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very interesting book appeared recently published by the Je\·1ish ublicction 

Society of Amer~ca, ;ritten by Dr . Solomon Lptzin culled "Gerr.<--ry 's Stepchildren." 

It is interesting not only because it ives tl:e story of the inner spiritu· l stru. les 

of sorne of the for l.ost leaders of Gerut..n Jew r ::r in the days befor the • dvent of 

Hitler in t heir effort to adjust theiselves to Germ~. life, their efforts to be 

incorpor ted compl tely ;1it in the Germc..n community it is of interest also becuu ... e 

it f oresh· do s similar Jroblems of J ev ish cornmuni ties J e-lish Jeoples in other purts 

of tbe ~orld -- the effort of tne Je,7 to adju3t him.s elf to his environnient to 

estc::.blist1 the uroper rel<J.tion between hin self us a Jew und the people in \,hose mid st 

e lives . There ras been attendant consider ble dif.iculty at times considerable 

trc..5edy for the Je,,s and no here are those dirficulties so gr eat t r· ,redies so 

nw11erous .... s in Ger • ny . As long ·s the Je -, lived in the ghetto in .. edievc;.tl ~urope, 

he had .uny roblems to face . He w _s subjected to sevPre r estrictions ,olitical 

economic nd was ersecuted . Life v·s insecure 'nd uncertain . ut ~ith all these 

difficul ies \'.nich u.tt ~nded t."'le status of the Je edieval Euro.e int e gnetto 

in which he lived his inner e :as never cleft in tv ain . His soul ·,a s one v ith 

his fellm · J e ·s . The J e ,s kne, t at t ey . re J e,;s racially, na ti0nally. w erev r they 

lived . They had ±R their m n 'y of life, their m.n cul ure. their o. n schools. 'l' ney 

ere ermitted to use their o·m lan€:>ucJ ge . Cert inly the used t heir lunguc:1. ,e for 

pr&yer for ·nstruction hd schol~rship . 

'l hey ;ere in tegrh ted s iri tu· lly . ithin tIB hetto al s 1e r \ e ·e at 
' 

home spiritu lly . And ·,hile all <'round t em tn re r' ged hute, an ·mosity • nd suspici~on 

they found grea.t &nd sufficient corn ens&tion within the culture ·nd r dition of their 

J e ish ,. a.. of life . There v s little if any in terc ommuni c • ti on b t u en J e iish 

~r ups L..nd non-J m,ish gr oups except those of t rc.1.de as fi anci&l a ents or occhsio t..lly 
eri,hert.l 

in more tolerant l· nds • d times a /2orw:u:i:erl social nd intellec • 1 cont .... ct . 

But t e 1~ge of E lightenment ·1hich beg in the 1 tn ventury shered in c:1. ne 

B1l era or the Jes ..., >eci ly the Jews of '"'est r 'uro e . T e hetto · lln began 



to crumble . The 'rench Revolution was the climax oft is he of nlightenment . 

The French Revol tion nr its intoxica.ti O ideals of Libert~ E uulit r · nd Fr · ernity 

made religious bi otr ~ ~nd intole ·~nee un u~hio ttble and discr· inLtory 1 1s b·sed upon 

such bi otry ~s ~rchaic . Le .... ·ers of 'nli ntenment began to 1elcome e :s • U in the new 

fellowsrdp of .free o.nd em· nci ated hw • n ·beings, so thttt b l 780-v10~ for excJm le we firtd 

trn .. t Jev1s ·1ere min~linJ ·.itl Germans in t e Derlin s · lons . ,e find )ro-Je-.. ish 

liter~ture springing up led b such gifted riters as Lessing . Tne liter ture 

intended to sho . th~t Je,s are us good as anyone else and should b trea ted lie 

anyone else . The rich J e.1s of Berlin, those ·ho h:.:.d acco lished so su ces:3fully 

Ge r 1W1 tr&de d industry \. ere es eciLll- .rnlcomed ~ und in t rn invited t l eir 

°'-'nrif: i"n clientaleto their ho es . . e fi i ui te u number of J e.,ish s .... lons j_ch 

a.ttracted he fore1 ost Pru. sia.n • ristocrac.1, poets, philsophers of "t.!":. e co tr;y . T' ,re 

ny br.llicnt nd beautiful Je ish hoste ~es liv~ enriette erz nd 

.ho bee ne the ver., nub of Gen a cultura.l life for h lf b. century . 

• e V .... ru 1ugen 

But t he first result of t is im .. act bet; een the Je·;s ho hud just emer".>ed fron the 

ghetto and t.e u • er crust or intellec uul crust of the Germ .... n eople w·s a fli ht from 

Judaism and a olesale conversion . For ex· m le, enrie te H , lef t e Je vish fold . 

do did Dorothe .. endelssohn, the oldest d ... u hter of t e philosopher ~ o"' es ~·endelssohn 

,ho v~c1.s forst converted to Protestantism u d then to Ct...tholicism . ..n t here v 2re 

man .~ny others . Rahel Levin V[.rnbur~er, one the f ... mous women of .th t d·y re urded 
ith 

her J -ism and her J e, ish e1.ncestr., as a st .... in on ur ersom ... li ty, as • sti ~maj, hich 

cruel fL.te bran ed her . She never ·nted to be own tts Je • ish . She re • rded her 

lie as one long bleeding bec·use of he J )ish jeritage . e comple tel T di r• soci. t d 

herself from tle Je ish ueople . In 1819 hen the poisonous sentiment a uinst tle 

Je•s sett e co try and tovard t 1e end uf her life he, unlike ,c1.ny of t e others 

rec ciled hr self to her origin t d ancestr . 

the en of her life "ThL.t 1hich f or so lon eri 

n fact she c·me to dee r 0 ·rd 

of m life seemed my re·t st 

dis~r~ce m bittere in ·nd i ~fortrme w el ton ve been orn a J ess I ould 



not nov; dispense v·i th a.t hn .. r rice." This ..... : te return to the J e • sh fold hu 1 ened 

lUite frequ ntly 

the Germ=n ueople 

t ese Je s wno first fled their _ieople seekin ne home.,) among 

but finding tney • re um ·elcome there. return to heir ov homes . 

The trc..nsi tion from t.,e isoL .. tion of tne gr.et to to full coooer"':i. io • nd 

partici c. tion in Germc:1n life v1' s to be attended for a century and u nalf by 'aryi 

degree of rn.1rdship • nd strui- 1le and failure for the Jews of Germc.. y . ome who sought 

this s nthesis ~ere s ~iritually defeated n destroyed . Som cu.re to deny t he1 selves 

to des .. :>ise ti1emselves, to humil· te theJi1selves . uome sou~ht esca e into ~hilosophies of 

interna tional cosmopoli ta.nism for .~.;hich the uer . i.n people ere not ut c.1.ll )repc:..red . 

Sorne des.· irPd of ev"'r being recPived into u. society for ,. ich t.ey at11etic ..... lly 

h~nkered and cotill1itted suicide . ~till otrers became volunt~ry exiles . 

'till others discovered t neir ve~ce of mind in a ositive re-affirm· tion 

of tr1eir J !=wishness, and on insistence on heimr acce ,ted or 1at t n ey ure --

free men roud of t1.eir a.ncestry, and reu.d t c.;.rticipate in t l.e full life of 

their country, if ermitted 1hich hus no ri~ht to dem·nd of them other than erfonnance 

of heir n uties as citizens . 1111 the r est is t ,eir mvn concern . 

But this adjustm0nt of the Jev s to German; , Geri.c..n culture, ·ms i ade di 'ficult 

mostly becc:..use in Germ ... ny, it is more difficult in Germony h n a here else in 

the v.orld, because the e ·m&n .Jeople t he1 selves c..re ot 1uite adjusted themselves . 

T .ey • re politically i m ture . Tne •. ere the lust people in Europe t o be unified . 

Germany has no political sense . Th ~ Germ·n ~eople h s bee obsessed for many 

generotions ~ith a race megalomania., 1hich is a product oft is )Oliticul inferiority . 

I o eople in Europe is so obsessed i th a mission in the v orld a sic kl concept 

of a chosen people destined to rule the Viorld not o serve 1,t..nkind but to con4uer 

and dominate m~ ·nd, desti ed to dominate the rest of the ,orld . 

Nov it is cle r trut eo le obsessed racially, like the ermt..n eo le itself 

aJallCDlg sick in a certain fundcU,ent·l enotion -- th t t ose ho do not belon that 

who 
raci· 1 stoc~ill neve theless seek identify · ith the ;eo le ·11 h' ve ~ ver 

difficult tine . nrl it is also clear th t cert~in Jes in Ger ny des r·tel seeking 
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to be identified more closely with the Lrerman eople, wh o cone to truc.<le :1i th this 

race egoism of Gprmany, .ho tr~ to find favor with them by givin evidence of a 

sup(jr-patriotism, by tryin to out-lxer1.an tne E"rman w·th t he result that no country 

in the ,,orld produced so many and s1£h tragic cases c.mong its i ellec .... ls oets 

essayists so many s d cases of assiuil&tionism syco~h nts, a os utes, self- L< e ·s 

as those ·ho soat upon themselves as German Jevry. None hurled tl·emselves so Bdly 

into the arms of an over-ideali ed uermany as did these Germun Jews . To be errnc.;.n. 

notrin6 but German bec ..... me hes mum bonum optimum t e great obsession of t :e life 

of these Je·1s . 

h.S • result none :ere so spirita.lly tortured . 1orie SJent so much tim~ nd 

energy to oersua.de the G·rmans .·hut 100% Liermans t l e;j re ..... lly were, hm: tne.,- should not be 

co foumed w·ith those Eastern European Je s with who they nad no ffinity ·1 .atsoever 

ho· completely they had slou .hed off their JOIE.±Jm c ncestral chu. r cteristics and none f · iled 

so miser, bly . 1~one were so bi terly disillusion .... d. Some ·rnre fimJ.lly destroyed by 

the Nazis either by actua.l physical extermin ..... tion or by exile . All tw•eir labors , 1ere 

in vain . All t eir inner soul agonites were in vain . The boo~s of ,riters, es sayists 
so 

tre&ting of this subject made sad reading . Thy are/misguided so f · lse sop· the ic. 

such futile sacrifices i 

Take the extreme case f that brilliant ~ounv 1:riter. Otto ,eininger a Viennese 

young Jev who vrote a book called "ueschlecht und Char kter" "Sex and Chu.racter, 11 

~hich book created quite sensation . The Jew eininger came under the in luence of 

thu.t notorious a.nti-6emite, Houston btei rd Chamberlain, ·mose boot came to be the 

textbook of all German anti-Semites . This Je\ Otto• einineer, c me to hate himself nd 

his ,eople . He c·me to extoll them th of Aryan su eriority to a degree never attained 

by any Nazi . He identified ryanism with m·sculinity Judaism ·ith femininity . Femininism 

was the rinci le of evil in the world . "Ar- nism is Being; Jui .1.ism is non- Being . The 

AryHn assesses individuality; but the Jew has none . The Ar an believes in some 

bsolute; the Jew is ever t e unbeliever . The Jtr an strives or etern· 1 be.in and 



-5-

therefore is sometning; the Jew utterly without faith, i othin ., . The r y· , like 

Man, knows extremes of good and evil, of brilliance and stupidity. The Je like , 'oman, 

is utterly devoid of genius and hence always mediocre • nd imitc1.tive . " Not ve 

compliment· r to womanhood . This is the main thesis of the book. with that scimtific 

drivel we are not concerned, but we are conc·rned ,ith the manner in ,hich it ca.rried 

over and applied to our ovm people und our own faith and to t heir utter de radation. 

,eininger rer,ar<led it as the mission of his life to libera e ma kind from the 

guilt of womanhood as in Judaism. A few months after the public· tion of triis book, he 

committed suicide . e could not convince the Aryans of his re 1 Ar ran tr·nsform tion . 

The circle of splendid free .nr .. -ans 1l ould not receive him in spite of his lick-soit le 

adoration of t heir race . This, of course, is an extreme case ~1most a ps cho-neuro ic 

case . 

There ~·ere others Jakob f assermann whose books many of you undoubtedly hcve 

reod, the gr eut writer, the greatest vriter e ·ps of decadent ~urope in the 

years before t 1e last ·mrld war .... In 1922 he rote • book "My Life us German and 

Jew." In it, ·asserman cnam ioned complete assimilu.tion . e v1 as violently op osed to 

Je ish nationalism und to Zionism . The Jews are not a eo~le he claimed, never can 

be a eople . Jews are strong only as individuals, as servants of the spirit, as such they 

had a world mission, although he realized t at the Je ·:s about him did not seem to be 

aware of any special world mission . He himself' ,·as not a believer in Jewish f cith . 

"He had no sense of kinship with non-German Jews . These ere completely alie to him. 

alien in their idiom, alien in t eir eve~ br eath . He c wld bri g hi.n:self to s rmpathize 

with some of t nem as individuals; but as a 6roup theJ vere repulsive to him . Hes oke of 

the iiustrian Jews, who came to Ber many during ~nd after the ,orld var, as G~liciun moles 

whom the Europe cataclysm had driven out of their filthy holes . He spoke of the Polish 

and Russian Jews as the misfortune let loose upon Germany and again as hosts of semi

DJI barbar "ans 1ustinb for life and booty after gener· tions of im risonment in a hetto 

jungle by a savage autocracy . He exclaimed wrathfully : ' , hut have I to do with them, I 

whose ancestors on my father ' s und on my mothe 1s Sid h f • h d a e ave or six un re years lived 
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and \' orked in the heart of German ? 11 

In the end Jakob 'assermann died, overcome wi th t he ho elessness of being 

ac epted on terms of e uality with the German peo le. All his wooing was of no 

avail and he reacted to this rebuff with a great deal of fury and a gr e t deal of 

des air. It was at t he end of his life when t he Nazis came into ower he cried out: 

"Vain to ad.jure the nation of poets and thinkers in t herume of its oets arrl t hinkers. 

Every prejudice one t .J.nks dis ~os ed of breeds a t } ous and others as carrion breeds ma:;ots. 

Vain t o interject ~ords of reason into their crazy shrieking . The,., s y : He dar ns t o 

Oµen his mouth? Gag iml -- Vain to act in exempl ar J f ~shion. They sa~ : Ye know 

nothing we have s een nothing, we h~ve heard nothing . Vain to s ek obscur i t ~ . They 

say : The co rlardl He is creepin into hiding , driven by his evil counsci ence. --

Vain to go amon ... them and of fer em one 's hand. The:, say : hy does he take such liberties, 

with his Je ish obtrusiveness? ain to keep f aith with t hem, as u comrade-in-arms or 

a fellO\· citizen. he.} sa : He i s Proteus, he c· assume any s pe or form. Vai n to 

he lp t hem strip of f t he chains of slaver . The say : No doubt he found it ,)rofitable. 

Vain to counteract t he poison. The) bre · fresh venom. - Vain to live f or t hem and die 

for them. The say : He is a Jew. 11 

In t he last Je r of his life, in 1933, Jakob .iassermann, who h· d ried to be 

an exemplary German vas fated to see his books burned in t he public places of Germanny 

nd banned from ever library and school. 

Take t he case of :alter Rathenau, t he great economist, the grea t industrialist 

the forei n minister of Republican Germany, a great nan in m·ny Wbys. rrl had he not 

been as sassinated, he might have saved Gennany many of t he tragedies Jld CLl · ities 

which c eon it. He was an assimilationist par excellence. Earl in his youth 

he wrote an essay called "Hear O Israel'' in which he asked t e Jewish people to corrmi t 

national subide, to be be reborn as Germans and int ·t essay his criticism of 

the Jew the Jewish people the Jewish way of life is so ruthless, so ob'ectionable 

thutk the azis used t hat esva in their pro anda a ainst t he Jews. In 1955 the 
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azis gave it vlide circulation. rie too truckled w-d th a. race-obsession ee-oism of the 

German eonle. Hardly any Nazi spoAe ,ith greater adulation for race superiority 

the Nordic race than did ~alter Rathenau . 

"The progress of humanity, wrote ~,alter Rathenau, "was linked .~ith the 1el ·are of 

tne blond and marvelous people 1hich arose in the north . In th~ past this people. in 

overflowing fertility, sent ,;ave u on :ave into the southern rvorld . Each migration 

became a con 1uest each conquest a source of cha.racter and civilization. But as the 

population of the world increased, the waves of the d~rk people made inroads upon the 

Ar an territory. At last the south attained its first important victory, when it 

forced its oriental religion, Christia.nity, upon the northern land.s The Germans continued 

to deferrl themselves bJ reserving ·their ctncient code of ethics, their Viking cour~ge. 

But the worst danger of all loomed vhen industrial civilization gained cor.trol of the 

11,orld. Brains a.nd cunning, embodied in democrac: and ca~italis were pitted a f_; inst 

the heroic Nordic soul. Ra tl enau v1ished to identify himself unreservedly • l th this soul. 

'I have nd I kno- . no other blood than German, no other stem no othe:r people . If I am 

driven from my German soil, I shall remain German and nothing ill be altered ... I share 

nothing .. ith the Jews save what .every German shares ~ith them: The Bible, the memory 

and t e figures of the Old and the New T~staments. y ancestors nd I myself have 

been nourished b German soil and Germun spirit, and hbve given to the Germa.n people what

ever lay . i Jun our po er . M father and I nave had no thou0 ht ,hich as not German and 

for Germany; as far as c n trace back my family, this as been so. " "1ty people are 

the Germans and no other. For me tne Je~s are a GerJ an tribe like the axons, the 

Bavarians or tne ·,ends ... For me tha fei.ctors t ut decide hether one belongs to a people 

or a nation are those of heart, mind character ands ul. From this point of view, 

place the Jews somewhere between the ~axons and the Swabians. they are less near to me 

th· the Brandenburgers or Holsteiner and erhaps somewhat nearer than ~ilesians or 

Lorrainers. I am speaking, of course, only of uerman ews. stern Jews, I regard as 

Russians, oles, or ualicians, just as ever r other erman does; Western Jews, I regard 
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as Spaniards or Frenchmen. Anti-Semitism and local nationalism a ·e for me on an e ual 

plane; if I examine myself closelJr I find that I am hurt more if a Bavarian decl aims against 

t he Prussians t han if he does so against t he Jews'J 

Rathenau w. shed to identify himself unreservedly with t he German people. Tha t was 

•7alther Rathenau. Unfortunately for him, this did not protect him from Germo n hatred. 

In fact he became in their eyes the very symbol of Jewish influence wh ch t ney hated. 

they denounced him as one of the leaders of t he Elders of i ion. When the Jews asked 

Walter Rat henau to join with t hem i n an aggressive fight against anti-uemitism he said he 

couldn't do that. He said it was undignified and unnecessary . On January 24, 1° 22 

Walter Rathenau Foreign 1ij1inis ter of t he Ger man Republic was riddled with bullets 

and fired at by Nazy fanatics. 

Ther are many other rlathenaus and ~:assermanns among the L-erman-Jewish 

leaders and intellectuals. 

Take for example t he case of irnst Toller, gifted poet and dramatist, who sou 0 ht 

escape from his Jewishness in a vague cosmopolit anism , communism. After the first 

Norld '~';ar in which he fought, he agitc.1.ted for pacifism, a ainst war. He was a l eader 

of the Bavarian Soviet epublic in 1919. He was arrested and imprisoned f or :five years. 

He wrote some greut revolutionary dramas. 

couldn't solve the German-Jewish problem. 

Many of you have read 11 Hinkemann 11 • He, too 

At 45, exiled Ernst Toller committed suicide. 

I should not like to leave you with the impression t hat t here were no Jewish 

people who did not believe in and who would not consent to seek identifica tion with 

German life. 

Thus, for example we have t he famous Richard Beer hofmann, t he greatest lyric 

poet and dramatist of modern times. Some of you may have read his 'Jacob's Dream." 

he didn I t try t o run away from his people. He was proud of his people looked 

upon the Jews as a great historic community held together by faith and common experience 

11ho had r iven much to the ·,vorld and still had much to give. He drew his subject matter 

for his great novels and nlays out of the rich store-house of Jewish life literature, 

of the ~ible and used t hose themes su erbly and t nrough his plays and poems he came to 
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voice the vision, the i~ealism, the hopes of nis people thro h the ages,· s \ell as 

the protests of his people, the injustice of discrimination and persecution . In one 

of his fine novels, "Der Tod Geor gs", through tie mouth of his hero, v1ho finds his 

way back to Judaism, he said: "Over t. e life of tnose whose blood flm,ed in him justice 

was ever present like a sun, ,ihose rays nev1;r warmed them 11.-hose light never shone for 

tnem, and J et before ·whose dazzling splendor t ne:l reverently shielded tneir ain-covered 

forehead ,;i th trembling hands . ncestori,, who \'/andered from land to land, ragged 

c1.nd dis~raced , the dust of c1.ll tne hi ,hways in their hair and beurds , ever · 's hand 

ag inst t em, despised b the lo .. est yet never despising themselves, honoring God but not 

as a beg a..r honors an almsg-iv r, calling out in t -1eir sufferin, not to t i!~ Lord of 

Iv rcy, but to the uod of Justice. - And before them, many ancestors whose dying was a 

great festival prep~red for others; round abJut t em festive rooes, the sµ rkle of 

noble Jewels fluttering flags and pomp and the sormd of bells and the song of vesper 

h, s, nd ove all a reflection of the sinking sun nd of 1·1 mes kindled b/ royal 

h .. nds - ther themselves tied to atakes, await· gt e fire, in tneir innocence 

fabricating sins for tt~emselves and ca lling t neir rortures punishment , solely in order 

tat their od mi ght remain a. Liod whose justice is un,.uestioned. -- An bacK of these 

ancestors , a people• ich did not beg for grace but wrestled fiercely for the hlessing of 

its Deity , a people wandering through se s, unhindered by deserts, alVi'ays as a ✓are of a 

God of Justi e as of the blood in its veins, calling its victor God's , ictory, its 

defeat God's juigment, selecting for itself the role of ·,itness to God's po·:.er, a people 

of s vi ors, anointed for thorns and chosen for pain . And slo ·1ly releasing .xx their God 

from sacrifices and burnt-offerings, t hese ancestors raised him high above t heir heads 

until ne stood beyond &.11 trc...nsitory suns and .orlds, no longer a warrior Liod of herdsmen, 

but a uardian of all right, invisible, irradiating all . -- And of t1eir blood was he ." 

There spoke a Jew steeped in tne l· nd trb.dition and prophetic v·sion of his 

people , sea ing out of a sense of dignity, self-respect, speaking to tne lorld as an 

uplifted human being , not seeking a societ 1hict1 does not ant him, but living in his 



-10-

world secure in s pirit, ready to work ·d t h his f ello· 1 men ever ywher e for t he 

advancement of t ne common ideal . That is hha t ri 0 ht- thinking Jews in all parts of 

t he world have discovered, and t heir discovery should be t l1e g olden rule for -Jews 

to fol ow . Not assimila tion and self-effacement . ot going where t hey ar e not . 
w&nted . But living t heir mm lives, drinking deep from the foun t ains of tneir 

own inspiration, and as Jews conscious of t heir great heritage and of their gr eat 

des tiny, participating so far as permitted t o participute, eagerly, avidly in t he life of 

the country in ihich their find t hemselves, fa i thfully performing t heir duties as 

citizens, caring everywhere for t he well- being of peoples in whose mdist t hey find 

themselves . 

This, basically is the one philosphy of Jewish existence which can bring peace 

into the heart of any member of a minority gr oup . Everything else l eads to i nner 

restlessness and turbulence . The destiny uf the Jews in t he diaspora, in t he 

countries in ,-which he lives, is t o be self-loJal ie ber oft' e count r y 1 ij, f ..... ithful 

citi%en of the country in which he resides . That is not difficult in aome countries 

which are not as obsessed by racism as in Germany ..... 

This is a good book to r ead . It will heop you t think through many vital 

problems of our day . 
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