir of 

her rich estate. She has given you history 

and ancestors, sages and saints. Your 

love of justice, your eagerness for right

eou ness, your understanding of other 

people, your love for beauty, your devo

tion to nature - all that you have, she 

has be towed on you. 
"\Xf e Jews are engaged in this war not 

only because of our hatred for the enemy 
which has risen to annihilate our exis-

tence, but for the love of our America 
and for everything for which she stands. 
That is why I want you, when you are 
learning to kill, to remember to love; in 
your hatred of the enemy, love humane
ness, and love your brother soldier re
gardless of his race or religion. 

"Ever since I came to America I have 
been looking for an opportunity to ex
press my gratitude and affection for 
what I see in America. It hasn't been my 
privilege to pay my debt in physical ser
vice. I believe I have tried to make my 
contribution towards the American Ideal 
by trying to bring about a better under
standing between Jew and Christian 

through their common religious inheri

tance. I believe I serve America by serv

ing humanity. Still, I regret that this 

opportunity to fight physically for Amer

ica has been denied me. I consider my

self serving America through you and 

you: efforts. But you, my boy, are not 

alone in the service, for your parents who 

love you are with you. All your ances

tors are with you, not only those of old, 

from your biblical forefathers down, but 

those ancestors whom you have accepted 

with this country - these new patri

archs, Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln 

and the ancestors who endured the suf

fering of Valley Forge an,~ hose resting 

in the fields of Gettysbur~ and in the 

Forest of Argonne. Be of good cheer and 

be happy you serve America." 



Died in Service 

SERVICE FLAG DErylCATION SERVICE 
Sunday. January 16. 1944 

John Cleveland, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Friedman 
Berr.a.rd Fields, son of Mrs. Bernard Feigenbaum 
Riahard .A.. Fishel, son of Mr. and A!rs. Clarence Fishel 
Jerome S. Rose, son of Mrs. Albert Pocrasa 
Lawrence Silberger, son of Mr. and .rs. Samuel Silberger 
(Sidney Bapaport-}---

ounded -
William Fields, son of Mr. and Mrs. Saul Feieenbaum 
Albert Kronheim, son of Mrl and Mrs. Jacob Kronheim 

r Bernard Sperling, son of Mrs. Leon Sperling 
. t\. ~~eonard Wolen, son of t.rs. Lillian olen 

Honored ~ 
Bernard Fields, son of Mrs. Bernard Feige~baum 

Purple Heart (Posthumously) 

Sgt. Fred H. Goldstein, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Goldstein 
Distinguished Flying Cross; Air ledal 

Capt. Albert S. Kronheim, son of ,{r. and Mrs. Jacob Kronheim 
Purple Heart 

Lt. Richard r. Sloss, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Sloss 
Distinguished Flying Cross;~ J..ir Medal~ o•il&s1 awwie 

,::::. ~ 

Chaplain1 
Morton C. Fierman, son of Mr. and 1.!rs. Sam Fierman 
Herschel Lymon, son of Dr. and Mrs. I. Lymon 

Blood Donors 
10 times: 

(1?o Qhap1ain lP1el'ftiafi) 

I rs. Morton l3ialosky (M) 
Mrs. Harold Weinstock (TWA) 
Elmer Kramer ( ) 

8 times: 
Georgene Solomon (TAA.) 
Albert Federman (!) 

Other WarJ.ctivities 11v <u 
T . . A. - ed Cross - From May 1, 1942, to Bee.-2il, ]943. B,000 articles, including 

demolition gloves, knitted goods, articles of clothing, surgical 
bandages, etc., were made. 

Citations: 
War Bonds - Third War Loan Drive 

Mrs. David. ~an V".#UI- l 
rs. Leonard Bialosky • 

Temple Women's Association 

Guard of Honor 
Corporal Edward Gross, Army 
S-3/C J. Harmon Cohen Coast Guard 

(Seaman, third class, 
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

10 :30 O'Clock 

SERVICE FLAG DEDICATION 
Special Service in Honor of our Temple ten and Women 

who are in the armed forces of our country 

RABBI SILVER 

will speak on 

'-'AMERICA-- \VE GIVE 0 1UR YOUTH'' 

Friday Evening Service 
5:30 to 6:00 

Saturday Morning Service 
11 :15 to 12:00 



THE TEMPLE BULLETIN, published 
weekly, except during the summer vaca
tion, by Tifereth Israel Congregation, 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road, Cleve
land. 0. Rabbi Melbourne Harris, Editor 
Harry A. Levy, Sec'y. Subscription price, 
50 cents per annum. 

Entered as second-class matter Nov. 12, 
1931, at the Post Office in Cleveland, Ohio, 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

A Service of Tribute 
546 Temple men and women are 

now serving in the armed forces of our 
nation. Many of our boys have dis
tinguished themselves by their valor 
on the battlefield. Many of our mem
bers at home have made distinctiv 
contributions to the war effort. 

The Sunday Morning Service this 
Sunday will pay tribute to these mili
tary and civilian achievements. A 
beautiful flag, bearing the number of 
Temple men and women in service, 
will be appropriately dedicated and 
hung on the Temple Altar. Citations 
of honor will be presented to several 
of our members for outstanding work 
on the home front. 

Invitations have been sent to the 
families of Temple service men. A spe
cial section of The Temple will be re
served for them. 

The service will commence at 10 :30 
o'clock. Members are requested to be 
in their seats before the service begins. 

Men's Club to Hear 
Congressman Weiss 

Congressman Samuel A. Weiss, of 
Pennsylvania, will be the guest of 
honor and speaker at the Temple 
Men's Club Stag-Smoker on Tuesday 
evening, January 25th, at 8:15 o'clock 
in Mahler Hall. Congressman Weiss 
has distinguished himself in both na
tional and Jewish affairs. His address 
before the Men s Club will deal with 
the timely theme, "Congress,- the 
War and the Peace." 

A delightful program of entertain
ment will be presented during the 
evening. Members will have an oppor
tunity to fraternize and enjoy an 
intimate hour of fellowship. The 

meeting is open only to members of 
the Club. 

Dr. Silver's Lectures On 
Zionism Now Available 

The two lectures which Rabbi Silver 
delivered in The Temple pulpit on 
''Zionism-What It Is-What It Is 
Not," have been published and may 
be procured in the Temple Office. 
There has been a wide demand for 
them. Members may wish to procure 
a number of copies for distribution 
among their friends. The booklet con
taining the two lectures is priced at 
twenty-five cents. 

High School Luncheon
Theater Party 

Members of the Temple High 
School are looking forward to their 
second social affair of the year this 
coming Sunday, when they will meet 
for luncheon after their class sessions, 
spend an hour dancing, and then ad
journ to The, Playhouse. The affair 
will be in charge of the Student 
Council. 

Alfred Benesch Honored 
The Temple expresses its congratu

lations to Mr. Alfred A. Benesch upon 
his election to the presidency of the 
Cleveland Board of Education. Mr. 
Benesch has been a member of the 
Board for eighteen years, having 
served previously as president in 
1933-34. 

Mr. Benesch is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of The Temple. We 
wish him continued success in his 
new appointment. 

~bt ~tmplt jllrmorial ~ook 
Mr. Marcus Feder, Jr., has 

inscribed the names of his be
loved parents 

ADDIE R. FEDER 
MARCUS FEDER, SR. 

in the Temple Memorial Book. 



HONOR ROLL 
TEMPLE MEN AND WOMEN IN SERVICE 

Twenty-second List 

There are now 546 names inscribed on our Service Honor Roll 
Pvt. Jordan C. Band, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Band ............................. Army Lt. Richard B. Fisher, son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney L. Fisher ........................ Army Pvt. Myron J. Friedman, son of Dr. and Mrs. Henry Friedman .................. . . .. Army A/ C Arthur P. Goldner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Goldner ...................... Navy A/ C Ira H. Gordon, son of Mr. and Mrs. David P. Gordon ......................... Navy Sgt. Robert Lappin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Max Lappin . ...... . ...................... Army Chaplain Herschel Lyman, son of Mrs. I. Lyman ...... ............................ Army Pvt. Cecil S. Maurice, son of Mrs. Saul Maurice ................................... Army Charles R. Norberg, son of Mr. R. C. Norberg ..................................... Army James Norberg, son of Mr. R. C. Norberg ......................................... Army Lt. Eugene Weisenberg, son of Mr. Adolph Weisenberg ........ . .................... Army Lt. Lester Weisenberg, son of Mr. Adolph Weisenberg . ................ . ............ Army Pvt. Arthur W. Wolfson, son-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Morton Koblitz . ................ Army 

The Temple Gratefully Acknowledges 
The Following Contributions 

To the Sophie Auerbach 
Scholarship Fund: 

In memory of Mrs. Ernestine De
Groot, by Mrs. S. Dancyg,er, Mrs. 
Bertha Friedman, and Mrs. Henry 
Steuer. 

In memory of Mrs. Marie Falk, by 
Mrs. M. A. Krichman and Miss 
Gertrude Woldman. 

In memory of Mrs. Addie Feder, by 
Mrs. Henry Auerbach. 

In memory of brithday of Rabbi 
Moses J. Gries, by Mrs. Henry Auer
bach. 

In honor of 70th birthday of Samuel 
Gross, by Mr. and Mrs. Carol Levi
son. 

In memory of birthday of Helene 
Reichman Himmel, by sister, Mrs. 
Earle Behrens. 

In memory of Mrs. Rosa Hir
scheimer, by Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Lowenstein. 

In memory of Mrs. Arthur Kahn, 
by Mrs. Maurice Filston. 

In memory of Mrs. Gertrude Miller, 
by Mrs. Henry Auerbach; by Mr. and 
Mrs. Benjamin Lowenstein. 

In memory of Pvt. Jerome S. Rose, 
by Mrs. F. H. Heiber, Mrs. R. Jas
kulek, Mrs. Regina Loveman, Mrs. 

W. H. Loveman, and Mrs. Nate 
Weins,tein. 

In memory of Samuel P. Schoen
berger by Mr. and Mrs. Irving Heller; 
by Mr. and Mrs. Carol Levison. 

In memory of Jacob Weiskopf, by 
children, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Weis
kopf. 

In memory of Mrs. Arthur Wilkoff, 
by Mrs. M. J. Beatus and Miss 
Martha Silberbach. 

In memory of D. J. Zinner, by Mr. 
and Mrs. Irving Adelberg. 

To the Library Fund: 
In memory of Albert Berg, by chil

dren, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Weiskopf. 
In memory of Mrs. Matilda Gold

rich, by Dr. and Mrs. Charles S. 
Adelstein. 

In memory of William Hopfman, 
Jr., by Mrs. William Hopfman and 
Bernice Hopfman. 

In memory of lgnatz Klein, by son, 
Capt. William A. Klein. 

In memory of Mrs. Rachel D. Levy, 
by daughter, Mrs. Sam Freeman. 

In memory of Herman M. Sill, by 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Adelstein. 

In memory of Bennie Waldman, by 
daughters, Mrs. M. A. Krichman and 
Miss Gertrude Woldman. 



THE FOUR FREEDOMS 
Excerpts from the address delivered by Honorable James M. Mead, U.S. Senator 

from New York, at The Temple on Sunday morning, January 9, 1944. 

The Four Freedoms, the inspira
tional outline of the ideals for which 
we fight, are the banners round which 
oppressed humanity has rallied the 
forces of righteousness. Down through 
the ages, in man's ever constant strug
gle to be free, great strides in human 
progress swiftly and surely followed 
the publication of such documents of 
liberty. Magna Carta and the Declara
tion of Independence were mighty 
weapons in the hands of courageous 
leaders, weapons more powerful than 
trained armies. In I the American 
Revolution, General Washington per
severed to victory because his men 
were fighting for the recognition of 
self-evident truths-"tha.t all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalien
able rights, that among these are life, 

To the Flower Fund: 
In memory of Adolph Friedman, by 

Mrs. Lester Kahn and Mrs. A. J. 
Miller. 

In memory of Mrs. Essie Gilmoure, 
by Mrs. Sam Newman and Mrs. Ella 
Rich berger. 

In memory of Mrs. Hattie Miller, 
by brother, E. S. Goldstein. 

In memory of Dr. James Stotter, by 
Mrs. Alan Ahrens and Mrs. H. H. 
Felsman. 

In memory of Mrs. Arthur Wilkoff, 
by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Weiskopf. 

A contribution by Harold Fallon. 

Jn jlltmoriam 
The Temple records with deep sor~ 

row the passing of 
SAMUEL SCHAUL 

and extends its condolences to the 
bereaved family. 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 
This was the message which fortified 

the colonists, gave strength to the 
ragged Continental Army, and which 
inspired the heroic military and naval 
exploits now familiar to every Ameri
can schoolboy. They gave their all, to 
secure these rights. The founding 
fathers of our Republic, Thomas Jef
ferson, Benjamin Franklin, Madison 
and Hamilton, and all the rest, in the 
face of what seemed insurmountable 
obstacles, forged the Constitution in 
the name of Liberty. 

Today, under the banner of the 
Four Freedoms, we hope to enlist the 
support of the persecuted minorities 
of the world, to the end that they too 
shall be free. Freedom from fear and 
freedom from want must be made 
realities for these unfortunates. Mere 

~bt <lrtmplt -emorial JSook 
Mrs. Samuel Gerson has in

scribed the name of her beloved 
aunt 

JENNIE WODICKA MERTZEL 

in the Temple Memorial Book. 

it{Je Qremplt jllemorial }Uook 
Mr. Harry A. Felber has in

scribed the name of his beloved 
mother 

MRS. ANNIE FELBER 
in the Temple Memorial Book. 



promises or empty phrases are not 
enough. We of the United Nations 
must implement our promises with 
actualities, deeds instead of words. 

Today, the most serious challenge 
to the fulfillment of the pledges of the 
Four Freedoms is the problem cf the 
Jewish refugee of the old world. The 
Hitlerian persecutions in Nazi Ger
many and the satellite countries have 
reduced the Jewish people to bondage 
and misery. They have been stripped 
of their worldly goods, driven from 
their homes, separated from their 
loved ones and deprived of all means 
of livelihood. To them, the clarion 
call of the Four Freedoms promises 
succor. We can be sure that this call 
has traveled with the speed of light 
through the walls of silence which sur
round the ghettos and the concentra
tion camps of the old world. These 
innocent victims of a cruel barbarism 
patiently await the fruition of the 
program which they have heard will 
set them free. 

The task which lies ahead is two
fold, material and spiritual. The mate
rial aspects of the task can be fulfilled 
by bread. We have mapped out an 
elaborate plan in conjunction with 
other member nations to supply food
stuffs and clothing to victims of the 
war in Europe. The plan is underway, 
in the hands of competent leaders. As 
individuals, there isn't much we need 
do to further this cause, except to con
tribute to the material welfare of our 
nation. But bread alone cannot save 
these victims of intolerance and race 
hatred. All of us can join in a broader, 
a moral venture, designed to reveal 
to the world the contributions which 
the Jews of Europe are making to 
victory. The world is informed of the 
splendid contributions of the Poles 
and the Czechs, the Greeks and the 
Free French, and the underground 

workers in the other Axis countries. 
Too little is known of the resistance 
of the Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto; of 
their participation in the underground 
movements of the conquered lands; 
of their activities in Greece and Crete 
and in North Africa. 

We can strike a telling blow against 
Nazism and Fascism if we but only 
record the accomplishments of the 
Jews of Europe, the first and foremost 
victims of intolerance. Anti-semitism 
was the vehicle by which Hitler 
dreamed he would conquer the world. 
At home, he expected racial pride to 
rally round the banner of racial su
premacy, while in other countries he 
hoped, by anti-semitism, to divide 
and then conquer. These assaults upon 
the Jewish minorities of Europe sym
bolize for all decent people the essence 
of the tyrannies we are fighting to 
destroy. 

As the Jewish people of the old 
world were the first victims and shared 
in t he insatiable demands of war, it 
should be our united determination 
that they likewise share in the exciting 
rewards of peace, that they enjoy the 
benefits of the new world we are deter
mined to forge out of victory. 

We can no longer remain silent in 
the face of these realities. To the Jews 
of Europe we must give words of en
couragement. We must let them know 
that they, who have been reduced to 
such distress and misery, are once 
more human beings in a family of 
peoples, equals in a world of equals. 
In our work of rehabilitation we must 
speak forthrightly and courageously. 
To you, the Jewish people of Europe, 
we must say: the Four Freedoms are 
meant for you as well as for all other 
peoples. We are determined to give 
you those opportunities which you 
have for so long been denied. We are 
determined that you shall, as iqdi-



viduals wherever you are, enjoy equal 
rights with all other individuals. We 
shall make certain that your rights as 
a minority group are respected, wher
ever you establish such rights. 

But are these promises enough? 
Will the expression of these general 
platitudes rectify the wrongs that 
have been visited upon our Jewish 
brethren of the old world? No, we 
must go one step further and use the 
full strength of our moral and i::olitical 
suasion to open the gates of Palestine 
to the homeless and stateless Jews of 
Europe. 

At the termination of the last war, 
under the Balfour Declaration and the 
League of Nations Mandate for Pales
tine, it was the intent and underlying 
purpose, based on the historical con
nection of the Jewish people with 
Palestine to reconstitute Palestine as 
the Jewish Commonwealth. This ac
tion was wholeheartedly approved by 
a majority of our people as indicated 
by the unanimous approval of Con
gress in 1922. 

The program held great promise, as 
an international covenant with the 
Jewish people, founded as it was in 
justice and charity. The labor and 
sacrifices of the Jewish people in re
building their homeland fully justified 
the dreams of the sponsors of this 
democratic ideal. In the short space 
of twenty years the community flour
ished from a tiny settlement of some 
tens of thousands so that last summer 
when I visited the area it was a thriv
ing and modern community of more 
than half a million. While other 
nations were bent on destruction, the 
citizens of the Jewish Homeland made 
the waste lands fertile and brought to 
that hitherto backward territory the 
miracles of modern civilization. They 

not only provided a place where over 
five hundred thousand souls enjoyed 
the Four Freedoms, but Palestine 
became a haven of safety for all Jews 
deprived of any of the freedoms in 
their native lands. They knew that 
they could find sympathy, shelter and 
understanding in this historic center 
from which sprang our modern civili
zation. 

The gates of immigration to Pales
tine are now closed. They are closed 
against the millions of Jews through
out Europe driven from their homes 
and uprooted from their occupations, 
who will have to be resettled. Pales
tine, alone, will have the will, the 
capacity and the eagerness to absorb 
many of them. These people have a 
moral and a legal claim to the lands 
now denied them. 

We, in America, individually and as 
a nation, cannot remain silent in the 
face of such injustice. In building the 
peace it is a major concern of ours 
that the Four Freedoms and the prin
ciples of democracy be applied every
where, to all peoples. Over twenty 
years ago we expressed our support of 
the Jewish National Homeland as an 
act of justice and an act of faith. 
Today that support must be renewed 
as an act of common sense. What 
happens in Palestine will decisively 
affect our fortunes in war. Its future 
will be intimately related with our 
fortunes in peace. Therefore, we in 
America must rededicate ourselves to 
this cause, to the end that the gates 
of Palestine be reopened immediately 
after the war to large scale immigra
tion from European countries. If we 
fail in this endeavor, we have not an
swered the agonized cry of the most 
martyred of peoples, and the promises 
of the Four Freedoms then become 
meaningless words .... 




