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Q S IONS ASKED OF THE RA BI 

Lec t ure devoted to l etters sent in as 
three iscourses on "Jud· ism." 

B 
Dr. bb Hil lel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 

result of 

Sun a mornin~, A ril 6, 1946 



Theseries of discourses on "Judaism" which I delivered recently evoked uite 

a number o-f interesting uestions and in uiries which were sent to me. That is 

very gratifying because 1.'ihen I planned on giving Illy three discourses I planned 

on giving what one mi6ht call headlines , chapter headings , the barest outline of 

the subject . After all the history of a people and of a religion of four thousund 

years can not be compressed within the compass of three lectures even in out line 

form . But such lectures serve their purpose if they start people thinking and 

asking questions , if the encoura e further study , reading and closer ace ua.intc:.1.nce. 

I will take up some of these iuestions which ·ere sent to me . Time will· not 

permit answering all of them. Here is one interestin uestion which was sent in: 

"In connection with your present series of lectures . I wonder if you could 

incorporate the answer as to why Judaism has m· de so little pro~;ress numerically 

(about 15 million Pre-Hitler) while its off-spring reli ·ions number a6.herents in the 

hundreds of millions . • y does Reform Judaism, ~hie seems most attuned to modern 

life and thinking make such slow progress in numbers? 

"I do not think persecution alone is the answer to the fir st cu stion because, 

as I remember , the Earl Christians were likewise ersecuted but continued to grow and 

flourish . " 

During the centuries around the be i nr ing of the Christifan Era , st&rting with 

the period after the great l-lacc&bean victory, in the Second Century B. C.E. , Je 1,S carried on 

a very active missionary cam ai n to convert the pagan world , and with considerable 

success . The gospel of Matthew speaks of the scribes and the Pharisees as "compassing 

sea · nd land to make one proselyte . " 

In the 1st Century , our records show, for example , that the entire royal f amily 

of Adiabene , a state oo. the u per Tigris , converted to Judaism . And so did many from the 

hi hest circles of the Roman r ristocrac . 
·;rites 

Josephus in one of the foremost books on Jewish Elistor /of the 1st Century of 

the Common Era~ "The m~sses have long since sho a keen interest to adopt 

our religious observ ces , and there is not one city, Greek or bt.rbe1.ria.n, nor a single 
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nation, to hich our custom of abstainin from ,ork on the seventh d~ h snot 

s read, und .. here the f · sts and he lighting of la.r,, s and man of our rol,i i tions 

in them tter of good are not observed." Rom n riters, too, like Senec· and or ce 

T -citus refer end not · l ways in a friendl s irit to lar e number of prosel tes in Ju ism. 

The attitude of the Jes to ards ~roselytism is ver~ cordi&l, ver \arm. One of 

the most famous sa. ings of the Rabbis is "Ever- one .ho converts 

thought he created him." 

Dian to Jud[ is:rr. is as 

There ere tot es of prosel tes. There ere the com lete rosel tes kno as 

"Gairai Ha 1 zedek", the thorough Jews, who acce ted the entire discipline o Je ish 

life ~nd i dentified themselves com letel ith the Je ish eo le, its destin. 

Another roup of prosel tes iho ere lmo. r s uyirai H shama im", the II earers of God." 

The acce ted Judaism as a re~t and beau iful i de· l nd ccepted onl art of its 

rescribed disciplines. The re ained Greeks, omans, S/·rians . The ere attracted 

b Je ish Lonotheism and the customs -- the Sab ath , rest. The read the Bible not 

in Hebrew, ut in Greek. The didn't know Her re. The had dep~rted in any a J 

from the ps. n ,ia of life. The ere not co plate J e, s. Their Judaism as not 

dee 1 rooted, nor without admixture. Fre uentl these earers of God, h~lf- a· 

prosel tes, did not ersevere. They slip ed back. The were easily s, yed. It 

as among these Fearer's of God that Paul and the Judaeo-Christian miss·on ries th~t 

follo ed him found their first and easiest converts to a f ith hich made li0 ht of 

Law ,hich the Rabbis had developed. They at a eked the la under the conviction ·1hich 

as bou.rrl up with the messianic faith of Judaeo-Christi ns the orld as coming 

to an end now very soon . There was no more need for rigirous observance vf law 

as defined by the Rabbis . 

This made the leadersof Judaism ar about proselvtism generally . 

1th the destruction of the Tern le in 70 A.D., and more rticularly in 

155 A.D. , and as result of the frightful social and economic upheav 1 hich ensued 
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under Hadnan, the urgent problem of the Je ish eople as not world conversion to 
national 

their faith but/self-preservation. 

Again the earl Christians ,ho ere all Jews competed ith the Jes ho did 

not accept the messianic faith of Christianity for proselytes . In their eagerness to 

make rosel tes the~ rejected most of the laws as develo ed b the R~bbis nd came 

to tolerate some utterl un-Je ish doctrines introduced b 

such as the Trinit . As result of the encoura6e~ent of 

hese proselytes -- doctrines 

rosel/tism, • hat 

beg~n as a Je,ish sect develo ed into a ne sect, a ne syncretic religion far 

less Jewi sh. Thi caused grave ap re ension on0 the true ~efen er o ~ure 

monot eism and of the Tor~h . Thare as dan::1er in ProselJtism. It lessened t eir 

ardor for Prosel/tism . B the 4th Cen ' Christianit· h d become t e o ficial 

religion of the Romun Empie . Je ws ere ~rohibited rom aking prosel tes . 

Islam ma e conve ts b con 1uest and the so , techni ue 1hich t:as repugnant 

to Judaism. Je 1s I/ere prohibited r ra m·.kin~ converts . in Islamic l &nds . The result 

was that this Jud-io 11ic~ in t hee rly centuries oefore an after t e be innin0 of 

the Common Er as a ver-- • ctive mission, .. _r • faith, ./ force of circ stances nd 
ish 

because of the new com etition oft e Je/sect in the pa an ~orld -- much of the 

defenses~ ·ch Judaism had set up for inte~rity, rit ..... Judaism eased 

to be an active mi~sionar- ell ion thou h converts 1ere alTTa s elcomed to Je ;ish 

life. The feel.inJ develo ed t ~t ~erhaps Judaism can best serve the purposes 

of J udaism be remaining true to itself ~t ~ 1 times, and lie a dro of perfume 

radiate its fragrance to the ·orld. 

Another uestion ,hich a send in re ds as follo··s : "It i s concede that 

religious faith is redicated largelj upon emotion and s~iritu lit rat'er th n 

upon reason an logic , does it not follo· that Refor m Judaism, ·lith its cir·.stic 

elimination of rituali m and ceremonialism, ctors upon hich the appe 1 and 

spirituality is based , s e ened that appeal? Does not the stre gth of the 

c~t olic f ith, for ex ple, con-ist in reat part in its em h ls u.on outer 

for s?' 
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It is true that emotion plays D great role in religion an t ·t cer~monics in 

so far as the~ stir t 11e emotion are important in reli~io , life. ReliJion is 

neither anti-r~tional nor a-lo0 ic~1 . It is sup]orted b the hi hest reason and 
on the one side 

dee est intellectual insight. Ther e is no conflict between religion/and science 

and reason on t~e other side. 

Religion reaches berond re son to f&ith nd on t e basis oft ~t f ith it 

projects a heroic code of conduct for men. It must move m~n und ins ire him to pr ctice 

that code, to remind him of that code of ethics. Reli3ion must not only instruct , 

it must energize t:1e will of man. And s bols ani ceremonie 3 c:1nd beautif 1 ri t • .1 

are po 1erful aids in the day b da~ edegogy of religion, not alone ·th routh , but 

ith ults because these acts , s bols bring great ideals to mind, sur in0 on the 

wave~ of reat emotions. We see the ~lag ass b. We salute it. en e sing 

the ational Anthem we stand at attention. Thes e ritual acts intended to remind 

us of reat co1 ·tments, great historic moments. so rith rell ion. Ase er 

service is as bolic act full of color and is intended in th tact to remind us 

of the ideal for ~. ich the Festivc:11 of Passover st nds - emancipation, 6r • tude 

to God, t~a destiny of man. The kindling of t he liuhts on Chanukah, on the 

Sabbath, the blowing of t::e Shofar on New Years - it is t~e theme h which they 

indicate, to hich t' ey oint, the thoUJhts ihich they ten t o arouse -- t .e are 

of tremendous im ortance. 

Nor Reform Ju aism never eliminated all the s bols nd ceremonies. It sou0 ht to 

eliminate only those which ere no longer meaningful, hich ere obsolescent, out-
but 

moded/ hich 1ent too far, moved forward too fast. Fre uentl to an extent, Re rm 

Judaism ould become a bit too bare, too abstract. Perha s because of that it has 

failed to reach the masses of our people. Inste of retainin most of the ritual 

int e ome, it relegated too much to the syna~o ue. In the last ener tion some 

Jeas have sought to correct that mistake , to restore some of the more beautiful 

meanin0 ful ceremonies to Je 1ish life. Th·t is being done. 
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I do not wish to co .:mend on the secon art .hich has to do ·th t e C tholic 

people for I do not wish to s~eak for the Cat olic Uhurch. Undoubtedl t e lace 

great emphasis on rit al. It hasn 't been raid to use ncient acts, even JCi:t:il 

the use of a dead lu.nb u ge, La tin. I doubt, ho ev3r, '· het er it is these ceremonies, 

these outer forms hich have strengt1ened the Catholic Church. I think the rength 

of the Catholic Church has been its schools, its arochi 1 schools. It educ&tes 

its eo le from childhood ri ht through life. It mainta · sits o s stem of 

education, its n Catholic schools. It never leaves them. It combines mli
0
ious 

and ecuLtr education in one. A Catholic child oes to Catholic school , High School , 

University. He is al ays surrounded all the time rith Catholic thought and Catholic 
a 

influence. No onder he remains/lo al Catholic all his life. 

Reform Jews ~re resentful if e send t eir children to two hours a eek 

that is a terrible sacrifice ·½ic we make. I once a ded up the hours hich 

a Je ,ish child sends in learning Jerish eduction. it adds up to about 

ninety hours a er - about t elve full school as . That is hat ~e give to our 

children by w of Jewish education. And if I were tomorrow to s nd out a letter 

to the parents of The Temple asking tat their chil ren should come an extra hour 

a eek or religious eduction, I ould have my ears burned off. Then ·e on"'er hy 

t e ~eligious School doesn 't educate our c ildren ade uatel. Ho? Education takes 

time. You cannot teac four t!.1ousand years of J ewis hist or • nd of J e dsh religion 

and of Jewish literature in ninet hours a ear for a fe~ years . If the child 

is confirmed, it is almost sacreli ious to ask that c ild to come back t The 

Temple High School. • e ought to become ver~ .. reali tic w • t ourselves , frank 11th 

o selves and not look for far fetched excuses 1en the r ason is ri0 ht at the 

door. 

ot:er uestion submitted reads as folios: "Is it true that Reform J ~aism reject 

the belief in a personal lessiah? And ho can it be reconciled ith the lon -sanding 

faith of Jews as expressed b aimonides?" ell, the i ea of a ers n 1 e si enter d 
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rather late in Jewish thought, later t han the idea of llolden Acre o 0 hich the 

rophets spe k. ~icah and Is~iah s oke of a tiJ e hen nations ill learn t : e a s of 

God, -vhen nations will live together for jus tices and righteousnes, "And t hey shall 

beat t eir s1ords into lo~s ares, and t ~eir sears into .runing-hooks; -at·on 

sh 11 not lift u sword agains t nation, either sh 11 the learn ran more." 

The Golden Age that ante-dated b r far the conce_t>t of a ersonal Iessiah ho 

would b himself miraculousl put an end to injustice and rin~ about a Kin6 dom of 
of the Prophets, the essianic Age 

God. And it is to this idea/that modern Judaism reverted. This Golen A-e ould 

be not the achieve ent of one man, but of mankind. And everyone lo works for the 

ingdom of God of that Kin dom f God. And in assin0 , it should be pointed out that 

aimonides himself reduces th ~ personal essiah to an irreducible minimum. He 1rites 

"Let not a man think that in the da s of the .:!essic.1.h the accus tomed order of things 

ill be changed ... The • orld . ill o on as u 1 ... Onl Israel ill be at peace ~,ith 

nations of ~~e world, and these ill acceJt the true f aith ... All el e ritten of the 

Messia are onl~ b a of parables ... At best t e s~ges attem ted detdched presentations 

of the subject cannot be re arded as a fundamental _princi 1 , of our religion." In 

other ords, the essia.nic Idea .,as identified 'i th just t vo t in s - national 

restoration and acce tance of the monotheistic faith." 

e same man asked me this uestion. He is evidentl an ex-service man. He 

is uzzled. He writes and asks this uestion. "Are e to cast overboard t ~ Oriental 

f»B«iica furniture that we've carried into the Dias ora, along .ith many of the 

tenets of Rabbinic Judaism?" 

All gre t reli ions h d t heir origin in the Orient . It is t o thv Orient, the 

whole :mrld must turn t discover their great s irit 1 leaders, het er oses, Isaiah, 

Zoroaster, Bud.bah, ohammed, Jesus, Confuscius. The are all oriental. It oul.d be 

meanin less in talking of religion tot 1k of c stin.:; over-board the oriental furniture. 

All the furnit e of reli ion come fr om t e Orient. 

But in the Orient itself, religion chan0 es an dev lops. If Judaism had never 
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le t Palestine u aism tod.a in Palestine would be very diffe_·ent t . an it as in 

the days of Hillel, E..S Hillel 's Ju aism dif ered from that of Moses nd Amos . 

Evolution is the la of life. But change must do no violence to essential 

doctrine. It must be an outgrowth, n adjustment ~erhaps , an improvement. ou 

must not sacri ice the essential genius of its faith. As lon as su ficient outer 

form is retained to reserve the essentials .... It is not so important ·,hether e 
or with hates on 

rnrshi .:_ th our heads uncoverei, but that e •. orshi . At one tirne in th OrL .. nt , 

it w~s a s.:.gn of res ect to cover the head. Int e estern world is is a sign 

of respect to uncover the head. ::.. t is ·im ortant is thl:i.t " i.1e love tbe ord 

our God ,ith all our hearts and with all our might." 

I turn to another · •uestion. It is rat er lengthy. This iriter says : 

"I f ollo7led d th O eat int ere st our last t ee lectures on the _ rophetic , 

rabbinic 1 and reformed Ju alsm , an have c~e to cert in concl sions ihich 

disturb me verJmuch. 

"I gat ered from these lectures that Judaism ma e its gre·test contribution 

to the ·world under the Pro hJts, th t the Rabbis hel;>ed to cod.if and preserve the 

prece ts of the Je ish faith in a 1orld ·which had not yet accepted its basic 

teachings, but that the Reformers did not add an thing to Judaism in the .,a of 

reli ious values, nor to the Jewish message to the 1orld . 

outmoded forms to present da requireme ts. 

t best the adapted 

"Therefore it would appe r that if Judaism hash d its creative phase un er 

the Prophets , it h s spiritually rested on its laurels ever since. hile there 

as still a "raison d'etre" fort e Rabbis, beBause the orld had not as et 

accepted the fund ental teachin0 s of Judaism, I begin to ,on er to ht end e 

should preserve Ju aism at a time hen, at 1 ast theoretically, the main concepts 

ha.ve been accepted b· both Christinnit &.nd Islam. 

"The f .ct that the people aro us h ve accepted~ e fun mental tenets of our 

faith should not be a reason for us , the origin tors, to gire our religion. But 
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inasmuch as there is nost countries, including our own, such a strong feeling 

of dislike for the Jews, I ask myself whether the Jews in the diaspora should not give 

up t 1-ieir existence as a sep&rate entity and submerge comple tely in the people that 

surround them, now that t heir mission appears to be completed. This is not an easy 

solution for the first or second generation, but at least the third generation 

should not know a Jew · sh problem any longer as there would be no more Jews 1 ft 

as minorities to create a problem. 

"It so hap ens that I am not a believer in assimilation nor do I like the 

cordusions I just arrived at. But if I should live as a social animal of questionnable 

desirability, I would like to feel that I am keeping up this role for a stronger 

reason than pride in the fact that 2500 ears ago my ancestors •vgre rm ahead of 

their times. If I h:...ve to see my brothers become martyrs and bring up my child1·en 

for a possible similar fate, I want to believe in a cause which can inspire men to 

be martyrs. 

"Judaism and articularly Reformed Ju::iaism is not different enough in its 

present state of development from some of the better forms of Christianity, it is not 

far enough ahead of the field of other religions to make it ,orth while. To be 

worth while, Judaism must again strike out and advance the scope of ethical, 

political and sociological teachings to regain its predomiant position as a religion 

and justify the cl.aim of the Jews to be t he chos en people. What Judaism needs are 

ne11 Prophats, men of vision or of visions. 

~If I inter ret the closing words of your last lecture correctly, you ex ressed 

the need of Judaism aw that for Rejuvenation r ~ther t~an for a Reform. Judaism has 

been static too long, it is time that it become dynamic again. 

"You asked during your lectures for uestions and canments. My re uest 

would be f or a sermon on new and outstanding values which Je:,s, as a people or as a 

religious comm.unity, can contribute to the • ·orld, a sermon on "The mission of 

Judaism today." 
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There is much truth in thix letter - and, I am a r ~id there is also 

considerable confusion in thought, which the writer himself senses, and so 

anticip 4tes the answers to his uestions. 

He gathered from my lectures that Juduism made its greatest contributions to 

the ··orld under the Prophets - the l ater Rabbis defined :vays of preserving it in a 

world which was pa an, and that Reform Judaism did not add an thing to Judais in the 

way of religious values. The adapted outmo ed for~s to present-da r e uirements. 

ence Judaism has rested on its laurels. 

An interesting uestion arises: '\~'hat constitutes progress?" I should like to 

read from my book "Religion in a Changing orld" hich treats of this very thing . 

"Startlingly new discovers in reli ion as in art are extremely rare, and 

pro6ress in these fields can hc.ve but a very limited connotation. PeaKs of perfection 

were reached long ago in the re lms of art, religion and hilosoph and be ·ond the 

peaks one cannot clime. We cannot, b T taking time and thought, im" rove upon the 

perfected vorks of Phidias or Homer or Euripi es. Th t would be _?a,inting the lily. 

We may have neier types of artistic excellence ut not necessarily bett er t es . 

e can invent a machine today that will run thirty miles an hour and tomorrow 

one that will rlD sixty, and the next day one that • 11 fly in the air instead of 

nning on the ground . Such rhopalic, linear progression in technologiccil skill and 

efficiency is os 1ible in the material orld but not in the artistic or ~piritual orld. 

an began, as it ere, but esterda to investi ate criticall his physical 1orld . 

Dail he is stumbling upon some ne fact, s e new la 1 hich hitherto was unkno to 

him. The modern scientist is like a child o suddenly finds himself inane~ and 

marvelous toy-shop. His eyes are ide open, his heart beats fast and his fingers 

itch to touch and try each single toy in the shop. But art and religion are very 

ancient enterprises of the human spirit. he have their cycles of growth and 

decay as 1ell as their definite organic limits. ~h y arise in the inner world of 

msn, and man has known bis i ner rld intimately for a ver long time. I en have 

lived in societies for man thousands of ears and long auo they ere forced to face 
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many oft e social problems of or nization and adjustment • ich e f ce today. 

A vast amount of social experience has alread been accumulat~d. The best minds 

among the ancients estled ith the roblems of man's s iritual life as coura0 eously 

as the best·m· ds among the mod.erns. The faced as frankl as we do toda the 

challen e of hum destiny - of fate of ain, of evil and o mort~lit .. e have 

niether improved u on the m nner in ···hich they stated the _problems of hum 

existence nor upon the sol tions hich the offered. Little tha is really new 

can be added to the basic inventory of religion and morality. itt e can be added 

to the racial wisdom, ich crfstallized itself t ough the g ~s in 'love thy 

nei -·hbor as thyself' or 'Ju~tice , justice shalt t1ou .. ursue' or 'Ye sh 11 do no 

unrlghteousnes3 in juigment' or' ation shall not lit u s ord a inst nation.' 

"e ma discover a better techni ue for the re liz tion of these maximum 

ideals, but ,e h·ve nothing an cun have noth~ toad to their uintessenti~l 

truth. Pro ress in this field consists not in discoverJ but in fulfil ent . Ther 

can be no nef Ten Commandments for none Ten Co ·ndments are necessary. The r remain 

forever the digits of civiliz tion." 

No·,, Reform Judaism in trying to make the ~re t prophetic truths of Ju aism 
tried 

more easil available and a.plicable to mo ern man /to un ind these truths rom 

stifling sheets, and the dust of 7 es. Th~t is not resting on its laure s. Eve 

revolution is a,rediscover. 1hen the American Revolution procl·imed freedom throu h

out the land, t ey put on the libert bell a hrase from the Bible: "An ye shL..ll 

p~oclaim freedom in the land." The Revol tion s a redi covery of a oreat truth 

rocla • ed t,·ent -five hundred ears or more ..... o. 

! Isa at this point and in this connection, too, that redl ro ress consists 

not so much in goin0 for ar as in goin~ in ar. 

The uestion us raised that since them in conce ts of J ism have t least 

t eoretically been acce.ted b both Christianity a I slam, to wh ten should 

e preserv Jud ism? o • he ans ers his own ue tion, but he is no enti ely 



convinced b~ his own ans er . He says: "Th3 act t' at t' e peo le round us h ve 

accepted the fund~mental tenets of our faith should not be a reason for us, the 

ori6inators , to give up our reli ion ." Certainl not i But then there is anti

Semitism an persecution and ouldn ' t it be a goo idea to ive it up? 

This raises a host of uestions : Ho·· coura0 eous ould it be to give u 

b~cause of fear of persecution. Is it b~st to give up one ' s reli ion? ~any 

Jes of Ger an thoug½t b giving u their religion they could s are these ves 

and their children , but actually the Nazis went even beyond the third generation . 

It is uite uestionable .1ether Je1s can a imildte in the ·orld today even b 

iving u their religion because the orld does not:bok upon us as a )eo le. 

I en .eavored to correct this confusion of ~ou6ht at the outset of the lectures . 

Is i at that time that udaism as the religion of the Je ish ~eo le . ile 

cle~rl related , there are not i r entical . Thee is a religion culled Jdaism. 
ThGre is a 2eople called t e Je ,ish µeo ,)le . the hist ry c£ the Je ish eople 

ll'he J e 1ish peo le developed J ud ism but the t 10 ~ re not and/ uhich rhile 

clearl influenced b b its faith , is nevert ele3s not exclusi el thut of the 

faith . The conce t of the Je rn • s e c usively reli ious sect or denomin ... tion 

or community is ver-1 recent , uite ina e ate an 1uite unnecessary . There are Jews 

to a who a e unreligious anj anti-reli ious . Jes iere reco nized in urope as a 

nationalit Jroup , and in Palestine· s a pee le building in its n~tion 1 home . There 

is a Je~ ish eople . No eo le has to justify its e.·istence or su >l the orld a 

reason for existin. 

"Of no other eople on earth has an one ever dared to ask ht is it goo1 for ? 

eed a eople sere some s pac·fic good? A eo le is its oi nd an urpose ." 

Certainl not of as ancient and or1 -mold:ng peo 1 d.S t e J e-lish people hose 

4000 ye r record is incom ar ble ri~ht u to 1 46 . The J e· ish .. eople toda is us 

creative in every s here of hum n endeavor as it ev r as in histor , art, science , 

literature in ever ·alk of life . buch a peo le does not h veto justify its 

existence . 

I f such a eople suffers some grave eficienc , some b 1 ful ant , such as a land 
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of its own, if it has sufferend a tragic loss in th~t it has no lan of its 

0 , o homeland of its own -- the ans'.rnr to that is not suicide, but t'ie 

rebuildin of an tional home, national restor tion so th t 1e ill become in every 

reg~rd an eople like ever other historic people. 

I ar-:ree heartil 
0 

ith the Triter as f~r as our faith is concernad that e 

need XB1 rejuvenation , that e must ce se being static nd become dynamic. o? 

Not b discov rin T anything new of s iritu 1, o religious ruth, o ethic~l ideals 

but the rediscover of the et"'rnall true and noble and to -;:ork or it, live for it, 

sacrifice for it. ededicate ourself to- the ideals already there. 

If ou believe that Judaism is .. hu.t J.• icah said it .. ,as "Onl"' to do j ,.. tice, 

to love re.ere and to -.,alk urn.bl nm: ,ith Thy God" -- to be scrupu ously just, 

to guard ourself a ainst al form~o ex loitation, h ve a fair attitude to ard 

labor th~t is ho to become reli-iousl d 1na ·c. Be · eve int e r·ctise the 

of c~ rity to sup ort the .e k, to el all orbaniz'tions an ~ocieties ·hich 

ork for rirot:ie rhood and tol ranc-.. and good ~ il . This is ho.· to become rene ed 

s 

in our faith. You don 't need new visions . You need ne rededic~tion, recons cration 

to old visions. 

If ou believe that reli ion means • lkin~ hUllbl ~ith God t acb.ing outh .. 

hat is 01 to live the life of a Je . u.nd all that e have in Je ish life the 

Je.ish hone, the Je1ish School, the s go5ue are all int nted to nurture these 

ideals, to develop ha Jiness or t ese ideals an to proclaim them to the orld. 

I uldn' t s end much time, r s in ·on ering wh I live. ,, h I should continue 

to live. It is rea y out of our hand . s •h· tis ~ithin our po er is to deter ·ne 

how nobl , how significantl e as J e s can live . Th t ·1e can control .... 

Ho to maqm efface anti-Semitism. Th·t is the uestion Jes and non-Jes 

ou t to f~ce u to. S Arrl if the come to a osi ive conclusion th t Jud ism is a 

noble conce t a ise herita6e worth hile reserving, then e ou ht to do ":hat 

is ri ~ht . es ould be .rep red top the rice. d indifference is not the rice 
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for religious educati.on, nor is escapism the way .... 
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sel RJad 
Cleveland, 

De r ... --<.a b b • , 

EUGENE HERVEY 
2333 TRAYMORE ROAD 

UNIVER ITY HEIGHTS, OHIO 
.. ,1arch jJ, lJ-+G • 

... .1.illel .... ilver 

,::i 1c !,est 1 _;th <:ttreet 
Lio . 

I fo_lo ,ed with great inte1est Jour last three 
lect;1.res 01 t 1e )r _ptetic, rsbbi ... teal and refor ed 
Jud a i s111 , a J. d have c e> u e to c er ta i r. c _) c 1 us i o ns .~ hi c ' 
d:sturb · every uch . 

esthercd roH these lectt res t . .t1&t Juda is .. ~ de 
:ts preatest C:)ntri ut·on tote ~orld under the 
Prophets, that the abbis hel_ed to codify and 
preserve the preceots :)f the ··e'.!ish r\.:it:1 in a rld 
~·-' J. i c h h3 d J.10 t yet c1 c c - [) t e d it s b a s i c t e'" c _ j_ n " s , but 
th:;1 t "the Ref Jr .. ers d • d not ad an:rt '1i.L g to Jud, is : 
in tl e ·ey o.t r cli , ious v u ues, nor to the -e·· ish 
essa ge t:) the rld . _ ... t be Et thP.' sda )ted out·,10 ed 
or_s to Jre~en ay re ~u· re ·e~ts . 

T .. e.!..efora it -~:nild f J')ear t 1at if ,_ udais 1 has 
h 9 d i t s c re :=" t iv e D 1~ ~- s e u "l r' er the T·, r o l) he t s , i t ha c 
spiri •• Ally rested o its l a 1rels e rrr since . hile 
t 1ere • 8 S still a "rc:.i s rJn d ' etre ' Jr t h e Rabbis , 
because t r e --.Jr. d a d .:1ot ~s et bCCe 1ted t:1e 
fu~i c _e ... t,... 1 te~chL . s 0f Judb • s•,, I be gi ,1 to ~onde r 
to • bat e:1d .E: sl '.)Uld Jr::ssrre Jud is st ti. e 
, : e ri , ~ t le . ..., t t '.·. e ~r at i c ·- 1 • , the ... a i 1 c )~Ceo ts 
nave een accepted by b.)t} Clrlstiani ty and Islam. 

'I1he set thot t'J.e 10eple 0r u 11 s . ave 
acL:e.;>ted the _ 1 nctc .e ~tAl te ets op )Ur a· ,h should 
1ot be a reason f~r us, tLe ori gin·torr, to ~ive uy 
our re 1 i i 0 . • u. t i na s _u ch ,~ s t b. ere i s in 1 o st 
count r • e s , i c 1 -- i ng o r o , , such b st ro n ") fee 1 i _ 
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2333 TRAYl\lORE ROAD 
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o dislike for tne Je, s, ask .. ycel .... r.Let!ler t_he 
Je'f s in t e dibsu ra should '1ot rive up tLeir 
ex i st e .ace c ..., a s e :i 9 I· a t e e !1 t it y p • 1 d s • b '1.C r r e c o ~ 1 t e 1 y 
• n. the y)e Jle t~ at surr.Jund the1 .. , n . tt'3t tr..eir 
issio appe- rs to be c !_leted • Tr is ts :1ot a 1 e s 

s·Jluti n for t~.e firct Jr scc.Jnd -e er'. ti:>n, but at 
lesst the tbird ge. el f tion sh0ul . not kno~ a Je is 
Jroble ,·1 aay lonr·er as there ul be no re J e , s 
1 e ft a s ·: i o r i t i ~ s to c re ,... t e a p r :> b 1 c . 1 • 

t s.) ha J peHs the t c. .. n t be 1 Lever in 
e s ... i ~ •• i 1 a t ion nor do 1 i ~<: e the con c 1 s i -) n 2 I ju s , 
arr·ved at . Bit if shJ tld live as 8 s r cial t.i·al 
a _ q u e s t i o .. "ln e , ) 1 e 11 e s ire b i 1 i t y , :: ~ o u 1 d 1.:.. k ~ t o e e 1 
that ;. fl ~ r<:e,... ~ ing u.!. this r..)le for- o st:::-oneer reason 
than oride i 1 the fact th~t j O years a,·o . y ancestors 
were • .. ay a: ... e~·d • the. r tL'1eS ,. _ I Il::Ve to see v1y 

brothers beco:ie ~·1art_yrs and bring up ,y childreri for 
a poss i~le si.,1ilar ~te, I -r,ant to belie'Te in a cRuse 
• .. hich can ins ire .,1en to be _ rt rs . 

Judais ·, a ~1d ... articnla~l.v : .ef r ·.eel. J dgis . .l iE n t 
di.1. rere 1t e~ough in its preve nt st~te o evelop_ en 
ro" sa~e 8f the bet~er for LS ~f ChristiRnity , · tis 

_ t fsr er1..)U{,h ahead er:"' the tie~d Jf .Jt: er religions 
t 'J _ a r' e .i. t worth w n i 1 e . m be ~JJ .:>rt h •. .. 111 e , Jud a i s m 
iust a:ai stri~e 8Ut aid a VPnce the score or 
eth·cel, ~olitLc81 3 Jd sociolo~icAl teachinqs to 
re p:. c • 1 • t s .:; red o J1 i n , n t Jo s i t i at 1 a s a re 1 i ,.., i o n a n,1 
juEtify the clai 1 o the e ds to bet 1e chosen o~eple . 
"hat J1tdo is 1 1eeds a e e.~ i?r:o Jhets , .,..1 e i. Jf v • s ion 
or ~ visions . 

~ I inte~pret the cl si g -J~ords o your last 
lecture correctly, you exo eseed tte ne~d o J daisn 
• s that for .1. e ju v e e t i n r A the r th•., n or e Ref o r . 

Juda is.~ has been static too lDnt: , it is ti•1~e tha it 
beco . e din '~ic ag~in . 
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Tou '·l. ..... ed dur i .1. ► • our le ct·1re s for que. i . s 
1d c • ie ts . .,r ·e ue st :>u ll be f r a ser _ n :::,n 
e J a J.a out s 'J d i .1.E; v 31 u e s • ch J e • .. s , a s a en 1 e or 

as CJ rsli i ) US c~" un·ty, cBn co 1tr·bute to the 
rld, e ser-. 1 :1 u11he ~ ission of ·d.sis~" to c,y • 

Very truly yours, 
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