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. ORIAL TRIBUTE TO LI E O ROOSE LT 

By 
Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

t 
The Temple 

On 
Sun.do mornin A ril 15 , 1945 



• 
At the funeral services yesterda 1 afternoon for our departed President, the 

immortal Psalm 46 as read. It was a most fitting ps~lm to read, or it sug ests 

th~t which was most admirab e, th t whic ,as mot ins iring about this valiunt m 
a a 

who led our n~tion during/difficult and/most critical time. I want to call to mind 

one verse of that great ps~lm: "Therefore we will not fear, tho the earth do chan e 

and the mountains be moved into the heart of the seas." "Therefore e il no fear" 

President Roosevelt as a man un, fraid, not because he was una re of the dangers which 

were lurking or of the menace hich as overhanging. Some people can go gaily 

undisturbed on their way through life because they are not forewarned of the dangers 

·hich lie aheQd ... Our great leader realized fully, more th~n most men, not so close 

to a knowledge of the facts how close e came time and again to danger . In the dark 

and deadful da s of 1952 and 1955 - then eark Haber - but his courage mastered 

his f ear. 

You will recall his famous and en.kindling nd challenging utterance which he 

made on the occasion of his first inau ural in rch 1953 . Those fe words will 

echo down the corridors of time ~nd will become art of the treasure and anthology 

of imperishable utte ances of great men of American history. Our nation , ou will 

recall, at that moment la rostrate. ~illions of men were bein thrown out of their 

jobs. Factories were shuttin down. B·nks • ere closing. A veritable fog of de~ression , 

pessimism, ho elessness, hate , settled down u on our eople. It ,as in that dark hour 

that this man was summoned to the difficult position as Chief Executive of this nation. 

At that very moment he said to his ~eople: 

"This great n&tion ill endure as it has endured, ill revive and ill prosper . 

So first of all, let me assairt m firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is 

fear itself - nameless, unreaeonin, unjustified terror which aralyzes nee e efforts 

to convert retreat into advance." 

Presi ent Roosevelt believed in the power of will, in the strength of confi ent 

resolution to remake, to remold, to rise above defeat, to rise from the very ashes 

of ignorance~ d defeat. He believed in this country. He believed in the American 
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people. He believed in these United St~tes of America. "God is in t he midst of her, 

she shall not be moved." Again I uote from Psalm 46. "God is in t ~e midst of her, 

she shall not be moved. God shall heop her at the a proach of morning." There is 

night and darkness, but there is a morning. 

When our Navy la shattered in Peark Harbor, on that da which ill live in 

infamy, when our estern Coast lay open to attack nd invasion, .hen our country 

came as near disaste as at any time in its history, this great leader had faith. 

He knew, he believed that "The Lord of Hosts is with us - The God of Jacob is our 

High Tower." 

He had a philosoph of life, a spiritual ay of life which was simply this -

not to yield to fear, to draw upon the hidden reserves of the s irit in times of 

danger , to pit will against adversity and to reach out for the wings of faith when he 

felt the downward drag of cruel circumstance. This philosophy of life hich was his 

he hewed out, he carved out for himself not out of roverbs or maxims learned from a 

book by rote. He carved it out for himself out of pain and devastating illness, out of 

bitter and prolonged experience with death and invalidism, out of days and months and 

years of wrestling with dark angels of despair and fear, and rising triumphantly from 

the unequal struggle unbroken in spirit, though crippled in bod, rising in carve out 

for himself a career which led to the ver~ summit of world achievement to become heir 

to grandeuer. That courage wrested from pain and suffering made him a man of destiny. 

Some people are destroyed b r such an ordeal. Some human wills are burned up and 

consumed in such a furnace of affliction. But other wills are purged and emerge hardened, 

st~inless , rustless steel. That ·as the case of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

He knew from himself, from his own life, from his own experience that fear can 

be licked and he brought tb~t confident conviction of his to the fearful problem. 

When the fearful problems •kte• confronted his nation when he was President, be inspired 

a whole nation to rene~ed effort, to move forward, to advance. He as a leader. 
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And he wished that other human bein s -- that was art of the rares iritual 

greatness of t e m he wished that other men similarly afflicted as he 1 ms ould 

share the knowledge of faith, the stren th and courage that had Coffie to him. There 

are tod:,y thousands, countless children and adults blessed for the example vhich he 

set for them and for the faith which he restored to them. That is what e mean, 

friends, when es eak of the ministry of pain. Some ise men are blessed with a 

cupacity of usin pain , suffering by way of ministry for other men ..• And because he as 

unafraid, he was able to match his hour, an hour ~hich called for ne 1 roads, new and 

untried experiments, some dangerous e~pariments, new adventures in government, economics 

and international relations. The old ways had led our country through the long 

dangerous economic depressions in our nation's history . Onl bold ne-1 measures, a 

break wlth tradition, though not a break with the essential genius of the American 

people, only bold new measures could alone save the da. He took them unafraid. He 

had daring. He had s~iritual order, if ou will . He as not deterred by slogans, b 

hoary catch-words, bJ the fact that people denounced him as a dan erous radical. Now 

it isn't that all men a reed with him al ays , th~t all men thou0 ht that everything 

he did was· correct. Not at all. Nor is to suggest that this an was perfect. "No 

man is erfect -- Lone ut Gcxi is perfect." It is to sug est th~t thls man had 

s iritual rtitu e, new was hen the old proved bankru t. The man measur s vhich e e 

taKen in the emergenc ears of his first administr tion to s~lva e the economic 

system dll remain 's landnarks in the social .._)roJress of the Ame rice n )eo le. The re 

here to stay. There i~ no turning back. 

And friends, in all his soci·l and economic tr ~nkin0 rresi ent Roosevelt was 

guided by one rinciple -- the welfare of the comman man . He was a arm h~art d 

invi ual. His solicitude as r the couUllan man , hat e called t~e for otten man. 

He loved them. They in turned loved him. "The test o our pro re~s: he declared 

in his secon Inaugur 1 address, "is not ,ahetl.Ller " ea d more to t1e abundance or those 
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who have much; it is whether we provide enough for tbose ho have too little." Hence his 

eeJ interest in the rights of t he l aborer, the farmer, the · outh of our and, t~e small 

home o·mer, the aged, the sick, the unem lo ed, the dee interest in ,,hat e called one-t, ird 

of the nation, t~e ill-housed - nd t he ill clad and t1e ill-nourishe. 

He loved men and he tried to ease their bur en -- all men .ithout di 3tinction 

of race., creed or color. He o.S o ... osed, b his ver y nature, t0 al_ forms of into e ·-nee, 

of discrimination. During the iar, you uill recall, he i ssued an executive or ' er against 

discrimination in em lo ent of ~orkers in efense industries. 

"Now, therefore, by virtue of the a uthority vested in me b- the Constitu ion and 

the statues, and as a prere· uisite to the 3uccessftll conduct of our nation~l defense 

pro uction e fort, I do hereby reaffirm the policy c:£ the United St~tes t 1at t bere shall be 

no discrimination in the emplo ent of w~kers in efense industries or Government 

because of race, creed, color, or national ori in, a I o hereb declare t h,t it is the 

duty of em lo ers and of labor organizations, in fu- th 0 nee of said polic and of this order 

to proTidefor t e full and e uitable partici2ation of all orkers in defense industries 

without discrimination because of race, creed, color, or national origin." 

Roosevelt wanted American t o be one and united, a fair lan or all. Time and 

a ain he warned the American eople against succ bing to azi ate prop~~anda. Early 

in 1942, ha said: "We must JUard a _inst divisions among ourselv_s and amon all the 

other United Nations. We must be particulf.ll'ly vigilant a~ain~t racial discri1 in~tion in 

any of its ~ly forms." "Hitler ·li.11 tr a 0 ain," declared t e President, "to breed 

mistrust and suspicion between one indivi ual an another, one roup nd unother, one 

r ace and another .... He is tr in to do this even now." 

He bitterl denounced the azi atrocities a S..:.nst the JeRish people. He warned the 

Nazi criminal that retaliation for t1e . ersectuion o, the Jews ould come. He as a 

great frien of the Je ish eople as he as of every people. He as ee 1 int~rested in 

the roblem of the Jewish National omeland of the Jewish eople and he soucht to help 

them. I recall my meeting th the Presi➔ ent early last ear on thi very subject at the 
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hite House. It is an experience, an unforgettable experience to meet •"ith him and 

to talk with him .... There was a vibrancy about t e man. There as a gran eur about 

that man not to speak of that infectious charm of the man. And after I discus~ed ith 

him the problem of Jewry in Europe, the tragic plight of our refugees, the need or 

Palestine s a national homeland of our people, the inade uac of the ihite Paper 

hich was closing the doors of Palestine to coutnless refugees who needed a lace of 

refuge, he authorized us to issue the following state ent: "The American government 

has never given its approval to the hite Paper of 1959. The Presi ent is happy th~t 

the doors of Palestine are toda open to Jewish refu ees, and th~t · hen future 

decisions are reached, full justice will be done to those who seek a Je ish N~tionul 

Home, for which our Government and the American people have 1 ays had the deepest 

sym athy and today more than ever, in view of the tragic plight of hundreds of 

thousands of homeless Jewish refugees." 

And again in October of last year he sent to the convention of the Zionist 

Organization of America a co.:munication saying: "I ask you to conve to the delegates 

assembled my cordial greetings. Please express my s~tisfaction thut in accord ith 

tr&ditional American policy, and in kee ing ith the spirit of the Four Freedoms, 

the Democratic Party at its July convention this year inclu ed the following plank 

in its platform: •~e favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration 

and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establishment there of a free 

and democratic JeJish Commonwealth.'" 

"Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and means of effectu~ting this 

policy as soon as racticable. I know how long and ardently the Jewish people have 

worked and prayed for the establishment of alestine as a free and democratic Jewish 

Commonwealth. I am convinced that the American eople give their sup ort to this aim; 

and if re-elected I shall help to bring _about t.~is realization." 

He reiterated this pledge of his just a few weeks before he died. 

His outlook upon all thins as world-wide. In nothin as he parochial. Th re 

as a world sweep and scope to his political and economic conceptions. ore than any 
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other statesmen did he come to understand the newer methods of transporation, the 

inter-relatedness and inter-depencence of all nations of all parts of e globe. He 

made a better and uicker adjustment to the new geogra}hy which mo~ern communication 

nd transportation created than an livin0 man. He understood tha t the mo ern irplane 

made all na ~ions neighbors and that only a policy of gocx:l neighborlines s could saTe this 

closely n t world from falling into chaos and disaster. And he earnestly sou~ht to 

drive this lesson home not CJ1l to the American eo le but to the ·:vorld. As recently 

as his fourth Inaugual address he stated : "And so today, in this year of war, 1945, 

we haTe learned les)ons - at a fearful cost - and e shall profit by them. 

"We h ve learned that we cannot live alone , a t peace; that our own iell-being is 

dependent u on the . ell-being of other n~tions f ar a ay. ·e have learned that we 

must live as men, and not as ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger. 

"We have learned to be citizens of the orld, mem ers of t he h an coIIlillunit ." 

e must live in that human community i f we are t l ive in eace at all. His aim 

w s to foster good neighborliness in the world and if necessary, to curb t hose nations 

who practice bad neigh~orliness. 

Sooner and before any of t he other great states en of t he orld, rresi ent 

Roosevelt ap reciated the deadly threat to this rogram of peaceful eighborliness in 

t e world in the Fasciat-Nazi bar barism which ,· s sweepinJ over t he orld. He appreciated 

sooner t han anyone else the inherent vicious nationalistic a ressiveness of Fascism 

and Nazism and their lust for power and orld domination. He saw this chal lenge as 

early as 1957 when he issued this solelllil arning a ainst this plague: "The ;>eace, the 

freedom and the securit of 90 ercent of e 2opul· tion of the 1orld is being 

jeopardized by the remaining 10 ercent who are threatening a breakdo· n of all 

interna ional order and law .. • hen an epidemic of physic~l disease starts to spread, 

the comm.un • ty a . roves and joins in a r nt· e of t he J ite s i n or er t o r ot ec 

• l t o e communi • a s t he spread of he isease." 
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Th~t was hi~ famous .uar& tines eech in 37 , delivered in t1e clt o 

Chico.
0

0 , e1nd realizi n tre men&ce oft.ea proct.chin sto s , R osevelt be0 ~n to t're ·re 

the American .,Jeo le or vi J.at •11as to come . He was c· lled a mr .monc;er . B0 i nor d it .. .. 

i t of insistence nd ad.llful le,. e s ..i~ , he ersua ed our coun ry to re-•"Jeal our 

rteutro.lit la,· v.'.~cr : • s c. ecess r-- rid to t .. e allies . The se ective serv.:.ce C 

as a opted, t e _end lease .. ro ram v.as stcc.rted to re are our countr· for 1ar , t_ e 

s no·•; inesce1.• a e . He aced t:1e &n0 r un frE...id .ar ~tich he ca1 e to un e~stand 

and unf inchingl . "There comes time in the· f, irs c n:en i en t e T mu t rre are to 

defer.d , not onl their homes , ut t .. 1e tenets o f o.it and . um ni t , hereon ...,ir 

churches , their overnment and their ver.{ civiliz· t · on ure foun ed ." 

President Rcose elt, goo riends , . , 
is es or , orked for h&t he c&l ed a free , 

civilized societ , a societ in hich hum·n • 1i:.s ould e su rerae . He ishes for a 

or do reedom of SJeech, freedom of x.ression , freedon of w rs i~ , reedo from 

an and freedom fro er . 

And in t e n· me of these freedomes 1e .... ed our n&. tion • nto the i;·ar t t o e 

orces w· ic. sou~ t to destro them . Here he as ~0 ins st~in~d bra fa "th, ~ ,t ith 

od "Vlho m .et} ·ars to ce· se unto t .. e end of the eart} , ,:ho brea ·et t e o , nd 

uttet. t _ s er in sunder . .e burnet t e c. ariots in ire ." He d our a tion to t e very 

hres old o victor . An on t e eve of vie or , this ~ ova e men , tis intre id 

l eader f t .e fre forces of mankind orn ou b· years o hi efforts • n stru, .. ><.~les and 

cares 'n exacting res.ons~bil ities Jf h "s of ice l&i .ir.1s e f do n o rest . 

in e no Roosevelt has · oine the i ~orti co ~nr of our nrtions i ,u trious e 

who l i ved i n the deat essness of their SJirits ·nd t.eir i luence . 

"Ad t e ays of I sr el dre n r to die ," Ra i s · eon said . Rr i s i : 

Tl-ie d • ·s of t e ri ·hteou die , u t' e .. ves o no+ Jie ." A 0 re t an ' s e r s come to 

n en . A great man never comes o an end ! 'il on 1 s a .. en ed • .... • ncol n ' s d • s ol 

n ed , ut. ilson ' s lie rnd dre hc...s .ot en ed , d incoln ' s if e • r n ve 

no en ed . The · c nnot. In f ct t he o on n ac_uire incre sed ulf" l ment nd 
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realization t , the oncomin enerations. And so R I sevelt s ash ve c me to an end, ut 

I am ersu&ded as I kno\ ou are that &cross the gulf ~hich seJarates the dead from the 

living, th t kindly, friendly , confident voice of his \hich once reTived a n~tion b s~ying 

11the only thing e ha. 1e to fear is fear itself, " -- th t voice ill c1;ntinue t s 19ak to 

our n& ion again ~nd ag in and ·Je arrl those who come a.fter us ill take cour~ e in whatever 

tasks and hatever ordeals lie ahead of us , 1e will t~ke heart &nd cour ge from t1is 

valiants irit and in hiss . iri t , we will carry on. 

"Now it came to ass after the death of i oses , the serv&nt of t 11:: Lor , that the 

Lor spoke to Joshua . 11 and .J snua aS fi.iled with the s ;,i ·it of wisdom , or • os cs had 

1 id his hands u on him . n v'ithin si0 ht of tne promised land , vioses died , but Joshua 

carried on . 

r:ia~ God grant to his successor , the new fresident of the United 3J..ates to Cl.rry 

on in t~e spirit of wisdom nd under s-'-c.ndir..g , in tLe i it of counsel so tLe1t he raaT lead 

us all i nto the beautiful land Et visioned b , hoped or nd died or by him ho was 

this torning laid to his eternal r est . Aren 
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row --------------------
" -ow, therefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes, 
and as a prerequisite to the successful conduct of our national defense production effort. 
I do hereby reaffirm the policy of the United States that there snall be no discrimination 
• in the employment of workers in defense industries or Government because a of race, creed, 
color, or n~tional orit; in, and I do hereby declare that it is the duty of employers and of 
labor organizations, in furtherance of said policy and of this order to provide for the full 
and•~ equitable p rticipation of all workers in defense industries, without discrimination 
because of race, creed, color, or national origin."--Executive Order 8802 

q-

In an address on Jan. 6, 1942, President Roosevelt warned the Americ~n eople 

against succumbin~ to Nazi hate .ropaganda: 

"We must guard against divisions among ourselves and among all the other United 

Nations. ie must be particularly vigilant again~t racial discrimination in any of its 

ugly forms." 

"Hitler ill try again to breed mistrust and suspicion between one individual and 

another, one group and another, one race and anot er ... He is trying t~ do this even now." 
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"And so today, in thia year of war, 1945, we have learneu lesaons-at a fearful cost-and we ahall profit by them. "We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent upon the well-being of other nation, far away. We have learned that we must live u men, and not u oatrichea, nor u dog1 in the manger. 
"We have learned to be cittzena of the world, memben of the human communtty."-From hia fourth Inaugural addreN, Jan. 20, 1943. ( 

f 
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---------THE JEWISH ATIONAL HO~E 

President Roosevelt sent the following message to Senator Wagner wno waJn attendance at 
the recent a Zionist Convention. T}ie messAge was read by him as follow "Knowing that 
you are to attend the 47th annual convention of the Zionist Organization of .America, I ask 
you to convey to the delegates assembled my cordial greetings. Please express mys tisfaction that in accord with trP.ditional American policy, and in keeping with the spirit of the Four Freedoms, the Democratic Party at its July convention tnis year included the following plank in its platform: 'We favor the opening of Palestine to tmrestricted Jewish immigration and 
colonization, and such a policy as to r - sult in the establishment there of a free and demo
cratic Jewish (k>mmonweal. th. 1 

•Efforts will be made to find appropriate ways and means of effectuating this policy as soon as practicable. I know how long and ardently the Jewish people have worked and prayed for 
~he establishment of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. I am ccmvinced that tne American people give their support to this aim; and if saza re-elected I abnll 
help to bring about this realization.• 



/fJ ~ IA. 

"The peace, the freedom and the security of 90 per cent of the 
population of the world is being jeopardized by the remaining 10 
per cent who are threatening a breakdown of all international 
order and law. • • • When an epidemic of physical disease starta 
to spread, the community approves and joins in a quarantine of 
the patients in order to protect the health of the community 
against the spread of the dlsease."-From a speech at Chicago, 
Oct. 5, 1937. 

JAN. 5, 1959 

~ 

"There comes a time in the affairs of men , en the must repare to defend, not 

only their homes, but the tenets of faith and humanity, whereon their churches, their 

overnment and their Tery cirllizations are founded." 
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• EXCERPTS FRO ORIAL TI UTE P ID TO FR KLIN DE 0 R OSEV'LT B~ D • 

SILVER T TIE TE LE, SEL ROAD DE. 105TH ST .. uxr .:.,U D O ING, 

It is mot fittin tat Psalm 46 s red t t e Pre i'ent' ftmer~l s rvice, 

tor c.1.t 

Presid nt 

ortal Ps 1m sug0 ests th· t ·bich as ost &.dmir ble nd ins 1rin about 

o evelt. "Therefore we 111 not re r t ho h t hee rth do ch n e and 

t' ou h the mountains be moved into the e rt of t he es.• 

Presi ent R osevelt as a an fr id not ecause h as un are or tle lurking 

dangers or t he ov rh nging men ce, or bee-use his courage m stered his re rs. He 

believed in t1e o er or 11 und of confident resolution to e . ., trai ht t h t . hich 

is crooked, and to help en rise bove r ilure nd ere t. His s iritu 1 .. of 11.f'e 

as to pit 11 a ainst dversity Wld rea~ for t he ings ot faith wen he experienced 

t e down ard drag or cruel circumst nee. e he ed t t hilosop of lU' out tor 

himself not out of roverbs or ims 1 rned b · ro a, t ut of the bitter pin or a 

prolonJed and soul-se rching despair t ough de r te ys nd onths nd ) e rs. 

Becau e hero e triumph tly from t s unequ 1 ru le unbro~en ins irit tho h 

crip.led 1n bod to carve out career w.ich led him tot v r ; t of c ievement 

or is n tion when 

inspire i s n tion 

he · s ble to brin confident courcL e to t h fearful . robl 

he bec&U1e 1 ts Chier xecuti ve in one of its d rk t . urs 1 

to rene ed faith and forward pro6ress. 

Becau e he sun fr id, he s ble to tch is hour hich c lied tor ne roads 

und untried ex., riments, some oft e fra ht ith di,.n0 er, in ~overnm nt, in economics 

nd in inte tion 1 rel tionahips. Only bold ne me · ure bre kin 1th tr&d ' tion 

but not with thee ential enius of our a , of lite could s ve th da. e took 

them unafraid. He aa not det rred b alo0 ans or ho c ch-;ords, nor en eople 

enounced him s a dan erous radic 1 . .. an or t he e sure 1ich ere t en in the 

e er ·ency era or his first adminiatr tion to s lv ge our ec nomic 

landm rks int• soci 1 ?ro res of, erica. 

ate will re ain 

In all his aoci 1 an economic thinlcin, hie din inciple a elt re 

ot • co on man. He l arm love forte c in turn loved hi • 

0 
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He so ht to ease the burdens ot en, of all men, without distinction of r c or 

creed. He a op oaed to "11 £0 of intolerance d iscri in tion. He anted 

America to be one and united, a fir land t or all . 

His outlook as .orld- ide. In nothin' a he Jarochial. There • s a orld 

sw ep and scope to his politic 1 and economic conce tions. fe ~ de ab tter and 

(luioker adjustment in hi , thinking to the new eobr ~hy which modern communictltion 
and trs.nsportution have ere ted th y livin statesm· n. .e understood t .. t the 

modern irplane h d de all n tions nei0 hbors, d.Ild t h t nl. • a good neighbor policy 

could keep this world of° ours from tallin apart into chaos . 

Sooner t any other statesman he Jpreci tad the deedly threat to a neighborly 
and peace~ul orld in the Nazi-Fascist · orld a ression, and he is ued a solemn ming 
against th t enace. Ref c d also this dan er und'rkid, and he led t e shaken 

&nd ~1most defNted freedom lo~ peoples oft earth out or the valley of lefeat to 
the v r . threshold of victory. 

And on t e eve of victor this re t, good nd loTable an , tis intrepid leader 
of the hosts ot men, orn out b t e lon~, bard years ot effort ·nd strug le and e 
c~res and exacting responsibilities of high office, has laid hi self down tc rest. He 
b snow Joined th~ immortal cop ny of our n tion's 11-ustrious dead ho live on in the 
de thlessness of their spirit and influence. 

From across t he ult hich sep rates the ead from t he livin , t he riendly 

nd contident voice of t rds valiant n, ho once revived t he S Jirit of a nation by 

his ordl, "The onl thing e veto fer ia fear itselt,• will speak to us again 

knd yet a ain in the oncomin ears; and we those o come fter us - ill take 
courage for our tasks nd ore la,..an in hiss irit - ill carr on. 
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people. He believed in these Unlted States of America. fTGod is in the 

midst of her, she shall not be moved." Again I quote from Psalm ll6. 

"God shall help her at the approach of morning.TT There is ni~ht and 

da1•kues s, but U1ere .i::i d 111ur11..1.ug. 

When our Navy lay shattered in Pearl Harbor, on that day which will 

live in infamy, when our Western Coast lay open to attack and invasion, 

when our country came as near disaster as at any time in its history, this 

great leader had faith. lie believed that ~rThe Lord of Hosts is with us-

The God of jacob is our High Tower. r: 

He had a philosophy of life which was simply this--not to yield to 

fear, to draw upon the hidden reserves of the spirit in times of danger, 

to pit will against adversity and to reach out for the wings of faith when 

he felt the downward drag of cruel circumstance. This philosophy of life 

he carved for himself out of pain and devastating illness, out of bitter 

and prolonged experience with death and inva_lidism, days and months and 

years of wrestling with dark angels of despair and fear. He rose tri

umphantly from the unequal struggle, unbroken in spirit, though crippled 

in body, carving for himself a career which led to the very summit of 

world achievement. That courage wrested from pain and suffering made him 

a man of destiny. • 

Some people are destroyed by such an ordeal. Some human wills are 

burned up and consumed in such a furnace of affliction. But other wills 

are purged and emerge hardened, stainless, rustless steel. That was the 

case with Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

He knew from himself, from his own life, that fear can be licked and 

he prought that confident conviction to the fearful problem. 
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And he wish cl that other human beings--this was part of the rare 

spiritual greatness of the man--men similarly afflict d would share the 

knowledge of faith, the strength and courage that had come to him. There 

are today thousands of children and adults blessed by the example which 

we mean when we speak of the ministry of pain. Some wise men are blessed 

with a capacity of using pain to help other men. Because he was unafraid, 

he was able to match his . hour, an hour which called for new roads with new 

and untried experiments, ne\\7 adventures in government, economics and inter

national relations. The old ways had led our country through long dangerous 

economic depressions. Only bold new measures, a break with tradition, 

though not a break with the essential genius of the American people, could 

save the day. He took them unafraid. He had daring. He had spiritual 

order. He was not deterred by slogans, by hoary catch-words, by the fact 

that people denounced him as a dangerous radical. That is not to suggest 

that this man was perfect. No man is perfect--none but God is perfect. 

It is to suggest that this man had spiritual fortitude, new ways when 

the old proved bankrupt. The many measures which were taken in the 

emergency years of his first administration to salvage the economic system 
• 

will remain as landmarks in the social ·progress of the American people. 

They are here to stay. 

In all his social and economic thinking President Roosevelt was 

guided by one principle--the welfare of the common man. He was a warm 

hearted individual. His solicitude was for what he called the forgotten 

men. He loved them. They in turn loved him. "The test of our progress," 

he declared in his second Inaugural address, "is not whether we add more 

to the abundance of those 

l 

I 



people. He believed in these United States of America. "God is in the 

midst of her, she shall not be moved.,, Again I quote from Psalm L~6. 

"God shall help her at the approach of morning." There is ni2ht and 

da1 ... k.itt:::St,, but tltere is a morning. 

When our Navy lay shattered in Pearl Harbor, on that day which will 

live in infamy, when our Western Coast lay open to attack and invasion, 

when our country came as near disaster as at any time in its history, this 

great leader had faith. He believed that nThe Lord of Hosts is with us-

The God of Jacob is our High Tower.n 

He had a philosophy of life which was simply this--not to yield to 

fear, to draw upon the hidden reserves of the spirit in times of danger, 

to pit will against adversity and to reach out for the wings of faith when 

he felt the downward drag of cruel circumstance. This philosophy of life 

he carved for himself out of pain and devastating illness, out of bitter 

and prolonged experience with death and invalidism, days and months and 

years of wrestling with dark angels of despair and fear. He rose tri

umphantly from the unequal struggle, unbroken in spirit, though crippled 

in body, carving for himself a career which led to the very summit of 

world achievement. That courage wrested from pain and suffering made him 

a man of destiny. . . 
Some people are destroyed by such an ordeal. Some human wills are 

burned up and consumed in such a furnace of affliction. But other wills 

are purged and emerge hardened, stainless, rustless steel. That was the 

case with Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

He knew from himself, from his own life, that fear can be licked and 

he prought that confident conviction to the fearful problem. 
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we mean when we speak of the ministry of pain. Some wise men are blessed 

with a capacity of using pain to help other men. Because he was unafraid, 

he was able to match his . hour, an hour which called for new roads with new 

and untried experiments, new adventures in government, economics and inter

national relations. The old ways had led our country through long dangerous 

economic depressions. Only bold new measures, a break with tradition, 

though not a break with the essential genius of the American people, could 

save the day. He took them unafraid. He had daring. He had spiritual 

order. He was not deterred by slogans, by hoary catch-words, by the fact 

that people denounced him as a dangerous radical. That is not to suggest 

that this man was perfect. No man is perfect--none but God is perfect. 

It is to suggest that this man had spiritual fortitude, new ways when 

the old proved bankrupt. The many measures which were taken in the 

emergency years of his first administration to salvage the economic system 
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will remain as landmarks in the social ·progress of the American people. 

They are here to stay. 

In all his social and economic thinking President Roosevelt was 

guided by one principle--the welfare of the common man. He was a warm 
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men. He loved them. They in turn loved him. "The test of our progress," 
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