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The Bible, friends, is aver busy and colorful thorofare crowded with a11 kinds 

and sorts of people, men and women and children, young and old, princes and paupers, 

sages and fools, heroes and cowards, sinners and saints, men and women of great nobility 

men and women of great depravity. The whole panorama of life is there. Nearly all of 

these folks step out of the pages of the Bible in spite of t.~eir ancient garb or s peech -

we discoTer that the are not unlike the men and women 1hom e s ae about us in our 

own world on the busy road • hich we are traveling. e reco nize them as f amiliar 

people. And as we look deeply into their hearts and minds, we discover that their 

aarts and emotions are not very different from our own, the same desires, the same 

passions, the same ambitions, the same hopes, the same frustrations. In a l arger sense 

they are our kith and kin, our own contemporaries. The belong to our world ins ite 

of the fulf of centuries which se arates them from us. 

This is true of the women of the Bible uite as much as of the men in spite of the 

fact that the status of the women in ancient Israel was very different from what it is 

today. The free mingli~ of men and women, their easy association were unknown in 

the ancient world. The freedom which oman enjoys today in the lestarn world is generally 

a very recent ac uirement. Nevertheless it would be a mistake to imagine that the 

women of the Bible, the women of ancient Israel were all the seijuestered isol ted harem 

type, secluded from the world and all concern iith it was ure1 domestic. I say it 

would be a mis take to assume that. 
of 

We find among womenTthe Bible women ju:iges, prophets, teachers, ueens, rulers of 

nations. Quite naturally the rincipal domain of women in ancient Israel was the home. 

But here it is noteworthy that the chief attribute of ancient women, the princip~l 

quality we find in almost everyone of them is the quality of competence, capability, 

a sort or authoritativeness, actual if not formal, po~3essed of a strong endowment 

of will, and above all, dignity. The Bible speaks ap roTingly of the ancient woman 

of strength, the woman of valor. That is the hi~hest tribute paid in the Bible to 

women, the woman of strength, c:£ efficiency. Not clinging vines, by any meanst No 
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languishing beauties amon~ them, no helpless damsels waiting for some chivalrous 

knights t o rescue themt No neurotics among them! They ~ere com etent, pur oseful 

enterprising women. 

Not all of them were good or virtuous b any means. The Bible is not an all 

saints book. That is why it is such a great human document. It is an album of life. 

Turn to your own family albums. It is not always a book of gooo. men and women. Some­

times we don't like to turn the pages of the album and show it to friends. Because 

an album is an amazing assortment of all types of human beings th tis what the 

Bible is - and even the good women are not without an inescapble admix e of human 

frailties. 

It is characteristic of the genius c£ the Bible that it never paints a human heing 

as a superman, from Moses down no one is represented as a perfect human for none is erfect 

but God. And the eakness of human beings are sometimes pointed to as background for 

revelation for their strength, how they mastered th ir weaknesses and how they rise 

above their shortcomings, and how eople pass through fear and failure and frustration 

to redem tion and salvation and purification. 

Take, for example, the matri~rchs of the Bible, Sarah, Rebecc~, Rachel, Leah. 

They are strong and good omen all of them adequate, absolutely ade uate to the hard 

nomadic life hich they led. There is something regal, dominant about their personalities. 

There is so much of sweetness and tenderness about them, but also the quality of fairness, 

but also a uality or ruthlessness. They ex erience and react violently to jealousy 

and to envy, and when it comes to shieling xx and protecting their own they are as 

deadly as anyone. Sarah, the wife or Abraham, the first of the natriarchs, will haTe 

her handmaid and her child, also the child of Ishmael, driven from the home and sent 

out into the wilderness out of jealousy, hurt pride and fear for her own child Isaac. 

Rebecca, because she favored Jacob rather than Esau plots with Jacob to trick his 

blind father to rob Esau of the paternal blessing. Rachel and Lea, sisters, are fiercely 

envious or each other and jealous of the love of Jacob. The Bible tells of it. NeverthelesE 
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when one sees the total character study of these matriarchs, one sees that their 

love is strong and their loyalty constant and with their elemental strength they 

build homes and look well to the ways of their households. 

This quality of competence, ability, of being able of serve life is the 

outstanding quality of most of the extraordinary women of the Bible. It is interesting 

to get an insight into the conce~tion of our forefather's ideal of omanhood. You have 

it reflected in the very first few pages of the Bible in them thical story of Eve -

ETe, the mother of ull the living. The Bible is very clear - that is the genius of 
Adam 

Israel - it is very clear that/!J and Eve were meant to be one and insepar· ble, 

and althoughEve was fashioned out of Adam, and they bee me two, nevertheless in life 

they ere to be one and inseparable. "This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my 

flesh." The woman Eve and all her descendants through the ages that were to follow were 

to be for the man, the helpmate, t~ help him. And man, Adam and his descen ants, all 

the men who follow him, were, according to the ible, to leave each man his father and 

hist mother and cleave to his wife, "and they shall be one flesh." It is not good 

for a man, says the Bible in those early chapters, it is not good for a man to be alone. 

Men and women were to complement one• another, not to compete with one another. 

The Bible knows nothing of the battle of t~e sexes which AS become a favorite 

theme of many writers of our more sophisticated generation. The woman of strength, 

the woman of valor is the crown of a man's life. She is the consumation of his 

life, the adornment of his life. "He ho has found a good woman has found a supreme 

good in li.fe." 

And of course Eve, the mother of all the living, had all the weaknesses common 

to all the living. The Bible points them out in the.-- very first woman. She was 

curious. She was in uisitive. She could be tempted. She was tempted. She succumbed. 

She ate of the tree of knowledge which was forbidden her to eat. And having eaten, she 

persuaded Adam to eat. They both sinned the sin of disobedience. The Bible points 

it out. But Eve took her great punishment for her sin uite as bravely as Adam took 

his ptmishment. For his sin he was exiled from the Garden of Faen swas • Eve. "In 
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pain shall she bring forth children." She didn't complain. She accepted er 
.. 

fate as Adam did accept his: By the s eat of thy brow shalt thou eat thy bread 

henceforth." Sin and suffering do not at all diminish her status. The lovin0 wife, the 

f aithful wife, the companion, the adequate helpmate, the mother of all living beings. 

Now the Bible kno s of other types of women, women ho sinned, destroyed not 

themselves, but other people, a women whose sins ste .ed from evil intent, from 

rottenness of character, depravity, women ho break and estroy the men ho love them. 

There is, for example, Delilah. Delilah 1as such a voman and I don't su ?OSe in 

the hole literatureof mankind has just this type of oman been delineated as within 

the Bible. Delilah was a Philistine woman. Samson was an Israelite, a Nazarite dedicated 

to the Lord. He as a powerful man. Delilah took this man dedicated t o the Lord, this 

po erful ~an broke him. Samson was a i ant in Israel. He fo~ht against the hilistines. 

The Philistines hated him and sought his undoing. But the con uered amson throu h the 

woman Delilah. He met her, this Philistine ·oma , and e loved her, a blind infatuation 

for a worthless woman. And the Philistines, kno in of this infatuation_, went to her 

and said: "entice him and see h erein his reat stren th lies and e ill give you 1100 

pieces of silver. 

story of Delilah. 

her v herein his 

Betra ~ him to us, this man, s.nd we will re · rd ou. You lmow the 

Delilah was to blind Samson with .flattery, to beguile him to tell 

stren th lies. He tries to ard her off la fully. "If ou will bind 

me ith fresh bowstrings that have never been dried, I ill become e k and helpless." 

He allowed himself to be bound ith fresh bo~strings and~ Delilah then cried out: 

"The Philistines are upon thee." Samson urst these bov;strin s. Delilah ersists. 

"You are mocking me," she sa s. She urges him on to tell her wherein his strength 

lies. Samson tries a ain to play off the ur enc of Delilah. "Tie me ith new ropes, 

with hie no work has been done." A ain he is tied, and a~ain Delilah cries out: 

"The Philistines are upon thee." And Samson tears the ropes asunder like a thread 

is broken hen it toucheth fire." And Delilahs s a ·ain: "Thou art trifling with 

me." And again the s~me thing is repeated when Samson tells Delil&h "ieave seven 
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locks of my head into a web nd be~t them in with the pin. Delilah does that and 

again cries out: 

loom and the web. 

"The Philistines are upon thee." And a ain Samson pulled up bot the 

Samson grows tired of this and finall he reveals the true secret 

of his strength. "A razor has never been used on my heed. If I ere to be shaved, my 

strength would lqve me." Delilah uts him to sleep and cuts off his hair. His eyes 

are put out and shackles are bound to him. The t ake him to the dungeon 1here Samson 

is made sport of, Samson, the Nazarite ho as edicated to the Lord. He is made 

into a beast of burden. 

Yes, the Bible knows of the lov ~ .hich betra s, the love which destroys, the 

love which is really no love at all. It is the prostitution of :tim sex and t he lust 

thc1t kills. 

That great Book of Books also kno s of noble women whose love leads them to 

supreme sacrifice. There is a strange and movin story of Je tha's daughter, a story 

as strange and moving as ou will find in any reat tragedy of suffering. In f act 

the theme of the story of Jeptha 1 s daughter as also found in one of the Greek 

myths, that of Agamemnon and his dau hter . The story t akes place 

during a storm battle when the Jes are fighting foot by foot in the land of Canaan. 

Jeptha was a judge, and a mighty man of valor." During one of the decisive days of 

battle Jeptho. made a Tow unto the Lord that if he would deliver them from the Ay.monites 

"then hatsoever shall come out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return 

I will ofer it up n for a burnt-offering." And the Lord did deliver the Ammonites 

into the hand of Jeptha, and Jeptha returned triumphant to his home. The first one 

who• came out to meet him was his daughter dancing ith a timbrel in her hand. en 

Jeptha saw her he rentlis clothes and cried out in t he bitterness of his soul. But 

I have vowed unto the Lord. I cannot go back. And his daughter ho loved her 

father deeply understood the power of the vo hich her fauther had taken said unto 

him: "Do unto me accordin to hat thou hast vo ed. Let me alone for two months 

go a ay with friends to sa fare ell to life and I ill return t t ..e end of two months. 

She returns at the end oft o months and she as sacrificed. There is anguish in all this 
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and tragedy and the glory of a love hich was stron er than death in the stor 

of this youn woman, the dau hter of Je tha. 

There are so many extraordin~r women in the Bible: Esther who helps save her 

eople from Destruction. There is Deborah ho arouses a n~tion t o fi ht for its freedom, 

a judge, a prophetess. The Jews had been enslaved b the Canaanites for more than 

t enty years. The came to Deborah to help them. She called u on Barak to assume 

leadership. And Barak replied: "If thou wilt go with me, I will go. "I will surely 

go with thee - not for th honor ill the Lord ive Sisera over into the hands of 

a woman. If you i 1 insist I will go with you. She ent with him. She ins ired 

the hosts and she summoned them and organized them and sent them to ba tle ith 

a battle SOili• This turned out to be one of the great decisive victorys of ancient 

times which made it possible for the Jes to set t le in Canaan. 

There are other types. There is this Jezebel, a prncess of Tyre who married 

Ahab, King of Israel. She was a hard, unscru ulous, idolatrous oman who married 

the King and who carried on a relentless war &gainst the prophets of Israel. She 

introduced many of the customs of the Phonecians. She vowed to destro t he prophet 

~lijah. And when Ahab coveted the vineyard next to the palace and Naboth refused 

to sell it because it as the atrimony of his ancestors ani ouldn't sell it, Ahab 

was grieved about it, but was restrai ned b the moral tenets of his faith. Jezebel 

said: " ·hat, you a king will pe:rmit a commoner to def you?" i:>he cleverly 

arranged to have t o , itnesses erjure theaselves in testifying against r aboth. 

And Naboth as put to death. Ahab c .. uired the vine ard and ·as satisfied. But the 

prophet, Elijah, c me to lhab and said to him: "You have murdered and the dogs of 

lick our blood and the blood of Jezebel your wife having violated the l aw of God and 

of man." This came to pass that after sone years khab died in Battle. His son Joram as 

killed b Jehu ho led a successful revolution. As Jehu a preached the palace, Jezebel 

with painted eyes mocked Jehu from the wind.a of the palace. Jehu commanded her at ,end.ants 

tot cast her down from the wind t ow o her death. The dogs licked her blood as EliJah 
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had prophecied. 

There is a picture of a very beautiful woman, Bathseba for whom a great and good 

kin committed murder, a sin for which he later on atoned in blood and tears and enance . 

There is very little told about Bathsheba in the Bible, but because so little is told, so 

much can be IJljectwd conjectured. A child is born to David and Bathseba. The child 

died. The grief of David for his child whom he loved is told about . One can assume a.lso 

the dee rief of the mother. A second child was born to them. He ,as named olomon. 

He succeeded bis father to the throne in Israel. The cnly other ~ention of Bathoheba 

was when David is about to die, Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon comes to him and reminds 

him of his promise that Solomon shall reign in his steady. And David tells her that 

he intends to keep his his promise. 

And so there are man many other characters fascinating, intriguing and challenging. 

There is the story of Ruth, the r oabite, a non-Je,•·ess. A certain Elimelech, his wife 

and two sons go to sojourn in the land of Moab. There t he to sons marr the daughters 

of the oabites. After some years, both sons die and the old lad decides to return 

to her home and she tells her two daughters-in-1 w that she is returning to her home 

and she is sure they would like to remain in their home. But Ruth says to her: "Entreat 

me not to leave thee, and to return from following after thee; for hither thou goest, 

I ill go; and ,.here thou lod est, I will ode; thy eople shall be my .:eople, and thy 

God my God; ·here thou diest, will I die and there \iill I be buried; the Lord o so to 

me, and more also , if aught but death art thee and me." These ~ords have come down the 

aies, beautiful words of protection and loyalt and devotion. And Ruth, according to 

tradition became one of the ancestors of Kin David. 

One c ~uld call attention to other types of other omen. There was Hannah, who 

had no children and who rieved because she ,as childless . And her husband who tried to 

comfort her ho said: "Am I not better to thee than ten sons?" She then goes own to 

the sanctuary and prays for a child and weeps bitterly. And she vows that i.£ she has a 

child she will give the child u to the Lord. She does have a child and after she had 

weaned him and has hardly had time to drink dee of the love for the child she takes him 
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to Shiloh to the Temple. And every year Hannah came to Shilo to offer a sacrifice and 

each ear she broght f or her boy Samuel a little overcoat. 

May I conclude with this beautiful tribute paid to . oman in the Bible, ~rhaps 

the most perfect figure ever painted of woman: 

"A woman of valor who can find? 
For her price is f ~r above rubies. 
The heart of her husband doth 

safel trust in her. 
She doeth him good and not evil 

All the days of her life. 
She stretcheth out her hand to the poor, 
Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
Strehgth and dignity are her clothing; 
She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 
And the law of kindness is on her tongue. 
She looketh well to the was of jer household, 
And eateth not the bread of idleness . 
Her children rise up, and call her bless ed; 
Her husband also, and he praiseth her; 
Ma daughters have done valiantly, 
But thou excellest them all. 

Am our foreffrthers on returning from their places of worship recited this passage 

from the Book of Proverbs as a tribute to their helpmates in life. 
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