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THE BOOK THLT SH u>ED A NEW ERA 

The Je ish orld Commemorates This ee, the Fiftieth 
Anniversar of Dr. Theodore Herzl's Epoch- aki ng Book, 

"The Je. 1ish State . " 

4 

B 
Dr . Abba Hill el Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sund~y morning , Febru ry 17, 1946 



Fifty years, ago, dear friends, Dr. Theodore Herzl rote a sma1 l volume 

called "Der Judenstadt". Seldom has such a small volume made such an impact on 

the life of our people. Around it raged ~ strong contest hich has continued to this 

day. This volume created a storm of controversy. Around this volume was ere ted 

a Jewish national movement. • ithin twenty years of its appear -nee, the central 

thesis of that little volume was accepted by the greatest empire on earth. And 

tod~y a vast agitation is going on all over the orld-on the one hand an e~fort 

to check, and oo t he other hand an effort to complete the progress of that idea 

to hich that little book gave eloquent expression . 

. ho rote it? What was the occasion for writing it? It ras written by 

a Viennese Jew of that typically assimilationist environment, of that charming, 

pleasure-loving Viennese atmosphere of those days. He was a Viennese Jew, a riter 

of plays, a journalist of an important Viennese ne s per, a doctor of Las, a 

member of the Vienna Bar, a man who was far removed from an vital concern of Jewish 

life, the Jenish life of his day , a man ho as not at all at home in Je ish 

life, Jewish thought or Jewish history or Je ish literature, a man not at all 

acquainted with the life of world Jewry of his day, articularl in the great 

centers of Je ish life of his day - in Eastern Europe. 

But kno ing all this about the man, you have described only part of the man. 

You have not indicated the source of the man's amazing, almost incomprehensible 

influence on other men. He as blessed Nith rare gifts. He ossessed a fascinating 

personality. He possessed a genius of authentic leadership and rare owers of 

organization, lanning. any oft e greatest among men fell under the spell of 

his personality, felt th enchantment of his dynamic vital being. One cannot 

dissociate dissociate Dr. Herzl's carrer and his achievements from the over-mastering 

f act of the man himsel.f, the princ ly bearing, the majestic character, the nigh 

inexhaustible wells of strength of tne m n. Here is how one riter describes 

the impact of the personality of Herzl upon himself hen he first saw him at the 

first Zionist Congress in Basles in 1897 when Dr. Herzl ·rose to deliver the first 
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inaugural address, as it ere, for this great assembly of rorld Je ry. This is the 

writer speaking. He was in the audience, atching Theodore Herzl: 

"Before me rose a marvellous and exalted fi ure, kin 1- in · bearing and 

stature, ith dee eyes in which could be read uiet majesty and unuttered sorrow .. 

It is a royal scion of the House of David, risen from among the dead, clothed in 

legend c:.nd fantasy and beaut. Everyone sat breathless, as if in the resence of 

a miracle ... And then ild applause broke out; for 15 minutest e delegates clapped, 

shouted and waved their handkerchiefs. The dream of 2000 year as on the oint 

of realizution; twas as if the essiah, son of David, confronted us; and I as 

sei~ed by an overpowering desire, in the midst of this storm of joy, to er out, 

loudly, for al l to hear - "Hail to the King!" 

Israel Zangwill, who as certainl not aman easily swept off his feet, comp~red 

Herzl to some "King of ancient Assyria," - the im ressiveness of his countenance, 

the majest of his bearing. 

This extraordinar man, charming, passionate and of deep humanity came upon 

this tragic Jewish problem in the prime of his lifeand at the height of his career, 

and it shook him to the very de ths of his soul. 

He had known anti-~emitism before. What Jew in Vienna, or Austria or 

el!e here had not? It had been spreading like a can~er through Western Europe, 

in Germany in the 17th and 18th centuries. In France Edouard Drummond ublished 

his infamous book "La France Juive" in 1885 hich in a way could have become the 

text for later day Nazi propaganda. In a ear over a hundred editions of this 

book ere published. In 1892 he published bis anti-Semitic news aper, La 

Libre Paris." He knew of ~nti-Semitism, like most of the Jews of his day _ 

He didn't take it very seriously. He looked u on it as mos t men did as a 

sort of anachronism, a survival of olden times u which was destined to pass 

away with continued groiing enlightenment. It was only a uestion of time. 

Te more advanced and civilized a country became, the less Jew hatred ould 

persist in th t country. There w·s really was no Jewish problem . That was the 
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the prevalent thought of himself and the enlightened Je . s of his da. Th~t was 

Herzl's thought. And then crune a few shattering disillusionments and forced Herzl 

to abandone his rather comfortable wishful thinking. 

In the early 90 1 s he found himself in Paris as the corres ond ent of the 

Viennese Paper, the "Neue Freie Presse," In 192 there broke upon Fr~nce, t he first 

of two greu.t scandals which ca e t o involve t he Jews. The first one had to do .. ith 

the collapse of the Panama Society. A company had been formed in France, founded 

by Ferdinand de Lesseps, the enginner of t he Suez Can~l. Millions of francs ere 

invested in that project by many oft ' small eo le of France, the small eople 

of France invested their savings in that project. That project, t hrough mismanagement 

and corruption, collapsed. A great cry went up in France. In this roject, the 

reactionary element, the clerical element had been very much interested. The were 

coming under very sev9re criticism and attack. hereupon the~ did hat anti-Semites 

do at all times. They sought to turn away the nimous of the population from 

themselves to a minority which could be easily held responsible, hich could be 

the scapegoat of that misfortmie. The Jewish group offers itself readily because 

it is a minority, and so while no Jews were involved and had nothing to do with 

it, the Jews of ranee came to be blamed fort ·s economic disaster just as nati­

Semites later in Germany and in this country came to blame t he Jews for economic 

depression and economic misforttllle. 

Herzl as a key newspaper observan, saw this developing anti-Semitism in 

France and hcr:; the Jews • ere being victimized. Then it began to dawn on him 

that ther e is a Je ish question. There is no doubt about it. Those who deny 

it are 1rong. But he, as et, had no sol tion. In fact t he first solution which 

occurred to him was (a) t hat the Jews in Germany should ally temselves ith the 

espousal of Socialism, and as far as the Austrian Jes ,ere concerned, to convert 

to Catholicism thereby in one stroke dissolving the Je ish uestion. There as 

ferment going on in the mind of Herzl. He as restlin "th the problem. 
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The first ositive 1restlin ith the roblem is manifested in his pla 

hich he wrote at that time called "The Ne Ghetto" in hich he dramatically analyzes 

t e problem of Jewish -non-Jewish relationships - all its entanglements, and 1hile 

he does not arrive at the conclusion at hich he later arrives, he is true to himself 

a.nd he fights for his dignity and his freedo. He asserts himself. He is no 

lonver the escapist, running a a from the problem. He no s eaks of the mandate 

of the Jews to fight for their dignity. 

hen, in December, 1894, there broke the Dreyfus fair of w. ich ou are all 

familiar - the trial , the condemnation, the degradation of this innocent man, this 

French patriot. He zl heard the cries around the courtroom and on the d ~ of 

Dre fus' degradation : "Death to the Jes, Death to Dr "yfusi" 

~hus Herzl began to think. "In Republican, modern, civilized irance, 

a hundred years after the Declaration of the rli~hts f an, the French ~eople, or 

at any rate, the greater part of the irench eople, does not ~mnt to extend the rights 

of man to J e ', s. The edict of the great Rev lution h s been revoked . " 

He fut.her ites: "Until that time, most of us believed (1899) thc..t the solution 

of the Jewish uestion as to be atiently aited for as pa.rt of the eneral development 

of mankind. But hen a peo le which in every other res.ect is so progressive and 

so hi0 hly civilized can take such a turn, what are e to expect from other peoples, 

which have not even at ained the level which France attained a hwxired years ago?" 

"And Herzl, the honest thinker, the searcher after truth, moves for ard to the 

inevitable conclusions hich he incor orates a year and· half later in th t little 

book, "Judenstadt." - an attempt at a modem. solution to the Je ish uestion. 

He said that when he ote it - it is really not a book, it is a 

-- • .. nd he wrote it tm er terrific emotional stress -"he felt the flutter of eagle's 

winus over his head." 0 

What is the thesis of this book, "The Je ish State?" It is a very simple 

one. The Je s are a people - not a religious sect hose . roblem can e solved by 
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In 1882 the Je ish Dr. Leo Pinsker, of Odessa, rote nother impressive 

book in hich nearl all the ideals of Herzl's "Je ish State" are incorporated -

" uto-Em cipation". following the bloody _t>ogroms of Russia in 1881 hich shook 

Russian intelligentsia free of its thinking tn t the ~roblem oft e Jes in Russia 

can be solved by enlightenment and self-emanci ~tion. Dr. Pinsker insists 

that the roblem can be solved onl as the Jew himself liberates himself, establishes 

imself as an independent nation on his own land. As a result of the pogroms of 

the early 80 's in Russia, a ovement kno as 11Auto-Zion" spread t oughout hUBia 

and the first colonies ere established in Pc.1.le tine. By the time Theodore Herzl 

rote his book, some eighteen colonies ere already established. But all this was 
sort of 

on a very smal cale. The ·mole movecient of "Little Zion 11 as/marking time hen 

Herzl ap eared. 

The cope, the international political vision ·asn 't there. Nor as the 

driving po er of dynamic lea~ership. Herzl di not knoil about Zionism. He had 

not red Pinsker's volume, nor Hess' volume. He arrived ~t _is d conclusions 

through his o·m s iritual honest, through his own estling with t he thou ht. 

In this book, Dr. Herzl sug0 ests as of carrying out his plan. He sug ests 

first of all the creation of a "Society of Jes," which ould becom the legal 

s okesman and l egal representative of the Jews to negotiate for them. There did 

not exist an organized body to represent them. He wished to create it. It as 

originally named "Pioneer Jes. It was to s eak for it, make~ proaches to 

governments for. t ·vas to obtain a terri tor ith Sovereign title to it, not a 

place to 1hich Jes could immi5rate - in his day there were immi ration op ortllllities 

eve~ywhere in the orld, in America, in SouthAmerica. He was inking in terms of 

a land over which the J ~ ish people ould have soverei0 nty, because he said 

and here again he sho s a prophetic gras of the roblem - "other ·ise, the 

overnment under ressure of the 1oc 1 po ulation, which would feel itself threatened 

. 
b the immi0 ration, ou.ld t e father influx of Jes. Emi ration cant erefore 

have sense onl hen ·th s as its foundation our • 
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religious emancipation or by apostasy. Tbe Jews are a people . They cannot 

assimilate because the world dll not permit it to assimilate. Here and there 
not 

a Jew can escape -- but/a eople. It cannot escape. That people creates because 

of its position as Ll. minority an unfavorable reaction l'lhich ex resses itself in what 

we call anti-Semitism . Anti-~emitism will not be liquidated by enlightened social 

progress . The Jewish question will have to be a national uestion and can only 

be solved nationally and politically -- that is through the establishment of the 

Jewish state. Let .me read you his own ords. The little introduction certainly 

re uires no improvement. In the introduction to his book he ~ites : 

"The Jewish question still exists. It would be foolish to deny it. It is 

a remnant of the Middle Ages, which civilized na tions do not even yet seem able to 

shake off, try as they will . They certainly showed a generous desire to do so ··1hen 

they emancipated us. The Jewish · uestion exists wherever Jews live· in perceptible 

numbers. 'fuere it does not exist, it is carried by J ews in the course of their 

migrations. e naturally move to those places where we are not persecuted, and there 

our presence produces persecution . This i s the case in every country , and will 

remain so, even in those highly civilized -- for instance France - till the Jewish 

question finds a solution on a political basis. The unfortunate Jews are now 

carrying anti-8emitism into England; they have already introduced it into America . 

"I believe that I understand anti-Semitism, hich is really a highly complex 

movement. I consider it from a Jewish standpoint, yet without fear or hatred . I 

believe that I can see v1hat elements there are in it of vulgar sport, of common 

trade jealousy, of inherited prejudice , of religious intolerance, and also of 

pretended self-defence. I think the Jewish uestion is no more a social than a religious 

one, notwithstanding that it sometimes tkes these and other forms. It is a national 

question , which can only be solved by making it a political world- question to be 

discussed and settled by the civilized nations of the 11orld in council." 

l 
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Please note ho; pro hetic these words are spoken fifty ~rs ago . 

"7/e are a eo le one eo le. 

"e have honestl endeavored ever here to merge ourselves in the soc·a. ife 

of surrounding communities and to preserve only the f•ith of our fathers . . e are 

not permitted to do so. In vain are rn loral patriots, our lo/alt in some places 

runing to extremes; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and roperty as 

our fello -citizens; in va.in do we strive to increase the fame of our native land in 

science and art, or her ealth b trade an native land in science and art, or her 

vealth by trade and commerce. In countries where e have lived for centuries we 

are still cried do m as strangers, and often b those .1hose ancestors ere not yet 

domiciled in the land ·here Jes had already had ex erience of suffering. The 

majorit may ecide ·hich are the strangers; for this, as indeed ever point hich 

arises in the relations be~ een nations, is a uestion of mibht. I do not here 

surrender hy portion of our presc iptive right, ,hen make this statement ffie ely 

in m o name as an individu 1. In the •. orld as it now is an for an indefinite 

period rill probabl remain, might procedes right. It is useless, therefore, for us 

to be loyal p triots, as e,e the Huguenots ,ho ~ere forced to emigrate. If we could 

only be left in peace .... " 

"But I think e shall not be left in eace ." 

Now, of course, Dr. Herzl as not the first to have arrived at these 

conclusions. The r e was really nothing novel about it. The J e ish people on the 

ve da that the ere exiled from Palestine entertained these convictions nd 

these hopes . That is the meaning of the J e ish essianic hope, the rebuilding of 

the Jewish n ... tion in its historic land. 

In 1862, oses Hess, also of ·estern Europe, ote a book hich made a great 

impression in J iish life, "Rome and Jerusalem" in hich he elo:uently postul tes 

or estern Jes in thesis - a Je ish n tion through re-establishin as a na ion 

among nations of the orld and in Palestine - other ise our problem ill never bp solved. 
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In 1882 the Je ish Dr. Leo Pinsker, of Odessa, wrote nother impressive 

book in which nearl all the ideals of Herzl's "JevVish State" are incorporated -

11Auto-Emancipation 11 following the bloody pogroms of Russia in 1881 hich shook 

Russian intelligentsia free of its thinking that the problem of the Jews in Russia 

can be solved by enlightenment and self-emancipation. Dr. Pinsker insists 

that the roblem can be solved only as the Jew himself liberates himself , establishes 

himself as an independent nation on his own land. As a result of the ogroms of 

the early 80 's in Russia, a movement known as · 11 .auto-Zion" spread throughout 1:iu1da 

and the first colonies were established in Pale tine. By the time Theodore Herzl 

wrote his book, some eighteen colonies ere already established. But all this was 
sort of 

on a very sma.l scale . The ,;\!hole movement of "Little Zion" was/marking time 1,;hen 

Herzl ap eared. 

The scope , the international political vision &Sn 1 t there. Nor as the 

driving power of dynamic leaciership. Herzl did not know about Zionism. He had 

not re~d Pinsker 1 s volume, nor Hess' volume. He arrived at is d conclusions 

through his ovm s iritual honest, through his own estling with the thought. 

In this book, Dr. Herzl suggests as of carrying out his plan. He sug ,ests 

first of all the creation of a "Society of Jews," which ~vould becomethe legal 

spokesman and legal representative of the Jews to negotiate for them. There did 

not exist an organized body to represent them. He wished to create it. It was 

originally named "Pioneer Jews. It was to s eak for it, make ~pproaches ·to 

governments for. 1 t vas to obtain a territory with Sovereign title to it, not a 

lace to which Jews could immi5rate - in his day there were immigration op ortunities 

everywhere in the orld, in America , in SouthAmerica. He was thinking in terms of 

a land over hich the J 9wish people would have sovereignty, because he said 

and here again he shows a prophetic gras of the problem - "other ise, the 

government under ressure of the local population, which would feel itself threatened 

b the immigration, would t e fa~ther influx of Jes. Emigration can therefore 

have sense onl when ·t has as its foundation our oS d s ,...,,.• ... •-, . II 
-..,J J.. • 
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And that conviction of Herzl is as valid tod~ as it 1as then . 

Then, along with the ~ocietJ of Jes, be sug ested the establishment of the 

Jewish Company hich would be the economic instrument for mi'lration and settlement 

after a territory with sovereign rights h d been ac uired b Je, s. 

I will not go into the details. y of the ideas are no longer relevant, 

but these are the broad outlines , nd these br oud outlines h~ve ~ersisted to 

this du. 

You can readil understand the rece tion of this book. He ·., s jeered at . It 

was called madness, a chime a . Herzl w s referred to as "King of the Je 'ls." 

In .~unich, unich, mind ou, Herzl's book as referred to as a 11 fei.nta stic 

dream of a • hose mind h.:.d been unhinged b Je .dsh e thusiasm." 

He was attacKed b orthodox Rabbis, Reform Rabbi s , b individuals -- all the 

arguments that persist today. an refused to livten. However , the masses 

listened to him. The st ents listened. Also so every im ortrnt Jewish 

personalities of that da . Max ordau l:is tened b.nd as ressed, ordau ho 

as an i nternational figure far reater t herzl in his da. Herzl, 1ith this 

group of follo~ers, in the face of this vast op osition be an to ork, beban 

-'- o challenge, began to rally the Je ish world. For eight ~e rs t his rare being 
l 

orked da and night. He called u on Sultans, ~inisters, statesmen , sultans, 

whenever the opportunity arose. He as driven b this ur enc 

to save the Jews from a tragedy hich mi ht be waiting them. 

hich he felt, 

doing 

In 1897 he succeeded in doin6 hat no one up to that time succeeded in 

calling to ether and convoking a congress of world Je~iry to discuss 

this project ,hich we find in this book. That as in 1897. Tent years 

passed and this chimera, this poltiic&l madness as written into a diplomatic 

document and signed in the name of the reatest government in the .iorld. In 918 

Great Britain accepted the thesis of this little book. Great ritain looked itb 

f·vor on the establishing of a Je ish home in Palestine and ledged itself to facilitate 



-9-

it. 

I would like to say much more, but I haven't the tµi e . Two t hings were 

true. His vision was correct in t wo ways. First, the destruction of astern 

Europe. Nobody ished for it. It came about as he foresa it. 1hut is left 

of estern Euro e~n Jewry is in the concentration camps. His vision came true 

in a more hopeful ay too. That little cwntry of Palestine , in his day esert, 

sparsely s ~ttled barren, fifty f ears later is a vigorous, creative Je ~ish 

community ,ith close on to seven hundred thousand souls, hundreds of colonies, 

settlements, schools, hospitals, orphanages, social a~encies, universities. 

Seven hundred thousand Jers -- no one could stop them. There ,as an irresistible 

historic force b~ck of them . That is hat the vision of a man can do to friends 

when there is truth in them. ~ithin eight ears he spent himself. is reat 

he rt broke. 

Herzl was .not a narrow political n~tionalist. Be ,as not a chauvenist. To 

him, as to all Zionists, nationalism is not the end to itself. The Jewish 

people has always lmown of other frontiers, be ond that ..... 

I conclude with th ~se ords of Dr. Herzl Jdmxx to indicate the .ualit of this 

vision, ~hich he called for in Zionism." s I understand it the:e is a striving 

for moral and spiritual ~erfection. "For in Zionism, ~s I understand it," he 

wrote three months before his death, "there is not only the strivin~ for a 

le all secured soil tor our poor peop e; there is the strivin for mor 1 and 

s iritual rfection." 

Again he hTote: 

beginning: the Je · s 

"Let the ord be repeated here hich ~s iven t the 

ho will it shall have their state. 0 e shall ut 1st live as 

free men on our ovm soil and die e cefully in our o. homel nd. The orld ill 

be liberated b our liberation, enriched with our 7 8 1th, made reater by our 

greatness. that which e seek th e for our o use will stream out mi htily 
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and beneficently u on all ankind." 

That is the vision of th t day. That is the vision of Theodore Herzl. 

, 
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At th9 same time, Zioni5m wa::i £01 him oemcthiBg :mo.-e; ha gave to it the name~ 

.r1""The Etern 1 Ideal;~ ./iien ~ tM aec:ttt±si Lion of r'ale-'1:.ino it wgalei net eea:se 

to Qe afi iaoal.- "For in Zionism, as I understand it," he wrote t hree months before 

his death, in his introduction t o a youth ublication, "there i s not onl the s triving 

for a legally secured soil for our poor eople; there is the striving for moral 

and spiritual erfection." Ip ±bis &tr2v:tttg far mu1a~ and spiritual perfeee±att~ 

n ....,,J • 



"In the economically upper it produces 

classes it roduces a 

des eration. The sim le 

effect, and it is sunmed 

compress the Jewish 

In 

thc.a.t ever 

in the classic 

so, whither? e remain? 

"No 

one place Only an idea c 

po 1er. In t he 1 g night of their 

to dream 

among us. 

classes it 

e pressure 

mst t he 

long?" 

\ 

t o t he same 

I shall therefore 

s 'get out'? If 

o tran~fer a people from 

it. The state idea does 

t he Jews have never ceased 

It is 

"Let the rord be re eated here 1hich was iven at the beginning : the Je -s 

who d.11 it shall have t heir state. 'le shall at last live as free men on our own 

soil and die pe cefully in our own homeland. The world ill be liberated b our 

liberation, enriched vith our ,ealth, made greater by our greatness. d t hat 

,hich we seek there for our own use ·11 stream out m;ghtily and eneficently upon 

all m ind." 




