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"EA T" I D luH ..., V · u 

Tae 1 roblem of inter. arric:1..-:, e as reflected in the 

interesting novel b Gweth lyn Gr~h·m 

By 
Dr. Ab~ Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sun o.:y mornin , Fe bru· r • 4 , 1945 



The ~roblem of interrnarridge is an old roblem and it h·s been a ·vorite 

t1 me of many a triter . This most recent tre· tment of the subje t b .. w·y of the 

novel , 11 Ea.rth and High ec..ven," by weth lyn Lira.ham, is a ver y sym athetlc &..nd 

un ersianding treatmJnt of 1e subject bra broad-minded and t~lented riter 

who has a cosmo1)oli tan and emt..nci_Ja. ted vie v on life , Lnpa. tient of in tole_ ~n e , 
the 

bigotry and convention whtch deny / indi vidu&l full freedom to choose is N;ay 

of life . The author seems to grasp rather fully all t e difficulties involved 

in this ~roblem ~hicn f irly bristles ,ith difficulties . Buts e believes t~at ~ ith 

cour· ge , high resolve on t. e part of those ,,ho are • nvolved in such a roblem may 

su~ceed in surmounting t ,em . iiS one reads tne book, one seems to be driven to 

the conclusion t.a.t her descriJtion o.f the difficulties ure more convincing than 

her solution . One Ci::l.n not but be dec~ly touched byte fine human ine&..lism 

and the boundless good will behind the author and t · e final dis_1osal of t.e roblem 

but one is left wondering when one finishes t e b ok whet' er t e last few ages of the 

book are the lo ; ic~l se ence to all th~t 

earlier fe:; hundred ages . 

s sai •ith such k~en ins· ht in the 

T story is a very simple one . Erica ....,r ke ·s a youn~ vom._n , daughter of 

a :1ell knm.n .t'rotestant Christian fi::l.mily liv..:.ng in .o1ontreal . Sne falls in love ·l.ith a 

Jerish laywer b then~ e of ~ark Reiser . 0he is ~8 and he is 33 . Erica is a 

lovely youn ;.omun , gen~rous of h ar t , . assessed of a goo..:i bra.in , editor of the 

• o; .un ' s ciection of a .nontreal news pa_. er . he is perfectly at hoe in he~ world ~nd in 

h r social "'roup . She is loved b hP.r f ,4mil/ and udored by her otin ather . 

v1ar c {eiser is · a native-born n<.1diun , tl'le son of p· rents vho had mL; a ted 

from Austria . He 'fu.S a s .nstive , ver intelli ent , ohysically r · ceful man , a man 

who loved booK:s , music and was interested in his rofession . 1: re was no money >rubber . 

He had social ideals·. 

arc h·d been made aware , b and ·ware , as· stu ent in colle e, an later 

on in t~e business 1orld tnat he as a Jew . He vras not as amed of the f ct , nor 



apologetic for it . But .•tare ha.d no strona reli iious convictions , nor • s he in 

any way actively identified ith o ganized Je ish life. But he w· s • ;are o tne 

laoel vhich tie world ras determined to affix to him , and this act made him 

sensitive in all nis relations ;dth non-Jews . 

Erica and .ilar fall in love al.mo.·t .:...t first si ht . nd the trouble be ins . 

Eric ' s futher , Charles Dr&.ne, is a cult ed 11 n .ind c..nd chivalrous an 

aristocrat, somet:ing fan aesthete . He pla ed at being liberal an tro~d-. inded , 

bu ·as ver.r set nevert eless in the conventions 'nd re ··udice of nis soci 1 set . 

He loesn 't want a Jewish laNyer for his son-in-let . 

, hen ~rica ~vishe to introduce ht.arc to him , at her own home at • co kt· il o.rt , 

t he ·t er cuts arc iead . He oesn't ac .. no1ledge the introduc i~n . A b itter 

acene ensues bet en ft. r &.nd daughter , one of, any . Te daughter tries to 

re&.son 1er fa.t er out of his an i-Jewis rej dices . t> e m1...intc:1.ins tha t .iarc 

should be t r eated as <in individual, not damn im .·i h a label . He is c1 peci ic 

human being , not a category . Buts out uuccess . 11 vh ' rl s .iranke 

,as not going to nc..ve 1is favorite dau hter ' ting mixed up, itn a Je. ·is la er ." 

11.L.rc, thus rebuffed , <ee s • ay . But rica fell into t .J habit of lookin{ 1.or 

him . The meet • ae1.in b ch· nee in the .. • ilr d st<:l.tion . 'lhey ~o for a lon al . . arc 

is now in uniform, a c· tain . ''hey 0 e t to talkinJ, about t e 1:..r , about t · emselves , 

about t e ir bc:..ck rounds . Sne ·ri,.;S o apolo:rize for her fatner . ,1arc um.erstands . 

"I don ' t fi into your articular socl..tl set-up" , he s·ys . He oesn ' t bluue her 

father . He c·utions Erica : "It's a lot more comfortagle to be on one side or the 

other than out in ~e .niQdle here . ou et it both 'I ys . 11 

Erica reacts ·inst t ' is cce tance of fate . They h ve u lov. ' s uurrel . 

It looks· sift re is dan er of a ore·k-off in t heir rel~tions, but· sit c..l\ ·ys 

happens in sue c ses , or ,,e , ouldn I t n· ve novels , rica has inner wit him the next 

Tues ·y . 



Eri.cL. 1 s father, in t·1e meantime, is plotting to disru t t h ir love af uir . ~ric· 1 s 

mother too has objections, b t not so violent . 

obJ ections to Erica . Erica asks her f c:1.ther : 

ot f th~r nd mot er state t' eir 

11 C,1,:;trles, , ant to Kno.1 Nhy . 11 

11 ny? 11 e re.ated, loo ing t her . 11 11 r i t, 1 11 ell ou :hy . I don't 

want my d h,er to go tnrouo-h life neither flesh, f o, l, nor ~ood .re h rring, living 

in a kind of no man I s lund ,,here J. alf the • eople you . no Ni 11 never a cei)t nim, nd 

half t e eople he 'mows lill never acce.Jt you . I don I t ant a s on-in-law w1 o ::...n I t 

be put up at my club and ·,ho ce1.n 1 t go ,ith us to olaces where ue've gone all our 

loves . I don't ant a son-in-law horn I'll :nave to b.polo :., ize fr, and ex)la.in, ·c1nd 

have to hear i nsul tad indirectly unless I can re;, ember to , rn )eople off :irs t . ~ .. 

11 
l e iant you to marry someone -- someone l ie us . Someone .. 0 1 11 ~it in 

and whom e pan . '• . 11 1ar c.1.re t Dra.t{e 'a.ught _er, re th, t hen m· n a ed to Sb.Y , 11 ••• 8h.n 

all be roud of, 11 

more 
But these deb· tes ee on beconin✓fre uent c:1.no n1ore violent and bitter . The 

w• ole x atmos h:..re of t he home be.7 ·ns to c '1 nge . Tn ..... re is strain • nd ennion . 

Her pc:ITents will not n-~ve Marc com· t o t e • r home~ 

Erica bitterly resents this and has t o 1 eet him ' ·;a.1 from home, at the ark , 

at a cufe . . The gult oe t ween Drica and er a.rents iden and en . They will not 

have -1arc in their nome but t ey will have . • x liot, ·.10r lr Le,..s of a cad w o 

·uas married to t eir other da.ughter Mirium und ,ho firn.1.lly breaks t he he rt of 

his d a.UP-hter . This 11ctX is •. elcomed in their home because he is not a ew . 

Erica I s mot er a.Sae t..rica t stop 1118eting ,.arc . She says : "Our life · s eems to 

be fallin 0 a art . " But Erica is determined t (:;i.t her .'.)a.rents s all not run 

her life for her . ..nd ·1 at seems terrible tu t em is not so at all to her . 

11 nat I do have to do is b·lance arc, ·nd at ' he 1 s wort to me , a uiret 

the ~ener·l situ·tion nd decide for myself het er I'm goin to ain i.1ore t · an 

I lo e . robody else c n de·ide t ·t for me . I n·ven't lived y ur sort f lif'e, ou 
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,ere born in 1 90 nd I. · s 1orn in 1914 and obviousl in·t tters mo·t to me 

isn 't what nat,ers j Oi.>t t o you . Our hole scale of values is diffe rent . hat 'lould 

'r in' your life ~ouldn't necessarily ruin mine, and r nyhoN , L do~'t thin it's· 4uestio 

of ruining my life it the moment , so much as a uesti0n of Nho ' s oina t run it . 

Obviously, if I· re to sto;J seein6 Marc 0urely bec·use ou ant d me to and for· ->et 

' of rec.t sons ··hich I don t a5r.")e with , then it ould be ou ..... nd v_ ' rles v o rere rw1nin 

it , not II • 
I 

Er ica vants her mother to see 1!£.l.rc . he wouldn t be so "/orried if she got to 

kncr. him . Tne mother refuses . 11 Likin,J him, 11 she Sa.JS , 11 would m· e eve ~ythina t a.t ljiuch 

more complicuted . 11 

Eri.cu. nopes tha.t she v:ill be able to .ersuade her a..rents . 

The Futher , almost beside hinself in un ef1ort to se ~rate them, egins to 

attac~ all Jes, begins to intro uce every conv 'S ' tion at home ·ith some libelo s , 

a-nti-uemiti- r ar K in an effort to poison t e d· o-hter 1 s mind a ~"ains t the Jew , .urc . 

rlut he oesn ' t succeed . irium, Erica's sister, alone bac<s her u . ohe h~s 

met .u .. rc . ij1a.rc tries to explain to her wh.v he should not marry .c.rica. 

"Your 're 4uite right , said arc , I don't 1mow enou-rh about t•rica , but s. e d)esn 't 

1mow enough ab,ut at she would hc:1.ve to, eal wit:i either . It's not just marrying 

into a set of social restrictions -- li<e not bein > ab1e to go to so e beuch to 

swim or to some hotel int e Laurentians to s i , unle · she ~oes ithout me and 

carefully explains that al t hough her name L., li.eis er, she her 9:if isn I t J e ,isl . I t 

isn't even .mo.- in0 t ha there are certain thin?s I can I t do , liKe going to t he ench or 

t e bo"'-rd of directors of a. bank or something. The big restrictions ·.:ren ' t so 

import·nt , thee ~ren 't n a ful lot of them, and t ey 're not lhat ·ets you don . hat 

oes get you down, ?articularly .en it's not ou but someone you're fond of, are 

t e intangibles the negatives , t he endless little roblems in h n relationshi s 

hich you never t .ink of until you come up against them and hich re so sm·ll tat 

you h· rdl notice them until t ey start to ile u ·n eventually ·mount o a 

sta gering otal. 11 
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"Don I t be so vau~e , 11 said ~1iriam . 

"All ri ht , then . Erica was born on top . 'he's been on top all ner life . She's 

part of a comolicc:1ted social sJstem wh'.re she has a place, _res e can go any·here 

and do anythin.:r on a basis of complete e 1uali ty with nyon1..; , and it's sim l.r up to 

her . If she marries me, she'll lo3e c:1.ll t ~t overni6ht . 1h re t re 1:· s certainty, 

there'll be doubt -- nothi~g definite , just doubt . She 1 1 lose so e of her friends 

who sim ly ·on I t take to the idea of al 1,ays havin0 to invite a Jew u.long i th .... ricct. ; 

ohe'll _ee) others . ~aybe she'll ceep most of tne othe s , but ,he'll neve again 

be sure . bhe 1 11 never be sure of anyone th fi "'St time she 1neets . She wo 1 1 t even be 

sure of peo~le she's known all her life until she ' s hc..d a cha.nee ore-examine evp,ry 

last one of tnem and find out wnere they stand . he I s never before had to icx ner frien 

on t e basis of 11nether tl-iey liked J e 'IS or not , driam . 11 

11 And v;hat about you?" as_ ed .iriam. 11 'lould ou be ·,illin~ t o go t ough life 

wc:..iting for the v rdict of one person • fter • 1other? 11 

11 I have to anyhow· , 11 he said yuietly . 

wiriam tells him to , not to be so f c1talistic i 0 ries to build u
4 

oourc:..ge , as it ,, e e , in him . 

Yet,, ith all these oubts in !Hare's mind , he is in love :ith ..'.irica . And u en 

he learns that he is to leave soon fo c~mp, prior to embar a ion , he asks Erica 

to go away with him for a ween end in uodern novels it seems to be fc1. ion.able 

to have a _re-nuptial week-end be~ore bein- married . 

'o they go awa _or a weec end . But even there something cones betveen them. 

Beinu together, he nevertneless s eems to be alone . Erica tries t o ersu' e him : 

"I am- not afraid of otner ~eo le , notning they sa or do can get inside 11e whe e it 

re· lly hurts . I'm only raid of be · ng shut out. Please start be a suming that 

I can understand ." 

Eric, 1 s o~tility dee ens . Th mot. er relents some at . Then arc ets 

hiv final leave beforee b r • tion . e ~sks ~rica to send a e, d·:s ~ith him 
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in the L&urenti ns . er father - urs of it und ~sks her not to . He ·n sher 

to st y homJ und behave like y decent girl ho Vb.lu~s her self rs ect . He 

thra tens her . . e ::ill even consent now , if she ill only. not O' Q out ·· th him 

to having 1~.arc cot:ie to the home . 

Erica turns · gainst her father and denounces n uor ids him . 11 ne is 

le v; n a- mi never coining back a
0
ain . 11 

During t .e t ee duys in t.e aurentians .iarc re liz...,s :vha.t a mess he has 

le ~ric into . He ht..s taken her awaJ from her family . Te sen a re 

time debuting· 11 th ...,se Jroblems ove~ ·nd over ag in . 

e 1 of 

II 1 Y O fatner a.nts ' said In~ re i~ t get rid of me . It 

ih~t y f ther ants is unconditional surren e r to a set o~ prejudices und ,... 

a bunch of fil tn conventions nich are ho~elessly out of • te i" 

"They ' re not out of dt..te , .t;ric . Then.om nt ou'l 1 rried me , you ' d fin t 

out . Tne Jrejudices are still 

/ 

~re , , or kine- overtime as • res 1 t of ·ar condit on , 11 

he u.Jded a lit le ironici::.lly . 

11 ot .a:ith us ." 

11 Us?ff e repeat ed . 11 You , • n )eople of our gener tion? Do· ' t be sill . I live 

an eat' d sleep with people of our generation; 1 h· ~pen to be e onl: Je ish 

fficer in 11ur a.·ti culur outfit at t e moment , • d although most of my brother 

office s are thoroug ly decent ...tild do t. eir damnedest t o m~ <e e feel as hough I 

belong , t ey nave to make fill effor t , nd mo t : e h·ve to m~<e it , ~nd I tnink i 's 

pr oh.-1.bly just as diffi cult for t em to et used t t 1e idea of lwc1ys ..... vin a Je ~ in 

the room s it as for t 1 ir fathers in tne l·· st r. Even .en eo le don ' t isli~e you , 

even . en t e r ly li~-<e ou , you s ti 11 ma e t. em feel slightl r self- consc • ous , don ' t 

know hy . 11aybe it ' s just bee use t ey ' ve been brouaht u to r eg""r d Je:rn • s ' diffe ent . r 

"Except for a ver r fe' peo 1 ," .e continued , "so fe 'l t e h· rdl r count , th t 

self- consciousnes s so f·r s 1 1 concerned ould be & out t.e best yo could l ope 

for. •hc1t you could act ·lly ex ect 'Sq, osed to just ho in , is usually som t ina 

• lot orse . 11 
w ou've got to see it , ric, 11 he s· id . 
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"Yes , " said r.;ric . " ell , go on . e mi ht just a . ., well get it over wi th ." 

"It's rot your father 1::..nd your friends , it's r,ot even .juc,t us anci hat ·;e .n 

if .e t- re ~rrlcd , it would be our c1ildren -- your children 

tot· e it . First you ' d suf er trough, e ·nd t.en ou'd t~rt ~ettin6 i 

. ·ho ' d .wve 

rough 

them , only ih t,;4. t en e to .,ou throu.;h t' em vould hit you <;..r arder bec ·luse l'm groi.-m 

u • nd more or le. s used t o it , a.nd an ho-: you d idn I t bring .. e into the orld, your I re 

not res )onsible for e . but to h ve to .,_.<.;,,. ten ou c; il-:.. ren o • ouga sc ool • ged 

us ' .Jews ' as outsi ers -- t : at's not so ec,..sy ." 

"The outloo%, m T &.rlin :., , is not ver . ,,riGht , " he continued , and ju t 

be dra.g ed .. nto it wnen you don ' t aa.ve to be , .i can • t uite s e . 11 

. yo should 

,I 

Can I t )'ou? I should think it would be fairl obvious . 11 e ore e could s· y 

anyt in~ she asked , "Isn ' t it e~ sier for children .. ho are h' lt - Je !is ?" 

11 .Jo , nost entiles re0 • rd l .... lf-Je:1s as J e\ s - loo-: at t e re UO'ees 

. articularly if t_ e f.:..ther I s e .. ish , re a rdl1;;-.1S of '1ett er t .1ey' ve been br u h u as 

Christians or not , ~nd if t ,eJ a.Ve , th n tr e J e 'S . n I t acce.Jt them , so t .he,r end up 

b not re· l belonging <.;,,.nyw E-re . 11 

".~ould yo w,. 1t our chilriren to be brou ht U ' as Jews?" 

"Yes , of cour e . 11 

11 
y?" asi<ed .urica in am zer ent . 

11 , •• y?. 11 e , epe .ted , loo1K1· n
0
,.,.. ur,1ri· sed . 11 11 ell ·• ''art rom t e f ct t ' " t I ' m ~ - µ t' {I J ,..., t' • '-'- u. 

Jewish , sim·)ly becc. use it ' '"' ea.Sier for t11em in t '1e lon, n . t ' much e · sier to 

7ro,i up knm i n5 your ' re Jewish from tie time our ' r e ol enough to knm • nything 

than to D=ve it suddenly thrown in your ace en you ' re t'lent or t •,enty- five . That 

H.1.S 111hat t1ened to God kno s ho\' any µeo. le in i tria ~nd uerm~n o ' d one 

t ough life un er the • m re ~sion th t t. ey i.•ere Liu t olics or t'rote tants who ' d been 

similated , 11 r1e said der'sivelr , I on er w'l O i nvented hut \h>rd . 11 

" I don ' t see ~ t Ger ~.an t..nd .nus r ia veto do vith • ut 't'" ly the • " a.z1.s .•• 

11 Do you mean to a ou I ve never heard a g Jod v'""na,ii n uentile ~ -.t about some 
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refugee or other , ' yes , know he's su oosed to be a good Catholic but ne'ci rally 

Jev-iish ••• ' 11 

11 8he could not · en,1 it; she had l ad heard lenty of good 0anadian uentiles say 

that , sometimes even ab0ut refugees Nho were r&.cially or 1vhatever you could cal.lit , 

even le3s than ha.lf Jewish ." 

11 Erica opened her mouth to s&.. something else , an1 t~en thou>sht better of it . 

uhe knew now that unless t_--i er e were a miracle , she would never mu.rr.1 fo.arc , bu sometimes 

miracles happened and th ... re ·ms still one day left . " 

"No , 11 s&.id 1!..rica . The i d ea t a.t if they W3 e married t heir chil ." r en would be 

brou::,ht up as Jews nc1d come as a shock, t he \';orst shock 11arc 1 d given her so far , 

she realized . At tne mo ent · t did not seem to her t o maKe much sense , ond it w&.s 

certainly going to take some getting used to , but t o argue about it now struck her 

asjust about c1s futile aS stop~ing a film in tne lliddle and 'Jroceeding o L uarrel over 

whE.. t took place in the Ja.rt neither of t :1.ern had yet seen . uhe Sa.id suddenly a moment 

later , 11 These c•,i)..dren of ours would be brou ht up as both anyhow . 11 

"Bec:..~use , durling , 11 sh-a Sa.id o&.tiently , "wnet her we like it or not , ,, e I re both . " 

"Oh,"said ~arc . "I gue3S t: c1t stops me ." 

Tha t answer oul stop anyone becu.use rea.ll;. thc:1. t is no &.nswer c.t all . 

1£rica continu .;s to urge 1 •• arc to climb out of his groove . "The ~eopL, ".ho Jlay 

safe don I t i..;hange &.nything . 11 She kno.vs very Nell th.:....t she cannot chunge .. :arc . 

Then the miracle she has been 'laiting for happens . "Her brother ilnthony is 

reported ·mi sing in c::1.ctbn . Thc.... t seems to have a tre;::.endous ef1.ect on her- fa her . 

About that l will spe~K in a 1oment . 

The second hb.lf of nis le.__ve . arc s ends with his p .... rents in lr1anchester , 

ntario . He arrives on .1om ippur . T e aut~10r is evidently familiar ~ •i th 

Jewish worship . bhe ~aints a verJ fine and ensitive picture of tne services 

attended by 1arc • nd his u ·ents . ,iarc listens tv t e i t argy . le is ni . .1s elf 

d eply moved . e has· s f ense o the continuity of Je·dsh h "story - is .,r .... ndeur . 
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But for his own personal problem he cannot find the answer. He speaks to his 

p·irents about Erica and about his love for her. This what his father says to him: 

• "Yom-e not thinking of marrying her, are you?" 

"I don't know." 

"There was a pause and then his father said, "That's the second time, isn't it,u 

"What do you mean?" (Mark sort of had a weakness for non-Jewish girls.) 

"That other girl - the one you knew in college - she wasn't Jewish either." 

He knocked his pipe against the heavy brass ash-tray standing beside his chair and 

asked, "What's her family like?" 

"They're - well, they're the Drankes, that's all. They're pretty well-known." 

"What do they think of you?" 

"He had known that he was going to be asked that question, he had known it ever 

since he had realized that he was going to have to talk to his m·other and father about 

Erica. He said, "I've never met them." 

"You .. " his father began incredulously, and stopped." 

"His mother p glanced at him quickly and said nothing at all." 

"He waited for a moment and then burst out, "I wish you could maet her! You'd both 

like her, I know you would. She's so straight. She even knows how to think straight. 

She knows exactly what matters .•. " 

"Does she?" asked his father." 

"His mother said quietly, "Then she must know that her family matters, Uarc.u 

"You aren't going to do her any good by marrying her, "said his father. 

"But she feels just the same about me •. • 

"Maybe she does now." 

"His father's rather heavy face was out of range of the light from the lamp 
, 

on the table behind the sofa, but even in the dimness and from the fireplace some 

distance away, Ila.re could see his expression. His father was not going to change his 

mind. Nothing w(?Uld make him change his mind. He said, "It won't work." 

•Why can't we make it work?" 
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"Because you're too different, and because other people won't let you." 

"Her face changed and shes id unhappily, "I don't know, Kare." 

"Then his father's voice cut across the room saying grimly, "We wouldn't behave like 

the Drakes, if that's what you mean1" 

"He glanced at his wife and sank heavily back into his chair again muttering,"All 

right, Maria, all right,• and then said in a :bi different tone, "You're a Jew, Marc . 

• You ought to know we can't afford to lose anyone we don t have to lose. There 

aren't so many of us now as there were before Hitler and his friends got going on us." 

"I'm not going to stop being a Jew.• 

"You wouldn't be able to hep it. You'd be neither one thing nor the other, and that 

goes for your wife and children too, particularly your children. You's Just be •• " he 

spread out his hands and said, " .• nothing. It's like mixing oil and water. You can't 

do it, it doesn't work." 

"He paused again, looking up at Marc, and then with his voice still pitched low but 

speaking with profound conviction, as though this were a summing up of his sixty-five 

years of living experience, he went on, "You think you could compromise and somehow 

you'd m~nage, but sooner or later you'd find out that you can go just so far and no 

farther. You'd get sick of compromising, and so would she, and some day you'd wake up and 

reali~e that it wasN't a question of compromising on little things any more, but or 

compromising yourself. And you couldn't do it, neither of you could do it. Nobody 

can do it. You've got to be yourself, otherwise you're better off dead." He said with a 

su:lden unde current of violence, "For God'ssake, Marc, you're a Jew. You ought to know 

thatt" 

"The violence died away ag~in and he said, "'t isn't just a question or conventions; 

it's five thousand years which have made you and her hopelessly different. You don't 

know how different you are yet.• 

"I've had a pretty good chance to find out, since I left home sixteen years agot• 

"Find out," he repeated. "You haven't even begun to find out. Getting yourself' 

kicked out of a hotel is the worst thing that's ever happened to you! You've had a 



-11-

pretty easy time of it, don't fool yourself. It would probably be better for you if 

you hadn't. You don't yet know how Jewish you are, otherwise you wouldn't be talking 

about marrying a Gentile; you'd realize that no matter how much you have in common, 

it doesn't make up for that one fundamental difference between you. Nothing can make 

up for that. What counts in the long run isn't whether or not you and your wife like 

the same books or like to do the same tb1.nis - it's whether or not, down underneElth, 

you're the same kind of person. Whether you have the same attitude toward things, 

the same outlook on life - the same background, and heredity arxl the same traditions." 

"He paused again and then finished it. He said, "And if' there's one thing 

that's dead certain, it is that no Jew and no Gentile that ever lived have the same 

outlook on life.•• 

The mother less stern and more concerned with the happiness of her child said 

to Marc: •1"Marc, I _want you to be happyt I don't care about anything else." 

"I know you don't Mother." 

"I wish I could see that girl of yours. You're thirty-three and you've never 

really been in love with anyone else. I'm sure she mu.st be fine too, because you · 

• wouldn t be in love with her if• she wasn't. And_ though everything your father said 

tonight was true, there's no getting around iik it, still I kept thinking all the time 

he was talking that she should have been there to speak for herself." 

"You're the first person who's thought that. I don't know whether even I have, 

really •• •" 

"He stopped and she said, letting out her breath in a long sight, "Of course 

she doesn't know what it's like." In a differ ent tone she added after a pause, "And 

you don't real.4, either." 

"Yes, I do." 

•No." 

She was stil1 sitting in the same position but her hands were clasped tight]¥ 

together now, and her whole body had stiffened. She said, "You don't know what bappeas 



to people when they live togdher year after year. They get angry sometimes, arxi they 

say things that they couldn't have imagined themselves saying before they were married, 

and that they wouldn't dream of saying to anyone else. That's what I'm afraid of, 

and I simply couldn't bear to have it happen to you." 

"Wh~t are you afraid at?" he askeci after waiting for her to go on. 

"She had begun to rock in a slight back and forth movement. He never forgot the 

say she look d or the tone of her voice as she said despairingly, "I'm afraid that 

sometime when she was very angry, she would round on you and blame you for being a Jew."• 

There is the problem and th~t brings us up to within fifteen or twenty pages of 

the end of the book. She could not stop there. There must be a solution and there 

must be a happy solution. And so the solution is found be introducing Marc's brother, 

David, who also comes to Manchester for his holidays. David talks to Marc and makes 

he understand that he is walking out on Erica and to make an exit would be no solution. 

Furthermore Erica should be permitted to make her own decision. But Marc is really 

to blame for much of her wwww• unhappiness. Marc has led Erica down, while she was 

fighting her folks. "If you and Erica are really in love with each other: said David, 

"then all you have to do is figure out what matters most to you - whether you'd rather 

be out of line with ~rica, or stay in line without her." 

March has been allowing other people to make decisions for him. He had also seen 

Erica when he was in Montreal. She was ill and seemed to have cracked up. David had 

seen her father and the opposition of Marc seems to have co11apsed the day after he 

had heard that hls · own son was missing. David got along rather well with him and 

rather llkai him. The last thin& the father had said was that he hoped he would have 

a chance to meet Mark in Montreal on the way to his point of embarkation. 

Marc le ams that he has ' been granted an extra weeks leave . He telephones 
• 

Erica and asks her to marry him. He begs David to talk to his folks and to try and 

persuade tl:lem. Af er he finishes his telephone conversation he finds his mother 

and rather standing there. He looks from one to the other and finally the words came 
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out, wrung from his heart: "Please give us a break." 

His father was the firs to answer. He said: "Don't worry, Marc, we'll give 

you a break." 

So Marc returns to Montreal and to Erica. Presumably they marry and so the 

book ends. 

Perhaps a word or two ought to be said at this time about the attitude of Jdaism 
law 

on intermarriage. Jewish/is op~osed to intermarriage between Jew and non-Jew, between 

a Jew and an unconverted non-Jew. This op) osition has nothing to do with race or with 

any concept of race superiority or race purity. The original prohibition against 

the seven nations of Canaac clearly states the reason. It was based on hatred of 

idolatry and the fear that Jews were marrying the heathen and would be led into 

idolatrous practices. •Thou shalt not marry them. Thou sllalt not have her take away 

the heart of thy son and worship strange gods not shalt thou give thy daughar to his 

son." .. An:i the later extension of prohibition of Ezra and Nehemia to include all the 

nations of the land were similarly motivated. The Jewish people waged for over a 

thousand years a war against paganism ~nd immorality, llscentiousness, against the 

low standard of morals of all the people about them. Their refusal to marry them had 

absolutely nothing to do with any false concept of race superiority. 

Bon-Jews today, Christians Moslems were never regarded by. Jewish law as idelators 

or heathen. Thus marriage with a non-Jew who is converted to Juiaism is considered a 

valid Jewish marriage in every respect. It bas the same status as any other Jewish 

marriage. 

Jewish law does not sanction marriage between Jews and unconverted non-Jews, as 

contra~y to Jewish tradition, as endangering the survival or the Jewish people und 

thus of Judaism itself. It is not a sacred marriage accord.ing to Jewish law. 

However, the children or such a marriaee, contracted according to civil law and 

not Jewish law are regarded as legitimate from the point ot view of J\rlaism. Their 

marriage is regarded as valid, even though it lacks the consecration of the Jewish 

religion. The children may marry into the Jewish fold, if' the mother 1s a Jewess; and 

f 
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when the mother is not a Jewish, the child may upon conversion marry any Jew. The 

child following ihe status of the JDOther at all times. The objection of Judaism 

to intermarriage where there is no conversion is due to a desire simply for the people 

and its faith to survive, because of the people being a minority. Should it sanction 

intermarria1e between Jews and unco11Verted non-Jews it would be equivalent to race 

ruicide, for if the children of such a marriage are aot raised as Jews - Jews and 

Judaism would diminish. 

There is no solution for anti-Semitism in inter-marriage between Jew and non-Jew. 

Such marriages do not necessarily make for better understaniing between Jews and non­

Jews. In a country in Europe where incident of internarriage was perhaps the greatest 

in Germany - at the beginning of the 20th century 9 percent of Jewish men and 7-½ 

percent of its Jewish women married out of their faith. By 1955 it was raised to 55 

percent for the men and 18 percent for the women - and yet that did not in any way 

lessen anti-Semitism or create better understand between the Jewish group in Germany 

and the non--J ewish group. It ended with the expulsion of all the Jews from Germany. 

l■tt ■ Neither inter-marriage nor conversion nor as~imilation are in a:,. any 

way to be looked upon as the solution as a proper solution of the problem of good 

relationship between Jew and non-Jew. These things have absolutely nothing with the 

solution of the problem or race relationship. It is only the forthright recognition 

of the differences, and the forthright respect of these differences and the reco~tion 

of the principles of e~uallty of people and groups in spite of their differences -

it is only that which can become the permanent and full basis for a right relationship 

between people. 

The Jew cannot escape into freedom through the door of inter-1M1rriage and 

assimilation. He tried that over and over again. The Jew can achieve freedom as a 

Jew along with all other people and minorities by fighting for it and not on the 

basis of seeking to obliterate his identity or his self'. 

The problem of inter-marriage ought not to be confused with the problem of 

tolerance, good relationship between people. It should be looked upon exclusive}¥ froa 
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two points of view the Jewish people and its historic religion - there can 

be no intermarriage between Jew and unconverted non-Jew as it would under-write 

its destruction. No people and no religion can be expected to do that. 

From the point of view of the individual the problem of intermarriage is 

a problem fraught with considerable difficulties and is clearly illustrated in 

this interesting novel and the individuals O\liht b take these difficulties into 

consideration very seriously. Marriage ~s always a -matter of adjustment, sometimes 
due 

a serious problem of adjustment between two people/to family issues, to different . ~ 

background, differences in up-bringing. There are many serious problems of 

adjustment in any marriage. The additional problem such as is illustrated in this 

book, the problem based d. on racial backgrounds makes the problem so much more 

difficult. Our young people ought to take these matters into consideration. 

When all is said and done that is practically all you can say about this problem. 

It is good to know, however that non-Jewish m-iters like Miss Graham can 

handle this rather delicate subject with such tact, such insight and such splendid 

good will. 
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