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THE BOOK OF THE G AT OUBTS 

Secon of a seri s of three lecture. 

~ 
Dr . . bb Hillel Silver 

At 
The Te le 

On 
Sunda mornin , &rch 11, 1945 



Last ee Is oke of the Book of the Gre t Ordeal -- Jo, a an o f aith and of 

great cour~ge, iet, who as sud enl over he ed br disast r, cal&mit and plun ed 

into s iritul confusion, des ir so th the roceed o uestion the lmi ht 's overn

men ~f His orld. Job as es eciall •) oused b his fri nds' im ut tion of sin to 

him because of his sufferin. Job deni s the validit of their moral code, passes 

bro h the dee w ters, fin~ll emer es v·ndic t d ithin hi oul trium h nt in his 

f ith, uns aken in his belief in the all ise, all good God, resigned to his own 

personal tra ed and suffering. 

There is another ver ~ cha lenging book in the Bible, t.hat known as the s cred 

writings, the Book of the Great Doubts, see ticism. oheleth, Ecclesi~stes, this is ~ 

book of a worldl ise man, a philoso her, a tacher in Israel, am n of culture and 

refinement who had tr veled much, seen much, ex erienced much, sam e ever-rt ing. 

Fina 1 in his old a~e, during the t ilight ho s f his ii"e he 3ou~ht t o striKe a 

balance o his ife, and of all human life, he a s u. e 1 ses nd minu es and 

comest ~ t e conclustion: "Vanit o vanities -- ever hing is vanity." 

That is ardly an orthodox book to be incl ed in the Sac~e Scri~t es. In 

ct t ere 1rs, accordin to the record of the Rabbis, a oubt as to whether it should 

be incl ed in the Bible. But it as included for the reaso ~hich I in icuted 1st 

eek. The Bible as to re reset the total life of man , his moods of doubt, see icism, 

c icism, ,opelessness and defeatism whi h re resent an import nt se ent of ~an's 

spirit 1 lie and 1hich cannot be ignored. They ere not afrai of rec Jr ing the 

uestioning of the um s irit, and thirdl·, The Bible is more n a collect on of 

religious texts. It is the national literature of the Jewish . eo e . As such 

it repres nts all types of liter- ture, all them nifestations of the ind an s irit 

of man. 

o oheleth is not the name of the author oft e Book of Ecclesiastes. Koheleth 

is as onJIID, derived rom t e ord "congre ·tion," "communit ." The Gr k ord, 

"Ecclesiastes," means "man of the book," somet es ca d n re ch r." Altho h t"'1.s 
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boo is hardly a preac ing kind of a book tough lives v~nities, disil usionments 

should be an inte ra rt of all preaching in order to remind man of ire's vanities, 

in order to remind m n of the limitations of life and the transcience of all things. 

This has a sobering and uieting e feet on the min1s of men . 

The author adopts the not uncommon literary _ evice of rei'.)resenting .. imself 

as a son of David, King in J erusalem - Solo~on, famous or his wisdom an we hand 

ower. Comin~ from such a source, then the conclusions of such a man touching the 

vanity of all wisdom, power and wealth will take on a itional weiJht and si nificance. 

Tis i tle m st r~iece o~ t elve bLt ters en a i 7as "t e o c armin~ ook ~ritten 

b a J e . " It as "'Jr ::/ abl itten in th or ourt. ce tr 

.Tt1 ea at tat t· e was not ._)as n~ t11rou~h a great heroic ._Jerio. It as at t t time 

a rovince of the Greek Em ire. The as of Israel's nation& d. lonQ since 

vanishe not tor turn until the as o the ace e • 

the ge o s iri ur .1ro ts. It was not an a~e rat inner n tion 1 tru e nor 

of trage • So the individ a ivin~ at hc.1.t time i nots are in an strong n tion 

~ling , nor in an eroic faith. That aae as ver much lik th tim 0 

an t, ce turies in r~ n~e en t e eca~ int e r n6 sens Jf ci izens ip the 

au onom o the ate set in a the is iplines o cu tom, an l a·s re re ace an 

t e indivi ua in his insecurit t e to criticism an , uestioning. Schools of 

e ics an septics '1ich no on~er reflected the ure Greek ~ra·dition ~rose an mo e 

th n ohelet represented ure ebrQic tradition. 

Amon the u er cases , especiall in ales in, inti thi anc ourth centnr 

• • •, a Ollo t e cla-ses ,. ich o ea il 
n t 

fe 1 re to the w rndis . nts of Greek 

eri heral culture --/Gr ..,ek hiloso h T an he aut entic , u t es ev zitine Gree 

e - t ... - J e, · i s mi e classes wer captiv ted b t e surf· ce 0 li ter this 

cu ture. Thct attit de seriou 1 under ine the civi i ~ation of ea s 

re. re rat revol ion 'ich took lace actu~ll 0 S V Jwa· m ... ro xt net on. 

mo 0 t s u er c s es , tl i ec ent mo o c icism r1 reflecte ohe e • 
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I know that there is no other good in life but to be ha • , ile one 

lives. Indeed, ever mun who eats, drinks and enjoys ha ines s in his 'Ork 

hat is the 0 ift of God. 

Here is what I huv discovered' It is meet and )ro er for a man toe t, 

drink ~nd enjo himself in return for the toil he under oes under the sun in the 
, 

scant 'ears God has iven him, for that is man's ortion, nd not long ·11 he 

remember the da s of his life. Indeed , every an to whom G has given we ... lth 

and o session and ·ranted the o er to enjo them, takin his share und re'oicing 

in his l c-.bor 

n s heart. 

that is a ift o God, for it is God ;: o rovides the jo"'I in a 

Therefore I raise j o , for there is no other ood for man under the sun 

but to eat, drink and be joyful and have th' acco pan him in his toil, during 

the da s of his life , which Go has iven him beneath the sun. 

He who is at t ached to the livin still has hoe, for a live dog is better 

than a dead llont The iving know at least that tte will die, but the ead 

know nothin, nor have the n reward, for their memor~, is forgotten. Their 

loves, their hates, their jealousies, all have erished -- never a ain ill the 

have a share in all that is done under the sun. 

Go, then, eat our bread ith jo, 
And drink your wine with a glad heart, 
For God has re·d aporoved our actions. 
1t a times l et our clothes e hite, 
And oil on our he d not be lacing. 
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Enj o li e with the woman v1hom ou love, 
Through all the vain da s of our ife, 
ihic God has given ofi under the sun, 
Throu bout your brief a~s, 
For that is ·our ife's reward 
For our toil under the sun. 

Vhateve ouaa e able to do, do wit all our mi ht , ~o there is reit r 

action nor thou0 ht nor owled e nor Tisdom in the rave to:ard vhich ou are 

moving. 

Not onl - was oheleth a sa e himself, but he al o au0 ht the eo le knowled e, 

ei hin and searching and fashioning man roverbs. Koheleth tried to find 

s ttract-·.ve ,·ords -nd honest to set down the truth. 

e words of the wise are like oads, an ike vell-fastened nails 
. 

are the collected sa in s, coming from one Sou.re • 

_g:;tr~ m son, be .arned: of makin.o 
U> ID n1 books there is no end, 

and much stud wear~ ePe's 

Im sum, having heard everything, fear God and 

that is man 's hole dut. For God will brin eve 

everythi~ hidden, whether it be good or evil. 

kee His commandmen s, for 

deed to jud ment , even 
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