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love poems.· It was a profound allegory. The bride ap8ken of in the Song or Sons 

was actually the pao:")le of Israel and God himself, the groom. The son0 s ot love which 

appear on the surface as the love of man is really the spiritu-1 love of God for the 

people ot Israel. This, b the way, is not an uncou on simile of the Bible. The 

great prophet, Hosea, the prophet of love is ~uoted in the Bible as having :God say 

unto Israel: "l will betroth you to myself forever. I will betroth you to myself in 

righteousness, in justice in mercy. n The great Akiba, the great teacher ~r the Talmud 

in the seconi century before the CoI:llllon Era is uoted as having said: "The untire 

age from the beginning_ until now is not ~orth as much as the d y uhen the Song of Songs 

was given to Israel. And if all the books or the ~ible are holy, the Song ot Songs 

is the Holiest of Holiest." The great mystics sang and read it with the most mystical 

connotations. 

The Song of Songs was read by our forefathers throughout the ages every Friday 

evening, and like all the other little scrolls (there are five in the Bible) on the 

various holidays during the year. The Song of Son a is read in thesynb.gogue on 

Passover, probably bec~use the motif of the Song ot Songs is Spring. 

"For lo, t~ewinter is past 
"The rain is ovar and gone; 
"The flowers p~e~r on the earthj 
•The time or sin ~·ing is coc.e • " 

This is the spirit of Passover. 

I have called this Song of Songs the "Book ot the Great Love.• Actually 

the entire Bible may be called that. We do not customarily thing of the Bible in 

terms ot a gre t literature of love. And yet, as we come to reflect on it, every 

quality and manifeste.-4;.ion oj' love, every experien..:e o~ love, diviJ1e, hw:ian, pure 

or ~epraved, Bve17 problem which love brin~s to the heart of c~n or woman ia portrayed 

in the Bible. The Rabbis knew that. 

One ol the great rabbis declared that the Tor h, the Five books ot Moses, 

begina with an act ot love - cre~tion ot the orld und closes with an act ot loves 



God, himselt, lovingly puts his beloved Mo~es to rest in his numeless grave." 

There is the great love, tor example of a father for his son, the love ot 

Abraham tor Isaac, the child of his old age, the struggle of that love which was 

transcended by a .greater love -- the love or a~ for God, the triumph or th~t 

love which tinally makes Abraham take his son, his only son whom he love to llt. Moriah 

to offer him as a sacrifice. 

There is the tender love or a faith and constancy, the love of Jacob to:· the 

beautitul Rachel which muk,,s Jacob toil for seven long years to win the right to wed 

Rachel h1a beloved. When Jacob is deceived and deJrived of the ri ht to wed Rachel, he 
seven 

toils another/years for that love. 

Thera is, fore ample, the doting love or a fond parent for his r~vorite 

child - the love of Jacob for Joseph and the jealousy which such~ love aroused 

and the tragedies which it ent~iled. 

There is the ternal mother iove - t · e love ot a mother who knows her child 

must die. But she loves her son -and she hides him for three months, procures an ark 

or papyrus reeds.and daubing it with -nd pitch, puts t1e child in it ~nd places 

it among the reed~ on the bank of the Nile. A~d the child's sister is put some distance 

away to see what would haJJen to him. 

There is the destroying a.nd betraying love, sheer lust, and the wild desire 

~rxi treachery - the love or Samson and Delilah, an impure love which leaves Samson 

a broken and betrayed man, eyeless. 

There is the love of beautiful friendship, the love ot a ,)rince and a shepherd 

boy, the love ot Jonathan and David whose vow ot eternal friendsr ip lives beyond the 

grav1. 

There is the love 'thich darkens he hearts or u:s men and d~stroys their sense 

or justice and leads them to sin and infamous deeds, event:) murder - the love ot 

King David tor Bath Sheba and the slaying of her husband Uriah the Hittite. 

There 18 t e unrequited love of a child tor parent, of Absolom and his rather, 

v~ 1"1:J. .lbsalo.:z conspires ...nd revolts a ._;ainat hia rather r.d :. r. .. ;nd !. t!..:1~1:l 
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forced into battle because of the arms raised against him, David pleads with his 

generali •Deal gently for my sake 'llith the youn~ man, 1th Absalom. 11 During the 

battle in the forest or Ephraim, Absalom fled on his mule a .d w 3 cau6ht 1n the 

branches ot an Oak tree. Joab sl· s him. And :;hen he come~ to report victory 1n 

battlo, David asks: 11Is it \"tell with the youn..,; ll . '11 Absalom?" '1hen finally told 

that Absalom is dead, the king goes up to the attic and weeps and ~she weeps, he says 

"i-.{y son Absnlom, my son, my son ' bsalom. 0 th .... t I, even ho.d died instead of Jou. 

Absalom, my son, my son." 

There is also the love of country, t ~e love of a people for their land, the 

love ot Iarael for Jerusalem. •seek ye the peuce of Jerusalem. t!ay all those who 

love thea prosper." If I forget thee, 0 J&rusulem, ay my right band forget her 

cunning. 

Ard above all there is the love of country £or man and e love of rAn for country 

and the love or man for his fellow men. The Bible s.,J aks of t he S?iri~,.ual love ot 

God for man. God loved man th~rerore he created him 1n His image. "It was with an 

etern~ love that God lov .C1d man. And m::.n respondsi n s a deer lon~s for the water-

courses so my whole being longs for Thee, 0 God. hly whole being thirsts tor God, for 

the 11 ving God. n Thou sho.l t love thy God \7i th all thy heart and ;,i th all thy 

soul and with all thy might. And the love of can for his f ello•,, men - that is the 

highest rule of the Bix Bible, declared the Rabbis: "Love thy neighbor as tbysel! -

not only thy neighbor, not only thy children, love thou also the str .... nger, 

Yes, the Bible is replete with the thama of love. It is its re n nt, domant 

theme. In the Book or Proverbs and elsow re th~ra is more sound dvice or a practical 

naturG to be found on the subject or love. Thus we read in the Book of Proverbs& 

"Better a ··1sh ot herbs, where love is 
•Thr...n a ratted ox, and hatred with it.• 

Hatred stirs up strife but love draws a veil over all transgression, Love overlooks, 

love torgives. 

· The Song ot Songs is a co ·lection of love songs, possibly a collection of poems 
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