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By 
Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

t 
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On 
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No Je 1ish holiday is as relev nt to the ex)erience of t:1e Jewish people today 

as is Purim. No Jewish holiday gives a message so a licable to our life as 

Purim. If you put Berlin in place of Shushan; the Third eich in place of ersia; 

Hitler in place of Haman, and make a few other minor changes in the Meggileh, which 

is read on Pu.rim, you have an up to date version, a 1944 version of that ancient 

story. 

In that distant day, too, a vicious and evil man, Haman,bloated with ride 

and boundless ambition, full of bate and jealousy, with a bead full of addled ideas 

about race and religion, resolved to destroy the Je ish race and erase its name from 

the face of the earth. And he employed all the wiles of flattery and deceit, all 

the avowals of love of King and country just as his descendants did in our day. 

He, too, announced himself as comin0 just in time to s ve .his beloved country from , 

the dangers rhich thre~tend it at t e hands of Je.s, this alien, dissident, disruptive 

peo le conspiring secretly to overthrow it. 

The day of the annihilution oft is eople as all setl The people wus doomedl 

But it was Haman and his vicious brood that were annihilated, not the Jewish people. 

Twenty five hundred years have elapsed since t e day of this venemous and frustrated 

anti-Semite whose !lcLtred of the Jewish people lifted him up and up to the gallows. 

And through all these t enty-five centuries, the Jews hom he sou~ht to destroy 

continued to live vigorously, creatively and has molded the civilization of 

mankind. 

Toduy, in 1944, e are on t'e eve of another Purim. Hitler is following in the 

footsteps of his ancient brototype, r aman, and interestingly enough, he kno sit. 

He ~uspects his doom, he the unspeakable fiend ho sle two million innocent 

men, women and children. 

I wotrler how many of you read carefully his lasts ech, the one elivered on 

January 30 on the occasion of the eleventh anniversary of the Nazis accession to 

power. If you read it you could not help but feel that that speech was the prelude 
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tea new Meggilah, a sort of preview of' his inescapable end. It is very strange 

to read thats eech delivered on wh tis clearly the eve of Germany's collapse, 

at a time when Ger any is facing disaster in the East, defeat in the ~outh, invasion 

in the ' est, and hell from the skies. Hitler could find nothing else to rave about 

in his address but the Jews. Twelve times in a twenty minute address he refers 

to the Je~s. Hitler knows that he has lost t..~e war. He lmows tu.the and his 

henchmen face punishment and death, and his sole consol ition, as he contemplates 

the inescapable future awaiting_him, is to quote his own worlds that "this present 

struggle will 11 ithin a fe years open the eyes of the eople about the Je ish 

question and vindicate the Nazi answer to it an the measure t aken to get rid of 

it as obvious and ell worthy of imi tu. tion." That is all he hopes to get out 

of the war. No longer con uest of the world. His one remaining hope now is 

that the present struggle ill open the eyes of e world to adopt the same 

measures that he had - gas chambers, slaughter pens, mass execution. His one 

drowning hope is tht tne millions of soldiers a r prisoners will become 

propaJandists for his azi Anti-semitism and carry its virus all over the world. 

But he is not quit~ sure oft at. He is not quite sure that this thing 

will actually happen. The Jews might achieve the defeat of Germany in this ar, 

a war hich he claims Je,s perpetrated against Germany. The Jews, he claims, 

have openly admitted their intention to exterminate completely the erman 

people. So there is a possibility, reading between the lines, that Germany 

will be defeated, and of course according to Hitler if Germany is •ereated, then 

the fate of Europe is sealed1 So, he said, and I quote is words: 
~ 

11 hen that 

happens, then Je ry could celebrate the destruction of Europe by a second 

triumphant Purim." 

Yes, r. Hitler knows his Bible, interestingly enough, not those portions 

of the Bible wher;Jiind t e Ten Commandments: "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself", or those sections of the Bible which k r spea o tola-ance, good ·ill, peace 
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in the world. He hasn't read them. But he lmows th eggilaht 

The fate of Haman haunts him - the shado of the alloNst How heh tes 

this Jewish people, and how he f ears them. And in his dying hour it is a ainst 

the Jewish people that he raves most. 

He has broken them, massacred them, exiled thea, he has destroyed tneir 

communities all over Europe, robbed them of all their possessions and t heir power. 

They should be finishedt One should now be able to for6et themt And yet they 

seem to rise like ghost to plague ~nd frighten himt 

And moret He knows th ... t these Jews are not ghosts. He recalls that their 

ancestors have stood at the graves of all of their oppressorst 

, hat went wrong with this Haman, he wonders. Uhu. t ent wrong with all the 

carefully laid plans again t the Jews? hy did this cunning, ruthless, po erful 
after 

Aryan, Haman, finally lose out? /he h d everything all set - after e had fixed 

the noose around the necks of all the J e ·,s in his Kin::,dom. hat strange po er 

lies in these accursed Jews, in these ferments of decomposition, t hese ~1ordecais 

and Esthers and all their kith and kin t h t they always succeed in outlivitli 

all these Hamans? 

These are dark thoughts. These are bitter thoughts to rwninate over for 

a man ho not long ago sat on the top of the orld, but ho is preparing himself 

tcxi y for the gallows. Yes, surely he is thinking of Purim. 

He mi ht have found his answer if he turned away from t e ebgilah to other 

parts of the dible. There is, for example an elucidating verse in the Book of 

Proverbs -- and these ·re the ords: "There ~re six things which the Lord hateth, 

• 

yea of which are an abomination unto Him - haughty eyes, a lyin toungue, and hams that 

shed innocent blood, a heart th t deviseth wicked thoughts, feet that are swift in 

running to evil; a false witness that breatheth out lies, and he that soweth discord · 

among brethren." 

, h~t a perfect picture of the Nazis. Ani Hitler knows, in his heart of earts 
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t hat he has been guilty of t hese aboain tions, and as f ar as t he secret of the 
that race of Mordecai ~nd ~sther 

indestrucbility of the Jewish people/is concerned, the uible too, might have 

given him the cue. He mi 6 ht have turned to t he Book of Job and recd this amazing 

verse: "Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Himt This is t he unconyuerable 

f ith in a God Who said "Do good a.nd live". The faith in a God •ho said: "Fear 

not, for I am ith thee" .. 

o, ins t ead of reading the B1 ble, he wrote ein Kampf. That ill drag down 

his country to defeat and disaster for gene ations. 

Purim reminds us th, t hate and bigotry and intole~ ance do not ~nicannot 
them 

h ve the last word in the orld. In spite of/their menace and dark and dreadful deeds, 

men rise to higher levels of good- ill and coope rQtion, and move on tone frontiers 

of human pro~ress. 

For every voice raised preaching hatred, discord and conflict, ther re the 

voices of reason and love, of brotherhood and fello ship preaching concord ·m 
unity. There al ays have been. Am in t he long rwi, it is t hese voices wh ich 

guide the progress of the world. I h~ve time ~nd gain used the occasion of 

Purim to call attention to these nobler voices which have spoken throughout the 

ages, and in all lands, for Tole . ance arrl Brotherhood. ~en who foui ht ~igotry 

in every field, and often at great risk to themselves, championed the rights of 

other men, not of their faith, their race or of t heir piilosophy. 

The last ten years has shown a wi e recrudecende of all forms of bigotry. 
fact 

In/the whole disastrous era between the two world wars proved to be the very seed-

time of human intoler ance. After the l~st ar hate began to be or0 anized, and 

idealized, had begun to be exploited as a means for achieving political power for 

n tional greatness. In our own country soon after the last ar we saw the rise 

of th~ Ku Klux Klan and Ford's campaign a 0 ainst the Jews in the early 20's. _Since 

t hen violent agitators of all v rieties, each with his own particular hate Nlade 
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its appearance, and numerous sinister organiz tions and h~te-mongering pamphlets 

and n agazines. vast and virulent camp i n a.s carried on in this countzy . For 

a time after we entered the w r these sowers of dis cord .,ere silenced. 'But t r ey r ve 

been proj ectin t h ems elves f or:,ard ain. Tn re have been terrible race riots, 

assaults on many groups in many pa.rte of the c untry, defacement ·rrl smearing 

of many churches -- the well-kno m brand of I azi gangsterism. 

imultaneously, also, there have been h ard in the midst of our land the 

authentic and impressive voices of men who raised t neir voices in championing of all 

th·t these sewer-folk would like to destroy-human brotherhood and equality. 

The great churchmen of all reli ious f uiths in merica nave s ~oken up in 

recent years because they sensed dun er to the ~merican way of life an:1 to humanity 

itself with the s read of te and intolerance in our midst. 

Recently there has been printed a magnificenti: article from the pen of 

rchbishop ~pellman wor thy of toe widest distri bution, called "Bigotry is 

On-American." This article is a tribute tote enerous and tole rant spirit 

of this eminent churchman and to the historic church hich he represents. 

It is eloyuent, forthright and challengin&. Th Archbishop spe&ks as one deeply 

sitted and concerned. He has recently returned from an all-round visit to the 

fighting fronts and he saw our soldiers lviing and dying together, united inspite 

of diver sity. Je ~s, C~tholics, Protestants, men livted up by one common purpose, exalted 

by a co .. illlon destiny, challenged by a conllllon danger submerging t heir differences of 

race and creed and color, and in the fraternity of COGlIDon danger, co llllon suffering 

and common struggle they learn to work together and love together. But not so 

on the home front • en our soldiers read of the people for whom they are 

fighting who cannot subordin te t eir rejudices fort eir country's ellf re 

they are bewildered. The Archbishop expresses his condemnation of such bi otry 

in the strongest terms. He rites: 

"ith all my heart, I deplore t e rowth of the cancer of bigotry enetrating 
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American life, shriveling imerica's heart, returding \meric 's victory and p . ce. 

For bigotry tmdermines the fund~mental principles avo~ed in the Deel ration of 

Independence, the Gonstitution, and the Bill of nights. These human and human documents 

ch rtered and charted a new way of living - the lmerican r ay. They ere a gospel 

of liber&tion and t ney are gospel of liberty, a roclamution of equality among men 

insofar as the protection of lif e and property ·s concerned. 

"If our country is to remain a human, humane homeland in ;orld ·here millions 

are enslav 4, we must be loyal to the spirit of those God-inspir d t"'rinciples on v·hich 

our governm ,nt as es tablished and has progressed. These principles Lre inconsistent 

with ~olitical despotism, r&cial prejudice and religious discrimin tion. 

"How, for example, does th~ bigot interpret the immortal Preamble to our 

Constitution? For the hallowed ·ords, 'a more perfect Union', he reuds disunion; for 

'justice', he substitutes injustice. Inste&d of helpin to 'insure domestic 

tra.n4uillity', he incites dom· .. stic strife. He s bot ges the 'common defense' a.nd 

'general el.fare', of the n· tion, ad inste·d of elping to 'secure the blessin s 

of liberty,' he sows the seeds of dissension and tyrW'lny. 11 

The rchbishop traces tne source of Bigotry to hate .... Love em races -mankind. 

The bigot is motivuted , whether he knoVis it or not, be hate. He ould l ike to 

destroy sombody, to hurt somebody, to misre re.sent somebody. He may be blindly 

sincere or maliciously insincere - the driving power behind him i s hate ... 

Tne .1.rchbishop deftly sketches the techni ue employed by every bigot. Falsehood 

vin , -the a pearanc es of truth, telling lie of ten enough tmtil even the ll· r 

himself will believe it." "His method is miarepresent,tion and sl nder .. He must 
says the rchbishop. 

stab, sash, sme~r and sneer,"/ And if you gather together 11 the propaganda 

of the centuries, not merely a ainst the Jes, but against other people and ot)Jer 

religions and races and summ rize them which the processes of the orld have been 

turnino out in such quantity it can be reduced to these few simble words: "Somebody 
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wants to stab someone, someone wants to slash someone, sombody w· nts tosmear 

someone. n ar," says the 11rchbishop, "has al ays been h re in these United 't • tes." 

"Bie;otry has al ays been here. /ar only gives it play. •ar-inspiredpassions ,arp 

the judgment of the Jess generous-he&rted and more selfish-minded among us and make 

t hem a rey of agitators ·,ho in more normal times, would lack an audience." 

"If ve incite, rticipate, or connive in violence againt our fello·, citizens, e 

are bad Americans. If we stir up, propa ate, or cherish race hatred, ·e re likewise 

bad J..mericans and traitors to American ideals." 

"If we are real Americ~ns, wemust _co-operate in checking the spread of bi6otry, 

which is u contagious, virulent disease. Hm:ever, it is not only patriotic to 

try to cure this diseLse, it is essential to do so if 1-<.merica is to remain American." 

"Now how cwi we cure it? Ho, c .n e check the spread of this disease? The 

first step which each one of us must take to elimina e bigotry, selfishness, 

harshness, inj.tstice, and contempt from the minds nd he rts of others is to make 

sure that they have no place in our own. Jes, Catholics, Protestants, legro93, 

each one should begin ith himself ~ith a process of cleansing each his o 

smo.11 and great rejudices which v e h· rbor und nurture. 

The C tholic Archbishop is well aware t~t there ha.ve been anti-Semites among 

the Catholics. And he says: "In these da s Catholics are freiuently accused of 

anti-Semitism, and doubtless some Cutholics ure guilty of it. That anti-~emitism 

is rong from a Catholic and humunit~ ian standpoint as ell · s from an American 

view oint has a:iJia:,:a been demonstrated cowitless times, in countless w· ys, by countless 

persons, so th tit may be jarringly repetitious to say it a ain. I feel, however, that 

for completeiess, I may quote from one ~uthority, the Pope, the highest authority 
before Hitler came to power, 

in the Church. In 1928,/Pius XI ordered anti-Semitism to be condemned clearly and 

officio.lly in these words: 

"' oved by the spirit of charity, the ~postolic See has protected the people 

of Israel against mjust persecutions and since it condemns all ~ealouay and strire 
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among peoples~ it hCCordingly condemns i th all its might the hatred directed against 

a people hich was chosen by God; that .particular hatred, in fact, ~hich tod: y commonly 

goes by the name of anti-Semitism." 

"' And on July 50, 1938, Pius XI said: 'It is not possible for hristians to 

take pa.rt in anti-Semitism. It is inevitable th~t any time ea and.on the life of 

the gospels, human lives perish. To rd the Israelites ~e re not only extremely anti

Christian and anti-civil, but inhum n. For t;em the misery of exile nd wtlawing is 

not enough; it goes on to pillory, beatin ~s; womxiing, and death. 1 " 

The 1rchbishop clalls attention to anti-C~tholic bigotry in the United St tes 

and in otherparts of tP~ world. It is none thing, he says. It has continued 

unabated through the centuries. In hmerica the Church is "viciously and constantly 
are 

attacked." Publications ·hich malign, "snipers, snoopers, and agitutioiilin the 
anti 

employment of anti-Catholic organizations to bait C tholics and incite/Catholicism" 

He rides to the 4.ue:1tion of the negroes, he 15 illions who live in these 
' 

United States, a0 ainst hom t e most vicious form of prejudice, not merely in the ~outh, 

which makes them resentful and distrustful of that which we call the American way 

of life. 

Arrl the gre6.t churchman continues: "Can any l1merican be disloyul by word of 

act to these men on the fighting fronts, and fail to keep united for them, these United · 

States? America guarantees to each one of tile millions of her citizens all freedoms with 
as 

only such limitations/are inherent in the mutual rights of othe r s; for liberty, without 

sucH limit tions, is tyranny. Believing in the • erica, dare any ne of us be in heart 

or hand party to any group that seeks to tear apart this cowitry that 'e livet" 

This is a great and timely utter nee and should be re· d in every pulpit, 

in every Catholic, rrotestant and Je ish synagogue, and unless this voice and 

this message comes to guide the future of Americ· , America will never b• the kind 

of a country for which our young people are fighting for and dying for today. No 

one ~ uaranteel t'tle future. Only we can guarantee the future . 
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No one has decl red that what America was 150 years ago will be the same erica 

ten ye&rs from tcxlay. Only we can say it. The one thing .hich is thre tening 

tis America is not economic ruin, not political injustice and not defe~t on 

the battlefieli. Not at all. They are strong. e are materially and physicully 

secure. But what may destroy this America is this cancer called bigotry which 

eats and corrodes from within, this dis ster called intoler ance, this poison hich 

so many are determined to spread among our people. If these voices ~re listened to 

then we may b confident that in spite of all d.fficulties hich may confront us 

on the political and economic field we shall continue to surmount and continue 
and ·Jeace 

to ax build a juster and kindlier and hap~ ier world which Ylill bring blessing/ 

to all the children of God. 



-. ■go•rr 
n-~meriean 

o/ 
ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS J. SPELLMAN 



Permission to reprint this article as a whole is he reby 

granted provide' it appears after M rch 3, lv44. In the 

n-~meriean interim, pars thereof may be reprinted up to 700 ~ords . 

0 IN THE assault from many fronts on 
~ ]I the fortress of Europe, in lbc south-

western Pacific, on sea frontiers, on 
battlefields and in skies, themenofourarmed 
forces are living and dying together to ga_in 
victory and peace They arc men of all racial 

ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS J . 
originsandofdiverscreligiousbeliefs ;but for churches, attach on our foreign-born, arc all 
their country, for themselves and for us, they tragic symptoms of this disease. 
are fighting the armed might of nations that I am one of those who yearn to promote a 
began a war of destruction and enslavement better spirit of mutual understanding and for-
against us. . bearance among my fellow countrymen and 

Despite differences in character, despite do my share to promote the realization of 
varied and contrary beliefs on many matters, ~meri~n id_eals a~_d pcs for unity in essen-
all arc one in their desire to make their hal thmgs, liberty ooessential things, and 
Jives or deaths count for something con- charity in all thin ith aU my heart, I de-
structive and good. plore the growth of the cancer of bigotry pene-

They do not all agree with oneanot~r. they trating American life, shriveling America •s 
may dislike one another's personahhes, atti- heart, retarding America's victory and peace. 
tudes, beliefs, and actions, but nevertheless, For bigotry undermines the fundamental 
patriotism and common interests lift them principles avowed in the Declaration of Inde-

abo\e disunion and unite them in de oted pendence, the Constitution, and the Bill of 
service to their country. Rights. The human and humane documents 

Unfortunately, things arc not the same on chartered and charted a new way of living
the home front. Indeed, they are tragically dif- t~ AJ:nerican way. They were a gospel of 
fercnt, and anny and navy men of all ranks liberation and they are a gospel of liberty, a 
from coast to coast and from post to post have proclamation of equality among men insofar 
expressed incomprehcn ion, bewilderm as the protection of life and property is con-
and even terror at what is happening re cemed. 
They cannot understand how so many \ If our country is to remain a human, hu-
cans at home are unwillmg to sac • ne homeland in a world where millions arc 
subordinate their prejudices for our ount s homeless and millions are enslaved, we must 
welfare, when they in the military rvice u t be loyal to the spirit of those God-inspired 
be ready to sacrifice their lives. For all meri- principles on which our government was 
cans, wherever they are and in whatever cir- established and has progressed These princi-
cum,tances, have vital obligation to do their pies are inconsistent with political despotism, 
utmo t for our country' righteous cause. racial prejudice, and religious discrimination. 

One of the highest ranking officers in our How, fore ample, does the bigot interpret 
armed forces, and one with many years of the immortal Preamble to our Constitution? 
meritoriou foreign c;ervice, recently returned or the hallowed words, "a more perfect 
to the nited States and came to sec me. We nion," he reads disunion; for "justice," he 
talked of the war, its developments, its possi- ubstitutes i11justice. Instead of helping to "in-
ble re ults and effects. "I am not worried ure domestic tranquillity," he incites domestic 
about the progress of the war," he told me, "or strife. He sabutages the "common defense" 
about what our men in the anned forces are and "general welfare," of the nation, and in-
doing, what they are going to do and how well stead of helping to "secure the blessings of 
they are going to do it, but I am worried about liberty," he sows the seeds of dissension and 
what is going on right here at home. I do not, t ranny. 
I cannot under tand the changes that have igotry thrives on ignorance, but • lligent 
taken place in our country and ID our people." people can be bigoted if they a ufficiently 

The day after Christma , I met a man who ignorant in fields of knowled at have not 
came to the United tales as an immigrant come under their observat' . The apostle of 
boy. He is now a manufacturer of anti-air- bigotry employs a tech • ue that is often cf
craft ammunition, producing more than one fcctive with intellige n. He lays a founda-
milhon hells a day . He said: .. Our country is tion of falseh aving the appearance of 
very rich. She has everything. and we every- truth-and r day, he employs for this 

• thing but 'peace on earth to men of good will .· undation ry means of communication 
Recently I stood in line before a ticket win own t odem man. If a lie is told often 

dow in a railroad station and during thew tis said, even the liar himself will be-
of an hour, I talked to a sailor who, after o liev t, and it is certainly true that lies have 
years of foreign duty. had just returned the ived many generations of periodic ex-
States. He spoke simply and frankly of many sure. 
things but chiefly of his impressions since D 
reaching home. "Many thing have changed ID our forefathers foresee the possibilities 
SIDCC l v.ent away," he said, .. but what has and dangers of bigotry? They surely did, 
changed most is the people." forthey knew there had never been a century, a 

Yes, there have been great changes at home country, a race, or a religion that did not have 
since the war began and some of these changes its small-minded men; and bigotry is a disea 
have not been impro\'ements. One of the which thrives in small minds. Fortur..1t 
things that has taken place has been an in- from the earliest days of her beginnings, A 
crease in the prevalence of bigotry, evidenced ica has been blessed with great-min 
by what has occurred in many parts of the who by word and example have prot 
country. Race riots, a sault on groups and nation from the ravages of bigo 
individuals because of racial and religiou Washington and Thomas Jefferso e 
differences, desecration of synagogues and vindicated our religious liberties, and 

stitutional Amendments proclaim time ~ nd how can we check the spread 
again the un-American character of bigotry ~--,IJ!l!!s~1~ ~ The first step which each one 

For example, the Fifteenth Amendment of us must take to eliminate bigotry, selfish-
our Constitution states that the rights of citi ness, harshness, injustice, and contempt from 
ttns of the United States to vote shall not the minds and hearts of others is to makes 
denied or abridged on account of race, color, that they ha\.e no place in our own. 
or previous conditions of servitude. Another 
proof that bigotry, racial and political, is un- OT only for patriotic reasons s 
American is evidenced by the unanimous rul- we purge our minds and heart 
ing of the Supreme Court of the United States t se we should obey the orn,nand-
that all persons without distinction of race, me our neighbor as ourse1v~. Catho-
color or nationality, have equal protection of lies, le, are boun rinciple of 
the law, which is a guarantee of the protection pers not merely 
of equal laW$. for so because 

But &!spite these guarantees of political, ei o so. lf they 
racial, and religious freedom, bigotry gs, their love 
existed down through the years of our hist ficing. and mu t 
to the detriment of our country and to the those who are 
grct and shame of all fair-minded America s. ohammedans, 

Io some periods and in some places, it has ome who pro-
been more prevalent or manifest than in othe/ ord with 
times and places, and in certain ways, it seems , and therefi rong. 
more widespread and more virulent now than ry suffers and th suffer . 
ever. And this is w~rtime, when America i .,,., these days Catholic are frequently ac-
least able to tolerate intolerance! Perhaps it cused of anti-Semitism, and doubtless some 
because it is wartime, when ten million of ou Catholics are guilty of it. That anti- m1tism 
most generous-hearted young men no longe is wrong from a Catholic and humanitarian 
~alk ~ streets _of our communities, tha standpoint as well as from an American view-
~tgo_try is m~rc widespread ~nd active! War- point ha been demonstrated c untie time , 
msp1red passions warp the Judgment ~f the in countless ways, by countle persons, so 
Jess generous-hearted and more selfish- d that it may be jarringly repetitious to say it 
among us and ma_ke . again. I feel, however, that for completeness, I 
t!'Cm a prey of agitators ~ho. 10 mor . ~ may quote from one authority, the Pope, the 
times, wo~ld ~ack an audtence_. . . . highest authority in the Church. In 1928, be-

Po~ssmg ID~ellectual conv1c!1on r- fore Hitler came to power, Pius X1 ordered 
tue whic~ the !>•got_ tran f?r':115 into . 1 anti-Semitism to be condemned clearly and 
brul.111). 1mpo~mg his convictt<:>ns on. 5 fe officially in these words : 
man. Bigotry o_urce _and bigotry orce "Moved hy the spirit of charity, the Apos• 
hatred, and the bigot 1s a ~~~tor.?~ t . tolic See has protected the people (of Israel) 
of hatred. Even ~ word bigot m 1.15 01 against unjust persecution , and since it con• 
Frenc~ connotation ~~t on~ who di~ . no • demos all jealousy and strife among peoples, 
!ov~ his ~ountry. ':D bhnd si_ncenty or mahci?u it accordingly condemns with all its might the 
1~smcenty, the bigot arraigns hi~lf_a~am~t hatted dire ted against a people which w~s 
h1 fellow Amencans a~d so far as it•~ in_ h15 chosen by God; that particular hatred, m 
power virt~Uy undemunes t~e C«:>nstltuuon fact. which today commonly goe by the name 
the foundation of our secuntr, h~rty, an of anti-Semitism." 
prosperity. He cannot see_ outside himself~- And on July 30, )938, Pius XI said: "It _is 
cau~ ~e look~ through ~mdo_ws froSted ~ 1th not possible for Christians to take par~ m 

)

prcJud1ces. His ~th?<1 1s misrepresentation anti-Semitism. JI is inevitable that any ttme 
and lander. He_d1sdam the use offree ~peech we abandon the life of the gospels, human 
as a~ u_nwoundmg sword to present his own lives perish. Toward the _ls~aetitcs we a~e _n?t 
conv1ct1ons and refute error. He must stab, only extremely anti-Chnsttan a_nd ant1-c1v_il, 
slash, s~ar, _and sneer. . but inhuman. For them the misery of exile 

All fair-minded Amencans mu_st ?ppose and outlawing is not enough; it goes on to 
bigotry not only from sense ?f JUSttce b~t p· or;, beatings, wounding, and death." 
also from a sense of safety, for, if tolerated, 1t 
can be directed at any race or religion and 
hen may rebound again t al~ of ~hem_. If we 

incite, participate, or conmve m v10len~ 
against our fellow citizens, we arc bad _Amcn
cans. If we stir up, propagate, or chensh race 
hatred, we are likewise bad Americans and 
traitors to American ideals. 

If we are real Americans, we must co-oper
ate in checking the 5pread of bigotry, whic_h !s 
a contagious, virulent disease. Ho~evc~, 1t 1s 
not only patriotic to t~ to c~re ~his disca~, 
it is essential to do so if Amenca 1s to remain 

OF ANTI-CATHOLIC bigotry, I 
shall say but little. Persecution of 

the Catholic Church is no new thing. It has 
continued unabated through twenty centuries. 
Eleven of Chri l's dtsciples died a martyr's 
death and even during the past few years, 
thousands C1f priests and nuns have been mar
tyred in many countries. 

In our own country, tither through igno
rance, malice or gNed. the Church is v1c10u ·ly 
and constantly attacked. Publi~t!ons ~xist f?r 
the evident purpose of mahgmng 1t. Paid 

snoopers, smpers, and agitators are in 1he 
employment of anti-Catholic organizations to 
bait Catholics and incite anti-Catholicism. 
n charity, I prefer not to react to nor answer 
em. 
Some anti-American organization are not 
exclu ive a to concentrate their venom 

solely on atholic , but al o group Jews, 
Negroes, and foreign-born cjtizen with them. 
Ralph McGill, the editor of the Atlanta Co11-
stitutio11, deplored the revival of the Ku Klux 
Klan and expressed the hope that there might 
not be a recrudescence of religious and racial 
intolerance, and said: 

"There are not many Cathol1 in Georgia, 
which i a pity in a way, be au they are 
almo t invariably good Chri tian , good 
citizens, and worth-while member of a com
munity. There are not many Jew in Geo1gia 
either, but they, too, are good citi1ens. Their 
contnbution I one of decency and hard work. 
There are al o about fi"c thousand members 
of the Gr~k commumt in Atlanta alone and 
they, like the t>thohcs and Jew , hav been 
buying war bonds and sendmg th 1r ons off 
to fight. They do not hate any other group " 

,.--Malice toward none, justice to all i t-he 
general A'"!1erican formula and practice. 1:"o 
true Amencan will nurture, promote, or in
cite anti-Semitic anti-Negro, anti- atholic, 
anti-any group of fellow law-abiding Ameri
can citizens. After Abraham Lincoln' divinely 
in pired pleadings for understanding and 
charity proved unavading to many, he wrote : 

''Our progre sin dcgenerac appears to me 
to be prett ~rapid. A a nation w began by 
declarin at 'a ll men are created equal.' We 

ctically read it, ' II men are creat d 
e except Negroe • When the Know-

othings get control, it will read, 'All men 
are created equal, except egroes, foreigners, 
and Catholics.' When it come to this, I hall 
prefer emigrating to some coumry where they 
make no pretense of loving liberty.'' 

Today I am saddened to realiz that these 
words which flowed from the soul of a great 
American are more true now than they w re 
fourscore years ago! StiH, our COI\Solmg ~ope 
is that the great majority of the American 
people have an inslmcti-.e and fundamental 
sense of civic and political Justice and respect 
for their e,ery fellow citizen. 

In the rut d States there are approxi
mately thirteen million Negroes. But even if 
there were only thirteen hundred or thirteen, 
they, hke all Americans, must be free to exer
cise the right given to them in our Constitu
tion. And when they have these nghts in fact 
as well a in law, they will trea ure their 
national heritage and not be influenced by 
agitators whose aim are not to improve, but 
to destroy our American way of life. 

It i not the vocation of Ameri ans to allow 
the elements of racial and religious prejudice 
to poison and pollute the blood poured forth 
from the wound of the older nations of the 
world into the great crucible that is America, 
a crucible of common sacrifitt, suffering, 

work, and triumph. Our vocation call for 
love of God and country and a sen of 
brotherhood, a vocation which we Amcncans 
of the present can learn from Valley Forge 
and from other American -brines, and not 
fr m the r urrect d corp of intolerant 
strife. 

To this cod, have the exampl and the 
in p1ration of our fighting for e . fulfilling 
their "ocati n to hve and die united among 
them, Ives and with u and for u at home. 
I ha\.e learned th1 truth a thousand times in 
a thousand wa s, and I I amed it a am JU t 
now from a I tter writl n by a Umted States 
Army haplain: 

"It I with much happ1De s that I infonn 
you that the offi ers and men of my regiment 
are ndmg you the um of three thousand 
dollar to u ID mem ry of their fallen 
brother in anns, '"ho fa11hfull sened their 
God and country vcn until death and who, 
in their sa nfice, fulfilled that great prec pt of 
lo,e whi h Chn t ga,e to u , 'Greater love 
than th.is no man hath, that a man lay down 
h1 hfc for hi fn nd .' 

"With a genero.sity and thoughtfulness so 
charactenst1c of them, they are a lmg you 
through me, theLr chaplain, to provide a 
m monal to their dead omrad s m the form 
of a m1 . ion chapel m the island where 
they have serwd so consp1<'uou ly for the 
glory of their beloved flag. . 

"Originally the Catholic bo s conceived 
the idea of th, mem nal, but scarcely had 

they started, when officers and men of other 
faith r quested to share in this lo ing tribute. 

"Most of us had ltved together for two 
years. We kn w one another intimately and 
loved one another with a friendship that will 
always be trea ured by each and every one of 
us. To the honor and glory of our fellow 
soldiers who no long r live except in our 
memories, all the members of the regiment
Cathohcs, Prote tant , and those of the Jew
i h Faith-send you thi remembrance of our 
love and esteem, for our departed brothers. 

"It is our earnest pra er that by thi tribute 
a new happioe may hJI the heart of their 
dear one as they reali1e the deep affection 
and esteem with which we chert h their 
memory." 

an any American be disloyal by word 
act to these men on the fighting front , and 
fail to keep united for them, these United 
States? America guarantees to each one of the 
million of her citizen all freedoms with only 
such limitations a are inherent in the mutual 
rights of other ; for Liberty, without such 
limitations, i tyranny. .Believing in thi 
America, dare any one of us be in heart or 
hand party to any group that seeks to tear 
apart this country that we love! 

Prinled in U. S. A. 
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