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IS HITLER REATJ,Y DEAD? 

"The Evil Th t en Do Lives ter Them." 

B 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Tem le 

On 

Sunda mornin, October 1, 1945 

• 



hether Hitl,r is re 11 dead or not is still a su ject for much s ecu.l tion -

is still an unsolved riddle. No authoritative statement has been issed confinning 

his eath. So doubts persist. And in the absence of established fact, as is often 

the case, rumors arise. From t.L11e to time one hears re:Jorts -iflich h ve led to 

this or to that country, ths.t e is in hiding, or ths.t e i biding his time to 

make a retur n even as Na oleon made hiu raDatic return from the Isle of Elbe. 

I suppose th t such rumors would persist even if the fact of Hitle ' s eath were 

li uida ted because af the circumstances under i ic h is su o ed to have .Jerished 

the fallen ruins of the Chancellery and. capital and ore "articu.la::-1 the wi s ul 

thinkincr of man o his f ollo ers o have come to look upon him as a super-man. 

These facts ani these wishes WJUJ.d naturally bring into existence the survival 

m th. Time a again in the history of the world such surviv 1 myths gained 

currency. And conceivabl the azi 

myth. 

dergr und o like to keep alive such u 

From a ractical point of vie, it is of v_ y little moment · t this time 

het~er Hitler is alive or not. His .;otential for evil at the moment is nil. 

The armies of the Reich have been com L:tely shattered. The Ger nan .. otential or 

war t the moment does not exist. Their ener ls who made the war are a1aiting 

sentence. Some of them have taken t eas "a- out and h~ve committe suicide. 

It is of little ractical concern at the moment 1hether Hitler himself is dead 

or alive . 

But it is of dee con~ern ihether itle ism is a ive or ead. That is a 

very serious uestion for if it is et alive, the ar is not et won an may yet 

be lost. If t}1is immor 1 and var breedin , ay of live cc1ll ... d Hitlerism, •ilhich 

Hitler represents in our generation rhlch almost estr ed our world -- if th tis 

still alive in the ·orld, it may et ro ter ible powerful . It m et again 

brin0 dis ~ster upon mankind. Our saviors ere ver wise hen t ey emphasized 

the t ou~ht at al times that at is essential for the moral ,.roo-ress of mankind 
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is not t'. a.t its sinners should ;,erish but that sin should disap ear -- "not 

until sinners vanish from th earth ever here, ut let evil vanish from the earth." 

There are ver distinct evidence3 that Hitlerism is far from beinv chined , 
some ve di3tinct indicatlons that peo le are forgettin~ -- eo le - oul li~e to 

fo ;et the evil of Hitlerism - int· e sense of wishinJ to ignore him. The 

people are becoming indifferent to it. There are in ications that the poison of 

itlerism i s still spreading in some countries, in some sections of the po ulation 
in our own coun r. 

Less tjan five months after V-E Day -- five months, not ive ears -- it 
becomes necessar for the Chief o the Armies of the Unite N~tions in Europe, 

General Dwight Eisenhower to remove from coill!~and over Bavaria, from the American 

zone of Occupation, Gener 1 Geor e S. Patton Jr. because t e latter oes no+ see 
the nece3sity, did not see , or refused to see the necen ity for de- azJi yin 

Bav ria, or e ovin;; from office notorious azi eaders, or purging Bavaria 

of the evils of Nazis. 

The stor of the Nazis os noN fully told . General Patton must know it as 

ell as an one else. Their brutality and their bestialit nd t :eir conspirac 
c ion against t e ~orld that has been full authenticated. The shave been 

o~ened to uasa e es of the orld an their he rts ave been photo~ra hed and 

screened - all t e shockin horrors and de r vity. t this very moment Josef ramer 
commander of one of the conce tratlon cams and 44 of his accomplices are on tries. 
The full story of their sadism is bein0 told. The lans t e azis for domLnating 
the orld, hat the intende to do for one peo le is baJed on doc ent .... 

et n im ortant Americun co an er is not at all im res e by all that. He is convinced 
th t t . e di.f"ference bet een the Nazis an anti- azis is only such a difference ich 
exists bet een the Re ublican and emocr tlc Parties in the Unit St·tes. Those 

are his ords. He does no s e otorious azis should not be ke tin office. 

If Germ·n is not to be completel de-nazi ied -- .hat have e fought this 
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Nar for? •hat hope i s there ever for a democr tic Ge 

Europe-Z 

y or for a peaceful 

Patton isn't t he only one, among t he hi h pla-ed militar fi ~ures, among 

sections of our peo le. Many Americans are forgetting ~hat t~e are f·ghting for. 

e are told t hat our sol iers in Ge n are r a t rnizin it the Nazis, as a 

result of ich the have come to hate not the Nazis, but t he~ victims of the 

Nazis, those horn t~e azis sou ht to victimize. They are being indoctrinated 

. i t h Nazi ropa an a , hatred of the Soviet nd hatred of the Je. The, are coming 

tot ink that the German folk are all fine people and that all the a~rocit stories 

about t ..:1em are just so much rop anda. 

Some ericans, some thoughtful Americ~ns ~ave be unto wonder what ill 

kJt ha en hen the sol· iers return to our shores. at is it the ill bring 

back with them - a assion for Democracy? or a assi n for Fascism? 

At Potsdam the three great owers agreed ~t er an 's ar otential should 

be destroyed, -: hat German should be rendered inc pable of ever aging • ar. The 

only way· to insure that is to remove all heavy industr from German an to destro 

its il international ~artels. Some American industrialists ho are top men t day 

in the control of Gernan, with t e aid of some of our mi itar, nave acted 

uite other-:lise. The are eager to do business rl th German . And of ¥hat concerns 

are philoso hies and ideolo~ies to reburn Nazism wen business and rofit are 

involv d. And so no machinery, no machine tools have as yet been removed from 

the American zone of occu~a tion an it is uite conceiv ble t~ t Ge n mono olies 

re bein0 nursed back to life with the aid of merican indu~trialists and militarists. 

During the ar it as said time d ain th t t e United Nat· ons ould have 

to s t in Germany for a lon0 riod of time forr--education of t he yout of Ge n 

t see t hat Ge never again becomes Prussi nized to a e ree t h tit as in 

t e last fe generations. The talk toda is th t t he eric armies will 

ithdr from Ger an it in a fe onths. 
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h~t as the storm ~ignal of the coming attac. upon the free .orld. ~lh~t 

as the stor signal announcing the co ing of the econ :orlrl ar, 1'1ich the -;orld 

chos to ignore ten, fifteen ears ago? 'hr.t as Hitler's chief wea on in his 

amazing progress in Europe? Anti-Semitismt How did he succeed and :i t u t did 

he succeed in ois ing the uinds oft e .eo le in uroQe? Vith Anti-Semitismt 

hen reaction begins its eath march in the t orld, "hat is inscribed upon its proud 

banner? •h the hatred of the Jew. The r against azi an Fascism is over. 

Nazism and Fascism h6.ve been crushed in t e battle. But anti-Semitism • s nd been 

crished. Anti-Semitism is still ram~ant in Euro e, in the v ry countries , ich ho.d 

been under the heel of the Nazis, rhich had been liberated b democratic p rties. 

It is uoted that th-re are no more than 90,000 Je,rn left out of 3,000,000 

before the ar. The Polish eople suffered terribl at the ands of azi invaders. 

The Polish peo le kne how the azis used Ant·-·emitism during the ears bet een the 

two orld wars to distrupt the unity of Poland d re re it for' eavy con uest 

at the hands of the people. Yet f"ve months r fter the ar on, years of inci ents 

of pogroms, in spite of the f act that Polish Government has invited them back, 

olish Jes of", themselves today in Ge lan c ncentration camps refuse to o 

bac to Paland, because the know how poisoned they are ith anti- emitism. 

Czechoslova ·a, a very fine, free liberal country, hose government sand 

isanong the most democratic liberal governm nts in Europe - yet ev r day ou 

raad that Jes in Slovakia, re atriated Jews are being attacked and thro.m out of 

towns b membe s of the Faecist Hlein a Guards .. 

olland in that on erful little countrT hich h s been a refu e f the 

spirit of man for generations - th re as actually no anti-Semitism before the · 

' ar. Dute orr·cials ex ressed concern over the ira-easin0 trend toward anti-

Semitism in Holland ich is attributed to Ge • n pro aganda solely. Fer t e irst 

time in t countr 's • story the peo"' le h ve beco,ne r ce conscious. • Peo"' le ho 

be ore the ar re friendl with Jes, now turn ain t t hem. It is noti e le 
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ever- ,here . Our officials had meetings in m n cases rnre able to convince t·.em 

that onl Nazis think that way ." 

And in France where the hatred of the German is so intense, the hatred of 

anti-8emitism is not at all le~sened. In many instances rench peo~le ill not 

permit the restoration of property tot' eir original Je ish o ners. There is rioting 

and demons tr tion against t!le return to the J e s of .. hat is rightfully theirs . 

No Hitlerism is not dead. Hitl9r may be dead. "But the evil that men do 

lives after them." Hitler isn I t ead. This war did not put an end to anti

Semitism in Euro e, or the survivors, the Jewish survivors of Europe ,ould not be 

clamoring to get a~ay from the continent at all costs. 

Recently t ere as resented to the Presi ent of the United States a 

re ort on the condition of 4 ,he displaced persons fu Europe - by Dean Earl 

Harrison. He was authorized by the Presi ent tom ke an obj~ctive and sceitnfic 

study of the actual displace ersons in Europe. That report has since been made 

public. That report tells of the miserable conditions which still exist in the 

concentration cai.ps of Germany. That report tells of the desperate hope of many 

of these~ displaced ersons to et a ay. And that report recommend s that it be 

made immediately possible for at least 100,000 of them to get a a from the 

concentr&tion cams of Euro e to migrd.te to Palestine. The re·ort continues: 

"The main solution, in m as the onl real solution of the problem lies.in 

the uick evacuction of all non-re atr·· le Jes in Germ n 

,ish it to Palest ine." 

nd Austri·, - ho 

In the l ast fe d· , I erson' ly received cab es fro Europe . ere is 

one sent b the Presiden of Je.ish Gemeinde of Berlin: "Jes no ; in erlin 

co rise remn· t olish ' d Ge ,.. n Jevr- ,, lead op ort it enter Pa estine . Our 

fanilies urd red, life sees futile. Eretz Yisr·el onl hoe . Plese rescue us." 

The wish to be rescued. 

This is from .ajar Judah avid, Je ish Chaolain ho is servin • th . 
General E·senho er on t e roblem of Je ish is laced ersons. He cabled me three 
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da s a o: HAfter a surve of Jewish dis laced ersons in the cams of the American 

zone in Europe, I find ml r an overv.helmin desire to o to Palestine. Conservative 

estimate 80 perce t these remn nts of Euro1>ean Je r ... livin onl, for the da-.; . hen 

Palestine's doors ill be o ened." 

A cable fro Ca t-- in Jose h La11dau: "Have just s ent imchas ora vdth 

three hur:rlred children some recentl concentration cams remainder or taned azi 

besti&lit - I fine y,ell behaved chil ren ho must be saved. They asked or 

home Palestine. Please help them." 

This from an American social worker ong the dis laced persons in German: 

nJe.:s here des erate . qorrible conditions. All good material for P&l stire . Anxious 

to go there. Do our utmost save them. Othervise they 1ill erish." 

This oes not loo 'St o ht Hitleris ere ead i Euro e or that t.is 

great victor of the United Nations h s ~rought a se e of eace and securit - to our 

unfortunate brothers over t.~re. When this re~ort of Dea Harrison w ~ resented 

to th Presi nt af t e United St· tes, r . Trur a ,as dee l oved b r it and J 

dispatched forth it two letters, one to Gener'l Eisenhower orderi him to see that 

the cond"tions in the concentrafun caps be· ediately im roved, hicr. I unders and , 

has since been, to a large degree , attended to. The other ·s a letter hich he 

sent to Prime inister Att ee re uesting r.im to m·ke Lanediatel ·vail~ble 100,000 

certificate so that t e Je\ from these concentration cams 65, 000 of ·horn 

·re . till in the American ~one of occu ation -- be enab ed • ediate1, to o to 

Palesti e. In fact I am tola. when he read the re ort hes id: "100.000? hy 

not 200,000? 

Thee is the danger, ho ever -- such is the temper of our ~rld toda 

tha.t even this itarian peal of the President of the United St--tes to the 

Prome inis ter of Great Britain 1hich country hold the 

si ply n solel ~ creat d to facilit·te Je ish 

mi
0
h be turned down . 

nd te over Palestine 

• r tion into Palestine 
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I had the rivile e of speatlng with President T an a ee ago esterday 

at tr.e hite House. I e · ressed our ratitude to him for the fort.ri 0 ht h ~n re st 

which he had made - the first forthright act to ameliorate t he pli ·ht of the Je1s 

of Europe to emanate ro the 1hite House in man, m n 1 a ·er. Because up to recentl 

e h~ve had to content ourselves with romises nd kind ords ver ittle else 

from the Head of our 5over 1ent . I asked him whether he felt t i.J.t his re uest 

for 100,000 certific~tes would be gr~nted. He said that he was verJ ho eful. 

He understood clearly th· t even if ranted, even if 100,000 were allo ed to go 

thee, it is not the solution to the roblem. He spoke of this as the first step. 
• can not 

Beca se it is clear that/the Jews of Europe/go back to the old st tus 1i,hich was 

theirs between the to orld wars a defenseless minority - - wit no constitutional 

gu· rs. tees, subject to the attacks to -hich the J e.vish minorities ere subjected to 

all throu h the enerations. Durig the war, the riti h ar ies vho found t emselves 

completely beaten and had to flee from Dunkirk, ere ble to flee because the had 
\ 

a countr • to go back to. Having one lack to their base, theJ ere able to find 

themselves and fi ht back to ultimate victor. The Jews of Euro e, durin the s· e 

war , also bad to flee from uro e because of the Nazi threat of annihilation. The 

did not .. ave a 11it countr ~ to return to. However, the country which the ~ had 

reared for e rs for ·ust such an eventuality • s shut a ~inst them b ~ the 

British so thrt they could not esca.e from the continent of Europe. Six million 

oft em had to sta there and be done to death in gas chambers -- s· million of them 

erished. It is im ortant for the Jes to bear t ·s fact in mind. Rescue ork and 

relief work are ver important. But theJ are no solution of •he Je ish roblem. 

The Je Tish problem is the roble of the national homelessness of e J e ish people 

hich has brought time and a in traged and suf ering to them in mediev 1 and 

modern times, in back ard and modern countries -- it makes no dif.erence. That 

roblem of ation 1 homeless can be solved onl through the es blis en of a 
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n&tional home i ht do for the Jews/ England did or the British .rmies in the 

var -- a place of refu e, ~pace here tney dll be able to go o as their r~bht , 

ihich is t' e ri5ht of ever~ erson -- a ooe of thair 01m. I elieve taat the 

re-ident o t he United St tes un er ·tan sit fully, just as his ~redecessors 

un erstoo it fully when the, declared time nd again th.:;.. t t' e.,' fav red e ish 

Coillm.on realth , just s t'1e l e islators in Convress e\.,;l red them:--elves in ~ vor 

of it and just as the AmericEn pco le un eustan s an s3--m ~t izes. Unfortunat 

e h ve not et b"en able to ersuade Gre t Brit in to fulfill i s obli ations 
I , 

to rem vet e obotacles in t:e wa ,hie it has laced of its realization. To ay 

British ships are atr~llin~ the aters off tae s. ores of Palestine . Wh? Briti h 

ships, eric n ships should e used at tis time to transJort t~e e tr gic 11 

• erable un ortunate ~eoJle from the concentration cam~s of Euro)- t0 P~le~tine 

inste do ,hie ritish battles~i s are no p • i16 t 1 e . a ters to see th:: t 

no Jeiish refugees ille~ally enter the countr, shot·~ lon· t~e order'"' o 

Palestine ut t'-ie ..,e refugees "ho are, accord · '30 to Br·tisn nom ncluture, i- .egally 

enterin~ Palest·n . The~e i~ no ille al entr. Th re s no illeg~1 entry . ery 

Jew o_s th3re morall an l 3gall because they ·v to ~o there. The ' aitlng 

by the tens of thousr sand t' e are ex oiting eve means to et~ ere . 

I ret rn to my major t eme - is Hi tleri:·m dead? Oh, no. e i not ea . 

The c..nc-er i o :::till here . And he r al da.nuer 1~ t t Ne iill lo. e our ear of 
• 

it and e are relaxing. re are no lon0 er on t e alert. .,9 c1.re or ettin0 ' at it 

ms in practise . Th- n0 ~r i s th t t'e an cult fires .a r a__,uin be r ne e in 

the world . Anti e itis is till here . e d·strust t'iic11 t'le 1~a3is tim late 

bet een t e ,es t rn o ers and the Sov· et Union is still h re . I believe it as 

res onsi· le or t e rea' o of the conference of Farei7n ini ters . It as 
• 

serious br .. ak o • I be • eve that if this rift is ... er· i tted t con tin e • gro 

th~t t e ev·1 e ius of Fascis il e c e in fr m the ottle nd ill b ac-en 

aga h 0 • The orld t a , :th frien , i ve eli ely an d n erousl 

oised . The Germ 
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That means t 1e reur ani~ation o the Continent o . Euro e . The ,Ta D-nese Em ire 

nas fallen. That means t e reor~anization of Paci~ic .or con ence . The 

atomc bomb c e into t e icture, hich means t e reorg niz tion oft et inkin0 

of the ole orl , 0f nearl ever·, conce • vable roblem . ritain a lesoer o er 

in tha orld toda . 

orl. 

ussi~ 1as been acce}ted as one o_ the ~r O'V- s o the 

Al t ese facts men that thee ill be a reor6aniz~tion & shar) re-or~anization 

rrau0 ht it' s Lering 11ich ill o fer ever o ""ortunit or isun~erstandings, 

for duture demo agues . hat is calle or is t' e eepest isdom and the reate t 

~atience ~n the most cour~geous states~anshi on the rt of t.i.~e le ers of 

free eoples of the e'rth, _or the ighest realism hich is the realism of the 

s irit al. t cal s or the ~ve a 0 e 'D , o oves freedom never to for et 

Hitleri m, never th cease to dread it , nev r to rel x in its atience , never to 

uolerate any of its an · estations , for the ar a t the est is not vet over . 

The war Uf)On Judaeo-Christian i s b r no meand,;, ended . The ne....:t ten t:nent 

thirt ears is hen a new orld ;ill be fashione . The ne society . It is urino-o 

~hese formative critical an dangers , that lovers of freedom must be on t e ~1ert 

not to tolerate an act an state ;hich h sin it an infe~ence or the bre th of 

t e trade of ~hat we kno to be Hi le ism . 



') ~M~ - 5 P'.4 ~ ...t.~ j lJ "'- "'> ~... )\A d.cl.L; ll O ~~~ (! 

..!>~ ~ it; ~ IN\ ~ _ ,e. ~-<» - F,.{U - B,·J..·1-

M~, .. l. 1 ~- Svd_ ~ ~ ~-

~ c....u.-u>""Y'IVI-~ _ ~• v,-l w l tt-- T,..., t'::J ,-.,.: - N. ~~ 

:t./ B"T cl VJ r LttL ~ .... ~ o-t-il ~-
~J ,.~ k !>4;~ ·- ~:Q. 

~ ltJ..j, ~- \-!,~ - c_ II~~ :r-J.;( 
~"' 1 J. ~ rtdJ ~ - ~ ...JJ )4:: ~ ~-~ 
9j\\- ~\'M\a\ ~ ~-~~--~fl~.-~ 

' ~ - ~ p.µ ~ ~ -~ 
.... fJfr ~}] /JI~·- -

J J. '1vi ~ A>.., • 0v I ~ - ~ l, vJ} LJ -

~ - - \And,. \bk- _'Pu•Jw> ~J.i7-

{D ~ 7 :s-~ V f. . --~ .)wj{.t r, ~ -
f · ~- 5'· Pc ~ ~ ~,,,_ - L..- Vta'!if-J-

S~ ~ *-~ _ LU·~ -~~ ~ 
" ~ ~ t ~~. _ rvi ~~ -
?~_ 

4..~ ~- ~--Y"M '4i~J,,._ 0 ,;,,,,,~ - ·-----~ 
~o~ NY?:- ~ - ~~ 





Cl.Ass OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable· 
gram unless its de• 
ferred character is in• 
dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. A. N. WILLIAMS 

PRESIDENT 

NL-Night Letter 

The filing time showo in the date line on tele1?rams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at ooint of oril!'in. Time nf ...,,.,,;nt ;., ~TA Mn A Rn rrTM"R .,,. '"lint of destination 

• f BS2h? I NTL=CD Af,1S ETA VIA ~1ACKAY RADIO 34 30 2145 

VLT A BA HILLEL SI VER 
C / 0 r~ ASS ., E E T I ~ G -~AD I S O 1 S Q U A.RE GA fl DE r· E 'J y OR I{= 

JE \'JS HERE D-SPERAT A=aiiOR~BLE corDITION ALL GOOD i'I ATERIAL 

FOR PAL STl~E A XIOUS GO THERE DO YOUR UTlv1 0ST SAVE T EM 

OTHE 1/ ISE WILL PERISH= 

=HELEN TA NENBAU ~. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUOOEBTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCER'1INO ITS SERVICE 
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Cl.Ass OF SER VICE 1201 SYMBOLS 

-
This is a full-rate DL•Day Letter WESTERN 

TclegTam or Cable-

UN I 0 NL•Niaht Letter 

,:
am unless its de• (3 5) rred character is in- LC• Deferred Cable 

dicated by a suit.able N . 
symbol above or pre- p .:31 PM () 

NLT•Cable Nicht Letter 
ceding the address: A . N . WILLIAMS 3~ PRESIDEN-Y 

Ship Radiocram 

. .. -The filing time :;howD lD the date line on telegrams and dav letters IS STANDARD 'l'TMR A t nnmt nf "'"""" ......... n~ ...,.,..,;,_+ -~ <:1'1'11. 1'TT'\" on 'l'TMF. Jl.t. no;nt of d~twation 

NBS261 I ~~ TL=CD A~\' ETA VI A fv1 Cl AY RADIO 48 30 2145 

VLT ABBA HI LEL SILVE = 
=C/0 \A ASS AEETJ JG AD J SO SQUARE GARD ~1 1 E 'J YORKCI TY= 

HAVE J us T S PE N T S I ~Jl CH AS TOR A : ~ ' I T r TH RE c- HU l D ED C I DRE f J 

s OME RECENTL y co r'CEf· TRA Tl or CAnPS E\,A I r DER ORPHA 1! D NAZ f 

BESTIALITY STOP Fl i'E 1ELL BEH1VED CHILDRE \~ 0 J UST BE 

SAVED THEY AD'ED FOR HO~E PALESTl1 E PLEASE HELP THEM= 

CAPTIA P JOSEPH LA 1 DOW. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CO:N"CER::-UNO ITS SERVICE 



CA13LEGBAM TO DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND DR. STEPHEN S. WIS:E, 
JO.INT CHAIBMJN OF THE AMERICAN . ZIO?-.TJ:ST :BMERGENOY COU.UOIL, 

FROM THE PRESIDE1~ OF THE JEWISH <1.EMEINDE ( COMMUNITY) OF :SERL !H 

JEWS Nm·r IN :SEm.,IlT COMPRISE REMNANT POLISH . ( and) GERMAN JEWRY' PLEAD OPPORTUlUTY 

EliTER PALESTINE stop OUR F.AMILIES MURDERED, LIFE SEEMS FUTILE, EBETZ YISP..AEL 

(Palestine) ONLY HOPE stop PLEASE RESCUE US 

Erl ch K elha.ns 
• President, Jewish Gemeinde, Berlin 

0A13JiF.C'tB~ TO DR. A1JBA HILLEL SILVEE AND DR. 5'TEPHEH s .. WISE, 
JOINT CHAIRMEN OF TH:E .AMERICAN ZIOUIST E~,ffii'RGENCY cou~~CIL, 

FROM MAJOR JUD.Ali NAJJICii, JEvtlSH CHAPLAIN SERVING AS ADVISER TO 
GEl.1EIW. EISENHOWER ON THE ~OBLEM OF JE~wISH DISPLACED PEliSONS 

AFTER SURVEY VISITS ALL JEWISH DISPLACED PERSONS (in) CAMPS (of) AMERICAN ZONE 

(in) GERl!JiliY, FIWD OVER~iHELMING MAJORITY DESIRE IMMIGRATION (to) ERETZ YISBilL 

(Palestine). CONSERVATIVE ESTIMA'l!E EIGHTY PERCENT stop THESE REUNANTS (of) 

EUROPEAN JE~•RY LIVE ONLY FOR DAY PALESTINE OOORS OPEN 

Judah Nadich 



the progressive parties, which are daily growing in power and 
influence, are implacably opposed to it. Nevertheless the French 
Government. which had intended, if the report is correct, to brinu 
12,000 Frenchmen to trial for their persecution of the Jews during 
the Nazi regime, dropp d the proposal when they were advi d that, 
in view of the preval nt antisemitism, the result would be a grav 
disturbance to the public peace. Whether the proposal was good 
or bad is not the point: I personally think it bad : but what is dis-
turbing is the rea~on for its abandonment. • 

Again, last year some 40,000 Frenchmen, to whom small Jewish 
businesses had been handed over during the German occupation, 
formed themselves into a "protective association" to oppose any 
order for the return of these businesses to their Jewish owners. 
Early in the New Y ar, after interv ntions by d legates of the 
FYont National as well as by Socialist and Communist spokesmen 
in the Consultative Assemblv, M. Adrien Tixi r, Minist r of the 
Interior, proposed to the Cabinet that this association, and anoth r 
of similar type, should be dissolved : they were charged with claim
ing that the Vichy laws were regular and that the present law could 
have no retroactive eff ct, and with having formed flying squads to 
protect their inter st , if n ed be by force. That the a ociation 
were dissolved is a matter for atisfaction; but the very fact of their 
formation points to a problem that may b come increasingly grave 
throughout Europe. And just as I am writing this on May 21 t the 
following a pp ars in th Daily Herald : 

•• Anti-Jewish • shock groups' ha e been organised in Paris, 
prepared to use force if necessary to pr vent the reinstatement of 
Jewish families in homes from which hey had been evicted under 
the German occupation. 

"This was revealed when police at the week-end swooped on 
two a sociations for the defence of tenants' rights. 

•• The police action followed riots alleged to have been incited 
by these two associations, called ' The revival of the ·Fr nch home ' 
and 'The tenants of good faith: against the reinstatement of Jews 
in their former Paris horn s and the eviction of people who had 
replaced them as tenants in the interim. 

'
1 The Prefecture ot Police states that every measure will be 

taken to prevent similar antisemitic d monstrations in the future.'' 

But. however energetically the police may act, there can be 
no doubt that these d monstrations are having some success: a 
high official just returned from the continent reports that in France 
few Jews have yet been able to recover their flats and businesses, 
and that there have been cases of Jews securing a Court dir ction 
for the reoccupation of their flats but b ing unable to avail them
selves of it owing to the threatening attitude of neighbours and 
the mob. 

A similar phenomenon is to be observed throughout what was 
tormerly Nazi-occupied or quisling Europe. The plea by Jew 
for the return of their property has so far met, almost every-
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where, with little or no response. In country after country those 
in possession have organised themselves for the defence of their 
gains, arguing that the Jews should be indemnified by the public 
exchequer, but not at their expense. Many of the Governments in 
liberated territories have been chary of adopting drastic measures, 
fearing that these might result in antisemitic outbreaks which would 
upset the precarious balance of the regimes. Where legislative 
mea ures have nevertheless been enacted,. they have often been 
rendered almost valueless either by the exemption of large groups 
or by the payment of indemnities in valueless currency or un• 
realisable debentures. In one of the overrun countries there had 
been, before the Nazi occupation, an orphanage for Jewish children. 
After the liberation it was requisitioned by the local authorities for 
administrative needs; and when the survivors of the Jewish com
munity attempted to recover it for its former and now so urgent 
purpose. the request, or so it is reported, was refused. 

That there has been a virulent growth of antisemitism through
out Europe. quite apart from this special hostility to which any 
attempt by Jews to recover their homes and property must give 
rise, cannot for a moment be questioned. For twelve years thew.hole 
continent has been submitted to a barrage of antisemitic propa
ganda. Many have resisted it, and have proved their immunity. 
even in Germany, by noble and dangerous acts, of succour to their 
Jewish friends. But in ou.r present :stage of psychological and 
intellectual development the majo1rity simply cannot fail to be 
influenced by a propaganda so cunning and so long sustained ; and 
it would have been naif to imagine that, me.rely because Nazism had 
been defeated, a very ,great deal of antisemitic feeling would not 
remain. Moreover, the Nazis used this propaganda for a special 
as well as for a general purpose: relying everywhere on Jew-baiting 
to deflect the hatred of the suppressed nations from themselves. they 
have sown a seed of racial discord which may bear bitter fruit 
for many generations to come. It is of tragic significance that even 
in Western countries men and women who refused to have anything 
to do with Jew-baiting during the Nazi regime are now succumbing. 
According to a report in the Mancheste, Guard'ian of April 23rd, 
with a San Francisco date-line : 

.. Dutch officials expressed C'Oncem to-day over the increasing 
trend towards antisemitism in Holland, which is attributed solely 
to German propaganda. Mr. A. A. Pelt, one of the Netherb.nds 
delegation. said that tor the first time in the country•s history the 
people have become race conscious. 

•••People who before the war were friendly with Jews have 
now turned against them: he said. .' It is noticeable everywhere. 
Our officials had meetings and in many cases were able to convince 
them that only Nazis think that way.' ·• 

* • * • * 
U there are disquieting features about the position even in the 

West. then in the East all is darkness and tragedy. Most of the 
Jewish survivors are in utter .penury. The majority depend on 
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