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•THE FOOL HATH SAID IN HIS HEAR.Ta THERE IS NO GOD" 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, Jan ry 14, 1945 



I am very h ppy t hat] und 7 morning h s been dedicated to the S?lendid organization 

of The Temple en's Club ••• I hope that it will continue to Jrosper, to serve t he c use 

of our loved in titution towards Judaism &.nd Jewry. 

I chose as the theme or~ serIJlon this morning, t verse from Ps 1m 14. The 

theme oft' is psalm is "The Fool h&th said in his heart; Th .re is no God." No the 

word "Fool" in this verse is not used in any contemptuous ay. Rather does t he term 

s gest the man mo lcicks wisdom, an ignorant man, a man ·ho ·umps to conclusions, a 

man who makes hasty generalizations. Why does such a man arrive at t he conclusions . 
"There is no God". The second half of th· t verse 0 i ves the answer: en act basely, they 

do abominable things. There is none t h .... t does right. The third verse reudss "All 

have s t r yed from the p- th, their souls a e all rotted. Not a man oes right - hot 

onel In other words, the evil of t he :orld, the gross injustice ev ywhere, the 

abominable thins 1hich are co, tted 1n society, th t impels t he spiritually imp tient 

and religiously i norant man t o say& "There is no God." t en become atheists, because 

they c nnot reconcile the existence of Evil 1th t he existence of a just God. 

This acute spiritual problem exists, ofcourse, f or the od man rat' er t han for 

t he icked man. The icked man, as the fsalmista says inane rlier Ps 1m "in t he 

pride of his countenance does not seek God. All his thought is1 •There is no God." 

He rejects Godl He moves forward in his mischier, his eceit and his violence "singing 
~ 

the praises of his own desires", nd confident t h t there is no God Who will find him/wid 

punish him. But the good an, grievously troubled, as as Job of old, by the f u.ct that 

the r i ghteous so often suffer, and t he · icked triumph over t hem. Over nd over agi in 

in t he Psalm we hear such plaintive cry1 y tears have been my eat d •• and ni ht -

while t hey continually say unto me~ Where is thy God." 

You will recall Job, in the agony of his lite, in the midst or his fe rrul pain, 

cried out, "Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, wax mighty 1n power-T Neither 

is the rod of God u.,on them ••• They spend their days in prosperity. Yet t ' .e;; saya 

"Who is th• Aaigh'y that we should serve HimT• 
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You may recall also the complaint or the great rophet Jeremi ha 

The man ho wrote thia s&lm, like the men ho wrote some or t· e other re t 

psalms in the immortal Book or Psalms - this poet does not lose faith in God, because the 

righteous suffer, or t r~ ick9d prosper. He does not rush to hasty conclu ionsl He 

is aware ht his evidence is fragmentary and inconclusive. He, finite, mortal ·n, is 

able to see only a fr<a.gment of reality, c:illd ooly an infinitesim 1 .,)crt of the arc of 

' human eAperience. ·/hat pers.ective can he i~ve on the total 11 e of :1um:...ni t , ? ttow ar 

can his vision extend? How deep can it penetrate? When you come to thin~t or it as the 

Psalmist does, could society re Uy exist as it h s existed for t hous _ds of e· rs if 

evil always triumphs, or if the measure of evil in t i e world is h ys greater thun 

good? Evil is in essence chaos, ao~et n underminin, somethin which akes for 

anarchy. ankind h s steadily throug long centuries emerged from ch os, constructing 

incre singly better social forms a~d orbar.ization d ys of cooperative· life. There 

are frec.1uent throw-backs a.nd disastrous lapser;. But n ver f ta.l enough to stop 

per1 anently the advance forward and upward. Humhllity has steadil Ea.dvanced to higher 

forms of civilization. Ard the heart of 11 progress must be the • rinciple of Good. 

In other words, it is Good therefore ;.rhich is ultim tely triumphant. 

The efore, the Ps· lmist, his faith unshaken, saein in t 'e evolution or human 

society evidence that d■pravity and corru~tion do not triumph in t.e end, is able to 

repl to t e m&n • ho is h~stily driven to the conclusion -"Th re is no God" - Verily 

God is with the righteous gene ~tin. - The Lord is th refuge of the meek." 

The philosoph ot the men · ho rote the Bible, the philosophy r men hot s1ioned 

our rel1rion, the philosophy of 11 men or vision is very simple. The Univere~ la ~ 

planned Universe, phys.i.c~ly and spiritually. M tter as well s human soci ty have their 

one com. .on source in God. God is th ir conmen architect. He laid down the eternal -

laws or lite d growth and change hich control them. The laws oper te in such way • 

to eust in the Uni Terse - not t,o destroy it. God int .. ncied the world ot men to be in)lab1ted, 
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and h an life to im rove and develop. Inherent in th~ r ct of rograss and improvement 

is the fact of evil, in&.dequacy and -&.nt from hich human life is to serve forw rd. 

Human suffering, hysic 1 and moral, is thua part of t.e l · n deter ined b all- ise 

a~ for the progression of the lite t ffi&n, . itl1out ich pro6reHs itselt ould have no 
. 

meaning. All th t has shed luster on human life, u.nd uiven d"gnity t o human existence, 

science, rt, education, decency and inventiveness ve bean auccess·ve riumphs of 

man over ignorunce, fear, supervtitution, disease, ·ant d drudgery - evils 11 or 

theml 

The religious man, th ~refore bears p~tiently th fflictions i1ich y be visited 

upon him because of his Faith in a just nd wise Godl God's w ys y not ut l_ times e 

comprehensible to him, the oes not in his ignorance or bittterness say: "T.ere is 

no God". He ill regard the evil, crimes, poverty, ar not as ~roof of God's impotence 

or hi ... non-existence, but a.s Gcxi' s c ller.0 e to him, as God's su .... oning to mi ·ht~ effort 

to overcome th t evil." 

He ill look upon the tr 9d:; and sorro s of his o n life not as evidence of G 's 

indifference or ot God's cruelty, but as a tc~ting, as a filterin of our spirit t ough 
I 

triumphs and suffering, as the purgif of our dross in the fiery furnace. Thus t ' e Psalmist 

able to sa i "It was ood for met .. t I was "'fflic ad, that I might leurn thy statutesl 
I 

/ And a ain in one or the gre"'t psalms the man or fc:1.ith who suffered much as cable to cry 

"I know, 0 Lord, th .... t Thy ju •gments re right - and thut in good faith has Thou 

/

/ outa 

afflicted me." 

Now in our orld today there re any :.>eople ho in h st Jud ment jump to 

conclusions and saya There is no God." l&r, sl hter and terror 1£.nd brutality are 

all apout ua. So many i.nocent lives are ein destroyed tod~y. So much ot labor or 
! . 

men. is s uandered and wasted. So much peysic 1 d piritual ruin and chaos are in 

en 
,I 

. 

. 

rld. So many people are inclined t s y - Surely, t.ere is .o Godl But strangely 

~rroi:1 ho are closest to the heart or this eso tion, to the angers n bawa 

ar are lea tot all men inclined t cry out - •Th • 1 no God.• Quite 
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the contrary. It is tor God th t t he cry outt - for His help, His n mess, is comfort, 

His .:;,hel taring arms. They need God L For the greater the strains and the greater the 

tension, the reater the tribulationJ3 ot our lives, the more e need our F 1th in God. 

Faith is not u luxuryL It is a des er te need for men involved in gre tun ert kings 

in mighty enterprizes, in e periences which try their ver heart nd 
a ized b ·• 

Po erl Th- re are any forms of faith faith i 

significant living or undertaking or adventure is possible . ithout Faith. 

I recently came across a fine Baccalaureate Sermon pre~ched by Dr. Lowell of Harv td 

in hich hes id to these young men goin out into the orlda "By f 'th siled across 

the unknown 1aters trusting to find land t the other side. By f i th t he Pil~rim r thers 

migr tad to then w world, seeking home for a :f'ree exercise of t heir religion. By 

faith the frontiersmen penetrated deeper and deeper into the wilderness until the whole 

continent was opened to civilization. By faith ·ashington endured t e hardships ot 

V lley Forge th ta new and inde~endent nation mi ht survive. By faith the fr ers of the 

Constitution devised a form of overnment th~t this n t ion might be united, ~rosJerous, and 

permanent. By faith Lincoln persevered thro~h the dark days of the Civil ~ar, th t the 

Unity of the n tion mi0 ht be preserved and s1· very bsolished. B faith Fulton invented 

the steamboat, and orse the tel graph. By f 1th . orton, yearnin t reduce human 

suffering, relieved pa.in through anaesthesia, and made modern surgery possible. By 

faith Dr. Carroll offered himself up for exposure, and died, to t ake awa~ the scourge ot 

Yeilow Fev r. And • . at shall e say of others ho b.,· faith h· ve lanted industries, built 

railro ds, made inventions aud discoveries, added to Kno led e, h led e sick, purified 

politics, and ~mproved social rel tions, of bm often t e orld was not orthy." 

Faith, m friends is not luxury. It is hat men need to live, to ~ork. 

And the more man resp~s to the c llenge of evil int e orld, the more he ivea 

of himself to the struggle, re ardlesa oft e sac·ifice, the more · eenly oes he become ware 

tat *•ia#t tl re is a God& ,or he comes to teal th tit is God Who h~s sought him outl 

It is trough t..~• b st in ua, through our noblest a pir tiona, th t e b come conscious . 
ot the reality ot God, 
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The most convincin proof of the exist nee of od fr an 1 the Godliness in 

man - the ualities of selfless devotion, love, sacrifice, pit~, for iveness - the 

quail ties b - hich men trunscend t e peysic~l in them and touch divinity. 

It was Immanuel Kant who s · id, •Two things tilled him 1th we, the tarry 

heavens a ove and the mo .·u.l law i thin." 

an has found God in both of these - in the ·tarry heavens above, and in the 

mor 1 la within. "The Heavens decl red the Glory of God.• 1any a thoubhtful man 

has become convinced ot the existence of God b the ajesty, the orderliness, the 

arrangement and the mystery in nature. 

But even more so can men find God, the testimony of His being - in the r elease 

of their moral energies, in the doin of things great and good, for t he power which 

I 
J 

I 

they 111 then experience, and the exaltation and the .freedom and the manner in which 

they will rise above ~ain, and su.fferin and frustr tion and defeat will i ~e them the full 

answer to those who taunt them s ying: "Where is Thy God?• 

M dear friends: If th existing ickedness of t he world, and the gre t suffering 

m were suf'ficient to make en a.theists, t en the Je·1s should he the most atheistic lly 

minded people on earth. What people has suffered more than our people? Yet stran ely 

enough, and all through the centuries of erse~ution our people far from denying God 

extolled Him and magnified God's name •••• Always they saids •tie are unworthy. Ours 

is tqe sin. Our forefathers needed God. They needed the power of faith to survive 

' ta~a• by th t faith were we saved. In that same way we need it today. illion• 

ot our ¥eople have been slain. Thousands or Je ish communities have been d stroyed and the 

broken highways or the world are filled 1th our helpless exiles and refugees ~nd the 

whole Household ot Israel seems to hu.ve been smitten. In such a time of deep tribul tion 

there ie need for reaffirmation, to re-dedicate oneself to God. In all th t there is a 

challeng••••• "A rool hath said 1n his heart: Th ~ e 1s no God.• The ri otly man, the 

ise man throughout all the a ea saids "The Lord is Blessed.• 
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By 
Dr . 1bb Hillel 'ilver 

t 
The Temple 

On 
Sund·y morning, Januar y 14 , 1945 



a 
l am ver ha~ py t c..t/ 0und· ~• morni g has been dedic" ted to the s ,lendid or t.nii,ation 

o The Tern le 1.en' s Club ... I ho e h· t it :·ill continue to ros er , to ..,erve tne c· use 

of our beloved i.stitution to•c..rds Jud· ism ~nd Jevr 1 • 

chose ~st e thee of my sermon this morni g , t e verse from • lru 14 . The 

tneme of tnis psal is "Te Fool a.tn sc1id in his heart; T1 ere is no God . " 01 the 

ord "Fool" in this verse is not used in a.ny contemptuous way . Ru er doe tl.e term 

su gest the man •;ho la.cks isdom, aL ignorant mc:...n , a -nl'n ··ho jum s to conclusions , a 

.... n 1 o nu es ast- ener·liza ions . ny doec.,! such a m·in arri e t..t the conclusion : 

"Th ,re is no God 11 • The second half of t ut verse 6 i ves the ans er : I, en • ct b~sely , they 

do abominable thinP"s . There is none tlu ... t does right . The third verse rer.ids : "All 

haves r&yed from the_ th , their souls u~e ull rotted . Not a m~n does righ not 

one ~ I other ,words , the evil of the . orld , the gross injustice ever here , the 

abominable thin.rs : • ch are co. ,it ted in society th[ t i els t e spiritually im_ t.tient 

und relicriously i norcmt n.c:1.n to sa : "There is no d . " ien become atheists , becruse 

t1ey c nnot reconcile the existence of Evil ith the existence of a just God . 

This. acute sniritual aro lem e ists , of ourse , fur the od an ratter thu.n for 

the . icked man . The : icked 11 an , as the salmists. says in an e· rlier fsa.lm "in t e 

r ide of his countenance does not seek God . 11 his tho o-ht is : "There is no God . " 

He r e,j ects God ~ He moves forvn .. rd in his mischief , his ecei t c..nd his violence "singing 
OU 

the praises of his own desires ", and co fident tnlit there is no God .7ho v·11 find hinv'wid 

punish him . But the good m·n , Jrievously troubled , as was Job of old , by the f·ct that 

the r .i.ghteous so often suffer , and the ., ic_<ed triumph over them . Over and over ag' in 

in the Psaln ie hee1r such plaintive er : y tear h·ve been my 1eLt.t ua and niaht -

while t ey continually say unto me : here is thy God . " 

You will r ecall Job , int ea ony of his 1· e , in the midst of his fe·rful ain, 

cr ied out : "V herefore do t e icked live , become old , ax mighty in . o·,er? either 

is the rod of God upon them ... The send heir days in pr os er ity . et e s·y : 

" hoist e Al.mi ht tnat we should serve im?" 
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ou ma - rec 11 c..lso the com~laint of the great oropnet Jere .i~h: 

The an ~ho rote this psalm, like the men ho· rote some oft e other hre~t 

psalms in the immort~l Book of Psalms -- this oet does not lose faith in God, because the 

ri:hteous suffer, or t. icked prosper . He uoes not rush to hasty conclusionsi e 

is aw re hat his evidence is fregment&ry and inconclusive . He, finite, mort·l 1un, is 

able to see only a i'rc..gnent of reality, and only an infinitesim'l part o tne arc of 

human e.,.oerience . ,hat pers_t>ective an i e have on the total life of hum .. nity? . o-.· ar 

can his vision extend? Ho, deep can it penetrate? hen you come to thin. of it as he 

salmist does, could society really exist as it h·~s existed for tnousc..nds of ~ ears if 

evil lwa.ys triumphs , or if the measure of eyil in t he •,orld is ..... lwa ·s greater thc...n 

good? Evil is in essence chaos , somethi ng undermining, somethin .ich makes for 

&narchy . ankind h~s steadily through long centuries emerged from ch os, con3tructing 

increasingly better socic1.l forms ·1d or;anizations and : ' S of cooperative life . There 

are fre~uent throw-backs and disastrous lapses . But never fatal enough to stop 

perr. a.nently the advc1.nc 

forms of civilization . 

forward and upward . Humanity has steadily advanced to higher 

the heart of all orogress must be the rinciple of Good . 

In other v·ords it is Good the ref ore hich is ultima tel trium hant . 

The efore, the .t's· lmist, his faith unshaken , seeing in t .. e evolution of hum n 

society evidence that depravity and corru~tion do not triumph in he end, is a le to 

rei)ly to the man •,ho is h· stily driven to he conclusion -"T re is no God" 

God is with the rigrteous generation . - Tne Lord is t~erefuge of the meek . " 

Verily 

The nhilosophy of the men '.'ho wrote the Bible, t e philosophy f men y; ho fas lioned 

our reli~ion the philoso hy of c..ll men of vision is very si le . Te nivPrse is w 

planned Universe, physic ly ands iritually . 1w~tter as well as human soci ty have their 

one com.,on source in God . od is their co1. mon o.rchi tect . He laid do rln the eternal 

laNs of life nd grow ·nd change which control them. The las operate in such a a as 

to sust in the niverse - not to des roy it . God i t ended the ~orld of men to be inpabited , 



'Z -..;-

and h an life to improve and develop. Inherent in the f~ct of progre s nd imorovement 

is the fa.ct 01 evil, inadeeiuacy and ... ant from 1hich hwnan life is to swerve forwurd. 

Hum&n suffering, physicu.l and moral , is thus oart of tr e pl· n deterJnined bJ all- ·;ise 

Go,, for the orogression of the life of rran , without which orogre~s itself ould have no 

meaning. All that Las shed luster on human life, and given dignity to h an existence, 

s ience, art , education, decency and inventiveness h ve been success i ve triumphs of 

man over ignorance, fear, super titution, disease,· ant and drudgery - evils· 11 of 

themt 

T' e religious man , th~refore bears putiently the afflictions\ ich na be visited 

upon him because of his Faith in a just ~nd wise God t God's ways may not at al times be 

comprehensible to him, but he does not in his ignor'nce or bittterness say: "The ·e is 

no God". He will reo-a.rd the evil, crimes, poverty , 'l r ot as roof of ltod. 1 s im otence 

or hi non-existence, ut as uod's cnallen :re to him, as od's summoning to mi5 hty effort 

to overcome th.:i.t evil ." 

He •ill look upon tne trc..~edJ and sorrows of hi own life not as evidence of liod 1 s 

indifference or of God's cruelty, but as a te.:>ting, as a filtering of ours irit t ough 

triumphs nd suffering, as the purging of our dross in th'e fier' furnr ce . Thus t he Ps· 1 ist 

r· s a l le to say: "It was good for me t t..t I was c..fflic+ed , that I mi ht l earn thy st~tutes~ 

And a aain in one of the gr eut ~salms the an of faith ,ho suffered much was able to cry 

out: "I kno, 0 Lord, that Thy ju gments a.re rio-ht - and thut in good faith has Thou 

afflicted me." 

ow in our orld today there are any ~eot>le ,ho in hast jud ment jump to 

conclusions and say: T re is no od." ar, slau~hter and terror nd bru ality are 

a.ll about us. So many i .nocent lives are bein destroyed today . ~o much of labor of 

men is s uandered und wasted. bo much hysical ands iritual ruin ad c aos are in 

the world . So mc...ny people re i11clined t o say - Surely , t ere is .o Godt Buts ran ely 
horrors 

enough, tnose ho ·re closest tote heart oft is desol tion, to the dangers ano/ .blZlJWlS. 

and death of ar are lea.st of all men inclined t o cry out - "Th • e is no God." , uite 
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the for God tnat 

His arms. 

- for His help, His 

For the greater he 

comfort, 

the crrec1.ter the 

tension,. 

it _1:1'aith 

ec;l.ter t e tribul~ionr of our lives, the more ·- need our r•.ith in 
'~ 

men inv • not· luxury~ It is a aes er~ e need for w. 
in mi 0 hty enterprizes, in experiences whicL try their ver .. heart c.1.n 

_a_l_l_o_t_h_e_r_f_a_i_t_h_s_a_r_e_e_n_e_r__.g_i_z_e_d_b _ ___, is Jr fui th 
Pov;er i There are many f ornis of fai tn - the most f dar.,ental - faith in Go<V o 

significant livin~ or undertaking or adventure is oosJible without t ith. 

recently came across a fine B cca.laureate uermor~ftc'fi: b7 Dr. Lowell of Harv· rd 

in .hich he said to th"II(' young m g::Gi~t into the ~orl~ fuith sailed ~cross 
~ ,~ r 

the unkno.m ,aters trusting to find land at the other side. By f&i th tne PiL,rim .£1'· thers 

mi~r .ted to the ne" .. ,orld , seeking e1 ho e for a free exercise of t .. eir religion. By 

faith -t~e frontiersmen ;onetr· t d P-eper and deeper into tLe .-·ilri erness until the ,hole 

continent vas opened to civilizution. By faith ushi ton endured the ardships of 

Va. ley Forge tha.t a ne and independent nation mi~ t urvive. By faith the fra:-:iers of tne 

Constitution devised a form of 0 overnment that t l n~tion mi~ht be united, Jros perous, and 

perm· nent. By faith Lincoln persevered through the dark days of the Civil ''ar, th t the 

ity of the nation mi~ht be preserved and slc.1.very absolished. By 'aith Fulton invented 

the steamboat, and orse the tel.,tar• h. By fa.ith orton, 'eurnin r reduce hum n 

suffering , relieved 1ain tnrough anaesthesia, c1nd made modern surgery possible . By 

faith Dr. Carroll offered himself u~ for exposure, and died , to take a a. the scour e of 

Yello rev _r. And •at snail e say of others ho by faith huve planted indus ries, built 

railroads made inventions e1nd discoveries, added to kno ledge, valed tne sick , urified 

politics, and lm)roved social rel· tions, of w·s not .orthy." 

Faith, my friends is not l.. 1 ur. lt is vh·t men need to live, to ork. 

And t e more n responds tote c. lien e or' evil in t1e tlie 

of hi self to the s ruggle , re ard.less of t.e s&c ifice, the eenly 

, ' o has tat :bcisxx there a Godi tor he c mes to feel th tit is G 

It is through the in us, through ou noblest as ir tions, h·t 

of the reality of G • 

e ives 

him outl 

conscious 

• ware 
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The most conv·ncing proof of Lhe exist nee 01 uod for 1 an i the uodliness in 

ma.n -- t e ~ualities of selfless devotion , love , sacrifice , pit , for iveness -- tne 

qualities b which men tr .... nscend t ue physicu.l in them and touch divinity . 

It w~s Immanuel ant no said: "Two things filled im ·1.ith :... e: t he 

heavens a oove and the mo a.l law within." 

tarry 

1a.n h·s found ' od in both of these -- in the ~t~rr r heavens arove , and in the 

moral la. , i thin. "Tne 11eavens declb.red the lllory of Goa ." 1any ~ thou~htful llia.n 

hc.1.s become convinced of the existence of llod b the majesty , the orderliness, the 

arran6 e ,ent and the m;rster in nc:1ture. 

But even more so cc:1.n men find uod , the testimony of dis being - in the r elease 

of t1eir moro.l energies, in the doing of tnings gre· t and good , for t he power which 

t hey will then experience, and the exaltation and the freedom and the manner in which 

they .rill r.:..-.>e a ove ain , and suf:'ering 'nd fr str tion and efeat will 0 i e them the full 

answer to those who taunt them Sl:tying : "1Vhe e is T y God?" 

J dear friends : If th existing wickedness of ie ,orld , and t he ~reat sufferin0 

W1Dl were sufficient to make en a.theists , t ' en the Je.1s sriould be t e most athei ~tically 

minded people on earth . • hat Jeople has suffered more t l an our peo le? et strangely 

enou h, ·nd all t1rough t he centuries of ~ersecJtion our Jeo9le f·r from denying God 

extolled Him &nd; agn'fied ~od's name .... Always they s&id: 11 e are unworthy. Ours 

is the sin . Our forefathers needed ~od. T ey needed the pO' er of aith to survive 

be a se by t t faith 1ere e saved . In that same y we need it today . l,.illions 

of our people h1:tve been sluin . Thou: 1..1.nds of Je-lish cornmuni i 8s have been d stroyed c:l.nd the 

bro-en highways of t . e ,orld re filled ·ith our hel less e iles and refu0 ees and the 

hole 1ousehold of Israel seems t h· e been smitten. n uch a time of dee tribul:. .. ion 

the e is need for reaffirmt..tion, to re-dedicate oneself to God. In all ti:wt there is a 

chc1.llenge .... 11
A Fool h· th s· 'd in his eart: T _ e is no od." Tne ,r· s tl m· n, ne 

·,ise en t irou0 ho t all the ages said: "Thf3 Lord is Blessed. 11 
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t cro ed 'j llcry r mo-_rin an unfor etabl ! i ·tur s one finds 

bet e n the covers of th Bi le. In t e V r • first p es one c s u. on t e 

first tr gic :!er in t.1e story o the h an r ca t1~e f r t rt tricide, 

the first man 1/#J. ipped by ,;;>sion 1hich he could t un rst :.ild not 

ster - Cain slayin0 his rother, the ipul tion of er· n 1 ;,ui in the 

• ·or ld, j "' lousy blood hed, t e fir t blind ush to self- exon r tio and 

rsc~pe - "Am I my hr ther' eeper", tl.e irst, t e first pur 1ng ense of 

con4ession: "For ive me . ~· uilt is ore th n I c er . " Ho much 

of uman life since th~t time is telescoped in th t brief st ry of h an 

exp rience . Ev .ry .>nrase is re ant • th .. ni . Ho, un reds and 

thouo nds of poems s·nce vo been ritten int. e 1 e of all eople 

about this ver.1 heme, ding nothi ne·· t u r d lon :, further 

int e pa .s of t.e Book and 1 u c acros r 0 n 

i lo ha f"o d re t i hand 11v for it. lon ly n. H had 

no child . Finally a child i anted • He beco a arer 

than life it elf . How he as s oned to sa.~r· ice t is c 11d. Th re is 

tl e ole story about n old an • ho • es • child om loves, to:r hter 

ith whom he to his sacrifice". On w n ers t t ou ht cro sed r h 

the mid oft e old man ·she 1allced 1th his son, bout to s crl ic the 

t~in he loved ost, h s 1.Imnor lity . 11 t e bitterness of s· rifioe for 

an ide l s refl cted nth t sim 1 picture of them 1 ing to6 ther. 

un or 1ettable ic ure . Ho often thro h th c nturies the same t 1 is 

r . e ted, reut ide lists som 

ved b r s er ioe llf re fo 

o ~et su reme s cri ~ice, tested, 

in th fist f verse in c1 ter 

of G ne i. You red t e 

resent it lf to you. 

es fr er and .lcture ·ft r icture 

H re e two ro ers w o • et after se r ion or • ara -
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J cob und Esau, tins who a t d and distrusted e o other almo t roe childhood. 

T ey w re riv ls fr the birthri ht. ho sha~l be m stcrs in the orld? 

Two brot rs, to cultures, to civiliz tions, differi 
a 

man ho lived b the soil, the otner7man of blood, two civiliz tions oomed 

to eternal enmity rl ·ht do t ough the a es. T ey meet fall u on ch 

others' shou ers and t ey · eep. As urious reconcili~tion, a reooncili tion 

hat can never take place bet een these t wo orlds, t .e . mole drama . la d 

today on a hundred battlefields. Jacob and Esau met and br aced ne nother 

only to be separated ain forever "4ftor in et rnal conflict. 

e read on and on the on er · nd lory of these pictures, these 

stories th increasi power. 

H~re . is anot er icture of t he Bible, an o an, Jacob DIUd s 

bloody g r ~ent of his son. "Do you reco niz it?• he is a.S ed. Th old 

n reco ~ni "es it .and recQgnizin it he t e r s o 

s c' cloth. He mourns h~ for any days. J cob 

ent and ?U s on 

loved Jo3eph ee .. ly. He 

had iven him this coat. He had red more for him£ n for his ot 1er sons, 

and had iven him this arment of ny colors. Jose.h :as child of his old 

a ·e, a child of his Rachel, to su tain hi in his o e. Now hews ead. 

Another door is opened to the . h ~ n rt lov hie. turns into hate. 

ere is a love thut destroys. h man reat ·or~s of lit r ~ ure re 

ri tten on this theme since th e time of the Bi le? illions of t .. em. 

Ard t ey ill continue. 

e turn t.e gea and e come across others ory, t es ga ot 

oses on t. ebo, strain! hi tired eyes to ee the land hich he ;ill 

never enter. For forty~ ara he led re ellious group of ild laves 

and~ e op t t tined 1m as the to ht that he aul-d se with hi1 

own e es the cred d loved soil. Th t snot riven to him. It as 

told to him that his ould be a Jone r ve on top of t. ebo, ,h 



strain:ng his eyes for lust look on the land he dll n ver enter. 

And so on and on. There is another story of Samson in Gaza, who 

W' s • etrayed by the oman he loved, drained of niw strengt , surrendered to the 

Philistines, his yes put out, c ained to the millstone in the rison house. 

Samson was summoned b the Philistines on t1 ir festiv'l da· to makes ort for 

them. T.1e s - t him between the pillars. S son prays: "0 Lord God, remenber 

me, I pray thee, and give me bac~ strength, only this once, t t I may be 

this once avenged of the Philistines for toe es. His strength is iven 

back to him and he b.nds under all his mibht ad he brin rs lo~n the • lls 

of The Temple u:>on the Philic~inas .... . don 1 self. How much doe t picture 

inspire the unbro en and undefiled spirit of n hich rises trium hant from 

wreck and defeat and as a final bid of vindic tion. .ll ..: re it ls all told 

in the simple story of the Bible. 

You read bout the patriarchs, Jud es, but Saul, David, Jonathrui, 

~olomon, hundreds of them. 

I close with but one more. There a a famine in the land for three 

·ears and David sought the face oft e Lord to learn wh the r aine attllcted 

the lam of E pt nd he as told t t it s vaul, King before him who had 

bro en a covenant with the Gi onites. And D vid summon the Gibeoniteo 

and saysa at can we rillll do to appease t e threat of tle Lord'" And 

the g1beonites s id unto hi a It is not matter r silver or gold bet een 

us and Saul. T e v took t'-e to sons o Rizpah und t tin ·sons 
I 

the du ghter or Saul and t ey ere put to death,: nged. The to µrincee, 

the sons of Rizpah re put to eath an:l iz h, the mother of the princes, ·, 

a ys the Bibl, took a sack cloth and stood b the dad bodies or ,her childre 
I 

and . e s ered neither t. e irds of th 1r to st on ~em by d y, nor 

th beasts or th field by night, a moth rs ielding the b ies of er dead 

children rrom the birds and the be ate. One of those unf orgetable ssa ea 



-----
-8-

oft e Bible. 

Is there any ander .ihy artists h ve sou ht to transcribe on canvas 

into stone, ranslate into music this onder and lory of the ible? Oh, 

there is beauty in it and kno led5e and so et. ·n else. Nobility ot 

purpose. For everythin th._t is in the Bible b· t ne _urpose - to elp 

man on the his rd ay throu h life, to maAe is road easier, to help 

im face destiny with coura,e and dignity. Nobility of urpose. Le rn how . 
to live a bood kindly life. that is th lesson of this i ortal book. 

Whoever has turned to it has found help and guidnce nd inspir tion for his 

way in the orld .•• 




