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Is ur .orld }e'-4din,.,. To ard ADotner ra of ower Poli ics? 

By 
Dr . bo Hillel Silver 

1t 

The Tern le 

On 
Sund· T morni December ~4, 1944 



In the · r, my friends on the militury plane the Allies seem to huve 

suffered v r . serious reverses in the last week or so . Thee, emy hus uucceeded in 

g&i ing victories on the estern front . Its armies re pourin into Luxe bourg and 
a 

elgium . Their advance has not _ret been stoo ed. · :ilita.r, ' ex erts re ,c..1.rd tr ~t as very 

serious reversu.l for our side, t nou5 h not a. f a.t· 1 one . ;io ever, ,e ,' hole time ta.ble 

of tne .·r has orobably been _~on~ed as result of the r everses v:e ave suffered . 

• ~e .:..re &.11 conf ident t hat ,•rr en it 0 e ts into its counter- off sive \' ill succed in 

stopi)in; tre offensive 1rill reci..l..1}ture t e initiative again in 1->ressing on to ultim te 

victory . It i~ clear t htit t}ese 1everst..ls v1ll ent~il aaa ·t·on&l uu.crifice on tle 

iu.rt c,f t he llied na. tions ci.Ild 1 rticul· r J on the . rt of our o m fi hti n__, .en . 

, s th e-: :,u.r i prolone,ed our sn.crifices 1• ill mount there ,ill be a r e<.,;, t str- • n on 

the moru.le of t'1e f ·i.ghtin6 Len on the ho e ront . 

1
, e had built our~,elv ~S up to speedy victory c....l.ld no·.. un • of us .. v e 

be6un to feel ourselves emotiorn.tll let-dmm . T • t e ..,e of emot • onul let- d o .. n is 
to 

likely/s .1:)r e· d. Onl:' t 1e rec& i)ture of t he i deuls . i ch moved us ·nto t he ;.£..r only 

by re- leu.rning the .,re ... t obj ectlves ·hich v, e xx sou ht to attt..in in t he second • _obul 

Vi r \ ill help us to rebuild our morale "'nd to strenbt1~en s .L'or the lon~ • rd ull 

ahet..d . It wt..s c... .ise ~-IB.11 ,ho s ~id: "If • 1 ... n · s to ~ rive v.ith 11 his he,. rt. the 

sit;nific~nce of s str·vir'g rrust 1e uruni stukable . " If our .:.. r uins c.re ,o s t rive .- ith 

~11 their he·rts un mu~e sue terrific s~c~ifices fro here on t rouBh the d~rk 

days to come, if the ho e fro t i s to e sustu.ined t hen t r c si
0
nfic· nee of :1 ut 

e ure s rivint..:, for must be unmistuka 1~ cle· r , & in the be ·innir:g of t e \ t..r .... 

Our ideu.ls ought to be crystt..l cleur t t he 1.1oment i....n:l fortunutely e '·ve suffered 

on t .le olitical diplomatic plane in re...:ent v eei{s reverses ·.:hich in my ju gruent • re 

fi ... r more "' erious than the reverse suffered on t 1e battle-frontb . Frorj all sides 

evidences begin to pour in t hat • 11 the united rn ... tions • re ~~ct a.ll f • hting for is 

not t.. ne\ ' ,; orld, but the o mrld under this uise - tne old power politics the 

old set-uJ , 'ch t .ice in our lif ime h· s led us tot o dis strous .orld ars . 
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The revelation of 11hat has to.Ken plu.ce in I t:.: .. ly, Be.lj.um, Gree ·e, Polt...nd, the r· w, 

crude, u6ly stru :.itle for imperial gain h~~ disillusioned 1,: ny of our eople., ,:hich 

in my jud r:ent is ver y ominous, ver :, dan~erous. 

Rec er tl:,- the 1 resident of the United 0tc.1. tes, made sotie obs er c.. tions on the 

.tlantic C-.arter -v1 .ivh still further serve to dis _uiet and disillusion ran of our 

people. You muy recoll in in Au ust, 1941, hefore ·. e entered t11e ,orld ', .:..r .. the 

President of the United ' t ... tes and the .t'rime •. dnister of Gret..t rittdn ,P t some',w'here 

in tne A tL ntic "nd drafted what hL..s come to be lmo ·m as t .. e . tlc.;.ntic • rter. It 

ma:, be of \8.Ue to r efr sh our minds of v· hc.1.t t.tiis .tluntic Cnarter 1.,as . I quote it: 

"The President of the United ~ti..tes .. nd the ri e ·,!inisters -~-r. Churchill, 

representing His 11ajest;y's Gover~ 1eJ1t ir~ the United Kin dom, h""'ve ,.et at sea. 

"They 'ave been accompanied by of .:.cic.1.ls of their t,o ;:,,overnmc:nts includi g 

hi h 1 t.nking officers of their u.li tar r, n .... vo.l • Ld • ir serv lees . 

"T~1e ,hole roble of the suppl:, of nni tions of ·.c.1.r, ,1:, ~rovided bj t e 

Leuse-Lend 1 .. ct, for the ar: ed forces of t he United wt::.. tes and for those countries 

&cti vely en ,_; 0 ed ir: resi "'tin0 a Lres sion bu, been f ortter exLr.ined. 

"Lord Be, .... v~rbrook, the 1!.inister of up 1 of t he .cri tish Goverr:.n,ent, has 

joined in t hese conferences. He is going to roceed to , shington to discuss further 

det ils ~it ap)ropriate offici .... ls of the United ututes Government. These conferences 

v;ill also cover the supply 1)roble1LS of the Soviet Union. 

"The resident • nd the rime 1~ inister have had sever .... l confer nee .s They 

have cons· ered the dangers to ;·;orld ci vi-l,ization ar{sing from the policies of military 

domination y con uest upon hich t. e Hi tleri te e;overn ent of G _ 1 .. a.ny ci.nd other 

governJllents associated t e e, ith ave m t..rked, and h- ve ma e cle r t he "teps hich 

t leir countries are res ec ivel t~kin0 fort eir safety in the face of these d· gers. 

"They h~ve a reed upon t e folio in joint aecl·rution: 

"Tne Presi ent of t he United ~t tes of uerica • n,.-, t e rime . ini er. r. 

Churchill, re resentirJg His j esty' s Goverm,ent in the United Kin d b • , eUJg 1.et 
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together, d eem it right o make kr.ovm certc..in common principles in t he nu tion- 1 policies 

of t t1eir respect i v e countries on rhich they I ase tneir hopes f or a better future for 

t he vorld. 

"First. t heir count ries seek no aggr&ndi zenient , territori 1 or otht-r; 

"0econd, t heJ' desire to see no terri t oriul changes -:hut do not a ccord with t he 

freely e:x1)res s ed wishes of t he people concerned; 

"Third, t he,y r es pect t be ri6ht of all peopl e s to choose t he ~·orm of government 

under whic h t Ley will live; and t hey wish to s ee sove --·eign rights :.. nd elf-government 

restored to t h ose who have been forcibly de~rived of them; 

"Fourth , t hey will endeavor with due r esJ ect for t heir exi sting obli 0 tions, to 

further the enj oyment by a ll Sta es, greut or s mall, victor or van4uished, of access, 

on e4ual terms, t o t he trade and to t be raw materia.ls of the world 1.1 hi.ch are needed 

for their economic pros perity; 

"Fifth, t hey d esire to bring a bout t he fullest collahor tion between :t all 

nations in t he economic field ·.1th t he obj e ct of securing, for all, improved l abor 

standa rds, economic adjust 1ent and socia l security; 

"Sixth, after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, t he hope to see 

established a eace vhich will afford to all n&tions the means of d~ell ing in safety 

within t heir own boundaries, and 1hich will afford assurance t hat all t he men i n ·11 

the lands may live out t heir lives in freedom from fea r ~nd want; 

"Seventh, such a _pe G..ce s hould enable ..... 11 men t o traverse the li.gh seas c: nd 

oceans without hindrance; 

"Eighth, they believe that c;1.ll of t he n~tions of the world, for realistic 

as well as s piritual ret..sons, must come to t he abandonment of t he use of force. 

Since no fut ure peace can be ma.in tc...ined if l and, sea or air c..rmame ts c ontinue to be 

employed by na tions which threa ten, or may threaten, aggres s ion outs i de of their 

t rontiers, they believe, pending t he establishment of a wi der and pe rn1anent system 

of genera l security, t hat t he isarrr.ament of such nut.i.ons is ess ential. They will 
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will likewise c:.1.id .... nd encourage all other rc:1cticable measures hich will lighten 

for ~ace-lov ·n0 ) oples the crushing burden of ~rmaments. 

"Fr·nklin D. Roosevelt 
" , ins ton S. Churchill. " 

;hen a few days ago the President of the United Statesdiscredited the Atlantic 

Charter, declo.red tha.t there was not and never had been a formal, complete, " tlL.ntic 

Charter" signed by him and Churchill, thu.t ther e wasn I t any copy of the i--.tla.ntic 

Chttrter, no formal document, that the ,e vmre some scribbled notes on many peices of 

a.pper, and the contents radioed to ,I· shin6 ton CAnd London to be mimeographed for 

puhlication, it r '-. ther shocked our people ~nd the 10rld. It seemed to make light 

of this docwnent which mankind had come to look on as the inspiring motif which made 

tnem enter the "for ld . 

Since th ... t time the President of the United 0t- es has explained his rem·-rks 

at a press conference at which he s ated that "Triere are certain, you might call 

them documents, th t have been made t roughout histor~, the President said Sa.id. so e 

of them XXJCi:Jlg of Jre~t importance, son~ of tLem h'ving an effect on the thinking 

of the public tor4ur ·i s objectives for c.. bet-4 er vorld. 

"The Atlantic Charter, he continued, stc..nds for these obj-:ctives. Many 

pregious pronouncements go back for centuries, vet the objectives are just as good 

as they were in the beginning, adding that he believed the objectives of the 

Atlantic Charter ·er -. sound. 

"Some people believe in tht-t kind of purpose, some do not. Some laugh at 

it, and there are & lot of people ho say ;;,-ou ct..nnot attrin an objective like that 

for hum nity, • herefore, ·•by talk ~bout it? he .rent on. Those people say foll, 

we do not live up to the 11en Co ... 1 andments. 

"But on the whole, the President said, it is a pretty good thin to shoot 

for. It is just Chrj.stian 11 ving, and ost of the people v ith hom he as talld.ng 

at the moment think it is a good thing, but we have not attained it. 

"He did not mean to compare the tlantic vharter \ith the 'en CoT:mandments, 
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Mr. Roosevelt explained, or to Ghristian living, But, ne s~id, it was a step, something 

we would 11 like to see come to the world. A step tor,a.rd the bet ;_ er living of the 

population of the world. President •ilson's Fourteen Points was a step, he added. 

"Every nau and then, r. Roosevelt sc1id, some one cvmes t..J.onb . i th s omething 

better. He predicted tht..t . orue one ill come for ard with something better th&n the 

Charter. The world goes a little bit by peaks arrl v~lleys, but on the ·hole he 

added, the curve was upward. 

"Human life is, on the whole, on a better scale than it was centuries a.go. 

We have come long way, but we h .ve a long way to go, the President declc...red but 

things are better and they will get better, though there are some peopl- who are just 

conb nita.lly against that sort of thing. That's part of the peaks and valleys, he 

concluded." 

But I am afraid that this explanation i not a sufficiently satisfactory 

explanation. I am sure that t he President when on the High seas in August or 1941 

didn't maet to repeat the Ten Co1LIDandments or to pr cla im a set of i deal goc.ls for 
which envisaged 

mankind at the end of days. The world was in the midst of war ... It \ b.S a meeting/ 

"No vision of a distant millenium, but definite busis for a kind of a orld lttain ble 

in our own time and genera. tion." It was to meet the urgent practical problems that 

were tearing our orld apart -- the end of imperialism, militarism, the v,hole era 

of power politics, world union, th~t t he rignts of all people should be secured by 

national or~~niz~tions. 

The militu.ry situation today is not good. The politicul <-~nd diplomatic situation 

is far worse and it mc:1.y read, unless we are careful, to psychologic -- 1 collaple • ong 

the eople of the world ho will become tired of this purposel•ss, motiveless 

objectiveless war even it means a negotiated peace. That is the d{,.nger ... 

Tne world has been at war for five years, Britain for eight years. The world 

has been drained of much blood, much spiritual emotion. The world is tired .. 

People are •u:lli tired of being dra0 ed under, of the terrif'ic deprivations which war 
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im oses on t em. There is a limit to erxiurance . How long can our people continue 

to shed their blood for the same kind of a world, the samel.:alance of power, the same 

international intrigues which existed before this war? This 'ar be an as a war of 

human liberation, a liberation from dictatorshi, from those evils which led the 

world to Nazism . 

The conquered eo~les of Europe ~ere told to wait for the comin6 of the Allies as 

liberators. Unfortunately some disillusionment has co e to some of tnem . Long before 

we invaded Africa we were su orting the Vichy Government and in~irectly playing 

into the hands of Japan. •hen we did invade North frica we made u deul with the 

Vichyites which shocked the world . ' e resisted strenuously for a 1on• perioi of time 

the real forces of liberation -- the Free French, DeGaulle. OnlJ under pressure of 

events did we later recognize t e Free French under De uaulle. 1·1e m<.l.de a deal Viith 

Bodolio~ before we invaded Italy which has since done much to check the true 

revolutionary elan of the Italian people v1ho ex~cted i th the coming of our armies a 

real~ violent outburst of Fascism and all thats bolizes Fascism in Italy. The 

British seem to have become the b-.Xiy-guard of reaction in Euro e today in Belgium, Italy 

and Greece ... Churchill not interested in the ideologies which cert in people seemed 

to be fighting this ar for. In Belgium when the eople .rnre clamoring for the 

resignation of Premier Pierlot 1 s government wno honeycombed ith former collabor~tionists 

and refused to bring to trial and punishment pro-Nazis and Fascists the Belgium 

undergrowrl resi3tant forces were being shot down by Allied troops. The firces of resi~t~-nc 

were disarmed because they wanted to destroy Faxcism once and for all. 

In Italy the ijttempt of the Italian eople to set up a trul democratic government 

as frustrated by the British ,vho resisted Count Sforza, the foremost liberal because he 

was anti-~onarchist. The British favored the restor~tion of monarchy in Italy .... 

teens is a battlefield. British troops, tanks, machine guns, airplanes are 

shooting down former Greek atriots whom ~hurchill no calls gangsters ... The Greeks c!.Ilt 

a truly democratic government, not the restoration of ~ing George II. They are being 
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thwarted in t heir desire. They are bein5 riven a~rt. P ty strife is encouraaed 

by the peoples who ,ant t he r estoration of the monarchy. Everywhere the liberated 
ed 

areas of Europe are being check/in their demands to have Nazis, under whom these 

people have so long suffered, purged from their country. So great has been the bause 

und so unseemly the power µ:>litics in recent months, th t the better elements in Great 

Britain have become sharply critical of their m1 n government and of their ova1 country . 

Our own government, we ourselves are not coming into the picture with clean hands . 

Then came the announcement of Poland and t e new plan for the p· ritition of 

Poland . One is not in d.IlY position at t he moment to decide the right or wrong of 

boundar y disputes whether Poland should be restored to original boundaries or not . 

~o one of us is in a position to decide at t his moment . But there w~s an un~ers tanding 

as between Churchill and the united 0tutes, defined in the Atlantic vharter that no 

territory changes should be made wi.thout the consent of tne fEO le involved . The 

people of Poland have not given their consent to any territorial change. It was also 

contemplated t hat no territory chan6e should b~ made before the end of the war . 

So it a per rs that t here has been an agreement made :i between the Soviet 

Union and England to divide Europe and other parts of the world into t wo great spheres 

of influence, a Soviet sphere, the East, Finland, Poland, Bul5c.1.ria, umania Yugoslavia 

Hung~ry, Czechoslovakia, Austria -- a lot of ~attelite states under t e aegis of the 

Soviet Union. And another great sphere of influence, a British influence in the 

Mediterranean and in llesternEurope -- Italy, Gree e, Portugal, Spain, Belgium, Holland. 

Originally it was also cootemplated to have France -- another block of states under the 

aegis of Great Britain . A new balance of power was to emerge! 

Germany, of course, remains unaccounted for in this new balance of power . 

Germany therefore remains a focus of intrigue between these two masters of Europe -

in which sphere Germany will finally find its placement . Germany has so far played one 

agains t the other as she played off Fra.nce against England, a.nd ln~land against Fra.nce 

En~land arrl t e doviet Union . . 
after t he last war, and ;contemplateJI confronttng the Peace Conference ~ith a fair a.ccomplis • 
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All these political arrangements are to be made during the war, now, so that 

when the new w >rld organization is contemplated, thut organization will f ace a situation 

already fixed, and its pur ose •,;ill simpl.f be to freeze t " t status quo into a permanent 

arrangement . 

~lost of t .e people today are asking: Is this what we are fighting for? 

ls this what we are asking our young men and r-;omen to die f or, to protect the British 

in the Mediterranean, and the Soviet Onion in the ast and in bal a.ns? Are ,;1e fi6hting 

for a democratic world, a world free of Fascism, of imperialism, a world which will b 

will be organized as a unit to protect every people, large or small, strong or weak. 

Is this a war, the victory of wh ich will redoen to the benefit of all, or is this a var 

which will bolster up the imperialism of c... few greZ:it o mrs? 

In the light of all that ha pened in t he world today, the decisions , ~rmc1nent 

or tentative , taken at Dumbarton Oaks take on a r at· e sinister significance, and not a 

hopeful significance. It beco nes apparent thut w' • t was planned t here was the sanction 

military alliances of a fev1 great owers hich will dominate t he many . In the li5ht 

of 

of that, it is cryst al cl ar wht the great powers ill reserve for themselves the veto 

power _ainst t he many, und why they cannot be declared an aggressor . They have consented 

to the creation of a \0 rld force which rua.1 be used by t he sec ity council of world 

organizdtion to enforce its decisions, but they have at the same time ma.de sure t hat 

a single one of the big powers can veto a decision without itself being declared 

an aggressor and that force cannot be employed cl5ainst it. It is d.lso clear that 

under t e contemplated arrangement each one of the great powers r.ill na..ve military 

1)ower far greater than thc1.t made · v1:1.ilable t o the world organization. 

It is not too late to reverse this f atal trend which may lead to world 

disillusionment which may lead to a clamor fort speedy termination of this war 

relardless of the terms, and w ich may lead our Jeople into a mood of isolationism 

t he like of •,~h ich our people did not exr")erience after t i.1e last war . 

It is high time that America should begin to as ·ert its mor 1 authority in the 

sit tion -- ublicly refuse to sanction or condone by silence any deals m·de at thi5 
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time at the expense of tne smaller n·tions vhich are elpless to nake heir true ·shes 

ef:ective . ~e muut begin to ret n to the f auentals of the ri.tl· ntic Ch:....rter, 

the Four Freedoms, the ide&ls for •nich e entered this war: no territor.i. · 1 chun~es 

ile t.1e war go:;s on; ..>eople must truly be ermitted to c .oose t eir o-m governments. 

a real world or~aniz tion cre~ted not to freeze a status uo ; a not permit French 

imt>erialism, Dutch, .c.. glish, ussian im.;erialism; world or.=.,aniz· tion ere- ted to .)rotect 

every eople within its sovereign ri ~hts re5ardless of size or strength, and a statement 

on the ;)art of our government t.1at we are not in favor of a ne bc1.la.nce 01 µm·.er, tht.i.t 

we c1.re 0 osed to ne. military alliances . I t . ink this is all grec1tly needed, is ver 
if 

im,. aative at this particular moment in tne ·• orld . I am not so sure t ut/ .e ~ill t,,.ke 

such as;.:)ertion , Xffll: t 1at ·,e will m· e tne effort to live up to tnese ssertions . 

but the, 1 should be made or we shall lose the pe ce before v,e h1::1.ve won the aar . 

Some yeurs c..~o erbert L ar ·,rote u ver .1 f • e book .hich 1r l..S c ..... lled "The 

Hour for reutness". .At t 1e end of h ·s book wus t· is sentence ., ich I shou ld like 

to read : 

"Everyt11 ing is unknovm bout t e future save t is alone : if e h.IIlerican 

idea pr evails the future · · 11 offer an some dignitt a.nd some chance for self- irnJrovement . 

If t e .t1merican idea is prese1tly extinguished the future will bed· rK for unr..count ble 

years . And the .hmerica.n idea ca.nnot be saved b t e sword vlone; it C;_J} only exist 

if ·,e live it . "T e occc1.sion," suid Lincoln "is piled ig • Ii th dif1 icul ty_, and Vie 

must rise .. it t e occasion ... Fellow-citizens ·1e cc..nnot esca e h·story . 11 

e me. inva.de Germany successfully and brea t e c1.ck of erm· y but t11e ar 

·ill not yet be . on ..... Th~ mo1.'.lentous sc1.cr·fices made ~ill not • ve been juatified 

unless we build on tne uins of the old a new und more kindlier ~orld in ·nich men 

will be truly free and nations will be trul secure int eir live . It is only then th·t 

victory ill be ton for 1ankind . This is c1. critical hour -- and more so in the 

s .:.r it • 1 re 1m • 
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Everytnin is lilknovm about the future s· re t , i_s ·,lone: if 

the 1 eric~n idea revails t e future "i l l offer 1.un some d· enit • nd 

some ch ,nce for self- improvement . If e Americ~n ide is . resently 

extinguished, t he future ,ill be dark for counto.ble . ea rs . 1.nd 

the 1. meric n idea c nnot be s ◄ ved by he s ~ord • lone ; it c n only 

exist if .ve live it . "The occasion " SD id Lincoln "is piled high 

:ith difficulty . and we must rise :ith t ne occL..sion ... Fellm·.-ci izens. 

~e c~·.nnot esca oe history ." 
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Soldier in Love Gets Extension 
LAWRENCEVILLE, Ill., Dec. 22 

f/Pl- ommanding officer at 
George Fi Id near h re recei ed o
da thi~ t legram from ,. oldier 
a, a n furlough: "R que s en· 
da exten ion. Am pursuing one I 
lov . She require even da 
mo pur uing. An wer collect.' 
The soldier got hi addiUona.l ev n 
days. 




