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ON THE EVE OF INV SION 

Thou0 ht as Our Nation Enters the Final Phase of the 
·,·ur in Europe 

By 
Dr . Ab • . Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunduy morning, Februt-ry 7, 1944 
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Int e Book of Deuter o o , Chu ter 20, e read the follo ing: "hen 

t hou goes forth t o b~ttle ab inst ine enemies, and seest horses d ch riots, 

and a peo.le more than thou, thou shult not be afraid of t hem; for the Lord thy 

God is with thee, ho brou ht thee up out of the land of Egypt. And it ·shall be 

hen ye draw ni h unto b~ttle, tht..t the priest shall a . roach and spe k unto the 

eople, and shall s y unto them : "Hear, 0 Israel, ye dr nigh this duy to 

battle ain ~t )Our enemies; let not your h~ rt faint; fear not, nor be ularmed, 

neither be ye aff righted ~t them: for the Lord our God is He t t goeth ~ith 

you, to fight for you ·gainvt your enemies, to s· ve you . " 

Here on the eve of the invasion of \ es t ern Europe -- t he ti, .e t..nd pl b.ce 

of cource ill be decided by t he mil it~r y authorities - but it is gener lly 

agreed nd so announced th· t he inv~si n of , estern Europe \ill t ~ke ·ce this 

yenr, perhaps this Spring, er aps next week or next month. All prepar tion, 

·e re told, all this epar tion on a l · rge sc~le un recedented inv sion of 

the continent of Europe ,.-,ill go fo 6rd • nd h· s been going forward for some 

time . Vast, involved, intricade amBZl.ngly detailed plans have been erfected 

for the inv'sion. An ·rmy e like of hich mankind has not seen, e.uipt 

as no · rm h seer b~en e ui t before is tod~y )oised for t he final crushi 

asoault upon estera Europe. The Nazi citadel ill be attacked ~e re told 

possibly from many sides, from the West, the East, the outh, by land and sea 

and air . This ill be the hour of decision . The Nazis ill be destroyed. The 

United Nutions are confident of victory. 

But our mili t ur leaders admonish us , ho ever, thu t it ~·ill not be an e sy 

victory. It rlll be, in fact, a terribly costly victory, they i l l be as costly 

as som of the victories amazing acnieved by the ussians in this ,;ur. e re 

admonished ti.me and again of the German military might - th tit is not yet 

broken, t ' t it is still v ry po,·erful. The azis will hc1.ve had t • e to preps.re 

against t . e caning invasion. The enemy is c ning, ruthless, des er te and 

is likely to fight · th fury, g· bling on its last one chance for victory. This 



is definitely beyond its grasp, but a stale- ..... te is ',hat they wish to achieve, 

to make invasion so covtly in human lives for the Allies thut t hey ill be 

prepared to consider a negotiated peace. 

·eve have been told to prep&re ourselves spirituall for severe losnes 

nd any casu lties a1d our exp riences onSulterno, It ly, nd on the beach

head t Angeo only re-enforce this ad onition , hich has been given to the 

merica.n people. 

1944 is to be~ very hard and tr ing year for our people nd for all 

Allied eople. The Wc.,.r ill come much closer to the hoL1e and hearts of our 

eople than ever before. 

In ancient Israel the priest as summoned to address the ~eople • t 

such a tiffie on the eve of an inv~s ion, on t e eve of an attack. This priPst 

was design ted as t he "annointed of war", the 'Ii r annointed priest. And he 

addressed the people, say the Rabbis, in the hol~ tongue because of the 

solemnity of the occasion and because of the essentially spiritual messuge 

which he brout:,ht to his soldiers on the eve of gre t • ttle. The rr,essa.ge 

I read to you this morning consists of two rts: 

(1) This war &nnointed riest counselled the people not to be 

intimid&ted b. the superior forces of the enemy. " nen thou goestforth to 

battle gainst thine enemies, and seest horses, and ch~riots and a people more 

than thou, thou shalt not be afraid of them." Superior forces do not of necessity 

insur~ final victory. Thut has been proved time · Irl a ain in the ex eriences 

of many nations. In the earl d s of this w&r, hich is now entering its fifth 

year, the azis counted upon their superior forces and their re ~rkable pre ·ration 

for the war to score t em final victory. In their earl blitzkriegs, you ·ill 

recall they ere better prepared. Their ·.-;ea ons ,, re mightier a.nd more modern. 

Their tanks and dive-bombers aai ne~ tactics of ·r-fare surprised lind over helmed 

one count fter another. 
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They on one b~ttle after another ~nd they con¼uered one count fter 

another. But they filed to in the ·art lhy? Because t hee is 1 1 ys something 

else upon , r.ich foe ode errls exclusively upon mi~ht nd su.eriority of 

armed forces does not calcul~te on. There is al;ays something else hich that 

foe does not t ke into ccount, an impon er&ble factor against ·,r ich planes, 

t ~.nks nd guns are in the last analysis, ralpless. Th t some thing i pondera.ble, 

spiritual ma.de itself manifest at Dunquerke, 0talingrad, in our om country after 

Perl Harbor, a certain spiritual obstinacy and indomitability, hard granite-

like moral sense, cour~5e which invincible, against ·hich pan ~er divis ions 

hurled t :.emselves in vain. 

The "war a.nnointed" priests told their people about this unique imponderable 

spiritual reality hich iill stand b., them in their hour of great tribulo.tion. 

He used religious teminology. The rr.eaning as clear. He told bis people that 

there as someone fighting alongside of them who w s never defeated . "Hear , 
0 Israel, ye draw nigh this day unto Batt le v.gainst your enemies, let not your 

heart faint, fer not, nor be alarmed, neither be ye afraid of then, for the 
He 

Lord, your God is/that goeth ith you, to fight for you a inst your enemies to 

save you." The high priest did not cull the uttention of the soldiers ubout to 

murch into bat le to the strez,gth of t e enemy, . the eupons, s ords, ch .. riots. 

ot tit all~ He called attention to a spiritual reality hich abided in their 

midst ·hich would fight with t.em and for them and which would save them. 
to battle 

Whl1t is it th· t goes with our fighting forces/tcxiay? ·niut will go with 

them after they invade the Continent of Europe. I think there will go along 

with them the memories of Lexington and Concord, Valley Forge, the Spirit 

of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States 

" ' e hold these truths to be self-evident~ th tall men re created e ual, that 

they a.re endo ed by their Cre tor ith cert- in unalienable rights, th't wnong 

thee are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Ha pines." There will go with 

them the lnpsiring presence of a • ashingtal a Jeffte:?Soo, aFmnkl.in, the r6cious spirit 
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of Fat her brabam who spoke of a "government for the people , of t he people and 

b the people," - the stern, im ssioned tread of pilgrims, ion ers who sou -ht 

freedom and dignit in the . ilderness and c~rved a high1a for a free people. 

Accompanying them will be t hat invincible and uru ~iling nd uncon ~uerable 

gr aciously beloved spirit of .fi:raerica -- tolerance, good ,,. ill, f &.ir pl y s uare 

de ' l, t he outreaching for human br ot erhood nd the spirit of hw1anity. These 

will be t he t hings w' ch ill go with t hem, fi uht for t hem against t heir enemies 

and to save them. 

The 11 , ~r annointed _priestn r e inded t 1e soldiers acing n5 er: "For 

the Lord thy God i s with thee ho brot thee out of the land of EgJ· pt." fuy 

did he re ·nd them of tha t articular episcxie in Jewish hi s tory, hy of all 

/ t he stirring moments in history of our eople did he select t h~t one, wh· did 

he remind the men going i nto ~ttle t h·t "their Goo is t he God iho brou0 ht them 

out of t he land of Egtpt '" h~t he 1ished to remind t hem of is thut their Gerl 

.ras a God v:bo abhors hwnan slavery, ho \,ants men to be free , nd to str • ke out 

for freedom. Israel on the eve of war 1 s to be reminded of t he most glorious 

chapter in its history, when it knocked off t he s cldes of Eg ptic.:.n sl~very 

nd ent forth a free people, in uest of a ne land of hope · nd promise. That 

s an inspiring me osage ~iven to men going forth in bat tle. \'h 4t nobler reminder 

can be gi ven to our troops, soldiers ·nd civilians on the eve of a decisive 
our 

battle, than the recoll~tion of/most glorious c pter in erican history 

when our people knocked of f t e f oreign yoke d.t t he ver:y door of our n&tionul 

life and again vhen our people knocked off t he shackles of t he black m·n's 

slavery. 

Our battle cry, like the battle cry of old must still be "Freedom" ... 

e do not covet a foot of territor· in Europe. e seek no ·ealth on the continent. 

Our battle cry, that hich em t seek is freedom, for us, for all men, for the 
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weak as ell as the strong, for th -individual, for the individual child of God, 

regardless of race, creed, color - freedomt - freedom to live, to earn a living, 

freedom for a man to fulfil his destiny, freedom from oppression, from exploitation, 

fre edom from aggression. If this is not our b:::.ttle cry, e s~a.ll invade 'urope 

this year only to pour out t he recious blood of our sons. ~:e s~ ail.l achieve 

nothing but ruin, and bitter disillusionment in the end. 
for 

fuat are we invading Europe for? h~tTare we sending millions of sons 

over there, and the wealth of our ~tion? To defeat the Nazis, to be sure. That 

is the first step. That is a great end in itself. If t h re ar e not defeated, 

t hen ev rything is lost for us and for mankind. That is not enough. , e defe~ted 

t hese same Nazis under another n~ e t wenty-five years ago. e spoAe of t hem then 

at that time us the Prussian ;fun.kers. It is the same animal, the s me unbridled 

despotism, the s ame ruthlessness, the same disre6urd for hwnan life, the same 

contempt for everyone but himself ..• It is the s · e brute e lie ed t i1enty-five 

years ago. ,e have to do the job over again tod y. 

e re invading Europe to destroy a root evil, surgically to cut ~way 

a cancerous 6rowth which has kept Europe · nd the rest of the orld from settling 

down to those peaceful pursuits which alone can give mankind a better and juster 

world order - industry , trade, cultural activities. 

e re invading Europe to estro t e spirit of lit~rism once o..nd for 

all, the spirit of n~tional aggression, the lust for danin~tion. e c..re invading 

Europe to create per anvnt forms and instrw:ientalities and o. ortunities for 

intern tional cooperation in our ever field hich will render recurrences to 

war am violence ever ~ t enty to t ·,enty-five yee1rs unnecessary and impossible. 

, e are invading Europe to build unity in a shattered, scc1.ttered L-rxi chaotic world. 

Ard • e ought to ask ourselves 1 ... t this moment: Are .1e actually terding in 

th~t direction? From 11 indications about us, i that direction in which 

ankind is moving towards unity, to· ~11is the cre~tion of permanent intern· tional 
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forms of cooperation, tow~r s the uprotting of the s irit of militarism and 

aggre sion in the world? It is h~rd to s y. It is v~ry difficult to say . ~e 

are not tall sure tuttis actually the direction in 1hich ~e are moving. 

On t he me hand t ere is·every indication thc..t e re moving in th t direction. 

A fe months ago, in the city of Mos cow, representatives of four gre-t nations, 

the oviet Union, Great Brit in, the United t utes and hina met nd issued a 

famous decl-ration which if adhere ·to, will be one oft e few decisive turning 

points in human history. The agreed th·t "United action which they pledged for 

war vill be continued after the wo.r for t he organiz.:1 tion and maintenance of 

pe&ce and security." "They recognized the necessity of .,stabllshing c... t the earliest 

pr cticable date a gene al intern· tional organizution, based on the rinciple of 

the sovereign e½uality of all peace-loving states, and open to membership by all 

such std.tes, 1 rge and small, for the maintenance of intern tional peace und 

security." They agreed tat "pending the re-est bli ant of la and order and 

the inauguration of a system of gener·l security, they will consult nith one another 

and ith other members of tne United Nations, ith a view to joint action on behalf 
. 

of the co1L!llluni ty of nations." 

That is vision. The1t is r>romise and hope. Tha.t is he·rtening prophecy 

FOR THE FUTURE OF THE WRLD. That n1akes sacrilice worth r:hile . ·e o.re resolved, 

first of all, to ,age war together to the em. Tney have agreed to destroy 
to the 

Nazism, Fascism in the ,,orld, not to return • the S\ ord/ .. scabbard until that 

is done. They also agreed to bring to punishment those unspe kable human bests 
and appalling 

·ho have been responsible for these abhorrent/atrocities. They also agreed, these 

four great po;.ers, to collabor~te after the ar for peace, to ork together in 

the transition period , in the interim . eriod, to work together for the creation 

of a permanent intern· tional world-wide or aniz~tion. This opens up ne\ and 

wonderful vistas for hwnan life. 

On the other hand, one has heard rather disconcerting talk in recent 
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months, one has observed rather a·sconcerting acts which do not deepl y reflect 

the spirit of this OSCO ecl~ra tion hich open up r&ther discoura ing vistas 

of the whole orld, rather than the promising vistas of the new. e h ,_' ve seen, 

for example, unilut eral action on t he ~rt of t he ~ovi t Union 1th reference to 

Poland - I am not in a position to enter into the merits of the question or 

to declare that the Soviet Union is not ri ht and t ~t Pol~nd, or that the 

Polish Government in Exile is not right wh- t is disconcerting about this 

is the fact th · tit runs contrary to the a.greem..;nt thi.it "pending the re-est·blishment 

of law and order and the inauguration of a system of general security, they will 

consult ith one another c..nd 'ith o er membe .·s of the United Nutions, ith a 

view to joint action on behalf of the commW1ity of nations." Unless there is 

this joint consultation and joint action there c·nnot be the kind of orld 

wnich this oscow Declaration envisages. If p erful nations are to be permitted 
la 

to act unv\-,eral.ly ithout consul tion of others, t e .orld .·ill fast move back to 

bitter rival.ry and competition ... 

One hears t 1k about the absorption ot t nis s all st~te, th ts 11 

st te of the Baltic st tea into the Soviet Union. One he rs 1alk a bout dividing 

Europe into t ·,10 large spheres of i fluence - Eastern Europe, Southea.stern and 

Central Europe into the oviet Union and lestern Europe s the sphere of British 

infl.uence, one sphere coramunistically dominated und t he other sphere c pitalistica.lly 

governed. Such a division of Europe into two rival ideologies, competitive systems, 

is sim ly the prelude to a third ,orld war. 

One heurs talk about a regional organization of the world, the organization 

of the world through the ere tion of units, feder,,.tions of peoples, the Soviet 

Union as one and the rest of the world as ·nother linked ·ith democrutic Great 

Britain. 

One hears talk of an Anglo-Americun ai:tt:cmrd alliance for mutu 1 self-
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defense. 

11 of which have in them the seeds of future •·i...r ~ civil r nd of revolution. 

The organization of ankind • ter the ·a.r can be either a 'orld-·. ide, over ull 

organization, or it cc..n be not.hing. It can be either s~stem of collective 
or 

security for • llfit will be the old system again of roups of no.tions •;h ich will 

possess real or fancied interests try to make themselves ec e by e~ns of 

costly and never uite ade · u~te &rmament a5 ainst other groupµ of n tions, and 

thut system nas lways led in tne pa.st and must lw s leud in the future to 

war. 

The four great nutions hich are no crkin5 to6ether to win the ar are 

li ely to r1.m the danger after the i..r to reshape t e oli tical ap to suit t eir 

o·n particular interests, each thinking of its cr·n security in terms of milit&ry 

self-sufficiency. Now self-sufficiency is a reasonable attitude to take. These 

four nutions are bearing the brunt of the war and are making most of the sacrifices 

and after the war, it is re sonable they will look our for their own interests 

primarily to makethemselves secure against any future ar. I say this is 

superficially reusonable. 

But history has told usthat it is a narrow point of view. No nation can 

every be millt~rily self-su.fficent any more than any nution can be economically 
that 

self-sufficient. For it is only a orld or anizu ion/can make any nation, ho1ever 

great, ho ·,ever pov"erful, secure against war. 

The slo~an, therefore, as e invade Europe for the final show-down of the 

r should be in a very re listic ay: "Unity, equality and 1reedom", for all 

men, for all people -- "unity, equalit and freedom" are still t e glowing torches 

in this dark orld of ours, and our eric· n ideals, our religious ideals, they 

are the mly ide ls orth fighting for. They are the only ideals ·ch ill 

make fighting unneeeary for our children and their children to come after them. 

e must think in terms inspirin ly P,hr sed by endell illkie, "One ,orld", 

an or5anized "one ·,orldn or anized and self-gov3rned by las ~nd conventions of its 



-9-

own making, one orld e~uipted to defend these la ·s and these conventions by its 

om collective poier. ,e must think in terms of l~• ·nd order imposed for one by 

three or four great p:>wers, or prec riousl maint&ined b halo.need po·:.-er of 

counter-poised regions. 

e must think in terms of equality for 11 , tions s t o rights and oulit;ations, 

erha s ·th greater emphasis on n~ti..nal Svverei6nty for 11 nutions vithin 

di otinct limitations of inter national law and t h res onsibilities imposed b needs 

of orld community . 

.. e must think in terms of freedom, first of all for en ~ithin their r espective 

countries in ·hich t he·r live. No n· tion should be br .... nted n tional sovereignty, 

no n~tion should be al o ed to embrace t he privile6es of org nized societ of 

mem ership in tr e communit., of n tions 1.hich discl;'iminates ~g inst sections of 

its own opul~tion, on t he round of r ~ce, creed or color. 

It is an amazin t h ing ~hat in t e 20th ce tury v. e must gidn begin to 

think of freedom from persectuion, hich means e u lit before the law for all 

children of God. Yet the story of the last t·:enty e · r s in many sections of 
a 

Europe ar:d in the rest of t !1e world b.·-. s been/defiled and degr ded story of how 

human beings ere brut lly ersecuted, denied t he elementu.ry rie;hts of human 

beings, b ~ten down into humiliation and degracition because the · differed in 

race, religion, color from the majority population of one or another countr~. 

If ;e are to invade Europe to destroy azism and if our soli.ers are to 

come bacK onl to find our own countr • espattered ith intol"rance, made ugly 

b upsurgings of bitter, raci~l and religious ant ~onism the ·~r ill h· ve 

proved a mockery and sacrifice. 

The slogan on the eve of invasion still remains as iritual one - unity 

e ualit freedom. If therefore, ·&redl and consciously and purposefully we 

move for· · rd to these great objectives as our soldiers are made aware th~t these 

are things t hey ~re fighting for, if on the eve of invasion e consecrate ours lves 

to these spiritual objectives and will steel our hearts to sacrifices of this r, 
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we shall kno thut our sacrifices were n tin vain . 
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These ar~ definite oains and definite ste ping-stones to ~ romise and achievement 

in the tasks ybich lie ahead of us after the wc1r . 

Spiritually and ethic· 1)¥ the shape of things to cone is very blurred . 

One cannot forget that the last world war was f ou . .1 ht for the very same objectives 

as this war and against the same foe . The ~ar was won nd yet, following it the •orld 

entered one of the most disastrous periods in history, a er osir:eio:.111 and bl eob;mt pa»iel!t"J 

culminating in this secom world war . 

Why did victor lead to defeat? Not because the Versailles Treatf was vicious . 

It ms no better and no worse t: n similar treaties which are imposed bJ victors upon 

van uished . The recognition of the independence of Belgi , ?oland, Czechoslovakia and 

ustria, the ac~eJtance of the rinciples of the rights of minorities, and the 

establishm nt of the League of ~ations marked definite forward steps . The failure 

of the peace was due first to a lack of economic foresight . olitical self-determination 

was confused 1ith economic self-sufficiency. The f ilure was also due to defects in 

the structure of the League . The League w snot given ilitar po.er to enforce its 

decisions . The right of secession was reserved 

...tie as required for all impor t nt decisions of the hSSembly and the vouncil . 

The failure of the United ~t~tes to join the League was a nigh mortal blo, and the 

failure of Great Britain, France and~ e ot er principal si· natories to live up to the 

s irit of the covenant completed its ruin . 

It was this last failure - es -entially a moral one - the failure to as sume 

resJonsibilit for world peace or, having assumed it, to live up to it - which was IM

res onsible for the wreck of the first im ort· nt and romising experiment 

in world pacification . ~tatesmen called national cowardice non-entanglement, and the 

successive acts of betrayal of the League appease .ent, and so another .vorld war 
.• 

()JI,.. 0 
blunderingly concocted . rtions hich did not wish to intervene(\ or peace 

are now intervening in war and the peacemongers turned out to be the real warmongers . 
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hat will come after this ar? ill victo a ain lead to de e t? Thi will 

de )end largely upon the moral a tti tu le of the victorious Allies to· ards a revived and 

revised world union. 11 the ethl.cal romises of an llied victor.,- de end entirely 

upon it . 

Europe and other parts of the glooo will be rava5ed after the r . famine, 

poverty, mi~erJ and he.. te ·lill stalk over tne face of tne eart. . There iill be ruined 

economies, social collapse arrl revolutions in every defeated country - just as 

after the last war . ,1illions of people , ill seek new homes in .... orld ·hie h will 

be inhospitable to immigration. The 'ough of half the •,orld hich has been indoctrinated 

with the racial and n· tionalistic mythologies of dict~torship ill be spir~tually lost 

and unsuited to a democratic ay of life hich they had been tau ¥ht to bate nd 

despise . There will also be resentments, rivalries and recrimintions among the 

victorious allies - just as after the last a . ill the British mp:ile and the 

Union of Soviet ocialist epublics and the Unit ~d States of America sh re reconcilable 

vies on world reconstruction at the e ce table? ill tneir economic interests be 

compatible? And will the agree on the basic freedoms w "ch should be uaranteed to 

men and nations? 

Under t hese conditions the attempt to build a eaceful and table social order 

It is idle to a~sUine th:....t an era of peace and good will will set in right after 

the ar and as a sure conse uence oft e peace . The lonb protracted agony of our 

epoch iherein caJitalism is evolving into new forms,by way of a transition even more 

violent than that of feudalism at the close of e uiddle ~ges, will not end ith 

this w·r; for stable new economic fo s, compatible ith human fre dom and ~ecurity 

h&ve not yet emerged . The most that e can hope for is t ' t this war ~ill put an 

errl to politic=l ag ression and imperialistic adventure hich re anachronisms in the 

modern world, breeding 1ar, and fatally interfering with the efforts of peoples to 

make their difficult adjustments to the requirements of the ne technological age . 

The defeat of Hitlerism wi 1 give free nations a -~~-ce , ~only , .• u, • .u a chance , to continue 
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their planning and ex~erimenting for a more just social order which will combine safety 

with civilization. 

The peacemakers, in my jui 0 ment, will -not be able to solve all or r many of the 

manifold problems which will confront the world at the time of the armistice - nor 

should. they attempt to . Their prima concern should be to restore freedom to the 

conquered eoples, within regional economic blocs or feder·tions, to insure to all 

n~tions e 1ual ac ess to the raw material of the earth and to create t he effective 

safe~ards against future a 7 gression. This means a recreated League of ations 

structurally modified, backed b force and geared for action, whose member nations 

ill consent to a modified sovereignt and forego the right of secession -- a League 

,; hich will be empowered to review treaties from time to t • e and to rectify • hat time 

• ill prove necessary. 

,1~ <'-") 1 tis im ort&nt t ~t imrne:ately 

~iversally re-affirmed and re-establishedfRights 

fol o~ing this 1ar there be 

o:f wan, tha.t complex of human rights 
. 

which our country rocla.imed more than a century and a half t1go. The revolutionary 

heart of the Declaration of Indepen ence is the proclamation that there are certain 

rights belong to the individual b virtue of the fact t .at he is a child of 

God, and not merely a member of a society or a citizen of a state, and that therefore 

these rights are not subject to the veto ower of state or society . They are 

unalienable - the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of h~p.iness . In the 

last two decades, dict·torships both of the Ri 0 ht &nd the Left have repudiated this 

basically erican doctrine which derives directly from the 0 reat Judaeo-Christian 

religious tradition and hich is rooted firmly in the rich earth of Biblical doctrine. 

The cynical repudiation has led to a very cataract of disasters, and finally plunged 

mankind into -.... world for ~·hich is no. r· ging . Tn re must be a return to those ~~~-~ 

inalienable r·bhts oft individual after this war for~~~ 

and progress depend upon the acce tance oft is ~rophetic dogma . 

It must be ··ritten into t e constitution\ of every state . It mu t also be ritten 
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dee .. in the hearts of men . It is not an easy thing to do . But Vie ··re not de· .ing 

• here •ith things thL.t are easy . 

Before the rise of democracy in .. est~rn Eurooe, before the i ghts of 1,.an 

ere _reclaimed, individuals ,ere tre ted legally, socially and economicully not in 

relation to themselves but ,,i thin an associated lie, in relction to 

hierarchy, a feudal arrange .ent of soc· al life . It was rrom a long ex• erience ith 

t..his kind of s:>cial organization tnat e ve carried over the practice of jud,.,in . ., men 

collectively within fixed molds . Democr~c.: rediscovered the 

ho derives from his Creator - not from societ· or 

beingJ, the individual 

" - certain funda ental 

rights . The ·ndividual is not to be l ndica >. ed or for th t mc.tter, advantae;,.' the · 

fortuitous circumst nces of his class, creed or color . The ver genius of democracy 

is to treat ll' n on the basis of~ inherent humanity . 

The dictators int' e Old orld ~~ve used mi orities in their dirt ame of 

politics ~nd aggression . Tne aroused an capi ~lized u on t e historic • treds and 

suspicions of Jroups in o er tori e int 01er . Tne re~ctionaries an the F· scist-

minded individuals an:i groups in thi countr r ave also attem1 ted t o ex.t)loi t t ese 

rejudices ag ·nst minorities in an effort to destroy the solidaritr of our people 
• 

und to undermine our free institutions . Te ill become ver active again the day 

after the Armistice . 1e should be forewarned and forearmed . 

here will be greats irit 1 strain in our country after the war . Eras of 

reconstruction are dangerous eras . assions, hopes and fears run hi::,-h . The demagogues 

and tie political adventurers hope to f . dint e v~rJ fluidity of social for s their 

great o ortunity . Orthodox and ec..r-marked Fascist and J.;azi doctrines and sloo-ans 

ill of course be di~credited . Dogmatism generally , both of a political and economic 

crmracter, is li~ely to suffer eclipse . But this 1ili not precl e other ·ttacks 

upon human rights nd liberties er other guises and 1ith other catchwords , nor ill 

it prevent the recr esc_nce of igotry and intolerance which, for the dur~tion , have 



-5-

gone under- round in our land. The Ku Klux Klan as launchei on the eb ~-tid of the 

last war, and ~apitalized on the totalitarian ratriotsm which the 'i r engendered. In 

the severe adjustr ent ·whic:_ will follm the w~r in our countr" and ;hich ·ill robably 

entail eriods of infl tion, de ression and lbrt,e-scale unemployment ever r bcxiy , ill 

be looking for sea egoats . theirs alread well tethered in their 1·ck-ards . 

The hope, of cou se, is ~"""'_..,.~-...ii.:,~~--- t h~t these th ings ened 

t eir g ard ag inst their recurrence. 

eli _,ion mich h's so much • t stake in this war -
~\...4 

J "&n tradit' e - is ho_ing, though ~ ..... ~no assurance, -

that this ar , comirg so soon after the st will sober the human race so 1a t it 

v. ill f ors"'"ke the cynical and brut· 1 materialism . ich has led it from one uolcotha 

to another , a.nd will restore to res_J€ctabilit~- the eternal h • n ideals and the 

spiritual va es hi.ch ~lone give significan e to huha.n life . rteliuio ' opes t hat 

this war ,ill mark the end of t re ersec ~ions o aces an minorities , the 

exploitation of hates , the total subCTergence o_ t be i dividu 1 t the s t te and the 

narrow na tionalis \"" hich have mt.de in terna ti onul life ugly, mean and cruel. e • ion 

is hoping that the hard tasks of peace iill evoke t east some of those v;rtues 

hich fi6hting free men evidence in war - courage , resoluteness, self-sacrifice ~nd 

un ty. For we shall have need of an even higher order of spiritu~l fortitude , of : aith 

a d vision , fter the •;- r, if e are to conserve t hose values for ·, ich our contr 

is fighting toda and for ich brave men will die. 
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