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FREE 1 D D& OCR.l TIC JElHSH COt" 0 LTH 

hat is im lied? ·ha t ro res s been de in chievin it? ith s . ecial 
ref ~rence to recent declar'-- tions in favor of a Je ish Commonw t.. ltn by President 
Roosevelt and uovernor Deiey . 

By 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
'un n.y mornin 00 , October ~9, 1944 



Three signiricant statements ere issued in the last fe eeks which have a irect 

bearing on the subject · hich I wis to discuss •ith you this morning . 

You may recall th t early tis year in January or lebr rry on t e eve oft e 

effective date of the hite Paper, resolutions ere introduced both in the ouse nd 

the 'enate of the Congress of t:1e nited Stc1.tes "tn&t t e United tc1.tes shall use its 

good offices to take appropriate measures to tne end that the doors of Palestine snail 

be ooened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be f 11 o ,ortunity 

• 
for colonization, so that t e Je ish eoole may ultim tely recon titute Palestina as 

free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth . " 

This resolution, or these resolutions, were sponsored by leaders of both 

olitical parties . At the time of their introduction leaders both of the minority and 

majority roups rose on the floor of Con 0 ress nd spoke in h arty endorsement of these 

resolutions . Hearin5s on t~em ere held on four consecut·ve d ys in Febr ry before 
was 

the Foreign Affairs Committee of' tne ouse . The entiment in Con,..;ress, • hich ;informally 

canvassed before t & e resolutions ere introduced t s over helmin l.f in favor . d" them . 
deferring action 

Before action could be ta:en the ~ r epartment sent a communic·tion1 stutin~ 11 itho t 

reference to e merits of t ' e resolution t .. at because of military consid r tions it 

would be advis bl to defer action on the resolutions . " Of cour->e -ction ~as deferred . 

Since t~ t time the hole milit~rJ picture of course has been chan ed . The 

war has moved away ~rom the 1 edi ter ranean and the .r ear East . D-D y too place . Our 

armies and the armies of tne United ations are fi hting in Ger an territory . But more 

recently we raised the uestion a 4in with the; r Department . On October 10, Secret ry 

Stimson rote to denator Taft tat in his 11 jtrlJment, polotical consi erations no~ out ei h 

the military, and the issue should oe determinoo. upon t · e political rather than the 

mili t· ry b sis . " Thus t e military objections ere lifted . ••hen Con.,)ress reconvenes 

on November 15, in all li elihood these resolutions ·11 be acted upon favor·bly . 
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e also recall that in June and July of this year, both the national conventions 

of the major olitical oarties inclu ed u oro- alestine plank in their p·rty plat~orms 

and endorsed the building of a free and democratic Jewish Commonwe 1th. This is an 

unprecedent ,d act of his tor· c significance, and it placed or.~u.nized 11meric, n public 
t e 

opinion, as far as it could be reflected at/national conventions of tJjo ':>rec...t rties 

back of tne ideal for a Jeiish Commonwe 1th . 

On October 1~, ,iust a few ee.Ks c1go, Governor Dewey, candidate of the Re bliccn 

Party for the presidency of the United ~tates, i~sued the followin~ statement which ·s 

the second of these three significant statements. I quote him: "I heartily endorse the 

Palestine plank in the epublican party platform. Again Ir peat nat I previously 

stated to the great leaderof the American Zionist movement and distin~uished ~mericun, 

Ur. bba Hillel ilver 7 that I am for tne constitution of Palestine as a free and 

democr&tic Jewish commonwealth in accordance with the Falfour Declar&tion of 1917 and 

the Resolution of tne nepublicc.i.Il Congress in 192~. I h ve also stdted to Dr. uilver that 

in order to ive ref e to millions of distressed Jews driven from their homes by 

tyranny, I favor the opening of alestin to their a1limited immi 1 r· tion and land 

ownership." 

"The Americc.m people have time and again declared themselves in favor of these 

rinci les. The epublican rt has at all times been t e traditional friend of the 

movement." 

11 As President, I would use my best offices to h' ve our overnment urking together 

with Gre~t Britain to achieve t ' is great objective for a eople that have suffered so 

much and deserve so much at the hands of mankind." 

And three days later, .. at the convention of the Zionist Orianiz· tion of 

America which met at Atlantic City, the Presi ent of the United St'tes, t o h venator 

Waner,· ho was co-s onsor of the alestine solution in the ~en te sent the follo ing 

mes a e: 
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"Knowing that you are to attend t i e 47th annual convention of the Zionist 

Organization of America, ask you to conve.> to t .1 ___ delegates assembled mv co ial 

greetings. lease express my satisfaction tnt-t in accord I'd th traditional m ri an 

policy and in keepin~ ,it tne spirit of the Four Freedoms, the Democr~tic Party 

at its July convention this year incl ded the following plank in its .latform: 

: e f vor the openin~ of Palestine to unrestric t ed Je ish immi~ration and coloniz~tion 

and such a policy as to result in the est&blishment t. re of~ free and democratic Je ish 

Commonwealth.'" 

"Effort.swill be mude to firrl ai propriate ways and means of effectuating this 

policy as soon as acticable. I ow hm Ion .. , and rdently t e J e.vish peo le h· ve 

worked and rayed for the establishment cf falestine as a free and emocratic Jewish 

Common ea.th. I am convinced that the American people aive their supJort to t his 

aim; and if re-elected I shall help to bring about tis re·liz tion." 

Now, there are still so e Jews w o are sin ere nd ell-dis osed who are afraid 

or who have been incited to fear by this term'\Jewish Coi.nonwe 1th." I want to address 

myself to them this mor·ing. I am not addressing myself to the intransi eant bitter

enders whom no argument will persuade and no chan e of events will alter t heir fixed 

opinions. These 9eo le unfortunately, we must stri e off. ·o great cause has ever 

received unanimous approval. 

Now, the term, "Jewish Commonwealth" is not a new term. It is not a new 

concept. It is an old term as old if not older than the term "Jewish National 

Home" of the Balfour Declaration and the ndate. It w s first used in this country by 

the first American Jewish Con6ress ich met shortly after the last ar in hiladelphia 

and was attended by Zionists and non-Zionists. The leader among the non-Zionists 

was that gre .... t figure in Americ Jewish life, Louis arshall. At this Con··ress hich 

met in 1918, a delegation was elected to represent American Je ry at the Peace Conference 

and tne Congress formulated t e following instructions for this deleg·tion: 
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I am qµoting: "Thev ... re to cooperate ~. ith the representatives of other Jewish 

wganizations, specifically with the world ~ionist 0r6anization, to the end that the 

Peace Conference mi ::,ht recognize the aspirations and historic claims of t h e Jewish 

peo le in regard to Palestine and might declare, in accordance with the British 

Government's Declaration, that there should be established such political. administr tive 

and economic conditions in Palestine as would assure under the trusteeship of Great 

Britain, acting in behalf of such a League of Nations as might be formed, the evelopment 

of Palestine into a J ev;ish Commonweal th. 11 

This term, "Jewish Commonweal th," was used frequently by those who in t e first 

place were responsible for the issuance of the Balfour Declar&tion and the bandate by 

the statesmen of Great Britain and the he .-.1ds of our own Lrovem ment in the United btates. 

For example, David Lloyd eorge, who was rime t~tinis ter at the time declared: "It 

was contemplated that when the time arrived for according representative institutions 

to Palestine, if the Jews ad meanwhile responded t o te op_ortunity afforded t em by the 

idea of a National Home and had become a definite maj ority of the inhabitants, t hen 

Palestine would thus become a Jewish Commonwealth." 

Lord Hobert Cecil, great sta tesman of Great Britain at that time sta ted: 

"Our wish is that Arabian countries shall be for the Arabs, Armenia for the rmenians, 

and Judaea for the Jews." 

General Smuts, member of the War Cabinet, stated in 1919: "From those parts 

of the world where the Jews are op_oressed and unhappy here t ey are not elcomed 

by the rest of the Christian population from those parts of ti1e world you will yet 

see an ever -increasing stream of emigration towards Palestine; and in generations to come 

you will see a great Jewish State rising there once more." 

Sir Herbert Samuel who was First rtigh Commissioner in Palestine, in 1919 declared: 

"The policy oropounded before the Peace Conference, to hich the Zionist leaders 

unshakably adhere, is the promotion t o the fullest de ree that the larrl conditions 

of the country allow, of Jewish immigration and of Jewish settlement, the concession to 
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J ewish authorities of many of tne gre t p.iblic works of ihich t he country stands so 

greatly in need, the ctive promotion of Je ish cultural development ~nd t . e full est 

measure of local self-government, in order tha t i th the minimum of delay t he country 

may become a purely self-governing ~ommon ealth under the aus ;ices of an es tablished 

Jewish maj ori ty." 

r. / inst n vhurc ·u.11 who was in 1920 ecretary of 0tate for ~ar, and now 

.Prime inister of reat Britain stated -- and I am quoting him: "If as may ell 

hap en, there should be created in our own lifetime b,r the banks of the Jordan a Je ish 

State under t he protection of the British Cr n hich mi •_,ht comprise three or four 

millions of Je s, an event will have occurred in the history of the world which ould 

from every point of view be beneficial, an 

truest interests of the British Empire . " 

ould be es ecially in h~rmony ith the 

Finally, President 0 ilson in 1919 declared: "I am persuaded tru-..t the Allied 

n tions, with the fullest concurr ence of our Gover.nment and our people are agreed 

th tin Pal ~stine shall be laid the founda ions of Jewish Commonwealth." 

Tne Palestine Royal Commission, you will rec~ll who s~~aks for ~reat Britain, 

to years ago made t he proposition of p tition of alestine as t he solution gave 

t he historic picture of all that was involved in tne statement : "It is obvious tha t 

His ajesty's Government could not commit itself to the establSshment of a Jelish 

State . It could only undertake to facilitate t e growth of a Home. It would depend 

mainly on the zeal and enterprize of the Jews nhether the Homoe would grow 'big 

eno h to become a State'" · That report refers to the uotu.tions to which I referred 

to the British leading st· tesmen and tne press -- The spoke or rote in terms at 

could only me an that t hey contemplated the eventual establishm nt of a Jevish State . 

So that this term, "Je~ish Commonwe· lth" is not a ne term, a ne concept. e 

are using it tcxiay in place oft 

unfortuntely has been thro h these 

tenn "Jewish National Home," bec ·use that term 

ears so misinterpreted byte Colonial Office, 

so hittled down until it re ched t e hite P per st ge w re t e Je ish Nat·onal ane 
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was fallen to mean a 1/5 minority. 

e have been constrained to bring back the original term, the ori~in 1 me· ning of 

Jewish ~tional Home forcibly . 

What is m ant by the term, "Je lish Commonwealth'?" Is the J ewish Commonweulth 

to be all Jewish? Are t he rabs to b excluded? ill reli 0 ion be a qualificati on for 

holding office in tnis Jewish Commonwealth? ill t ere be a union of ~hurch and 

tate? In reply to these 4uestions, I can only quote the official position of the 

Zionist ·ovement, ex ressed at t . e hearings before the Fonign Affairs Committee in the 

house of t epresent .... tives in tne words of ur. Newnann. This is hat ·ne underst. nd by the 

term 11 J e iish Common eal th. " 

"By a Jewish Commonwealth we certainly do not neu.n a sta.te . hlch is exclu ... ively 

Jewish. e do not me · n t o driv8 t e exist rab population into the desert or cast it 

into the sea. On tne contrary, tho e ··,no choose t do so are to remain. oreover their 

civic and ersonal ri hts shall be inviolate. There shall be a full and co1.plete 

e uality before the law. ot only t nut but the Ar~bs shall have ever y r· ht and 

possibility to preserve and develop their cultural dnd reli ious heritage. Th ir langua e 

shall be recognized and t heir traditions res.ect d. rrl in addition t ey sh· 11 share 

sully int' economic advantages ard opportllllities and e pros oerity which ill come 1;ith 

the mcxiernization of tne coontry and t development of i t s resources." 

"Indeed, this has already been t e case in a substanti 1 me· sure. If. tnen, we 

are asked wnat do ~e mean bJ t he adj ctive "Je ish" us a2_lied to the fut ure Commonr1ealth 

of Palestine, my answer is a t it is a short an c. ooreviat .d wa of sayinu that t . o h 

the repatriation of 1 re numoers o Euro )can and other Jes, t he Je"ish peo >le will 

attain a numerical majority in alestine d t reby erm· nentl guarantee t e open door 

for ot rs o m~y follo; so th' t alesti es.all never cease to serve as a s nctuary 

and homeland for any c2.nd all .iJucll J e s from 1hatever part of t e world .■:ho ur choose 

to got ere int e future. It will also be· Je ish Common e2lth int e vit 1 sense 

th~t in th·t country , in th t little corn r o' tie iorld, the Je,ish > ople nu loner 

living under minority conditions but as a majorit, will be free to appl th ir t lent 
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t~eir industry, their enius and leave the • elible im ress of tieir civilizat· on upon 

their ncestr 1 land as in the a"'s f the ki s ·nd t he _:)ro9hets . 11 

"But the development of this Je dsh Commonwealth shall take place under 

democr tic instl tutions nd in a emocratic s·lirit. Th e~s ill repon erute nd lead 

in t.i.le development of the country without domin· tin0 or oopre.,sing tne minor· ty. J e • 

and J.rab devot to tneir respec , ive cultures and traditions shall c 1op~rate ~s free and 

eq 1 citizens and jointly contribul o t the pros;>erity and welf· re of c... con.mon sinJle 

unitary state. The rab citizens of the J e''lish Common ~ea.l th JOI'. ill be as f vorably 

situated as are th French-s ·eaAing citizens of the ritish Dominion of Canada . It 

will be a free and democratic Jewish state compose of Jews 

if there rA any Bu dhist~ as ell -- com.atriots ~11 . 

office even tne iahest." 

oslems Chri~ti·ns and. 

11 ~h·ll e eli ible to public 

This is at we mean, when rn s ea.k of the Jc ilisn Co unon eulth . 

But wh t is not eant b:,· the Je ish Common e 1th i s the fol.lo ing: t does 
Engl nd or o th .hme~· ca, or any other country_: 

not mean th,t t e Jews of the United States/shall be citizens of thut or 

owe to it any political allegiance •. ny more th n the Czechs living in the United St tes 

shall o e allegiance to Czechoslov kia or tne Poles to .caland altho h interested in 

seeing that eople int ose countries m nave ri~hts . alestine ~ill oe the countr of 

those Jews w 10 go there, who are there. They ill be the citizens of tnat Jewish 

Commonwealth. The Jes of America are ci tizens oft e Unite~ 'tates . hey 1·ve only 

one }Olitical allegjance. The e1s of the world, generally, are tied together by historic 

bonds, by a common nerita~e, reli ion, cultur· a finity. Trey are citizens in the 

countries in ich they live, and loyal exclusively to those countries. The Jewish 

Commonwe 1th does not th refore involve an;f duel alle ,iance and only those hose 

ment· 1 proce ses have been paralized by fear or who h· ve been s1ell-shocke by the 

assaults of anti-Semi ism onl such Je s c n conjure up the picture of un-11rneri.. .. • nism," 

in movement icn rece·ved t e he rt endorsement in 

Cnr'sti· ministers in meric ve ov e i 1 a roved. In all t • n s ich ert in 



-8-

to ~meric·n life, tne sition oft c Jew in tne United .Jtates, and its .t-triotic 

obligations, I for one, would prefer to follow tne thinking of a nan of Justice Louis 

D. Br&.ndeis a r;re ..... t . eric· n one of the gre .... test J·eVls, an ulso a leader in the 

Zionis t 1, ovement -- I should refer to follo ,·, him ratner t an t11e 

leaders tne t pe of men sue 1 qs Le3sing os enw ' ld . 

teric, 1 fri~htened 

et the recent visit of .r . Jose~h roskauer, fresiaent of 

the eri an Je ish Committee ho visited our city in o er to or.,,-'4nize a h· 1)ter of 

t ne American Jewish Gommittee here . .1.10 one uestions tfle r"ght of the JUne ican Je ish 

Committt..e to or5anize a chapter here . i'o one ;uestions tne ri ht of loct.l eople to 

or anize it . This is a free comitry . One mi0 ht question the wisdom of it . T(lat I 

shu 1 refer to later on . 

But in urging the organization of a Cnlif)ter of tne Alllericc...n Jewish Cornni ttee 

... r. Pros.reauer in t ublic u~terances, made certain st., tem nts concernin6 the meric· n 

Jewish Conference, t.e Zionist leaders and ~ionism, con erning · tne President's -
st· tement which I red to you a mom~nt ago conce in the gre·t interest und devotion 

to the cause of Jewish unity . All or these statements call 1or a reply . 

I ru~~e t~is reply , not in a spirit of controversy nor to stir up controvers . 
w!dch I h· ve been 

In all the .eurs in/public life, I have to my best kno led e, never critized the 

Americ,n Je ish Committee until the coming of r . Pros~a er into the .residency of 

th: .. t or ·anization less than two ears ago . The meric· n .Je 1ish Cor.unittee a a 

lonO' and nonored record of service t the c use of our eople in tne field of safe

guarding the r i·hts oft e Jews of our country . In my hum le judgment it ould n·ve been 
own 

bet er for the hmerican Jewisn Committee to ·ve confined i self to its/avo ed four-

fold urpose and not to ve entered t e field of ideolog ·ca.l controversy -- here, 

by its own decl·red purposes it does not belong . The avo ed program of the meric.n 

Jewish Committee is t e follo ing : 1) To revent tne infraction of the c·vil and 

religious ri hts of the Jeis in any part of the orld . (~) To render all la ful . 

assistance int e event of invasion or r striction of such ri ·hts . (B) To secure for 
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t e JeVis e uality of economic soci 1 and educntion'l Ol ortunities . (4) To 

allevic.. te the consec.uences of persecut ·on . 

hile I huve not alva s ~ pr oved of e method and technic,.ue of the A ,e1 ic· n 

Jewish Committee I never felt justified to at ·ck an orga izution which w·s e·rnes ly 

striving to do good for our eople . The leaders of t .. e An,er · c· n Je .ish Committee in 

the ast out of their j)rofound interest in other ~roble s of J ~·ish life 0 e e 11 

have from time to time coo erated with the Zionists . They 1ere ve in.., trw ,ental in 

ringing ,. bout the enlarged J e ·ish ::-, ency for Palestine in 19'" . In tneir vd.sdorr. 

~nd st~ esm~nship the AmericLn J€~ish Committeecor ined it~elf to the field 

of de ense of Jev:'sh r.;ghts, relief ot to the field of ideolo ic~l dispu es . 

Here I quote from n articl on the Americvn Je··sh Committee · the niv rsul 

J e • sh Enc clopedi i ri t ten by h ~ ecrett.r of the 1 .. meric· n J e":ish Commit e ic 

stu tes : Since the es • blishl nt o the J e1..ish 

the olicy of aking no action on olitic 1 

exclusively to the Jewish A enc . " 

ency he ommi ee h· followed 

es ions ir P· lesti e. l e · vi s h ue"' im s 

t :·s the case til t o ,/ ~ • rs • • o ~· unt • 1 ,, r . r6skr uer • r e in o .. e 

Presidenc;: o the Con i ttee . It , s • s a result of his bit er • d relentless • dvoc,. c~ 

of u ne, line i th reference to u.lestine in the 1 eric· n Jewish Commi tee tl.ti.t t e 

Committee 1,·as unfortu atel r led t w ithdruw fron1 the Americ..in Je· ·sh Comerence, o 

isolate itself from t e ,.er· c Je ish scene ad brinp do~n 

uoon itself con emn tion and force 1 en and ort,uniz~ ions to resi. n from th· t or • niz· .. . ion 

. ho up to th·t time found it congeni·l to rem·in nd ,· rk ith that Ol'g· iz· io • 

To muke up or that loss nrt ··in some opular b· cki for his ro r· 1 • r . 

Prosk·uer is no attem tin t o or ize loc·l chapters 0 t e eric n Je is 

Committee in many cities in he United tJtates . 

I said th· t in the past Zion· st 1 • ders f und it ossi· le to • ork 1,•·i th the leoders 

o he meri • n Je,·.i h Cor it tee . In 19 8 . . . 

n l ·., ·s Ii ic ed a morent go t l ·ders 1 er· c n J e i 
h Co ittee 
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met· ·th Zionist leaders in burich ... I . was oresent at th t co fer nee in iurich . 

v,r. ros uer a that ime w· s not even a member of he 1 eric· n J e ish Committee . 

Representing that Committee were men of the ty e of Louis r r haD., C;rr s 1 dJ er nd 

r urg and any another great Jewish m· .n . :'e 1ere • ble to ·•or out b. 0r ula . ere 

everything th· t cone crned a esti e ould oe in the 1&nds of t e J ev ish P.genc/ n de 

up of fift~ percent Zio ist ~nd fifty perc~nt on-Zionis . 

Why ms it possible to come to such a bLsic ·ree cnt? Because hese le· ders of 

the American J e ·1 • sh Commit tee c:1.ccepted as f• cts as intern tiorn:i lly accredited :'b c s 

the alfour Dec • ration the \ . ...,ndate r'or Palestir e • nd all it im lied . The,· accepted 

three simple facts : (1) That tL.ere is such a thing s a Je·ish eopl int e orld 

not merely individual Jewis eople . The ulf our Declt.ra.tion spe s of c. J . 'isl 

eople : tellec ·u~lly historic~lly just a ·ny o her people . Ho ever it s o e 

difference from other eoole, tne mi lennial tr ed· of our eople, of all oeople of 

t e world . It ~lone possesses no centr 1 national .ome . 

Tne second f~ctor ~ccepted s ;j.c h, t the e is bic•toric connection of tnis J e "ish 

peo)le \· ·th P-lestine . Palestine wrs not just another country to which r fugees could JO 

like ~an Dorn· n ,.o or Oan da . It was not just ""'nother sylum for refuge s . It ..-ms a 

a ul' ce ··here Jews h' d a ri ht to P.'o because it :as AC J e ish countr~ •. It as hi oric • lly 

the Land of Isr- el and the nu. tions v; r e resolved to ehlp t.ke it so a ain . Thus the 

, nd te in its ver reumble s • s of the his oric connec ion d. the J e ·lish eo le 

: th ales tine not • th It ly or • i th pain u.S 

ith alestine s a eople and th ir ri ht o 

nution'l home . That s the second prirci1Jle 

people. ut s1ecific lly in connection 

turn to it and to rebuild it £..S heir 

reed on . 

And the third if' s t at Pulest • e ·1 s not to be .just • 1 other ome for re Je s . 

It w s to oe a national home . It s home frr ~ n tio . ot tha all Je •;s ould 

live h re ary more th· n • that • l Je s live i i ny. Fr· nee . J:i'rance is 

the nation 1 home for the French En 1 for th E lis nd r , n for t e ue 

On the si nd accept ce of these i s valved in the alfour eclar·tion 
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and the andate the ver 1 irst Louncil of the J e ish a 0 ency, cor os d of L.ioni s 

and non-Zionists issued the follo ing st· teme t : 

" fh reas the "' ov rnment of Gret.. t ri tain ~ b. the l.li'our ec r· ion h· s 

pledged to use its best endeavors to f c li ate the establishne t of 

for the Je ish eople in P lesti e; 

e n tionul home 

11 hereas t e Deel ration ht..s oeen a!1proved b, the eabue of utions • hich 

designates lire[._t Britain t, S the II undbtor pO\ er and by t e Congre s of the United 

States of America ; 

"~hereas the Palestine mandate created r e Jewish gency as a ublic bod to 

coo9erate with the mand tory power in a.11 matters concernini, the est· blishm nt of 

the Je-ish Nati~nal Home; 

":hereas, the munrlti.tory po er has aµ >roved the enl r t;ement of the ,Jewish ency 

to include and ret>resent all Je :s ionis ts as el as non-Lii mis ts; 

"Where' s the iionist Orga.niz&tion and the no -Zionists have nO\ joined in 

th formi g oft e enlarged Jewish .Age cy ; 

"T .. e Council of the Jewish gency t its first se sion una.nimoU!Jly resolves : 
11 (1) That it rejoices t at a.ll Isr· el is united for he upbuilding of the 

Je ish Nutionul Home i 

to the sacred cause . 

L.lesti e, and Culls Ut on ever Je,1 thro hout the orld to rally 

11 (2 ) Tne Council of ti1e Je,. .. ish gency expresses its appreci· tion to Gr at 

Britain for the issu·nce of the Bulfour Deel r· tion , and conf·dentl, hopes th·t it 

ad tory ,ill cooperate with the enlar ed ~ enc in fully re·lizing the _re t • im set 

by the Deel ration and t e and·te . " 

arsrall a , reed ~th this . ·arburg ~greed to this . dler a reed to this . 

Thut was the attitude o the Ame r ic•n Jewish Cormittee until r . lroskauer c me into it . , 
Pr . roskauer in acce ti the resi er.cy 1· de a condition about the Co ilDittee acce ting 

his osition on Palest· e . In hiss tement hich ·as ublished there is no mention 

of tne u d te, no mention of the J i h opl th Jewish enc not.ing . All 

is v ni hed . 11 the ork of th , e ionis ove1ent, thi move ent n st·blished insti ution 



of fifty Zionism 
/ all the of the enl r~ed J ish a ency i which Liionis s • nn mn- ,io i.,ts 

particip ted, were all brushed aside . r. Pros. uer n s a formul of his 01,1n ·hich 

re has bee eddlin~ a.bout ·hich hes· tes is non-' io ist but ·lich Zio is s kno 

i .. s arrant anti-L.ionist. Bee use he could not force his formula on 

Con erence ·tte ded by 500 dele u es. becuuse his fo nula cou d receive onlT hree v es 

at that Conference three votes includi his own, 11r . Proskaue~ olted ConlC~ r..ce. 
out of most 

pulled the Amoric n Je vish Committee / this/democratic~lly or . .,anized body over asse led 

by American Jewry. 

•hat is his formula? He calls for the postponement of the ·hole ½Ues ion of the 

Jewish National Home -..·hich was lre· dy accepted 25 ye· rs ago a free and democr&ti.c 

Je vish commonVi·oalth in P estine to so e nebulous eriod i the future . He calls for 

forgetting bout it all, Just obtaining some i tern·tional trust eship to fe mrd 

Je vish irrJD.i ration into Palesti e. In otner 1, ords he calls for another mandt..te and 

another m ndatory power exce t that the ter.s oft e mand'te sh·ll not include uny 
or 

reference to the Jeiish ational ome the JeYish .na e y the Jewish Conman eult any-

thin else s ecificta.lly Jewish - an int er ·onal trust eship .hich will sufe~uard 

J ewi h immi. ,ration to alestine . 1 'r . .t'roskauer naively over-looks the f .... ct; perhaps 

ot o n ively, that the ·,hole political controversy in recent .. ears has revolved 

ro d immigr ation . Tna.t tne Ar bs don't want Jews to come into the country s 

~ J,1ajority. The whole lfUestion whether the Jew shall or s 1 not be allo ed to 

enter depends in the last analysis on what oliticul decision 1ill be reached in the ver 

deu.r future on tne final political structure of the countr. 

If the ~reat power decide, for ex mple, and ultimately all decisions ill rest 

ith the three or four great po,ers. If they will decide, as they must decide oretty 

soon and erhaps they have already made tneir decision - th·t Palestine should be 

n Arab St·te as contem lated int e hite Paper, then clearly no more Je ish immigration 

.ill be permitted to enter tnan will insure preeminently an rab St te· if the ~reat 

o ers decide on a bi-n tional s te they ill 'mit immi ration up to the point 
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of parity with tne Arabs to insure st~bility; if the great o 1ers should decide upon 

partition they ill allow a. certain number in the J e ish pa.rt aid rohi bit J e~·. ish 

immi,·r·.tion in the r~b part; if on the other hand the greb.t pov.ers decide on a 

Je ish Commonwealth tnen free and unrestricted Je ·ish immi ration will be permitted 

in all of Palestine . n other vords, tne i.mmi5ration problem is continent u on a 

politicul solution and th·t this ~olitical decision ml.l!,t in logic precede the 

decision on i·Jni?r tion. 

Not no one, of course intends to est~blish a Je ish Common ulth w·th all its 

governmental a par tus until the Jews are a majority in Palestine . lliut the Je·.s want 

now is the power hich lodges in Gover ent to take over the control of Jewish 

immi. -ration to make sure tha.t there \ ill be established in the shortest ossible time . 

Un:ier the control of the present wandatory or the control of ny other intern tional 

trusteeship no such thing is possible. The pres nt 1an tory has th o.rted Je ·ish 

immi~.r~ tion, h~s ut ever obstacle in the ay so th t it ould not become a majority . 

o er of control of i igration s ould be vested in the Je isn 11genc so th:1. t it c01ld 

create an economic abs or )ti ve capacity i a s11ort time hlch could bring in a 

large number of Jes which would oring ubout • Jewish Commonweulth. 

This ta.lk about timeliness is ver trivial talk -- that if the Je ish people 

• ould not talk now ·bout a Je ish Commonwealth ten the Ar·bs would be cau ht off 

gub.rd . They ,ould agree to J e ·1ish immitra tion . This is naivete of the most asbunding 

type . President oosevelt does not think th~t discussion of the Jewish Common~ealth 

is untimely . This is the time . Every eople k:nm,s tnat this is the time for it to 

present its legitimate claims to the world tribunal . Pe· ce conferences are bei g 

held now . It is a mistake to assume tat at tne close of thP. war a peace conference 

ill settle all oblems . Dumbarton Oaks is p·rt of the peace conference . Ever· time 

our leaders meet, in oscow, Cs blanca Canada basic decisions affecting eoples 

are made . There may not be~ peuce conference after thew rat all, or only one to 

ratify decisions which have been m de durin these y ars of war . It would be folly 
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for & people who have jut claiffis to miss an o~portunity ~rouse public opinion. 

Finally in justifying the withdrawal of the ericun Je1ish Committee row t e 

American Jewish Conf rence, .'ros auer has repeatedly criticized the Conference as 

being unrepresentative, thu.t the extreme t,ionists swept the Conference off its feet 

and th t the delegates ere COidI ·tted in advance to ~ionism . I should li e to make 
• 

the following observations, first as an 01ficer of the E.merican Confere ce nd econdly 

the conference will meet ~gain in Pittsburgh for the second session. 

The fililerican Jewish Committee did not ant to come into the Conference in the 

first place . It was afraid of being submerged. It fa.S 'fro.id also of the derocratic 

processes of the Conference. t ,as sever~l months after 45 principal national 

organizations ahd a reed to come to such a conf rence that the Committee reluctantly 

joined after insisting upon the ch n e of the name from Assembly to Conference. 

The Committee a reed to and signed the official call for organizinJ n Americ·n 

Je~ish vonference. There rere twoitems on the a enda of tne Co erence 10 the 

protection of Jewish rights in the post-~ ar world and (2) "to consider and recommend 

action upon all matters looking toward the implementation of the rights of the Jewish 

people with respect to Palestine . 

On the Interim Committee :hich c .... lled e 1..1011.i' _rence, the Committee vus represented 

by its president, 1 r . Pros .. auer. The rules of the election I re •,ell known and ap roved 

a their representative arrl they did not object to the method o election. 

There were 377 dele:ates elected b the communities ·nd 1~3 chosen by 65 nati nal 

organi ·:.tions, so th·. t t e total delegation amount d t 500. Those elect d b the 

communities ere cnosen by 23,000 electo~s repre~enting 8, 00 loc· 1 6roups -- l elector 

for each 50 members in a local orfsanization. In other •;ords some two million two hundred 
trough 

fi ty thous·nd Jews artlcipated thro h their 5roups, /tneir electors ·t these elections. 

Naturally any represent·tives • re e ected on a platform. If the platform 

was unacce. table the electors could ,ve rejected t em. That is emocr cy~ The majority 

of those elected to the 'onference 1 re in f vor of a Jewish Common alt bee use the 
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maj ori ty <f the Jews in America are in .favor of a Jr.j dsh Common ealth. But the 

Zionists ·.vere no more comrni t ted to t !eir ro,;ra.m t an ros! .. auer or his rou ere 

committed to t heirs. The delegates knew very ell ·:h, t they i anted . Th se d legates 

I must say, many of them represented the finest and most intellectual Je~s i n the 

United States from all w u::s of life, from all sections of the countr;/ . The erican 

J e •rish Commit tee kne full ell, , en it entered tne Conference thu t the Jewish 

Corru. onwealth Resolution would bet e c ,ntral area of co 1trov ~ sy. The discusvion 

of Palestine ut the Conference was prolonged. T t Commission on Palestine met for 

two days. The Commission reflected in miniature the Conference. Mr. Pros.,c· uer as 

there. He pa.rt~cipated in the discussion. He presented his case fully. Three 
I 

resolutions ere introduced, one bJ the Zionists, one b tpe non-Zionists :nd me 

bJ r. Proskauer. It was possible to work out a co promise resolution ith the 
a.nd t e r ->presentatives of t . e Union of A11eric ,n °ebre I Con~reiiu.tionf - tY!e RefQrm l;)lo; 

non-Zionist body,/but not 1th Pros'ra.uer. The Co . ·ttee representative alone 

mude no concessions. The vote was 1 to 2. ,r. os ~"'uer had his o;> ort, i t;y to 

present case to the 1 ole convention. ter ne did, the convention voted ov r whelmingly 

for the com. romise resolution, nd a.fter the vote, :r. Proska.uer spoke a • in. He 

read a ~t tment ·dopted by his ~roup in nlch they dissented from the action of the 

majority, but he ~ave us no indicati on that his dissention me~nt 1ithdr al. 

Personally I ap lauded r. ProaY.auer. He ielded tote la ' of the emocrut:ic 

majority. 

At t e first meeting of the Interim Committ e follo in~ the adjourn ent of 

the Conference, re reJentatives of .._e mericwi Je ish Co ittee p rticip~ted in the 

discussions. The re was no intimation th· t t hey would bolt. Seven ~eeks after 

that, Mr. roskauer pulled the mericun Jewish Co .. 11111 ttee out of t e ric n Je ish 

Conf erence. It is significant t at none of t.~e ot er 65 org nizations ithdrew 

from the Conference. No organiz·tion as cofillitted to the alestine Resolution .•.• 

Thus, re t or anizations li e the Uni n of Jm rican Hebre Con~restions, the Council 



-1 -

.,. 

Council of Je,ish • omen's National Sisternood, t he B'nc1i B'rith, ho bec .... p.,e ,i t'1in 

their r embership t er e er e both Zi unists nd non-Zi nists, could not see t beir ·my 

clear t o vote for t he P l es tine esolution -- .dut not s. single one i thdre, from 

t he Conference. They m intcJ. ined the solidu.rity of Je lish life. The onl y one that 

ithdrew was the Americun Jewish Committee under the inspiration of r. f roskauer. 

Had I the time I ould quote other inst,.nces. . r. Pros 1 ,.t.Uer t ''l i nks of unity 

only hen you agree 11i th him. ;nen ou • sk him to agree , ith you -- ht..t is 

disunity. 

It is significant to note t hat bodies like the Union of crican Hebrew 

Congreg tions and the Central Confer -nee of ericun Rabbis which began some 

years ago ith a systematic opposition to Zionism; have t hrough the J ears moved 

to neutr lity while the Committee reversed itself from an a t titude of preva iling 

neutrality to an attitude of op9osition. 

Dr. •eizmann, 1hen he was here in 1940, short l after th war began, was 

ver ' anxious to est~blish a llllited front bet ·een Zionists and non-~ionists. He 

got in touc'1 vith ::r . ..::101 Stroock, that time President of t :1e .n1, rict:n J e:•rish 
to see if could be 

Committee,/ titc1tt,K1tt1z dif fe ences rm/ ·roned out and a formula m arr"ved 

at. And sure enough, in June of 1942 such a joint formula was worked out and voted 

on and approved b the American Je ish Committee. Here it is: 

"l. To act in common 
a) For the maintenance of Jewish r·Jhts under the am.ate in 

Palestine for the immedi~te future. 

b) For t · e fulfillment of t e original .,:.>urposes of the alfour 
Declaration, wherebJ through unrestricted J ew 'sh i n~dbration 
and l&.rge-sc,.le colonization llllder &. regime designed for this 
pur ose Jews ma constitute a majority in Palestine and es blish 
an autonomous commonwealth, it being clearly understood thut 

1) In such a commonwealth all the inabi ants, "thout 
r 

0
ar to race or reli ion, shall enjoy canplete 

e·1uali t of ri~hts. 

~) The establishment of this common e 1th ill in no ay 
affect t· e politic 1 or civil st tus ~na · lle i nee of 
Jes ho re c·tizens of any other coW1try. 
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• To set up a su comrni tt ,e t ·) study nd ,efine the . c:1 ~s and method best 
calculated to secur t e achieve ent of the above aims." 

T c;;. t w·-s the agreement. Proskauer huard of thls agreer.i nt. He was against it. That 

it .as t e last ord of the eric·n Jewish Committee didn't matter. He t e tened 

to bolt the Americt..n Jewish Committee and ,·ould ialk out on the Co1nmittee ith his 

follov1ers. Becc.1.use of this opposition, this agreement, the work of 18 months of 

negotiations was scrapped. •hen in 1943, r. Proskauer succeeded us Presi ent, his 

platform was pushed forward, and that p.latform pulled the erican .Jewish Committee 

out of erican organized Jewry. 

It is under t~e inspiration of this man and s program that an attempt is 

to be made t organize a local chapter in Cleveland. The central idea around this 

organization will be non-Zionist or anti-Zionist hich I must say is tod~y a 

distinction \ithout difference, especially if non-Zionists or~anize for ~ction . 

lhether the re3olution ·,hich the :tiionists introd ced in the Congress of 

United 'ta tes is op.Josed s it ·.a.s violently by th,e Council for Judci.ism or by 

the opposition is there. It is defeat tn· t resolution and it cannot 

be interpreted any oti.~er way ... (Criticism of President of the United States for 

endorsement of alestine as Jei, ish Commonwealth is same as its o ;ositi n to 

mov :i. 1.e11t) • tis amazing that any responsible Dan ould attempt to under-estimate 

or to make light of deliberate public utterance of tte President of the United 

StaLes in time of war affecting a basic policy of a major ally and a attempt 

to -rite it off as something insignificance, somethi • worthless . 

•by did he do it? Bec·use r. roska.uer hus finully r lized tb this 

pet scheme has been rejected b the Americ~ peo le, by the Americ n Gov rnment . 

His program is bankrupt and on the basis of this b~nkrupt program, chapters are now 

being oreanized in various communities. Not a Rabbi of Cleveland was invited. Not 

a President of a con•regation as invited. Not a JtlDDE- kno n Zionist was invited. 
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Up to t he time of l>roskc.uer, the President of the American Zionist Orsaniz~.tion was 

a member of the .uxecutive of the .hmerican J e .ish Committee. Up to the ,timeof 

t>roskauer, the Hadassah r s a member of the AlLerict.1n J e,ish Comnittee. Zionists 

v ere not banished from the l-Jilerican J e • ish Conmit tee. This new line is striking 

a cleavaGe in the American Jewish community. 

Tne organization of such a chapter in our community, built on a ne utive 

~ttitude toward Zionism ill I am afraid be a foe 1 point of unfrlendly gitution 

and bitter controversy. He ave had a. retty riendly and harmonious Jewish ·community 

in Cleveland. The Je1 'ish Community Council, the Je ish •elfur Furn. ru.:.ve knit 

us together more and more. , e have been able to arrive at consensus of opinion 

more uickly ... Such an org nization in our community at a time hen A eric~n J e ry 

has rejected over, helmingly it pl.E..tform ill, I am afraid 1 · rden end sharpen 

ideological controversies in our ca:ununity. ~ho till ~in by it .... (ask people 

to think through t he matter before joining.) 
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T H E JEWISH ST A T E 
EXTRACTS FROM HERZL'S ZIONIST MANIFESTO • THE WORLD'S NEED 

T HE idea is a very old one : it is the restoration of the 
Jewish State. The world resounds with outcries against the Jews, 
and these outcrjes have awakened the slumbering idea ... The 
scheme includes the employment of an existent propelling force, 
on which everything depends. And what is our propelling force? 
The misery of the Jews ... I am absolutely convinced that I am 
right, though I doubt whether I shall live to see myself proved 
to be so. Those who are the first to inaugurate this movement 
will scarcely live to see its glorious dose. But the inauguration of 
it is enough to give them a feeling of pride and freedom. 

* The Jewish State is essential to the world; it will therefore 
be created. Am I stating what is not yet the case? Am I in 
advance of my time ? Are the sufferings of the Jews not yet great 
enough? .. .If the present generation is too dull to understand it 
rightly, a future, a finer, and a better generation will arise to 
understand it. The Jews who wish for a state shall have it, and 
they will deserve it. 

The Jewish question exists. It is a remnant of the Middle 
Ages, which civilised nations do not even seem to be able to 
shake off, try as they will. The Jewish question exists wherever 
Jews live in perceptible numbers. Where it does not exist it is 
carried by Jews in the course of their migrations. We naturally 
move to those places where we are not persecuted, and there our 
presence produces persecution. This is the case in every country, 
and will remain so even in highly civilised countries, till the Jewish 
question finds a solution on a political basis... I think the Jewish 
question is no more a social question that it is a religious one. 
It is a national question which can only be solved by making it 
a political world question to be discussed and settled by the civilis
ed nations of the world in council. 

* We are a people, one people. We have honestly endeavoured 
everywhere to merge ourselves in the social life of the surround
ing communities and to preserve only the faith of our fathers. 
We are not permitted to do so. In vain we are loyal patriots, 
our loyalty in places running to extremes. In vain do we make 
the same sacrifices of life and property as our fell ow citizens. 
In vain do we strive to increase the fame of our native lands in 
science and art or their wealth by trade and commerce. In count
ries where we have lived for centuries we are still cried down as 
strangers and often by those whose ancestors were not yet domi
ciled in the land where Jews had already suffered ... The longer 
anti-Semitism lies in abeyance the more fiercely it will break out. 

* No one can deny the gravity of the situation of the Jews. 
Wherever they live in perceptible numbers they are more or 
less persecuted. Their equality before the law, granted by statute 
has become practically a dead letter. They are debarred from 
filling even moderately high positions, either in the Army or 
in any public or private capacity, and attempts are made to thrust 
them out in business also : ttDon't buy from the Jews!" Attacks 
in Parliaments, in assemblies, in the press, in the pulpit, in the 
streets, on journeys, - for example their exclusion from certain 
hotels - even in places of recreation, become daily more numer
ous. The forms of persecution vary according to the countries 
and social circles in which they occur Shaqes of anti-Jewish 
feeling are innumerable. Everything tends, in fact, to one and 

the same conclusion which is clearly enunciated in that classic 
Berlin phrase, uJuden raus !" (Out with the Jews). 

* Oppression and persecution cannot exterminate us. No nation 
on earth has survived such struggles and suffering as we have 
gone through. Jew-baiting has merely stripped off our weakling . 
The strong among us were invariably true to our race when 
persecution broke out against them. . .. The distinctive nationality 
of the Jews neither can, will, nor must be destroyed. It cannot be 
destroyed because external enemies consolidate it. It will not be 
destroyed. This is shown during two thousand years of appalling 
suffering... Whole branches of Judaism may wither and fall but 
the trunk remains. 

We are one people. Distress binds us together, and thus 
united we suddenly discover our strength. Yes, we are strong 
enough to form a State, and indeed a model State. We possess 
all human and material resources necessary for the purpose ... Let 
the sovereignty be granted to us over a portion of the globe 
large enough to satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation; the 
rest we shall manage for ourselves... Palestine is our ever memo
rable historic home. The very name of Palestine would attract 
our people with a force of marvellous potency... We should 
there form a portion of a rampart of Europe against Asia, an 
outpost of civilisation as opposed to barbarism. 

* No human being is wealthy or powerful enough to transplant 
a nation from one habitation to another. An idea alone can 
compass that. And this idea of a State may have the requisite 
power to do so. The Jews have dreamt this kingly dream all 
through the long nights of their history. ttNext year in Jerusalem" 
is our old phrase. The dream can be converted into a living reality ... 

The word "impossible" has ceased to exist in the vocabulary 
of technical science. Were a man who lived in the last century 
to return to earth, he would find the life today full of incom
prehensible magic ... Wherever we moderns appear with our inven
tions, we transform the desert into a garden. To build a city 
takes in our time as many years as it formerly required centuries. 
Distance has ceased to be an obstacle... Thousands are occupied 
with speculations and research at every point of the globe, and 
what anyone discovers belongs the next moment to the whole 
world. We ourselves will use and carry on every new attempt in 
our Jewish land; and just as we shall introduce the seven-hour 
working day as an experiment for the good of humanity, so we 
shall proceed in everything else in the same humane spirit, making 
of the new land a land of experiments and a model State. 

* I believe that a wondrous generation of Jews will spring 
into existence. The Maccabeans will rise again. Let me repeat 
once more my opening words: The Jews who wish it will have their 
State. We shall live at last as free men on our own soil, and die 
peacefully in our own homes. 

The world will be freed by our liberty, enriched by our 
wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatever we attempt 
thete to accomplish for our own wtlf are, will reacc powerfully 
and beneficially for the aood of humanity. 
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