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TAKI:G STOCX OF 1 44 

In kee•pin ,. ;i th his i;r· ctice of any years, R· bb.i. i lver ·ill revie?. 
the historic events of t.e st . ear~ he~ runs ired on the 
, ericun, the , orld. und the J e :is cene . 

By 
Dr. i-:.bba Hillel Silver 

t 
The Tern le 

On 
Sund· y morning, Decer.1ber 7 1, 1944 



This has been a ye·r, my friends • 1hich no "ords .uite as & ropria ely eA ress 

·:hat is in the hearts of 1, en in so be· utiful .wrds &s t.e words of lie re· t ooet, 

Te .yson . e fi d i them mu.de rtic late the tt1ourrnts tn t .... re in our inds, hu 
I 

r re in our souls at tne end of t e e·r on the threshold of the ne\ e&r. more 

es 1eci • lly • t the end of a. war year nd on the threshold of nether re r of v.ar . 

our 

bu 

so 

~ in
0 

out, \,ild bells to tl:e 't',ild sky 
The fl in:r cloud , t e fro ty li ht : 
The year is d. 1 in in tr'le night ; 

Ring out, ~llild bells. and let him die . 

in out e old , ring in the nff', 
Rin ht.. a bells across the sno: : ... 
The :, e;,;.r ls goin let nim go ; 

Ri r:r o t t~.e f· lse, ri ., in t e rue . 

·i J out :the grief th; t s ps the mi d, 
For t1ose that .ere ~e see no more ; 
Ring out he feud of ricn u.nd poor . 

Rin, in redress to all 1 • rucind . 

Ri ~ ut • slowly dy· 
nd r1cient f c>r s of 

Rig in the nobler 
i th s ter murmers, 

cause, 
s ri e ; 

o life , 
l· s . 

Rinr'. J t the \ .. o.nt t 1e c re t e sin, 
T:1e _a.ithle s coldne s of tl e times ; 
Rir out rin o t II\Y mournful rhymes, 

But rino- t}e fuller minstrel in . 

Rin out f~lse ri e in pl· ce ·nd hlood. 
The civic slander a t e spite ; 
Rin in t1e love of truth d ri~ht, 

in~ int e common love of good . 

Rin0 o told sh· es of foul die· se; 
Ri r.r ou t .e n· rro ing lust o • old ; 
Ring out tr e hou nd rs of old, 

Rina i th tt1ousand . e· rs of pe ce . 

The oem • 's rntten man m· ., rs • a, et ho,; tii.e 1. • nd ho·; rel v· nt to 

duy and concerns nd roblems nd f iths sorro.;s, hopes nd 1on . ngs . 

This st , year, dea r fri nds h s been ear of victories on t e llied _ro 

no a y ar of vict r y . There • ve be n so . victories dur'n e st ye r 

many re·t arrl bre· th- · ng vie ories th·t ·11 of us, the st ·nforrned • d he 

t 
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least informed ~~re led o believe ~hat the second world war~ ~s f~r as Europe 

at least, \as concer ned, would be over b.,r thq fall of this year . 

But the ne•, ,:ear finds our ar mies on the hestern .ti'ront fighting des • er<-<-tely . 

An almost successful German counter-offensive. hich if not sto_ ped b., the heroism 

of our urmies might have endangered he entire ~ront of the ~llied n·tions in Europe . 
looks 

For a time it looked very bL ... cK . It,.Lbetter .~ nd bri
0
hter at tLe moment . But it is 

clear ~~at t!'le war will not be over in 1944 . He fear that the war will last much 

lonGer . It is clear that there is ha.rd and bitter fighting aheud . There are m&.ny 

costly buttles tr&t ·ill have to be waged ... • 

But the yeur 1 44 did demonstr te that the def-:;at, the ultini· te defe t of the 

Nazis is inevit ble . Tre Germ·n c.rmies c,n never recover from the terri )le losses 

wtich they sust~ined . 1944 saw t e ring draw closer and cloner, the noose, if you 

v,ill . draw tighter und tighter around t e neck of the enemy . The e emy is fighting 

todt..y like a des erLte corner beust. knowing tht..t they are doomed, KnO~'ing tl at doom 

is inevitable und inescapable . 

The ?ear 1944 saw Itc,.ly out of the ·ar although still fi :,hting in some sections . 

1944 saw Rouma.nia out of the war und Bul aria and Greece complete liberated . The 

year 1944 Su. ·1 Hungary invaded and Buda"" est in the ht1nds of the Russian army . This 

past yec.1.r saw th enemy completely driven ·from hussian soil .. dvanc· g into Poland . 

Tney are not at the gates of Warsa. . These are the m j or disasters • hich the German 

forces has suffered and from which they ~re not likely to recover . 

The greatest event of course, w:.. s D- DaJ on June 6, th· t date 1·hich witnessed 
and military achievement 

an ulmost un.recedented event/in the war for the Allies -- an amphibious invasion of 

Europe . In a fe-1 starts days or weeKs more than a irillion men embar ked on the 

beaches of Iormandy, tanks , amunition and supplies - a mir'cle of militar r owess 

the like of whicn the 1orld ha.s never seen v.hicn established finally a. cecond front 

~·hich firn ... lly doomed the Nazis . This as in June . 
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In July the orld itnessed the a.mazing sweep of our • r ies in .tr nee. the liberation 

of P ri.s, tne remar able for ard hrust of our~ ies in .el ius Luxe bour into 

the borders of Germany . T e F· 1 drive as slo·,ed p because of the ra idi y 

of thi S\', ep • nd the necessi tr of bringin u · su J )lies to c:..tch u. .• i th he 

drive . rrl although the l~st drives 1 the vicious c unter-thrust of Von uns edt. 

nevertheless it is cle'r .....t our armies are there to st' y, • o advance and sooner 

or 1 ter the last stronghold 'will e bro.i:<:en through and the 11.llied armies ·ill 

mcrch into 0 erlin . 

This h· s been· ye·r of victories but not yet of victory, hich is still in 

the offing . Th se victories h~ve been costly onPs for us ·nd not e·sy . ,e htd 

to pay a high rice for them . This is ~r. rrl wur ~emands fri~htful oll 

of uman life, hum&n re~ources . 

In the acific -e also scored significan ictorics in Ju.pan, none o t em 

ui te as decisive as those in he r est . . e c r d successful c .,..r, .aip:ns in the 

. • rsh· 11s, the 

~nd ship1 ing . 

;;.rianas . e ha.ve inflic ed serious losses on t ,.,ie Jap nese u.vy 

ne brought t e ·"""r to tre Japan ma.inl·nd by our B- '9 bombings in 

Tokyo and other import~ t industr ial centers in ..ra an . Te outst&nd·n event of 

t e wur in the East of course .·.... t. e s ccessful invasion of the Philipines. the 

invasion of Leyte . 1e took the off nsi ve in the Pacific on land, se· c..n in 

the air. 

0 e of our .n lies, ho ever suffered defeat dur ng the yeur . The Ghinese 

milit· sit uution l as deter ior· ted . Durin the - ear ther "e e import· nt J up ..... ne3e 

uins on t.e ma:irl.and of vhin· . uo th~t from milit r point of view . and· s a 

la an se s it , the : e' r 1 44 s gests t • t ·1a are in th finul wt es, as f ar 

s Euro0e is concerned, ·nd mid 'in th ·ar as far as the Eustis concerned . 

This is cle·r, th·t t ou hout 1945, this comin year, the United ut•tes 

• 11 be :~ n· ion t ar . It behooves u to take full cogniz nee of this r~ ct 

nd ird our 1oins for it . ~em ~t re in on the alert . e must not r 1 x e 

on t e home front . ·e h ve s en llDlrlx during the 1 st ·•eeks m· n d n erou ur rises 
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to submit ourselves ;r ac·ously to the s mer -strictions which 'ur time forcJS on 

a .. eople .'hich I musts y , has as fc.r as t he m rican oeople is concerned, been 

r ather light . Rationing as far as civilian goods is concerned, unpleus·nt r tioning 

of one kind of another - t h.:..t is little eno ' h for o. oeople t o pay in defsns e 

of life and security and eace . 

Bee(. use the year 1944 witnessed man.; significant victories tor our ca.use. 

important consider~.tion :...nd thou5ht vus iven to .,, ost-war proolems, t he pl· ns of 

rebuilding the world after the war uJ·d ho . to make the recurrence of war impossible 

in tne future . ~uit e a number of international conf 1rences 1ere held relating to 

the post-w~r ~orld . The most significant of t hem vas the Dumbc1.rton Oaks Conference 

v,hich you d.11 recall began in u ,ust and concluded its deliberations on October 7 

oft is year, a conference between the United vtt..tesy the United .r<ingdom the 

boviet union und China lookin6 to the creation of ·n. international or~anl z· tion 

for the maintenance of pe&ce and stability . Eve. bod. has come to unders t~nd 

noiv finally th;__ t there muc-• t be s ch n international or2:ani a tion and that there 

must be collective ction if the world is to have internation 1 eace . 
~ 

~ hen rime hiinister Ghurchill, ·•;hen .nustria n1s inv· ded by the Nazis -­

at th.at time he was not 1?rime v.inister -- I say when he pleaded with his country 

to join the other n<;...tions in collective action arainst the ag• ressor he was 

laughed at in the House of Commons . l e said : " 'h ..... t is there ridiculous about 

collect ive security? The only thin th t is ridiculous t.bout it is tha.t 

we h~ve not 5ot it . at is there ridiculous then in the ~0th century with all 

thut we have lehrned in the last rm.r .... nd of brea:t.: own of r 'ghts and. the 

balance of power'l •• The ridiculous thing is t i~t in 1944 we still h:c ve no orgunization 

effe c ively organized for coll 0 c tive security The Dumb·rton Oaks Conferen e clearly 

recorded tne conviction, ,,hich b., now he.ts taken xhold of mo~ t of t he neople thro 0 hout 

the world t .... t t 1ere must be a strongly imple .ented orgunizr tion to in.;; e ~ 

petce in the ·orld . 
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One of the ost romi ing things about t 1e ..1 b,· rton O s Conference a.S tr ct it 

acce ted .1e rinciple th· t s ch an inte.1. c1 ion org niz tion must be b' c ed by 

ade.uate force to back its dee . sions . t in.K it .as SCt,r ••ilde . 
s id : ,. 0 

"Th re is onl one tr in .orse nc.n injus ice 1at is ju ice without er 

sword in her h nd . II T ut co· es fro nglt .. nd . If justice .. rmot enforce its 

just ec ions tn·t it is • or tLtin in,iustice . or it re t -s illusion of 

securi r, hen t..ct• lly t.ere is no sec rit . T:ne te tative co.cluaions arrived 

.... t t..t Dumbarton O 1 s Gonf e ence holds 11ithin them much omise ~or t~e fu ur . 

There are also mc.ny serious fl~\S and ,efLciencies in it :hich if not 

corrected ·,·,ill defe'-t a e ·: :orld organiz· tion • s he ol ea__,ue of Nt.... ions • ·t..s 

de~e~ted .. ThLre is inhere tin the set-up· refer ed ·t~tus of he big hree 

or bi four nttions . There is n ~ ent in £e set-u tne 
4
rinciple tn t none of 

big four an never be declared he • ;gressor, . n , ec·use any o e o these ree 

or four big porers have vetoe o~er, t.erefore e 'o ce of the securit 

council of ttis new or~aniz~tion can never be br u t to beur ~g· inst t. ee or 

four five ;rinciole n~tions in the orld . Th ·re is· otble standard of 

• ter1u ional la, ,hie seemingly removes these ations from t.e o e ~tion of 

law . This is· fundamental ·eakness hich must b ranKly faced a he outset 

efore the sys tem c~n be built up . 

1 44 or tne closing montr1s of it , lso s· v the recurrence of o. er oli ics, 

0 ich Is OKe la~t veek an attem t h Y rt of ure~t rit·in, , . 
e OVl 

Union o force t hrou h their Jrefe e ces • s f·r s boundaries ·r~ concerned 

efore t e end o the ··mr so th t t e ne organ ;icn. ;ill t. er, set 

up w·11 onl h veto s~nct·on t they cco pli hcd I il the w·r ¥'S oir on . 

secret a recment as re· ched ' t Teherun bet\ ·eell tne ovie nion and uret.. 

ri ·i for· ~Hix division of influence eci llv ·n E tern uro e . ., temp 

. r o be r e i Pol'nd reece t 1 • nd else,- .. e e to e force 

the ree ents of the~e t· o ,·ers even s • e lil of e eo le . Thi~ h·s 

led to c·vil • r bloodshed o the s d s ectucl o the eo le ·v en ib r ted 



-6-

be· n shot do m in the .,treets b_y the liberators . 'I e H1.S few-. ,ee s nfor u • tel~ 

seerr. t h ve given t he im ression of deb· le of ide .... ism • e .orld. Tn . ye·r 

clos es on utter diplom ....... tic con.1.usion ""'nd t ... e1.:..rts of , en .. r seriousl, troubled . 

ill old ,'orld s • nd'""rds come be.ck c... ... in, or • re e fi . tin> for c:. ne orld or r. 

The olicJ of our o.·n gover ~c t 1c.:.s not b n er 1 stc:..l cl 0r as it s hould e in 

sue times . 

''hat is our position definitely? oices are nel..rd from a.hrm. d tl at .1e h ve 

agreed to certn.in arrc...n0 rents, th[~t e would stand by und . ermit this forcible 

arr ..... nger .. ent of ~ boundt..ries wi out ny interference on our rt . He huve not 

given ·ny clear indication either or or gd·n~t . It ,as even su~gested to us 

th· t t: e .ltl· ntic vhu.rter is a scr a~ of a er ... 

1345 mu'-' t c lear ..,his v r,.· muddled d iplo1,. .... ti sit tion :hich l s brou ht 

r ea.t men ... ce . 

l v 4 vitnessed a n tional election in o~r countrJ. tne re-election o resident 

oosevJlt for u fourt term . is . s a hot1~, c t ested ,. n in man " s , bit er 

election . Cert· in facts emer,~ed some lt..r ,f i fact::;. s me di tincti .. ,a f o.c s 

t~ e tter de cat of isola ti nism and iso l ~ ioni .ts . 'l'ne 1'1,rneric 1 • eople .:.>eemed 

t n· ve turned ba c fin lly upon a ~olitic· 1 _r>ro rm of neu ~lit, of non-

+· C o. er ul.Oil i t t e rest orld int e sec rin.::., n -~inten rce of peoce 

ur.f rtun t ' contributed in l· r e me:. sure to the ,·1r cKin o t • e L c-gue of 

l tions 'nd " 1 • ch brou0 ht on t is war . 'l'h .e J;. e ·ican eopl i s no. co ru ittP to 

u . ro 0 rt..m of int rn tion· 1 r es onsibilit, of ~ssumin lo d of s uch re onsbility 

~ith ·11 ot er nations . 

rin this electi n organize 1~ ore er 7 e s r, oli ic~l f orce n a lli ned 

itself "i ·h onl arty . Tne c n·e uences oft is move on t ~rt of or niz d 

la r • e yet t be seen . •,het. er .:. t is ,•;ise f r an or niz t • n s 1ch as ora"anized 

a o to ·lli nit e ·t on 0 i .1. l rt r n ther .... u doubt l t 1e 

oli ic· 1 .ctions ee a o erf 1 ·c r ·n t ~ic ory oft e emoc • ~le 

rty •nd t e re-e ecti no r i ent oosev t . Th r . 
' uch bite ess n e 
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the cam aign and the outcro _r>
4
Jing of much rejudice and anti-Semitism be ind 

the "clear \•rith Sidney" slogan. The New Deu.l was side-trc1.cx:ed during the campaign . 

Vice-Presi ... ent 1 a l l ace vias t o ·m over boL.rd. ether that is a fixed polic from 

here on only the future can tell. Cert~inly the conversion of the State De~artment 

into a sort of millionaires club is not a triumph for the New Deal. It would be 

~ great mistake if great economic and social problems ~ ich face our people after 

t he war would be met by as irit of economic reaction, of untter conserv~tism. 

There is no salvation in that kind of a .i::>rogram . Ve shall haile to push fori·ard .. 

President Roosevelt carries on his should ers a terrific lo·d. He is one 

of two, three or four men who will be mo~t influentiql in the grea t decisions 

wh ich will affect t he destinies of mankind for generations to come. ri e pray 

that he -.i!ill be granted t he strength and ~· isdom for t his awfully onerous d.nd 

difficult t ask. :le praJ that he will assert his SiJirit of independence, the real 

spirit of American leadership not to be a f ollo ··er either of Churchill or of 

Stalin, but to be a leader moving forwcird in the noblest inspira tion of those 

ideals which are basicly American . ~e have m empire to defend. We hc1.ve no 

territories that \ e are eager to annex. We are seekints no Iill),t.:ricil gain ln this 

w· r. 7e are sacrificing t he lives of our youth to achieve .vhd. t? The end of 

im,.>erialism, t he end of tiggression, t . e end of t } c1. t kind of '-'- v orld wh ich brought 

on t wo global wars in one generution. It is for ideals bdsic · lly Americ~n th~t 

we are in the Yar. It is these ideals our r esident should keep const~ntly 

before him -- not to involve himself in the red ta,. e of the old ,Jorld. He ··ill 

be out-maneuvered and outpl~yed at ev ~r y turn once he agrees to the kind of 
of wh ich 

give and take/the old orld are past masters. 

We have a line to follow defined in the ·tlantic Churter, in the Four 

Freedoms in the nume of which ve sent our -out into the ·,ar. Theve .... r " the 

things rn shall insist on clamor usly in tne .. orld toduy . Tl.e people in the 
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orld will listen to us . Th~re has been too much of nec~et conferences bet.een 

the three or four great leaders . The~e should be ore of ·n a Jpe 1 to t'e ureat 

m .... sses of t'1e ..-.-orld . ho are uyin£; tne bloody ..->rice of this • ar, an ap )e .... l to 

the heart and conscience of , .. ankind for a ne.v ~·,orll order . Ti t our re t President 

has ithin his .. o:·er to do if he so • ·ill to do it . 

The year 1 44 saw the condition f the J e 1s in Euro e in as tr· 0 ic a 

st .... te if not more tr.:.1.gic t' • n in the ~revio s ye~4r . The l· st lar e co . unity 

of Jews in 1unJary \.~s ti.nnr ilc.1.ted . Ho-.r m· ny Je. s are t he ... ·e left in ~uro e 

todt .. y? NobodJ ows . The h· nd of e· t'1 has rec.,.ched out to all, ost ev _r Je .. ish 

commW1ity in Centra l und estern Europe l.J1 ~ onl- fe ~ ~ve esca ed. It should 

be s~id to the credit oft e eric, n J e .. s dur· , the ,Just J ear • 1 d urin 

~revi ous .reurs •ho have ~Joured out their subst nee and enerosi ty t e 1 nerican 

Je., as not turned c.1. de<..tf to tl1e cries -:,f nin brot e s cJ..Cross t.1e se..... . Tnis 

is ver heartening and encour ~ing a thought h ve 1ith us . 

In ·P· 1 es tine in the p· st ear t e Jm • s coum·m • t ha.s continued to evelop, 

to establish ne1 colonies , to increctse its nwnbers, to contribute t o the ur 

effor t, to dig its r oot s dee~er ~nd. deeJer in the sacred soil of its n,tional 

home . It is not clei:ir 1at t e future holds for that si 7 nificant and heroic 

Je;.·ish co. unit Palestine . It i dfficult at t ·1e mm nt to s .... e -~ at t.he future 

1olds for many of the smaller nations of Euro)e . 
·thich 

It vill depend on t e decis i ons 

/,ill be 

of Je s 

• de at the conferences -..: • ch ta. e :>lace . It io cle .... r t· a t a co, munit.1 
ccmnot b ; irrnored 

no·~ f 600,000 ..... . ill not be ignored/in an"~ dee ~sions re c ed re~' rding 

it ... . e C=n help th t co1nmunity reulize its tegiti ate rights after J r r if 

·1e dem· nd t· em ' it out t • idity, . ithout a pec1. ement ... Thi•"' is one ot: t e 

obj ~ctives to hlcl I have been dedic,t· self . Th ti t e line • ich I 

h e been follo ing . T tis the line ltich I ho to follo in the future . 

so, good friends ~s e face tne co in Jear, the ne ear, l t 

resol tions c: ... n e m i{e? You and I can ' t e resoliti no o the orld . e 



c-..m , c..ke resol uti ons for ours lves . nd e&ch one of us is im~ort nt . Each one 

of us should resol ve us ·1e "'t" nd nm, on the thr eshold of t L.r to o 

our dut y during the co.ming year , 'fully , s Ji h., lca.ns us human bein0 s, Je IS 

to d o our duties, ful y, to Cd.rr 
, 

onr J i.ens uncc co I e of • u 

have had heavy burdens to cv.rrJ·, so, e oore ev. re tr· n ot .. ers . T .re ·.ill not 

be .i c.ny 1. 1..ill be s )L..red . It is the .L..rk of the J. n L • e in the • .& c of 

God to be· r one I s ourdens it a ininn.un of compl int, •.ri th 

for titude . 

luaXi l of 

Another resolution, )erLti.ps :hi ch :rn ct.. ke - - mu J disillusio s --

if .e h·ve flith, it is onl if e ret in f ci th ins ite o t e bui'fe in • d 

di sillusion if ~ .. i t1'..in our sphere of i fluence, t..nd no one is ; j tr.out i flueLce 

if ,e retidn our faith in these ideu.ls - to the end of ·,a.r und of a reesion 

u.nd of exploit ti.on of peac e, t .. e ri 0 ht of ,4n to live full and freely :herever 

he is "born , the rie,ht of ,.en to enjoy the ;r • vile es of free .eople and • chi eve 

llec..sur e of ha.J)iness for the selves nd t eir ft. ilies in s.ite of race color 

or creed - only if ,.e r etc1.in our f' ith in ultim· te goodne,:is nd justness ..... -

only if .e do tlr t r. t e hoe, not f or ourselves, for ·e m·y be the gener,tion 

th ... t is lost , that v ill not see eo.ce c..nd trc1n uili ty i n tne \.orld -- but our 

children . But it is • good resolu ion to T.1' ke as we enter the e· r 1945 .... 
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Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
The flying cloud, tqe frosty light : 
The ye~r is dyin~ in the ni ht ; 

ing out, wild bells, and let him die . 

Ring out the old, rin in the ne· 
ing happy bells ~cross the sno\ : • 

Tne year is going, let him P,o ; 
Ri out the f'lse~ ring in th true . 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind. 
For those th~t here :e see no more; 
ning out the feud of rich and poor 

Rin~ in redress to ~11 munkind . 

Ring out a slo ly dyin cause, 
And • ncient forms of part. r strife; 
Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

' ith sweeter m nners, purer laws . 

Ring out the ·nt, the care t e sin, 
The f· ithless coldness of' the times; 
Ri out, ring out my mournful rh;ymes. 

But ring the fuller minstrel in . 

Ring out f&lse pride in ~l· ce nd blood, 
Tle civic slander and the spite; 
nin, in the ove of trut d ri ht, 

Rin in the coHJJ1.on love of good . 

Rin out old sh~pes of foul disease; 
i out tne narrowin~ 1~+ ~o 

Ring out the t:1ousand w~rs of 'old, 
Ring in t he thousand years of peace . 

. 
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