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THE RAZOR'S EDGE 

SOiie refl ctions on • Somerset - .. IF..hm I s n novel -
t~e story or a man ho found faith 

By 
Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sund y orning, !ila 1, 1944 
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In our ge of turmoil, stri e, bur an rrl disillusion, en re ain turning 

to the classic theme of religion, reli6ious henomena, rali ious p .. rsonallties for 

guidance, for refuge, for ce. riters, rtiste aro resJondin to this mood ot the 

people about them. The turn to reli ion for subject mat er in their novels, pla s, 

es... s, poetry. And some of the iorka of these artists have :;,roved very opular. 

Best sellers or our day ave to do with rellgiows subjects - two great orka or 
Sholem Asch - the Nazarene and the .ApostleJ a similar boo on t es • theme -

The Robe bJ Ll yd Do las; ~anz erf el' s The Son of Bemadet te; more recently t e 

book built· on t e lite of St. FJ.'ancis - Blessed re the eek b Zifia Kossak. any 

other book.a or t ._ . ~. a type are rem rkable po_?ulat w th the reading public. Even 

llovin P lcture ~r --ducera, a . e or the new interest- or t e ople, have ~ e tc 

roduce pictures or an essentially religious h racter . 

This as lso true, you 11 rec 11, dur . e la.at ar and af'ter the 

last r. Reli ioua books , ere in re t demand. There as • asserwan I s orld Illw,ion -

the Great Hunger. The reason for all tis is no r to seek, nor . rd 

Religion came into the orld to tree man fram £ear, to ive him a sense of security 

in a fri ht~m .. world, iu to >rovide him ith ope anJ. cour e en he elt 

O?preased and hopeless e.nd defeated. 

A war-torn orld like ours, and a tortured ener tion like ours is beset with 

rear, has lost lts sense of sec'.lrity. Our orld f els itself hopeless and defe ted 

so ~ tit is natural th t en should re ch out for eternal oonsol tion or reli ion, 
that h'pe nd couraae 

that he should try to recapture that freeclom from r a.r that religion has iven to 

ma.nxind 1n all the centuries. 

The very if'ted ter, • Soverset a hm, hose orks a.re ell-known, idely 

read - or HWIWll Bondage, Te oon Six ence and any other ors, short •oriea -

• Soveraet ughlll has recently written a book on rel iows theme called •Razor•• 

Edge• which has to do with one an's salv tion the tory or ·ho t~d a aith. 

The title, •Tba Bazor•a &i e•, is t& en tr011 one ~ the sacred boolal o~ India. 
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•The sh p ed e of razor is diffic~t to pas over. Thus, the wise say , the path 

to salv tion is hard.• 

The hero of this book, the Razor's F.d e, is a oun ruan an aviator int e last 

war ho as t ice wounded W'Xi ho ex_Jerienced in t e ar a fe unnorvin and shatterin 

ex eriences. Ilia closest friend, a romiain .f ung n, in an e tort to aaTe hill 

the hero or the book, as sht down and killed before l is veri eyes, and ur • ero ia 

unable to et over t • t experience. It haunts him. It s ems to ve ch nged hia 

personality. He cannot setUe down after t he war to t e routine lives t o hich 

all soldiers settle do • 

Upon hia return from France, e is ur ed to complete his colle e educ· tion 

but can see no good in that. His mind has gotten aw from fo al st· dies and 

institutions of learning. He as af'f' ..... red T a job, and some vecy rom·s1ng 

jobs, but e will not take one. He cannot settle down. 

He is y ung., this hero of our book, Larry D ttractive din 

love with a very brigh\, attr&.ctive, vivacious nd r ctical eric n ·irl ho · a v_ry 

much in love •ith him. They are en aged. 

ut it Larr/ Darnell could nly settle down, to go ork, t h re as no re son 

h the· should not marry B.M live µ ily ever rte rds. 

But th t is Juat it. He can't settle down. He as Urrooted, his 11 .e as 

unsettled and he is 0 ropin for so ething ich he had to find fore his life could 

fall into a perm ent, or»anized ands tis£ ing pattern. Ordine.ry pursuits dir.l 

not interest him. He had begun to read reat deal 011 his own - philosophy, 

psychology, with raptness and concentr tion, like a man upon a determined uest. 

Isabel's f'Wlily keepa urging her to persuade Larry to take a Job. "It 

he lovea you he o t to be prep red to ork for you.• They ant her futm-e 

to be sure, like the future ot all people. IsMbel tries and tries and fails. 

'' •Let' a sensible•, she saia. .l must work, Larry. It• a a tter ot 

s lt-reapect. Thia 1a a y country and it's a man's dut to take part in 1\a 
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actiTitiea. Henry turin was only the other day t • ere glnn:lrg 

era that would e the aohie enta or the at look ilk t o bi ta. He a 1d he 

ooalcl aee no lilli t to our ro a and he' a convinc "Ci th t by 1950 e hall be 

the rich at and greate t, COlllltry in th orl:d. Don't OU think 

exoitiDgT• 

t•• terrible 

"Terribl .• 

"There'• ever been a ch a chance tor a yo11D 

you'd be proud to take 

enture.• 

in the ork th t U 

He iq laughed ll htq. 

"l dare• you're r ht. The ours t 

• I shOl&ld ha va o ht. 

tore us. It's auoh a wand rtul 

Swit will ck ore better 

• t, the cCoraic • will more and better harvesters, nd Henry lord 11 

turn out ore and better cars. And everyone' ll et richer 

•And hy notT• 

r i cher.• 

• you say, and why not? llon y Juat do 't to interest me.• 

Iaabel giggled. 

Darling, dan1t. talk 11 ea tool. One can't live without oney.• 

•I have a little. That•• ht. ina • chanc to do milt I want.• 

•Ye,• he answered, aaillng. 

•1 1■ aorry. I ouldn't U I could alp it• 

•You can h lp it.• 

( 

H shook hi h ad. He silent tor a bile, lost 1n tho ht. hen at laat 

h t o aay • thin t , t tartled • 

look o terrible d 

t do you e 

•1 t that.• Re 

• the' dead.• 

bl • 

to 
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think hen you're up in the ir by y urself'. You et odd ideas.• 

• t sort of ideas?• 

"Va ue,• he said, smilin. •rncohe ent. C nf sed.• 

Isabel thou ht this over for a hile. 

•Don't ~ ou t.l-iin' if ou took a Job .ey mi ht ort t hemselves ut 

•ou 'd know w1ere ou ere?• 

or in 

•r•ve thought of th · t. I had a notion t -t I i ht o to ork • th a carpenter 

~ra e.• 

"Oh, Larry, people ould think ou ere cracy.• 

• ould th t matter?• 

"To me, yes.• 

• On ... e more silence fell u on them. It ,· .... s she■ no roke it. S e s hed. 

•You're so different from ht ou ;ere f re ant out to France.• 

"That's not stran e. A lot ened t o et en, : ou ow.• 

•Such as?• 

"Oh, J st t.'1e ordin y cas· al run ot events. y reatest friend in the 

air corps was lcilled saving my lite. !didn't f ind that easy to et ov r.• 

"Tell, me Lar " • 

He looked at her with dee distress in Mb eyes. 

"I'd r t her not 1k about it. fter all, it .as onl a rivial incident.• 

Emotional by nature, I abel 1s eyes a1n ti ed 1th tears. 

"Are ·ou unhap .. ~, darling?• 

"No," he ans ered, smiling. •The only th.i th t akes 

I' z makin you unhappy.• He took her . and d tn re s so ethin so friend • in the 

teal of his strong firm hand gainat hers, o et n :Jo intimately r ection te, th t he 

had to bite her lips t o revent erselt fr m crying. "Id n't nk I shall ever tind 

peace till I ke up my mind hqm:t. about t hings,• he said ravel. He hesit ted. 

•tt•a Yer dittlcult to 
aa toy urselt1 I 0 

into ords. The moment ou 
I th t I should bot er head 

you e 1 bar used. Yog 

bout this, th t and the oth rt 



-5-

Perhaps it 1 only bec~use I 1m a conceited rig. ouldn1t it be tter to tallow 

the beaten traciC and let bat•a coming to yo come?' en ·•ou hilu of fello ho 

an hour before as tull of lit 6J'ld tun, and he's lyin dead; i~•s all so cruel and so 

meaningless. It's h rd not to ask ourself t lite is all about nd he her t re's ny 

sense to it or wet er it's all a tr gic blunder or blind f te.• 

•It s posei lo not to be moved .nen Larr , 1th tr~ t o er.fully 

melodious voice r his, S?oke, altino- • st o h he forced hi elf' to s 0 hat he 

would sooner have left unsaid and yet ith such 

:ule Isabel c!:d not trust herself to spa' . n 

an uished sincerit; and for 

ould i e, help you if y u ent a a ' for bit?• 

•She ut the question with a ~inking heart. He took a long t e to anser.• 

"I t ink so. You try to be indifferent to ublic opinion, but it's not e s . 

en it's ~nta anistic it arowses 

~Wh don't you go then?• 

"ell, on accowit of you.• 

ta onism 1n u nd th t disturbs ✓ou." 

11!,t:it. 1 8 be frank 1.th on: another darlln0 • Ther •s no place for me in your 

life just now.• 

"Does th-t . . an ·ou don't ant t be eng ed to e any more?• 

"She fcrced a smile to her treEblinb lips.• 

"o, foolish, t means I'm repared to ait.• 

"It ay be a year. It may be two." 

"Th t•s ll r. t. It be less. re d 1you want t o?• 

"He looked at er i entl ~st o h he ere trying to s#e into her 

in.mos heart . She smiled lic.,ht to hide her dee distres . • 

",ell, I tio ht 1 1d tart b goin t Paris. I no one th•. Th re1d 

no one to interf re with me. I ent to Paris seve·al tills on 1 n. Id •t know 

but I've ot it into• ead th t there ev ryth t t•a \Xidled in • mind would 

, 
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grow clear. It's a tunny place, it ives OU th feelln th t t ere ' OU c· n 

thini< OU our thou hts t the end. I thinlc re I ma b able to s e m r a before 

me.• 

"And what's to ha en if you don't?• 

"He chuckled. 

•Then I shall fall back on 'flfY good rica.n horse sense, i e it up as d job 

and come ck to Chic o end t r ' e~r work I can et.•• 

And so e leaves fr Frb.nca, and in Paris Larry lives in a little rooa, in a 
and the"Bibliothegue• N ti galen 

small dingy hotel, but e is ha py. His place is not f'ar from t e Sorbo e/to which 

institutions he can go to re-.d nd tudy. That is 11 he ants. He reads, st ies 

ei·ht tent elve hours a ay. Ever -t. th t s ems 1m o:--t.::.nt. to hh ~e st ·1es, reads. 

He tudies langu es in order to get closer t the masters o rote. He robed deeper 

and deeper into philosophy and the • tics. •H ts to ke up hi llliM .. et er 

God is or God is not. He ants to tind h evil xi ts L ~:et er • e s n 

immortal soul d et! er hen he die a it t e end.• 

t the end oft o ears Isa 1 nd ier other c to aria. Isabel is till 

v<.Jry deeply in love i th Larry. ehe finds h even ore chan ed t 1 n hen s " 

knew him back ome. S e discovers in i.m a v r c s irit. He s to be so uch 

m re at ease with sel:f. Se as's is n epared tor tw-n ho . 

No, he is afraid he can't. He :.s n on t i t i.reahold:. "He sees ~ st lams of the 

spirit stretch! out be~ re him bee oning and e s er t travel the." 

nd a · ain Is bel, just as t o .;e rs bef re, begins r e, r eon 1th 

him to c back home, to t&ke his pl ce ith ot er owi a.mericans in the normal 

pursuits of life. 

• •But doesn't money mean anyth - to you?" 

•Not a thin , • e rinned. 

•H lon d • ou think all thi a 1a o t o 
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•I wouldn't mow. Five years. Ten ··e· rs.• 

•An::l fter t·at? , ·tare ou g i t with all t 18 isdom'" 

"If I ever e.c uire isd I suppos .: I s ll be se enough t kno t to do 

ith it." 

Isabel c laspad er ands io tel and i leant s in h r c· ir. 

"You're so ong, Larry. You're 

place is i.n erica.• 

ri- n. Yo1 pl ce ·sn't h re. Your 

"I sh 11 come back wen I•~ ready." 

nBut ou1 re miss o uch. H ca.n you bear t sit here in &. ck ter 

just 1en ·e•re livin through the ost onderf'w. ad .-enture the orld sever 

known? Europe's finished .. e•re the reatest, 1e ost ):, erf'ul .€. : . l int e orld. 

We're tne gr~ test, t e ost po erful eo le int e rld. e're gin for rds by 

leaps and bounds. e 1 ve got ev '. thing. d t tot e part int e development 

or •our count • You've for·otten, , o d n't .... i 1• vlr .. n life is in erica 

tod y. Are you sure y u' re r. ot doin this becau u ven' t t e coura e to s • nd 

up to·the work that's afore every merican n01rT h, I kn 're rking in o..y, 

but a isn't it just, an esca e fr s your res~nsibilitie ? Is it a:.Jre an Jw;t ~ 

sort of laborious idleness? ihat w 1d ha en to erica if every.:..ie shir ed s • ou•re 

s irkin ?• 

•You're very severe honey," smiled. "The nser t t ~ t t t veryone 

do sn't feel like me. Fort te for t e lves, a pa 

t toll the a:>rmal curse; hat ou for et is that I 

t eople re or red 

t to le m s o tely 

y, for instance, ants to make ?ots r on y. I re 11.y a traitor to ay 

count bee use I want to s end a fe ears educatin myself? It b t en 

I'm thro h shall have 01:1eth ogive t t eople 111 be glad to take. I'• 

only chance, .of cour •, but if I tail I s 11 be no worse oft than a ho' 8 

one int inese and h an•t de go or it.• 
•AM w t bout meT Ala I ot no ill;><>r ca to you. at allt• 



"Y •re of very gre t 1 portance. I ant y u t 

• enT In ten e rs,• 

soon as possible.• 

rry • 

•0n • at? can't a ford to ive e jthin. B si es, s e ouldn't 
it she could. She'd th in 1 o to help out live •ithout d in nything.• 

"I wouldp't ant to ta.Ke anyth fr y ur ot r," aid Lurry. "I've ot three 
thousar:d a ar. That's plenty in Paris. e c uld have a l ttle a artment bonne a tout r ire. e 1d h ve &uch a lar , ling." 

•But, Larry, one c 't live en three thousan ear.• 
•or course one can. Lita or oople live on much le s.• 

•But I don't ant to live on three thousand a e r. T ere•s no re son y 
I should." 

"I've been livin on alt that.• 

She looked at t e ding little room -th shudder of distaste. 
"It ans I•ve ot a bit saved up. e could o do to C pri for our oneymoon 

and t· en in t he al.l e'd o to Greece. I'm crac to go there. Don't ou remember how 
we used to t 1k about tr • elling all aver t e orld t et -r?• 

•or course I ant t 1aval. Bu"' not • 11 that. I don't if nt to travel 
second class on ste his and ~ut up t t-ird rte hote s 
et at chea restaurants.• 

"I ent 1 thr h Italy last October 11 e th t. I 
e could trav ~l all overt e orld on three t am a ye r.• 

bi a La~.• , --., "But I ant to ve 

That's all r ht. e 111 take th alon 1th • • 

1 thout throom and 

a o ertul tille. 

•You're ao ailly,• ahe lau hed. •n•you kn t it ooata t av 
Violet TOlll.ins on l.aat ear and she did it aa che ply aa she oOllld and it, con 
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her t elve hundred and fifty. at d 1you think a nurse costs?" Se rew more 

vehement as one ide after other occurred to er. "You're so impractic 1. You •t 

.m ht youtre sking e to do • I'm y wi , I ant to 1t:: .. e fun. I :ant t do 

all t e thi s th· t .eople do. I ant tog t ties, I ant t o o to ances, I ant 

to ply golf nd ride horsebac. I ant t wear nice clot. s. Can't u i gine hat 

it eans to a -lrl not to be as well lill dr ssed st e rest of her er dT D1you 

hat it .ans, Larry, to buy.; ur riends' old resses en they're sick oft em 

nd being thankful hen s one out of pit • es J- ou a resent cL a new one? I 

couldn't ven afford to go to a decent . airdresser t - ve ir roperl d ne. 

Id n•t .c1.nt to o abut in street-cars and i buses; nt to ve y own car. And 

ht d 1you ouppose I' find t do with myself 11 dn lon bile ou re red t 

the Library? alk ab u the tr~ets wind -sho pin ors tint e Luxembourg arden 

oeein tn t chil ren didn't et nto misc ief:? I e ouldn t have any fr ends.•• 

An:l s o, on and on t love ble and pr ctic :I rican ·irl ar uea in a 

very practic l ay 1th the manse loves but whos o' andards and objectives re so 

utterly different not a.lone from er standard, b t fro t .. t or her set, ho by all the 

st..ardarda of her set will never I:JL:.lte ood, --111 never amount to anything. I..,abel 

can tini no excitement in the life or s irit. She can find no · .citenent in 

th t orld in hich Larry fims marvelous excitement wld satisfaction. 

So the r ach the crossroads and Isa el must decide, must choose. he 

breaiCa her enga ment with Larry. S h sher mis· ivings, welling up, .er.a.pa fro the 

deeper recesses or her ing. Arter re king here a e ent she con: ides in a friends 

"And et at the bottom or • eart, I've got an un s reeling t hat if I re better, 

if I ere more disinterested, more unseli"ish, nobler I'd rry Larr-.( am 1 . i life. 

If' I onl loved b en h I'd t in t e rld ·ell lost.• But aha w· s afraid to 

risk itl "She ave b: for s uare-cut iamond and 

b a friend or hers. 

ble cot?• he is retold 
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Ten ars go by. Isabel returns to erica, marries a fine youn 

worships her, t e son o a ric bro er, who ives r all ants 

who 

o ltlon, 

comfort, love, a family - ever. thin th t sne tl ht s e ant d. Then c e l v29, 

the financial crash, and in th financial c sh .er hus and los is rtune. 

It is w!ped out. He 1s eaten and cr~shed. .f i -.e an' pt. He suffers a nervous 

break-down. They destitute i;.nd rd if it _re not for t L inanci -1 ssis ance 

0 iven t t em by a devotad uncle, t e ould be in des~ rte str its indeed. So 
hu.aband 

no, ten e rs l.Ater, I abel, her/i..Ild famil u.re ensioners r rich uncle. They 

live in Paris. Isabel ia a devoted wife. Sl e is v fond of her husband, b t ep 

down in her heart she kno a t' t s e 111 1 ays love Larr; Darnell. She c uld never 

et himqui te out of .. er s ste1t. 

, at about Larry D rnell, this an ·ho sin .. uest of spirituals lv tion. 

And for ten years now he bas been folio his road, eekin0 the oly Grail sit 

ere. He bas and red far over the world -- lri, I ~, Chlna, urma. Ile us 

s ent fl ve years in India here a at t tl f ... et or holy en. He had 1 ~rned h to 

edit te. He had co e to un erstand t aintlln .1s is and h eace or ul can 

bP. had when one had ver r little elae. Ha ,.. rn 

spirit and h t h lin can come to one b' e 1 tin e in to • • :, t.er t.. b dy. 

He le rned h fear can be con uered tu- ra. Larr 1 &rned wetness 

of c :.\r· cter nd .:> renity dur his te had visited any rel ioua 

communities. He had s pl d numerous fa· ths. He a tr6cted to the C· thollc 

discipline 11 vi si tiDg a onastary. He s i press db t ir wc■tJ le rni 
' 

piety and un orldllness. D t t eir theo1o c uld not s t sry h" . e could not 

reacts iritually to t1 ir reocc tion i ain, 

their conce tiona of why there ~s Evil 1n t e ;orld. 

eir purpo e or their ra rs, 

It w in In 1a re ha fomxl much t e as 

of Tranaai r tlon ~ Souls and Reincarnation capiti ted hi.a and ans• red ~011lte 

or bis mind. Tranalli r t1on or the aoal - the aal pa aea traa the bod~ 
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endless curse of ex erience occasioned b the erit or de erit ot ~rerlous works. 

That to Larry as some sQ,tistyin explana.tio , a. Justific tion or h evil of the 

world. •The evils e suffer are t e r esult of sins co "tted in our pa..; t lives. 

If e strive to ard virtues in this a, our future lives will be le affected." 

In other ords, t he soul is assin tnro h a d.:scipllne, t r 1h ' discipline ot 

,ro ression, of self'-per~ection. TJe ore virtue, t he ore PY will be t he 

condition of the woul in the next phGse of e istence. d e rem rs too tn t the 

ulti.mD.ta oal, the ·1osoph r Hinduism uni .t>udhism, t . e ult · te oal.Ji is to 

become compl ~tely liberated from t s bonda e of re t and to lose one elf 

ultima.tely in the absolute. Amo110 tne HL"ldus d amon the s ~ ers ·.e finds 

his supreme 1, t he desirable aim, the all satisf obje~tiv ot human 

life - to en a ·e in a assion te crav· to o reality. 

in t e uest of no ilit • of s irit, 11 ... .._.._ .. .... tion. 

to s eex ~ - ~ ult te 

He eets up ith man teac ers in India. One a ,;,ecially innu .nc es l 

This is ·hut he t u~hti 

• 

"He so Tht to ·: ant em from tl _ slav -r-J or elf'-hood, a sion ense and 

told them th t thy could ac uire lib tio n b tran uillity, r straint, renunci .:.tion, 

resie;nu.tion, b st adfastne s of ind d b.t wi rdent esire for r~ edo . :'ec-ple 

used come from t he ne r-by t three or fur mils 
' a 

te 1 to ~ich re t er ds flocked ce a ear r r fe tival; they 

01'9 

e fr• 

Tri vandrum and from far-off pl ces to tell him t eir t r ubles, to a his Ii vice, to 

11. ten to his t eac ing; and all ent ay •tren t r. ened in soul d at eace ith 

thuselves. t he ta ht as ver • s le. He 

e know and t t isdo is th . . e s t treedo . 

t th t . e r ., all re ter an 

ta ht t tit is not essential 

to salv· tion to retire from t .1e orld ut onlJ t ran unce . self. eta ht 

t t or done with no selfish in erest urifies a 1M and th t ti•• re 

op ortunities forded to 

univ rsal s lf. But it 

to sink his e rte salt e on - it t a 

n•t his eac 1ng t t a so re r bl•J it a the 

man himaelt, his ignit, hia r tness ot eoal, hi aintllne s. HS.. nsence 
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w s a benediction. I ~s very ha y 1th 1im. I felt t. t t lat I hu.d found 

·hat I .,anted.• 

h t he f'oun a re him a sense of .. ~ ce, j o • an assurance hich • l ided 

with him t erea.fter: " hen I I d en t the .h.shr Jut t·o ears I ent u to my 

forest retre t for reason t .at'll e you smile. I ted to s. em ay birthlay 

there. I ot there t..'ie day before. Next omin 0 I a oke be or., da and I tho ht 

I'd o a.nd see 1e s nrise fr t e pla e I've Just told you about. I kne the ay 

blindfold. I sat down under a ree an · aited. It as ni ht till, but the stars 

ere pale in t.e sky, and d y w sat hand. I str e feeling of ense. 

So radually th t I a8 iardl are of it li~ht began to tilter thr uh th darkness, 

~lo ly, l.ilce mysterious fi•ure slinking bet een e trees. I f'elt y he rt 

beating as though t t e ap· roach of an er. T. e s ro e. n 

"Larry paused and • rueful s ile layed an lips. 

"I have no descri?tive talent, I on't ords to int pis re, I 

can't tell you, so s to ma e you see it, how r e i 'lt s tha t s displayed 

before me as t e d r y bro1 e in 1 ts s .. lendour. Those o .t ins i th th lr deep Jungle 

the mist still entangl int e treetops, and the bottomless l.& e far lo • The 

sun ca ht the lake thro h a !left in t e he-6hts nd it shone 11 burnished steel. 

I as ravi 1ed th t e beauty of the orld. I'd ever lt:no such exalt tion and such 

a ranscendent joy. I had as r e sensa.ti , a tingling t t rose in teet and 

travelled u to e , and I f lt as though I re uddanly r leased from m bod and 

ook fa lovellne s I bad never conceived. I had a sense th t as ?ure s irit 

kno led a more 

clear and every 

human 

in tti~t 

assess me, s 

pain and I st glad tor le ae 

lo er I should die; •et 1 t-

erplexed m 

self fr 

t t overythin t t d be n confused waa 

as x lained. I s so ha py t t it was 

it, for I felt t t it it sted a011ent 

as such ra tur t I as r d • t die rather an 

tore o it. Ho can I tell ou ht If ltT o ords can tell the ecstas ot ray 

bliaa. en I cue to ayaelt I as exhl:luated and . I tell asleep.• 



-15-

t e ound av-a sense of pe ce, 0 an a ·ur ce ic. abided 1th him 

t. sreaftar. Am. Larr~• also c e ., e t . t..t 1e n also h d a m s i n in life. 

u8 anted t return to rica, t rec. - ot Hinduis. ·e cound not accept 

annihil tion, nor tht..t t .1is rld, ec use ·tis not s real or ab olute. ult ether 

an illusion rrl t· cre:fore cannot be .,elcome as r ci u.., a .... utiful. and is therefore 

notJ~ enj o e~ rt all. Larr:; , being tl e •este • rld, had a ,_.r t hun • f r 

it. It as t· is 

only us n trive 

basis which e foy.nd int·_ rient u .. n self-perfection~ t 

perfect the selves s .. • rit 11 do t e·r chieve s iritua.l 

peace t a ccepted. lie ,anted t bri oac is t his fello 

becausd e felt t' at t ey needed it, t ~tins ire of the f ct t t t.e ere 

r endous ide listic, t 1 e ~re often ;ron 1 irocted. 

ricana 

,'hen his rr· eni ..... ed. him o • e .. s o to live • en ot to rica 

ne m ns erad " i th c lmne~s, ~ore ,e· 

cor:tinence.• 

ca, c 1 n, selflessness 6.Dd 

.e ecides to gi e phis little inc e of 5000 r b cause he eel ~ t 

.hile 1 . . 1e.Lpt:d him in il is .. rentice p, fter e oes c ~ to rica .e ill take 

a Job in rage, or t. true driver be 111 no lon ·er need 1 t. By le ding hia 

lite ith selflessness and renunci tion and follc rin t 

he will serve his fello en." 

th of elt- rfection 

T ere is much else in t he .,tr .at t· .i 1 not ermit e ell upon it. 

I Q ter t n ears I bel .ieets Larr., in 1 Pris. EI r old ssio s r 

re a ·ened nl r to ue fr rc:1 ted. H Larr, ets p or op ie cDo ld a c ild 

hood rind one a tine, spiritsd ~e itive orl rried but n runk 

nd op fiend in a lo dive in .. is use t.e s den et. of her us 

v.nd c ild in an utomoblle ccident. Ho s1e ins fr one hell to another. 

How now Larry D nell decides to rr .. er .av enaed the loveline• a or r 

oal, and how me a lea to ref'orm :?{ m et t e c --•~• ot Larry's lne, and 

how Isa 1, consumed with Jealous , tries to def ta ftoril to T rt, 
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d~struction and sends her back to drunkeruess. 

selfishness nad heartles ass c&.n destro., - -

H ten 

• t is 

rne s c sav, h 

t e~ hase t t e tory. 

One may uestion whether the rell ion . hich Larry covers 1 ver.f carefully 

t' ou ht out. After all Somerset ug is not theologian. But Larry ha found 

deep insi ht, what man lives for, what gives me i to lite an t elpa 

man suraount the trials n inevit&.ble evils which bef 11 all human be·n s. I don't 

think th~ Larry had ' to travel to so many countries. Peo le can discov~r the s m 

thin where t 1ey are if they seek 1 t. e can f'in.1 the s e mission her t home. 

Unfortunately we ta e oU&.· r ligion rather echanically, only hen en are s . ken 

out or the utine of t .... ir li "88 s Larry s do t e' r seek the ans er or \.uestiona 

nm ,o they begin to probe into their aning and ve no rest. en n seek, 

the find .... 
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