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SI l TE 1S I TO u'EPE 
. 

By 
Rabi bba Hillel ilver 

t 
The Terr.ple 

On 
Sunduy morning, Febru~r) 17 ,144 

• 



In tne last fe months I ha.ve spent consider ble time in the Citr of 

uashington , t e capital of our country . I a re 1 sense it is not only t e 

ca.pi • 1 of the ni ted btu tes . The eyes of the entire ,, or ld c..re u on it . The 

decisions :1icr c:..re w.:.de t ere todu , in tnat cit on the otom· c • y af ... ect the 

lives nd the fortunes of t.e people on the outer o trims o tne earth . Every 

h .an proble, ever vroblem revolvinJ Qround t e reconstruction oft e ,orld 

fter tne ·ar, all proble s of n tion&l rehabilitation relief sooner or 1 ter, 

are cnanneled throu6h the ci tJ of , shi O ton . ;, nen one ,) tunds on one of 

the hills overlooking tr e city from t .. e ni h steps of one of its monumentE-1 

buildin s, one is inclined to peat tne silent pr ·er ~nut t e pil ri J re e'ted 

hen they stocxi on one of e hills overlookir~ t e &ncient city of Jeru ~lem : 

" r • ye for tne people of Jerusalem. rosper all . " 

,·ashington todll.y is, of course, a. ver · cro··de cit . It nas been said 

that it hus doubled in poµul .... tion due to the ·r. It is said to be a cit , of 

almost a million . nd ~is ru.id increase in opulation has of course cre~ted 

for the city numerous problems in tra.nspom...tion, housing, recre~tion . It is not 

an easy city in •·hich to live toduy . It is tne very nerve center of the 1;:oole 

v· st v.ar effort of our c untr"'· , ith its countless and be ilderi g dep· rt e ts 

11rmy, ·a , iiirforce, , r rodu ction 

·ashington is a city o~ ~ar . 

oliticul .·arf· re, Civili obiliz- tion . 

And ever here one sees .en and women in uniform . n yet it is not a 

militarized city by any me·ns . The dominant note of 1ashin0 ton is not· m~rtibl 

note . The capi ,al of the nitbd 0t· tes has fortu • tely ret~ined its civilian 

en· racter . Its moods and uulit · of life i e • itely th· t of a lay 'e ocr· cy . 

It is beautiful city groving· i cn, .. rm an stutline~s . ,onumental struc ures 

're inc re-- sing almo t mont b· month addi to t e splendor of tl e city . 

Constitution venue and Penns•rlvani venue are lock after block glorious 

ith imposing classic structures . Ones ·nds in lost admir tion ·l.most 1ith a 



feelin of awe before the ne~ structures built in recent months and ye~rs· -
• building 

the Jefferson monument, the 1 ellon • tion&l ,useum, tne nev Supreme Court/of 

the United St· tes are excellent .examples of classic • rchi tecture . 

And yet ashington is not an over- po erint, city . It is not a seething 

industri 1 metropolis ,•,ith towering sky-scrapers . There is no studied effort 

on the pa.rt of the city to be sm&rt, or polished, or ultra-modern, or over-bearing, 

or cosmopolitan . There is much tht..t is leasant, pr ovinci 1 about ~,ash·ngton -

homespun, much th&t one associates Qth any average Aineric n City in the forth, 

South, \lid e·st, or ·th native American w ys of life . 

It is, of course, a very tense and bus city today us you may ell 

imagine, a populution orkin6 una er pressure . It life is t ~ught ·ith a sense 
\ 

of emer ency . 

Ever ~one ilho goes to ashingto_!l goes t ,la.Shi ton, or ho is s anoned 

there goes there to do something of lesser or reater import~nce, something 

related to the ar effort . to tnc.. t end ever thing h· • to be speeded up and 

speeded up dthin a complex of departments or burec.uc;·atic ~roceedure, hich fre uently 

gets in the ay and tangles things u prettr badly . 
the 

The demands of ar-~ime tempo a:nd / custom ry pe&ce-time ··ay of doing 

thi s fre½uently come into conflict ith one another . any projects un ertaken 

of enormous, colossal size, important ~nd critical in the world have to be done, 

accomplished in the uickest possible time . . m.ny mist·kes are accordingly 

m'de . ~uch duplication is in evidence·. There i"' much v:i..sted manpower, money . 

And it is of course perfectly proper and salutary to criticize these ist kes, 

duplic~tions, wastefulness . Thut criticism is t ever safety valve of the 

democratic ~ay of life, the only y kno~n way to . But ones .ould 

not lose his sense of proportion in these critical scene . 

The job of running thew r, e tin out production, of putting armies of 
b·ttle-

millions of men in the/fields on all the continents of the orld, of putting our 
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navies on the seven seas &nd of u ting air fleets in 11 the skies - this 

stupendous job is being done . lo government h sever h·d ~uch a job on its h nds 

of such gigantic µroportions . This job, in s.ite of all t e lunders and red-
and costly mistukes 

t~ e,/is being done . One ou ht not to overlook the .uiet, p·instakirg, e ficient 

devoted labors of t e tens of thous nds t:.nd hundreds of thousands of . en and ;:omen 

int e ousand~ of offices ad bureaus and lt:.bor ~tories in !ashington, tne ·,ork 

of enbineers, scientific exerts economists, exerts and political ~dvisors -

that is nat will m ke possible he comi vi tory for us and the United N tions . 

Everybody ho wants some thin , goes to ashing . Foreign Gover .ent 0.ve 

there not only their vast Embassies or .inistries, but beet.use of t e •1c1r they 

have their added stc1ffs and increused number of agents . Each government curries 

on vigorous &.ctivities -- political, economic, otherv.ise on its o n behalf, to 
understa.nd 

serve its ov;n interests . these interests as you may ,elJ/, re of interest to 

other governments . 

The city is fullof re.resent~tives of all Kinds, of pre3sure-uroups, 

lobbyists of people or groups asKing some sµecial concess ·on or pr-eferen ial 

treatment . 

Ver r fe -of these 0 roups are r eully unpctriotic. 'hey love their country 

a.nd are one undred percent for the • a.r-effort. But each roup someho··· f eels 

that the ar effort . ould 1ot be hurt if a little extra gain is ccrued to its 

members or if its members ere taxed a little less or if the •:ere a.llo··:ed 

to ch rge • litle more . That is all t ey ·ant . E ch cuuse h sits spokesmr 

in ,ashin-·ton and every movement has its re
4
rese t tive or he~d u·rters there . 

In tne midst of this cit of strain nd feverish activity, t hore is also 

at work the Con yress of the United St·tes, the Le-islative ra ch of our government . 

Now Con6 ress is fre uently cri~icized, blamed so etimes s arply, bi terly, depending 

on the laws -,,,hich it enacts or doesn I t e a.ct, d the people ho f~vor or disapprove 

of them . Some ~re inclined to be r ther offh·nd ·nd supercilious about the 

Congress of the United tates, inclined o rite off the members of Con~re s as 
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incompetent or 1orse . I, for one, c nnot concur in such a ener~li7. ion . Th re 

·re, course, amon 0 the hundreds o en in the House nd enate some· legislutors 

who are incompetent ad 1.ho re unworthy, and there are a few vho are rec:1.lly 

dangerous em· gogues . But it is also true t1~t the lesisl· tive ~rocedure, the d~y 

by d~y fashionin of the la of our country is not ~lways a glamorous aff ir 

does no lJays m :bch our conception of a vit·l democrc..cy its oliticc:l • rt:i.so.nship 

is machine politics . The kite.en here the food is rep·red is not al·uys n 

appetizin place , nor i s tne food ·hich is pre ured there • l;"ays wholeso. e. But 

;nen one steps into tne ouse or enat and sits do·m und utches the apparent 

informality about it all, and •;hen one has to listen at times to s .. eeches thit 

are raither inspired nor •ell-informed one is inclined to become a little 

dish artened about it all . But here a· in one u t not overlook one must not 

lose si-ht of his perspective one must nev .r lose ight of tha dome of tte 

capitol against the s •w • ch hc...s s mbolized one undred and fift Jears of 

gov rnment, of a free and democr·tic peoole . A Con ress hich ism de of 

incom .. etents could not ht e carried trough this 0 reat nation throu6h all 

the triumphs nd ordeals and .. olitical tension t hese many ears to ·.reserve 

this 0 reat • nd free country . • 

ost of our legislators, both in the House ·rrl in the 'en&te · re pcttriotic 

and hard ,or.ld.ng nd conscientious .en . Some of them &re extremely able, extremely 

well informed and public-spirited . It • not alwa~s easy for I en i:x cl ~rged 

with the serious res 'mnsibility for makin lc1 s of the count r, to kno ,hi..t i. the 

best µolicy, nere decisions c~rry with them sch enormous consequences . But 

them jority ouldnever Knowin ly Sf.crifice the best ·nterests of their country . 

After all is said and done, they, the legisla ors in :~shington reflect the 

ericun .eople all of our own strength ad a 

we are not all angels . 

of our own ea esses . And 
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At e mo 1en~ the Con0 ress of t .e United .3 ates is moving quite aefinitely 

tow~rd the ight, not only the members of the Re ublic n , rty but also the Sou hern 

members of the uemocratic P rt are anti- e Deal , so much so th· t the emocr tic 

arty oul l ike to diaencumber itself of that label - ew De,.l - ·1hich l s heir 

battle cry only a few yer rs ago. 

On near ·11 items of legislation i vilving the mood & d temper of the 

e: Dec...l, t e conser atives DeI!10cr t will be found voting i th the Republic· n -

on the f ood subsidy at the moment, on the Feder 1 bullot for soldiers, on labor 

legisl t ion, on taxes. nd it is of interest v.nd \Orthy of some considerrtion that 

while Great Britain and Canada re 1oving tov,· rd the Left durin these \rv.r years 

our country is movin tov~ard the i ght . 

In the last few months, v,hil_ I was in , asnington off and on the 

Food uubsidy Bill s been the subject of r~t er bitter debate . The po:erful 

agricultural bloc wants t1e f rmer , to be able to se 1 their rcxiuce in a free 

ml.rket, a free market ,' ich ,, ans t .• t un er con itions of mr there ould be a 

sharp increase in the price of food. If focxi prices go up, r ~~l w ges come doi~. 

This int n mU,.;;.,t lead to i ere sed pre~sure on t e part of or~anized laoor for ~ e 

increases . Thus t he inflation~r cycle is about to be put in motion. ere the 

f .... rmer an underpprivileged earner in these United ~t tes th2re iou.ld perhaps be 

some justific·tion for t r. i ttacK on the Food 0ub"'idy Bill. But the facts are 

that the farmer has fared v~ry well in tne last year: Joseph F. Davis, director of 
of 3tan ord University 

the Food Institute; recently declared: "P r person on furms, the 194 net incone rom 

agriculture received b persons on f~rms is estimated nearly t ee ti es ~h·t it 

veraged in 19 5- 6, when, I repe·t, income p· rit r ~s offici lly defined as reached ... 

If b~nks, rail ·ys, public utilities, industrial corpor· ion or organized l&bor 

ere to claim th· t suc1 tre tlli~nt of tnem as just and desir·ble f~rmers could 

kmXU ho; 1 to high heaven in protest . " 

The soldier vote has been subject of ·ntense discu.,.sion during rect;n 

ee s in ashi !.f ton . The epublica.ns do not. -~ant a Federt..l ballot, th· t is to say, 
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most of them, and some of the Southern Democr~ts . The Republicans do not i·nt 

it .resum bly on t e basis of fear. They fear th~t the soldiers, voti O trough 

the Federal Ballot ~ould vote for President oosevelt if he runs for a fourth 

term. Some of the southern Democrats are op~osed to it ve.e ently bec~use they 

re fraid thc...t t i.e negro , ill n<.A.ve a chb.nce to vote - t nrough the poll tax 

e2.nd other forms of state legisl tion t"1ey' c&n devise -:·.ys to deny t e negro 

voter his con titution 1 ri6hts. The issue of st~te ri~hts .·s ee raised as a 

cloak to camouflage t he r 1 issue. President loosevelt spoAe up rece.tly nd said 

thut the stb.te ri~ht issue invoked in t11is issue is a fraud on the soldiers. 

The attitude of the present Congress to~ard La oor is e2.lso not in 

sympnthy ith the Ne Deal attitude. hOSt of the embe soft e present Con ress 
ould 

ould li~e to rohibit strikes and keep w--~ges frozen. Thut, ouldn't be bad. But tney/ 

let agricul turc.1.l prices zoom as high as tl ey can and •;ar profits b.S large s they 

can • i th taxes held down as lo· b.S t>Ossible. Thes c nfli::ting lines ma e the 

present attitude to; rd labor a ver r confusing and dubious und insincere ~ttitude. 

But compromises are likely to be orKed out hich wi ll not give everJone ,hat 

he hopes for, but ·ill perhups Kee thin5s on an even eel for the duration of the 

~ ar. 

I have been gre tly interested in the official attitude in recent 

months tm.ards 1roblems \ hi.ch concern me great de~l ~roblems ~hich af ect the 

destiny of the Je ish peo le in many &rts of the ¥orld . I had been as so ~any 

ot'!ers, r ..... ther dissc:..tisfied .ith the c..ttit e of officiul ,ti.snington to·ards he 

very 6r ve and serious Jewish problem :hich the .·r created, not ht riashin ton 

• s hostil~. Not at all. But th· t • snin0 ton as content to do as little s 

possible about it. There as the danger of the terri le Je ish needs ein lost 

in the shuffle, · sit .ere, being overlooked. e he2.d been receivi s eet and comforting 

ords for fe years no; from a.ny high o;.~.:.'iciuls in the ca.pi al of our countr . 

But little of a o3itive n ture was done to help our refugees to ~elp some of them 
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escape from the hells of l!iurope . One conference after another .. ,as held ·-;hile our 
in a 

people . e drovned / eaof blooo. und tens of tr.iousands oft.em ere foully put to 
tnrou5h 

death xJCi systematically and ruthlessly, while our 0 overnment / other Gre t 

Gove nments vere content to express deep re 0 ret and to do little or nothi ~ about 

it . 

But, under pressure of public opinion, I am ha py to s y t · ta ch·n e has 

come over official ,as_.ington . ecently a ,ar ef ee Board was created b· the 

Pr esident of the United iStc..tes, headed off b;, the ecretf!.r,.. of i,ar, the Tre~surer 

of the 0t te Department, charged with the responsibility to do c..nd as 'iuickly 

as possible, to rescue · s many as can be re~cue rom Hitler's mass annihilt..tion 

progr~m . This ar efugee Bou.rd has gotten un er way . It hopes to contact the 

underground movements in 1azi und azi ,&teJlite countries of Europe to see ho many 

doomed eople can be smu~gled out safely . It hopes to set up refugee centers for 

those ho can be cvacua..ted . It is on the alert no · to do something - as 1;1u.s not 

the case all through these yeurs of rv r . ;{e ,ere le to lieve thu.t reat things 

ere being done . Gre t thins .ere mot done . Inf ct the unfortun' te stbtement 

recently made by rec enrid ge Long which :as calcu ted to ire t .. e irr.pressi on t • t 
refugees in 

the United 0tdtes had done enormous thi 1 s for/ ~zi turned out, upon close scrutiny, 

the very reverse -- th· t tens of thousands of refugeLS could h&ve come to the 

United t·tes under the existing laws but because of red tape were denied thu.t 

sanctuary and refuge . 

hen our troops• landed in No . ri ca, in It er ia • it 'M.1.s dis covered thc:.. t 

the Jews had been deprived of their French citizenship ·hich had been given to them 

seventy-five years ago by Cremieux t.1.Ild 1, .. ich the Vichy overnment abror --ted: You 

ould think that our Government ould, un er the st~rs ·nd str·pes, see to it that 

no dis rimin£..tory 1 ws ·ere enacted . '' • t rn.sn't the c· se ' t all . All kinds of 

reasons ere given ~hy othing should be done - military consider ~tions, fear of 

starting up r bs . Only after persistent pressure not merely on our· rt but on 

t e p·rt of the Free rrench, the Cremieux Law was r e-instated . i hts of citizenship 
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•ere restored to the Je ,s of Algeria . The ·e ,ere no hrab u risin s . Tner e 'sn't 

a eep out of them . 

Simil·rly with reference to P·lestine our Government has f ollo ·ed i 

recent ye urs, a policy of collr oruting unof ficially of course •ith the · tittrle 

of tne voloni 1 Office ,·ith reference to Palestine -- nothir , to d • sturb t he status 

quo ith re ard to tbe "hite Pb.per -- because any attempt to do something about it 

ould arouse the nrabs . In fact, some months a[O it s .Jroposed, • nd about to 

be put into effect that an ifficial st· tement should be issued by our uovernrr1Jnt 

a d the z,ritish Government calli ~ upon Je,·;s to disist from discussing the ,,,-: o e 

si...h~ '!t u..-, it mi 0 ht endan;:,er t e milita ry of the \.llied .llrmy in the et..r East . 

Fort • t ely no such s .:... tement ·\!as ever issued . As a r esult of pres...,ure a a in t 

the ini uito s •hite Paper hich has a lread Jrohibited ha sr le of land in P·l stine 

to Je is s ettlers to an ins~gnificant area of that sm·ll coun ry, t ' e uttit de 

of the dministra.tion in 't ashinton has c an°·ed . 0 It ·s becoming more friendly , 

more uctively friendly -- it always has been friendl, never hostile -- but more 

·ctively cooperative in the t sk . s you know resol tions have been introJuced 

into t he Houc-e :.....nd 0ena te callin0 u on t e -> overnment ch r ged • ·i th t e res i,>onsi bili t 

of administering the country er the ti andate to open the doors of P~lestine to 

Jewish imni: ra.ntion and colonization to th end t a t the Je· ish Common-~ alth may be 

ultim tely reconstituted . 

I was privile~ed t atten and µurticip te int e he rings before the 

House orei6n .ffairs Cou.rnittee . I •as reatly he~r ened by t.e number of peo le 

from all w lks . of life , all creeds nh o a a ed efore the ou e Co.nmittee to expres-> 

he t; a . . roval of this esolution -- Jes, Christians represen ~atives of Labor 

churches , academic life experts of all kinds . The only eo~le ho a,p~t..red in 

o. pos • tion to the resol tion so far were tno Je s . The Cht.. • :n·i.n of t e foreign 

Affairs Cor.unittee ent on record vith t e st·tement t ·t of all the tele r~ms 

rece · ved from all arts of the countr onlY: two ·ere in op)osition . He told me 



-9-

who they • ere -- me 'yrian J e 'l • nd one ;-;:,..s bbi . 

I hope t • t these resol "' ions 'ill be L. roved b t e 1ou..:e .... nd t he ·en· t . . 

There ara man forces ·;. orkin0 u uinst these r~solut ions, behi .. he scene, n t rally . 

ttem
4
ts ill ne made to nullir; t ere ol· tions . It is im rt nt tn t ou rr. ke your 

o\m voi e he·rd to your o-.vn Congre~sm~n and venator . Th tis to exercise y ur 
your convictions 

.. rivile 0 e 'San eric ..... n citizen in conveying/to the repr: ent· t·ve ,•ho represJnts 

ou in tne Uongre~s =nd in~ e uenate .•••• 

Our govern ent under3tL..nds that t1e interests of tne Je· .. ish eople 

,b • ch nas s fered erha.ps more t an any ot er peo le in thl.s ., r 7. ose casu lties 

in the ,..,. r h· ve nm· run into :nillions cu1.not be i-·nored or si le-ste:Joed the.. t in 

t .1 e new rnrld :hich ··:e hope to reconstruct as a result of t e sacrifi es which 

,:e nd ot1er _t->eople are makinJ on the battlef • elds for j -tice and .Lreedom nd 

e~uulity, the right to live snall oe m~de for all eo le . The s· re rights, tne 

same freedom s • 11 be made --ecure for. this m rt red n terriblJ harr&.sse .Jeo >le . 

But :e mnt c...ctlon, and not erelJ e· pressions of go ill . I ~ve 

come away from eve visit hic~'l I have m:ide to 1 ·ashington increasin 1 , h artened 

by .,h& t I huve. seen , wh t l have hau.rd , by the peo le :it hom I contact . There 

·re ver able very co petent ver ' devoted n • triotic men in , ashin ton who 

re f lly tuare of tne grave res"' onsibilities hich rest upon them • • o h ve the 

vision and the outlook and determin tion to do hat they can do, ·ho ure determined 

to do all that t ey can possibl do for the future of .ti..meric~ an for the future 

of a. acef 1 or erly an just Jeople . 
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