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What is wrong with our young people, 1944. 
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Lack of Parental Supervision: l\1ore than 

a fourth of the persons interviewed agreed 

that there had been a general le ening of 

parental supervision. The cases of J amcs 

and Marie are typical. James, aged ten, 

was taken to court for stealing. \Vhen 

found, he had been away from home for 

three days without either parent's know

ing it. The mother worked on a day 

shift, the father on a night shift, and 

each thought the other knew the child's 

whereabouts. In another family, Marie, 

aged five, the oldest of three children, was 

found by neighbors trying to make toast 

for the others over an open-flame oil stove. 

People in each area had noticed that the 

employment of large numbers of women 

in industry was accompanied by an in

crease in children's absence from school 

and in the cases of neglect recei cJ by 

various agencies. Anyone ,vho has olr 

served the tired, nodding women in 

packed buses traveling long distances from 

work at the end of day, can en e their 

fatigue and readily believe that ome 

mothers are unable either before or after 

work to plan and care for their children 

and to give them attention and direction. 
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1/ (Continued from page 87) 
Typical of conditions was one street 

called River ide Drive-a winding, rutted 
road of red clay du t overlookingamuddy 
river. On either side of the road, but a 
few feet apart, were rows of gray one
story frame hou es, each identical with 
the next, with three rooms apiece, one be
hind the other. Each house usually held 
two familie . A bed could be seen from 
each open, un creened front door. The 
hou e had never known paint nor the 
yard planting. Children idled or played 
in yards cattered with garbage, mostly 
watermelon rind , and a few clumps of 
gra . Ragged laundry was slung over 
fences and broken down porch rails. The 
only bright pots were a few sturdy zin
nias growing in the clay banks, or a few 
petunias blooming in battered lard cans 
set out on the worn porch steps. For 
these "dwellings" the inhabitants were 
paying from 40 to 50 percent of their 
income. 

Many house had omeone sleeping in 
them ac all hours of the day. Thus chil
dren were prevented from normal indoor 
play and were driven into the streets. 
Teen-age army wive , with ne\i born 
babie , lived in ingle bedrooms, where 
they lept, prepared their food, did their 
laundry, and cared for the babies. In one 
hou e thirty-five girls were sharing the 
u e of one bath. In another, five mar
ried couples and a ingle girl were oc
cupying one room in which there were 
five double beds and a cot. 




