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I 

THE JIGOT IN OUR IDT 

Is erica threatened~ racial and reli 0 ious bi~otry? Is 
anti-Semitism on tne increase? Ho shall we rotect ourselves 
against bigotry? 

By 
Dr . bba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunduy mornin5 November 19. 1944 



•... In our ible Jacob • nd Esa.u, t s e t . .:o br t ers are rototypes , t o t .; es 

of civilization, t.vo w ys of life . Eas u :as t . e unter, the mt..n o used life, 

as the hunter seeks the hunted . 1e as t e rimord·~1 mun, the hairy man, t e 

enemy . Jacob as t e man of pride, the man ·;ho seeks to rfect himself in life . 

J cob i s the man uo d ells peucef 

the f riend . 

y in the tenets of w r t..n j ,., t udy . He is 

These to bec· me t he t y es of t wo cul tures -- t wo t ypes of n tions one t ype 

of nation who sees to build the city of blood, builds its life on t · e >.:>ri e of 

blood t ne t ype of nation ··,hich lives b t r1e sword hose h' n was a uinst everyone 

and everyone ' s hand 1as a •~inst it - - the Esau n~tion. the so· er of h te, iscord 

th~t e n~tion of ~eek.less milit' ry advent rers national e~oism~ of insolent 

rc1cism a a tion of racial or reli~ious bi gots - - t _tis t e Esau t ype . 

The ot. er t ype is tt e t .. e who seeks to b ild the city of ju,:> tice a ride 

of COinmon kinship in God and of the s iri t • 1 nob· 1ity in all men . The::. t is the t pe 

of na tion t h~t seeks to live in cooper t ion, in friendly intercourse, in mutu l 

hel fulne ss with ot er nations . The J · cob complex - the so·,ver of t he good seed 

of friendship, Aindness, comp ssion . 

And t ,re is eternu.l battle between these to irreconcilable t .rpes of men, 

c lt:.irul civilizations -- eternal battle . • .. ar shif t s the patern from one si "e 

to t · e other . ometimes one side scores, and sometimes t he other scores . ,hen 

the Esau type scores, m·nKind is set back t he orld is filled it t yr a.nny . 

brutality c ains, torture chambers . •hen t e other side scores, mankind advances 

a long t ne ~ ys of freedom, j tice and e,ce . Fortunately when t e battle shifts 

one scores a victory . The s n total is a ste·· dy even slm; rain over t he Easau 

t y e of culture . That as a lready proJ ec·ed in this 

hich tells of the birth o these t 'l o brot ars . "1 

ortion o_ e 

one one n tion 

cri.)tures 

one type 

s 11 con uer, the other the more primit ve them re primor ial shall be 

by the youn er, t e more c.1.dv need, more m ern t y e . " 

bdued 
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In our own day, unfortunately , the primitive man has scored ver y heavily . 

The .!:!,Sau complex has come to dominate the world in a terrifyin~ degr ee . Hitlerism 

is :ust a new nam . e . Fascism is just a new name for Es·uism . i' hey are the .100.ern 

hairy men, t e club men out of tl e Jungle, and they alma· t s cceeded in cah-1.uering 

the '.7orld . They filled t . e world~ t hese jungle men with their fe .... rful snarls with 

their terrorism, hate, toot and cla~. They mano-led humans irit they dr enched the 

world in blocxi . They showed no pity on any women, hildren or civilians . The Esau 

complex scored mhlly a bloody victory in the last decade or two in the modem i,, orld . 

But fortun~tely his progress has been halted, was able to be sto ped . Esau 

to ay is wallowing in his own blood . He is cornered . He is ,ounded. He is 

gasping out is dying gas . The prophecy of old is bein:; fulfilled. 11The primitive, 

the blood man is being mastered and su ued ao-ain by te indomitu.ble, Jrogres ive. 

moral civilized Jacob com lex. 

But while the Esau m ... tions - l azi Germany, Japan are being oea ten down into 

defeat and surrender, the Easau blood of bigots, of rejudices and the hate breeding of 
and scheming/demagogues who sow racial and religious hatred in our midst - that 

Esau blood is busily active on the scene . uhile our soldiers are fighting and dying 

to destroy Hitlerism, these home front types of Hitlerism and Esausism are sowing 

their dragon seeds in our own native country . There has been a great ·ncrease 

on the American scene . v'l.hen the war broke, at the outset of t .1e ar, t hese bigots 

~~re driven under cover . Many of them scurried to safety . The hand of the law had 

begun to re ch out for them . Many of t nem .vere s . ies, enemy agents, saboteurs. 

The government succeeded in bre.king up many spy rin ,s. 1any were sent to j~il. 

1,~any of t em fled from the country . 'heir poisonous publicc.1.tions folded up . As the 

years of ar lengthened, as the lUilericdn people bec~me more and more engrossed in 

tne rosec tion of tne war some of these h· ve come out of t heir hidden corners . 

~hey have resumed t eir activities on the meric n scene . They are a little more 

circumspect, although they are l::ecoming a 0 a in bolder and bolder . They are carrying on 
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t eir oisonous cam· i gns as of old t r rough whisoering cam ~i gns. but never t eless 

quite eff ectively. i ost of t he a re of course uermans foreign born Germans . ru.i.ti ve 

born uermans. ~iost of t em are 1>undi s ts azi symp~t hizers , and l e~ ers. heir 

leaders ar e t . e same peopl e • ho carried on 1 z i t,>ro a~ nd in t he United 0t ... t es before 

e entered t he war, cll!'mingl y , ruthlessly trained in all t he rtifices and tactics 

of ,ropag nda. The , are still here tod • ne~ are still active, still d ·recting 

bi gotry, to dim t he w r effort, to bring about s 1ch condi t ions as exis ts in Ge 1· ,any. 

It is this hideous curse t .-1b.t 5ives l e· dership of direct· on to all anti-Semi tic 

ca.m ai gns in t l e United .:3t · t es. It is from t hem thc..t t ese s l an ers originate 

slan "er • hich s ems t o o_ up from Jne art of t e c unt r :\7" t t ne ot er . l n ' er 

hich is quite delibe ately pl anned, organi zed by t ese same eo le ···ho c...re s ding 

a netn r 1 of the mot skillful and ruthles s pro- a zi propag n a. r eJ dra. in others 

of course, native bigots, former Coghlinites, .. ront· s ts, fot ers of .hmerica conscious 

or unconscious stooges to do t heir dirty ,or. 

oar, my good friends, is a gJH11ri: time of tensi on, great orry f or people gr at 

irri t .... tion. -o people is ever a p y in ar t • e. These shr e' ;d nd c nin :r and 

t r ined 1azi ro agandists -- t ~e work on the Americ· n s cene mos t ef:ectively . ney 

are out to capitalize u_on this irritation, worry , t ensi n in the ·ife of t h IDI1erican 

people, and seek to offer an outl t for all this ent u feeling of di sati f~ct i on, 

ha iness in t he direction of anti-Semitism. 

These tensions hich exist toduy are li ely to persist in t he years ' fter the 

·ar, per a s are likel y to increase in t he ears follo..v i n.., t ne war, f or the Jrocess 
will be difficult. 

of demobilizution, reconversion/, fteturnin veterans ~re not likel to adju3t ea~ily 

to civilian life. T ere ill be uch friction much tensness in .hiller· ~n life after 

t he ar · nd t hQt Jeriod ·11 be a veritable field d y for ev r y Je1-b· iter. nd if 

thar e should set in lon5 µ .riod of depression, economic misery after t 11is ar 

hich we 11 hope Nill not come a.bout t e ver . stability of our friendly ~ recesses 

m y be endangered and anti-~emitism ill increase in inverse ~t·o to the ros -rity 

0 ecountry. 
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riter on t~e subject of the bigot in our mi st culls ttention t t he increase 

of :...ll forms of intol ") rance in our count ~ in rece t years . He makes t nis observation; 

11 Drm·:ing ur evidence cniefly from publis Erl and unpublished public o inion olls 

we ma~ estimate roughly th~t one-fifth of our yeo le are implac~ble rlnglophobes ; 

five to ten percent are violently anti-Semitic~ hile er ps forty-five ercent more 

are n,ildly ,i goted in t'1e same direction. At lea0t fortJ ercent ex ress prejudice 

a gainst t en bers tn t re anti- Catholic. &nti- Rus~ian, ·nti-la or, 

nti-.Protes tant vary, but in all cases the roportio is fairly hicrh ." 
and 

ow one need not go into tne causes/mi tne sychology on bigo ry. .any books 

have been written on tue subject, and t ne incre- se in t e number of books o the 

subject is a ad commentary on what is hap ening in the life of tne eric :.1.n _eople . 

All this literl:iture n:al{eS interest ·n~-· if morbid reading, ut it all does not et 

you very far. ~e tmo, for exam le, th t ien and nations al ays seek for some 

ca egoat to olame for t t eir misfortunes and t • t ·norities are the most r eady 

scape oats, and the Je~s the most read to serve as t.1e scc.1. e6oc1.t. • e know that eople 

m, .. ve a tendency, individuals and ,.... roups and net tions, to ro,j ect all others in 

their own sense of ·1t. Aver/ penetr ating trutn of oethe is fre~uently uoted 

in this connection: 11 ,e never feel so free from blume as when Ne ex a-+ i .... te on our 

own faults in other people . 11 e o tha l, there is a. gene1 al ten' enc r on t he art of 

peo le to gene alize , to blame the group for omission or commission of the individual 

inste' d of ju-1 ing ever man by his own cts and on tne b' sis of ni o conduct. 

Ve iCno tat many anti- emites, a.S eitzsche ointed out long a6o are ~orsted adventurers 

unsuccessful business men b nkrupt journalists i.., t rict...l 1omen the ignora.nt nd 

envious. 

B t kno ing a11 tn t oes it maxe e 0roblem of bi otry ny more simple? 

The bi ot is never persuaded by logic or reason. You c n tell him all th se facts. 

He is ·lready jud inr. It is doubtful if you c·n change any 1an no is preJu i ed. 

The bi ot hen he is not actually an a ent of a ·ore n overnment, hen e snot 

a olitic 1 dventuruer ho)in t fish in t rou les, opin to a vance his politic 1 
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by catering to rejudices in ~roups or cl.as3es, \', en he is not onH or t e other 

of these tnings he is just sick in sould and mind, more or less aranoic, psychotic . 

Th~r are very few adult anti-..:>e ities ho ha.Ve ever been converted . 

Te value of organi aztion, liter~ture, to spread gocrl Nill in our country 

is to ,rotect t e fair-minded agains t havin6 his 1ind drug1~ed, ~a.inst bein5 

debauched by this cunning conspiracy w erebr the mind is bein0 attacked bj lying 

half- truths of one kind or unother . The most fruitful field of propaganda is the 

field of cnildhood . Children are not born prejudiced . ney a.re trained t o t)rej udice . 

ace prejudice once implanted~ is ver.1 di fficult to eradic'""te . ·1 0 t men f., e t t neir 

prej ices before t hey are tnirteen fourteen, fifteen years old before they reach 

adolescence . They ~et it int e t ome, in school int e s treet from t 1.eir elders 

from adults even if not from the s ~oken ·ord . tre 1uently 0rents consciously 

or unconciously im~lunt prejudices in t~e min s ft eir children which render their 

chil' ren emotionally unfit to participate in the f r :e dly f ello s ~1ip of a democratic 

society . 

One of t ne serious fa.ct ors in tne ·,hole situ tion i -> t i1 t it is the s tru • 5l e 

between capit&l and labor which is Emel sharpening t his bigotr in our Norld . It 

is out of this stru,,le, big or anized caJital and big organized labor t hat 'azism 

Fascism are born . H.eactionary forces in Italy G · r!i.uny, elsewhere seized upon it 

and exoloited it as ·:1. devisive and destr ctive force in their country in order 

to destroy democratic gover nment were t eatening t eir .urivi leges . 1 hey seized upon 

anti- Semitism as a way of discrediting liberalism, socialism, discrediting anything 

theJ didn ' t like or feared . 'he seied upo r acism, chauvenism social reform 
they beli eve 

:1i ch/would riall~tis■x do them, the privile6ed classes great good . So 

these reactionar • for ces fill their quiver with all sorts of prejudices, articularly 

unti-J e dsh bigotry in the world . 

In or wn country, the sume str 0 le m~ lead to the employment or the same 

technique . e 're not immune in our country to anti-Semitism . It may be seized upon 

some ar b b business as a weu .)on ._. • .1.· nst O • ed 1 b r .... a1 l.Z U or, ,uin tan thing they 
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woul like to see corru ted or destroyed. 

Certain hnerica.n big busineos men re ulreudJ usina t1ut yuite ef:ectlvely. 

It as used in t 11e recent cam uign b;, certain forces. 1'his for1 ula 1 illman -

foreign born, Communist, forei-=-n born Jew, enemy o America - that is the azi 

type of techni ·ue by which erm· ny .as destroyed. "Hillman -- f orei,.,n-born 

Communist". ne left out tne .ord Jet. .tloped t Ult the a.verage erson would 

un:1e s t an .·,hat was not Si)ecificully indicated. .ttnd many used it wno are not at all 

anti-vemi tes, but t ' e,1 are .:> o bent upon tnei r • • in pur ose, so deter mined t o in 

olitical victo th~t they used any w~apon lhich came to their hands. And t his 

formula seems to be a verf owerful eapon without takin5 thou:;ht of the possibility 

of anger to racia.l good will, com,.,unity peace involved in the use of t h t formula. 

That is exactly hot ell-intentioned eople play into the hands of t~e sinister 

anti-~ernitic forces in our country. I have in mind a ·trticulurly well-known 

columnist who if you as1Ced him •· uld say h is o ,.lOsed to Nazism Facism nd ye t 

he is so ~ssionately involved in ·s bitter strug le, his condemnation of organized 

labor tha.t ne, too, uses tis ¥eapon withou~ fores· ht or thouaht of the conse ~uences 

the results. Unconsc·oulsly he has been ead mto the c assic ways of rL4zis . 

Suddenly he .tw.s b come a bi ot. Jui one bigotry has bout led nim to otner t ypes of 

bigotry. 
to 

•~ nut a re e/do about it? •ell, in t he i.' irst place, e ou.., ht not .., o under-

estimb.te the seriousness of the situ. tion. • • lter 't 1en· u uerwany i, inister of 

Germany in 1932 was asked in 1920 to ~a:xix partlcipate in the gk fight arainst 

a.nti-uemitism. e refu ed on t e round tl tit as und ·gnified and unneces s r to 

fight anti-uemitism. "An immo al moveruent, rle said based on a) eals to vulgur 

assions, mi•~ht do considerao e temporary iarm, but was bom1cl to collapse of its 

own inner vic:busnsss i thout outsi e interference." ut it idn't collapse. ~alter 

Rathenau as rang and for nis mistake he paid with his own life. He was as assinated 

~ nen he w s 
, . 
orei n inister, in June of 193~. illions of other Jes p id ith 
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their lives for s mistake . iou cunnot be above the battle, so to s a.kin your . 
ma ti on to fighting bigotr:/ and anti_.,;,emi tiem. 

Ont e other hand one should not grow niky • bout it. There is a strong merican 

tradition of liberty democr c:. tolerance, fair play, decency. 'here are tr ng 

forces orking in tnis country no intend to eep erica hlil~ricun -- c urch school, 

orJanizations of ull ty es, 6 reat leaders of tllou5 ht . e ou , t to reconcile ourselves 

to a certain c1..mount of prejudice t hat ill always e in ttle world as long ·e XXDI are 

minorities . e ou 11t tu remember tmit • ttie lo run, if ~,e are alert, t . ut t &t 

nich is true just , civilized will master that ·nich is primitive, jun le dark. 

So .;e o~nt to nel all those forces in .ttmericun life hich attempt to .eep America 

American -- all forms of c·vic protective aaencies w ich have 6rom up in our 

colill unities, all organiz tions .. icr have set the elves t he task of exposin6 lies 

and protecting Americans against poisonous 

to ee_ anerica ih~t Abr~Lam Lincoln practiced: 

thorn in any man's bosom. 11 

all organizutions vhich aim 

!lb.Ve ot .illin0 ly planted a 

Furtnermore e ou 1 r'lt to try to live our o :n lives with dignity with inte~ri ty 

an in good neighborliness. e should avoid uny o fen e in conduct, in speech in 

dress, behavior, in good taste. •e owe t .ut to ourselves. •e o e that tote world 

in hich ·e live. ur busine ~s ethics, as em loyee and as em loyer, ·s merchants 

rofessional ·ople should b_ a bove criticis nd beyond reoroach. ,e s ould try 

t.o bee ual with the best, note al ith the le· st, or the run of' the mine. •e 
great 

owe t · at to ourselves an to our/tradition and to our~ position in the tvrld. 

, e should sh·re community responsibility, each one in his own sphere of influence. 

; e must all nelp t build a better America. •O one cc:1.n build a bett~r .hmerica or 

himself. e must also remember to tduch our children to f" 7 ht buck. That is American .... 

e face the morro ith a dee sense of ride in ourselves. le shol).ld not spend too 

much time and thou ht in apolo ies and polemics. ,e should concentrate on the positive 
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values in our om home, in our canmunity life in our nation~l life and ho we 

can help in the development of all thvt is finer in Americ n life . 1 it pride and 

ith courage und without fear 'le can face the morrow . "Fear not Jacob, be not 

dismayed, for I am with thee, 11 saith the Lord . 
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This remarkab e resiliency up to now is due 
most of all to our unique traditiQn. Every single 
American is here because he personally, or his 
ancestors before him, sought escape from some 
type of oppression. All of us are scions of minor
ity groups that have at some time deliberately 
sought fresh air and mental health in this new 
land. Only the r egro and the American Indian 
are exceptions, and e en they have been caught up 
in the same dream of emancipation and equality., 

7 Deep down we have this traditional check on our 
V intolerant impulses. 

There is a second reason for our long-standing 
resiliency, namely, our frontier. Having discov
ered that the melting pot was a turbulent pot, 
and that the ew \ orld was not invariably 
friendly to all minorities, perhaps to our o n, we 
could until recently get up and move out if w 
didn't like our neighbors, or 1f our neighbors 
didn't like us. The Mor ons saved thems Ives 
from massacre by fleeing t Utah. The Under
ground Railroad brought many rebellious slaves 
northward. Individual families sought greater 
freedom in west ard migration. ow, ho ;vever 
it is not dear , here the Jews, the egroes, the 
Mexican- and Japanese-Americans can take up 
their residence unmolested. The safety-valve of 
the frontier is no longer an appreciable protection 
against the mounting pressure ithin. 

Our gauges reveal that at present the pr ssure 
is dangerously high. Public opinion polls show 
that 8 5 percent of the population is ready to scape
goat some group or other ( at least they accuse 
them of not maki~g a fair share of their con ri u
tion to the war effort). Labor and die Jews are 



We hav ways had bigots in our midst and 
probab all always have them. What concerns 
us is their numbers and their comple "ion in 
1 ~- Drawing our evidence chiefly from pub-
lished and unpu·blished public opinion polls, we 
may estimate roughly that one-fifth of our people 
are implacable Anglophobes; five to ten percent 
are violently anti-Semitic, while perhaps forty-five 
percent more are mildly bigoted in the same direc
tion. At least forty percent express prejudice 
against the egro. The numbers that are anti
Ca tholic, anti-Russian, anti-labor, anti-Protestant 
vary, but in all cases the proportion is fairly .high. 

We have then, a large nucleus of people who 
are aggressive Antis. Some are so paranoid that 
they are ready now· to start violent persecutions, 
and are constantly .striving to conve,rt the waver
ing, mildly bigoted fringes. \Vhen a large enough 
group has been aroused so that it has a sense of 
safety in numbers, it looks around for a pretext 
to vent its hate. The pretexts were easily found 
in Beaumont, Detroit, Los Angdes. What they 
were does not matter. When the conditions for 
an outbreak are rip~ anything-even a baseless 
rumor-will precipitate the violence. 

* 
It was Lord Bryce, I believe, who once said 

that there is a solution to every social problem 
but one-race prejudice. His pess·imism, I suspect, 
was based on the observation that treatment of 
the adult bigoted mind seldom seems to have any 
effect. Even though the aim of democracy, of 
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Approximately ten million of our young men are 
living out their youth under the essentially totali
tarian regimentation of the armed services. And 
their habits are being formed according to the 
strong man outlook of military hierarchies. No 
back-talk permitted, no discussion of basic poli
cies, no group decision, no majority rule. \¥ e 
know that most of our officers a.re considerate 
toward their men, yet it is inevitable that many 
basic democratic attitudes have to be held in 
abeyance during the time of military service. His
tory shows that veterans' organizations, following 
their wartime habits, are usually inclined toward 
some kind of military influence in government. 
Bewildered civilians often join the demand. And 
we know that post-war mentality is characteris
tically quick to saddle the blame for war's dislo-

(

cations upon some convenient scapegoat. (\Ve re
call the "red scare" of 1919-20). This whole 
pattern of reaction will recur after the present 
conflict is over ( unless perchance it lasts an un-
expectedly long time, bringing in its train so many 
changes that there is no possibility of reaction). 

The primary lesson of this war, not at all 
learned by Americans, is the connection between 
fascism and the latent bigotry in people who are 
not technically fascists. People who have the 
character structure of the bigot embrace fascist 
principles and techniques to protect their preju
dices. But they seldom realize that they are 

doing it. More likely they invoke democratic sym
bols to justify their attacks ( states' rights, private 
initiative, freedom of speech and the like). What 
people do not know is that fascism can come to 
this country under the banner of "democracy." 

At this moment our paranoid bigots are busily 
engaged in rousing hatred against this scapegoat 
or that, chiefly the Jew. Having themselves 
given up the struggle for intellectual and emo
tional maturity, they are seeking power over the 
masses in order to cajole them into a similar 
welter of regressive hatreds. 

On the other side of the battle line we have 
much of the press, most of the churches, many 
stalwart opinion leaders, includ ing teachers, states
men, writers. 

Both sides are struggling to influence people's 
minds which, though they have their tabloid ten
dencies and their modicum of bigotry, are none
theless half-conscious of the meaning of the 
American tradition of fair play and of the re
quirements of democratic decency in communal 
living. At this moment my guess is that our 
Christian-democratic-scientific ethos will decide 
the battle, but one cannot be too certain. The 
strain of the coming months and years will bring 
an added array of frustrations, bewilderments 
and demagogues. Bigotry is ever the easier way 
to respond to this particular combination of so
cial and psychological pressures. 




