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"D VID TRE KING" 

• i th s~eci 1 reference to Gl~d s Sc 
novel built round the erson lit 

B 
Dr. bba Hillel Silver 

t 
The Te le .. 

On 

· tt 's • ressive 
of T(ing D vid 

Sunda •. morn1n0 , April 14, 194 



T.ice it ·n the a.st three person .... vid h s served 

as ins~ir~tion forte ritin of fictio. fe Duff Coo er of Englu.n 

r·te a novel "David ." This YJ r, Glad s S ' · tt of this countr ~ rote n 

impressive n called "David t e/4n ." T u0 hout t e centuries th&. vibr ..... nt 

an eroic pesonality of David has .~e~led tremendous! to ~t;";J:~, histori ns , 

yth 

·chae an.crelo 

Donatello and Dee Verrocchio carved David in lorious cirble . 

inted him on res~ndent c·nvases . Sm honies, o.er·s d or 

Re br nt nd R~bFns 

li in"' music . 
"the 

V 6\wl 
torios .-....-..,~~ his 

/\ 

His name, David, means/beloved", nd ~eh s been t~e beloved ero not lone of 

his ~eoJle, but of mankind . It is interesting ho m~ny ch r ct-rs o the ~ible to t~is 

day serve s the irlsJired theme or riters, rtists,and o they o back time and 

a 0 in to the pa es of the ,. ible for subject a.tter for :t eir --·arks of artistic ere tion. 

An the Rabbis s id: sf r as the Bible is cancer e, turn it roun and roun 

round ag·in, for ev rt · r1c, is in it." They lmew hereof t:e s vke . 

s fdr as David is concerned, he is not to be thoug t of ~s a faultless saint , 

t' is shep'rd , arrior c:1. .1.d • Nor doest e ible re resent him as such. Nor is it 

intende th the be regarde as such. David kne an fo s of tem t i on , nd he 

sinned man times most 5rievousl . His life as not free rom h an fr ilt, sin , envy 

and hc1.te, fr m ambition d assion, revenge. In ense it is these v r lights 

and shado1s , the stren th d ea esses icb bring him close to the heart of 

hum nity . Davis is ah an bein and is so re .. resented int e Bible not as a 

saint. He sinned. He suffered for his sins. He c:.1.tone for them. d he stru0 gled 

to surmount them. Davi ' s life as shot throUc;h with sorro n in and tr .... 0 ed 

• nd de th stalked t 0 h s re 1 ears. For this she rd lad of humb e origin 

founled dyn st in Isr el hich l·sted for f·ve hund ed ye rs. He served his eople 

1th such utter evotion th t • e c· e o hope and re. th t his dyn st would l st forever. 
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And in the dark ages of their dispersion hoped for the coming of a .Messiah who ould 

be the descendant of the House of David. And Christianity was ;,roud to trace the lineage 

of Jesus from the House of David. 

The eternal appeao o the Bible consists among other things in the fact that 

it records the story of human beings , not of paragons of perfection . erfection 

belongs to the Lord only. rtll of the heroes of the Bible, from the greates of them, 

from Moses down, are represented in the sacred script as men who h _cve their human 

shortcomings. Their faults a.re never suppressed, never excused. Their sins are not 

palliated. They are held to strict accountability. Human bein s are portrayed 

realistically, with profound psychological insight, human beings as they are caught 

in the toils of their time and circumstances, hipped b assions and tormented by 

powerful lusts and desire and ambition , hurting and being hurt, some better than others, 

none above censure nor beyond redem tion. All are challen ed to rise God-ward . 

David is represented as a great statesm&n, a n tion builder . But his methods are 

not alr1ays blameless, nor free·from a measure of cunnin and guile . Ke knew carnal love, 

but also deep selfless love, deathless friendship, and magnificent loya ty, of leep 

paternal affection. He was a man of deep piety, his faith in God was never shaken 

though he back-slided not infre-uently, and in shame and reJentance did penance and 

sought reconciliation with his Maker. In other vrnrds , the Bible represents David 

as a great human being and a great king . 

The author of this novel, Miss Glads Schmitt, realizes fully the greatness of 

David as a human being . Her hand is not as stead and sure , hen she tells the story 

of David the King , the nation-builder and defender . 

The writer of the Novel ls a bit too absorbed in David's love affairs and the 

life of the Oriental Harem . She causes her very lucid imagination to play ith the 

theme of David's loves, his wives , their characters, their ambitions and intrigues. 

And this over-emphasis of David's brings his life a bit out of focus. 
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And , inasmuch asps chonal sis the the vogue today, these loves and f ections 

inter-relations of people who move in Davi 's ~orld are treated anal ic lly ith a 

restr int almost saT ex..½ibitionism .hich leaves little to the im~eination. It is the 

sort of riting hich s eems to characteri7e so much of novel-writing t 

an stran ely enou h, because the novels are ritten b .omen . 

y , es eci ..... 11 

Gladys Schmitt uses 631 pages to tell David's story, vhereas the Bible s 

able to narrate excitingly the same in a tenth of the nu.~ber of pa es . Our novels 

toda are unconscionably long-winded, bulk, bec~use they are full of saw-dust. There 

is not enough of stor in man~ of the• to arrant it. Their tci,ion bo6 s do-,m in dull 

verbosit and meta hysics and s cholo y are brou0 ht in to camouflage the ina e uacy 

of the st or -teller. 

Glads Schmitt is also somewh t lon - in ed, fre uentl carried a ay by the 

very music of her prose . Nevertheless she write .1°th re t istinction. Her Er'b lish 

is supple, rich, movin. There is a Biblic~n cadence in er diction. She possesses 

a r re talent for invokin6 through them gic of ,ords , unforgettable ictures. She 

makes ou see ith her own seein eyes the people and the scenes oms e 2escribes . 

The people are alive. The are not just figures from the Old Testament. They ~re 

real, vital. Their drama is not an isol ted drama of a str~n e folk ho lived in ncient 

P lestine. It is the etern 1 drama of men nd women of all those .;ho are Cb.Ubht u.l; in 

the eternal web of conflicting h m estin. 

The author t kes cert&in liberties "th the Biblical text ins me inst nces. ot 

to an . She has made a careful study of the Bibli;al text and of the ·story of 

those times, both the Je ish and agan reli ious customs of the ~eople of those times. 

She has done consi er,ble research hich can be said of mot ,Titers toda . She t akes 

certain liberties ith the filling in, so to s eak, hich every novelist t'kes . Thus, 
r 

for exam le, in her story, David does not ~ill Goliath. Th tis no clam.it. In f~ct 

in the Bible, in the econd Book of u uel and in the irst book of the Chronicles, 

it is ointed out tat it as El anan 'o killed Goliath. B followi the less~~cce ted 
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version , the ruthor misses, lorio e"' ic , the e ic of t .. is oun she. r lad, 9. ed 

ith nothing but a sling and stone, facing and defeating t' is gi nt rmed to the 

th, ho had s read terror in the tent of Israel . She misses the rich spirit 1 

implic~ti)n that stor.r . • ch is expre ses in that marvelous ver..,e hich Db.vid recites : 

"Thou comest to me· ith h siord , and ·:ith a spear, and ith a j~velin, but I come to thee 

in the name o the Lord of hos ts , the God of the rmies o Isr el om t ou hast t aunted . 

This aJ ill the Lord deliver,thee into m hand .. th t ~ 1 the eart nu kno that there 

is a Go in Israel, nd th~t all this assembl m kno that the Lord saveth not ·ith the 
is 

s ord nd sear , for the battle/id the lord 1 s t " This su erb epic note -- thG.t the 

Lord saved not ith the s ord an spear, the hole urpose of the recountin0 of the 

Story of David and Goliath is missed in tiss chmitt ' s novel . 

Gener~ l s.eaking, Im ts y for the author tat sh fre u ntly misses the 

hi0 h moral tone ,:hich the narrator , the Biblic• n n rr tor never misses . Faith hich 

rises tri ant in the presence of dis~ster and ct ro he, •· -•llliillHiiliailiilll~? -- that 

t e aithor misses time and a ain . 

Addicted as she is to the ps cho-an lytic 1 a ro ch, the uthor also in this 

re ard actually rl. istorts the superb friends i which gre p bet ~n the she rd lad 

David an th KiDa ' s son, Jon· than . In the hands of this aut or , this su rb friendship 

t · slave of David an Jon than becomes t·inte with omesexu lit, over he in~ tho 

forever 2ro hibited to them . There is nothing in the ible text to s - est it in the 

case of David and Jonathan lthough in ot' er instances the rlible is not hesitant to 

s e k about it . Not. · ng in the Bible oints to an such perversion in the frie ds ip 

of D vid an Jon than . This erutiful an no 1 friendship draffs them together in eternal 

lo alt and exalts them . "The soul of Jonath n as, it th the soul of David and Jonat an 

loved him as S 0 soul . " Tne m de a coven nt o eternal friendship one ith ~nother 

hich would hol good for t eir descend ts . And in defending his friendship he brings 

down the er f hi fat er . An en the ne· s re es uvi th t Jonat an d been 

slain in battle , ·lon ith his fat er and ot er to bot ers , David u ters the famous 
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lument over his fa len fr i end : "I am is tressed for thee m brother Jon" t:u;..n , ver 

pleasant h'st t ou been unto me . , onderful. st 

mmen . Here are the • h f llen . " 

love to me , . sin0 the lo e of 

Just ~h this great and noble friendshi has to be re resented s a homo exl.lli.l 

ttraction c·n onl· be acc ounte for either b the taste of the mo ern novel rea er , or 

the ex obsession of modern novel- riters , or the book-seller s s ecificat i ons for 

modern best seller. 

Ot her tains of er version are r ~tuito 1 injected in the rel~tions i 0f other 

charact ers o.f ~iss Schmitt ' s retelling of the David a a for no eart re s on . 

There is somethin0 else .iich t he author mivses . She mis3es the 3randeur of the 

cmar~cter oft e ro hets S uel an than : o i
0
ure so rom ·nentl•· in t e lr"e of 

Davi . It as during the lifet • e of S ul , David , Solomon that t 'ci e _ e 1 sc ool of 

prophets rose in Isr el , e t iants of the s~iri t rho chum ioned the c use of 

S)iritual monotheism of t r eir d~ ainst the er e canaanitich cults · it t ~ir animal 

rituals and their · - mor~l for alis . These en rere also n tional le& ers and stat e~ en 
t, ~ir 

1ho 6 uided Ki ngs in their maj or roblems affectina the e :are of/n . tio~. wi s 

chmitt still t i nKs of these r o hets as d~nc:n · dervishes , ~s primitive sooths ers 

of ·hom th re ere manr in ncient I srael as t e er e among • promi tive _eo les . 

Se sees little more in these men than sternness , f anaticism . Se misses , for 

i nst·_.nce in Sa, ue , this blessed a r iest an ro het an seer ho a e is n- ion 

during those chaoti c times , amuel o est.Jb i ... ,.ed the mon rch , but ho at · the s·me 

time arned of the danger of monar chy, the dan0 er of be · rye~ l oited. , am el, o 

ho.d said to hi s peo l e : "" hose ox h ~ve I t a n, • horn h ve I defru. ed , .om h ve I 

o pressed , of hose an have I ta en a ransom to blind mine e res t here i th," d the 

eoi,:>le said : "Thou h st not efra dad s , nor o re.,sed us, nor t ken r nsom r oo 

us . e · re itneSweS af ore G0 to "Our int · t " Thi s muel 0 enounced ~i s , • 

ho .. r enounced doom on Saul because S· ul disobe ed G d . The Bi ble s,.eaks f im mournin 

for his fr · en. d the Lord Sc.o.id to uel : " o lon0 ill ourn or l ?" 
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ore ersistently she misses hen she tells the stor o Nat'l n the ro het 

1ose • ords address to the king in moral co demnation h ve reverber ted t rou~ the 

ages . Te Bible tells the stor it azin ef ectiveness . avid dis l eased the 

Lo , . A at n came unto im ' nd said unto h " : "There ·e et o en in one it : 

t e one ric. , an the at.er poor . Therich m~n aad exceeding man floes n hers; but 

the p or an ~a noth ·n~ , s · ve one ittle e e 1 b , ihich e ad bought nd re·red; nd 

it 
0
re up to ct~e .~t ~im, nd rith • is children; it did eat o_ his own morsel , n 

drank of his own cu .. , and 1 in his bosom and as unto as a dau hter . Pn t re 

came a traveller unto the rich m~n , and he s.ared to take of his o~m lock and of his 

om l:lerd , t o ress for t~ ... e a farin man that as come unto im, but took the oor man ' s 

l.mb , an dressed it for the man is as come to him . And David ' s an er was reat 

kin ed ag int the .an; and he said to N than : Aste Lord liveth, the man that hath 

done this deserveth to die ; and he sh·1ll r 3store th lamb fourfold , ecause he id this 

thi n0 , nd-bec use he had no it . 

"And ahtan said to David : Thou art the man . Thus sait t· Lor , the God of 

I sr~el: I annointed thee king over Israel, and I deliveredth e out of the hand o aul· , 

an I g've thee t master ' s house , and t m,~ter ' s iv.es into thr bosom, an 

the house of I srael and of J udah ; and if that ere t oo l i t tle then · ould I add unto t hee 

so much more . herefore hast thou espised tle ~ra. of the Lord , to do th t hich is 

evil in • • tt? Uriah the Hittite tl ou hast s ·tte ith the s ord , ~na. his ife thou 

hast t~ken to bet , ife , ..,y, .im thou hast slain i th the s ord of tl-ie c • l,.;ren of 

• Ammon . ;o i t ~erefore, th s ord sh 11 never e) rt from t ·r house; ecause ou hast 

des1ised e , nd hast ta en the ife of Irirh th Hi tite to be th· ife . Thuss ith 

t1 e ord: eholci , I ·il raise u ... evil again!Jt the out thine o m house , nd I 

i 1 take th ives before thine e es , nd ive them unto t y neighbour , nd e 

lie ith th ives in t e i ht of is sun . For t OU di t it ec etl . a but I ill , 

do t ... is t'"in efore all Isr el, • nd efor the sun . An David id unto t an : I 

have inned a i st the Lord . And N t n id unto D vid : he ord ·l th .. ut 
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th sin; thou sh lt not die . Ho 7 ei, bec~u b r thi eed thou hat gre~tl blrs hened 

the e emies o. t . e ord, t e child al o th.;..t is orn unto thee ' . 11 urel die . 

. d Tat· o.n de art d unto his house . 11 

But Gld s Schmitt describes t e sin -- ·tis no loner 1a t h· n a euri e ore 

: vi .s man to : n in • ri c· 
ti to • rouse his re ent nee. Dav·d is no • t pe ce, celebr· ting 

his victo , nd t r e rs . Ttis is no ""he deocribes • tht..n: "This one re, all 

knobbed and gnarled , l i ke ·rickl thorn . One shoulder 1 S hiP-her th n t e other, so 

th the seemed ul r ., s to be t·itc: ·n '·iiS bod r in n e .. s erated hru i iS e . s • 

stre~ked and 1 , .alf bla.c .. , h;;. lf ello ish . h. te, d his forelock ras forever 

le.st red do b the seat of his bro . . San.uel , thou ht Dt..vid , ·as~ scour t o the 

Lion of Benj~ in . But this o is • fl.., buzzi t y eur, ersis en ,.e rous, 

e1n c:1. croc et and old . " 

o. v ere i£ t1e uthor·t for all th-~? rep e et tis okes of 

Isr·e s n e t , t.itc ,i .. • 1 -eJed derv· h, i foref ner of Is&i~ . , ~ ·c·h? 

The a thor i far more.involved an cop£u~ed ·n her reli iou~ re cti s t h·. ~vid 

t .1e J e 1 , s . 

avid hrd s · ned , sinned terribl . ec use o~ the sin , his c.il h t , th.., eb 

had bore unto im becfui.e sick unto death . This i ho·; the i le de cri es t e tor : 

11 cvid t .... eref ore esou ht God for the c ild . often a 

in, he lay 11 ni tu on tee rt . Artl tLe elders of ~·s house ·roe, ~n 

e ent 

ood esi e 

h' , to rc:..ise him u fro the a.rth ; but he . l d n , neither did he e·t bred i t · e .. . 

And i ca e :tp to j; ass th· .t on the seventh the c 'ld died . And t e serv s of David 

feared to tell him th t the child as de(;..d ; for • e s id : Be o1 , hile the ch · ld .. as 

et alive, es oke unto h" , ·nd he Lear~ened not unto o voice; ho, thens, 1 e 

tell im th~t t e child is de d , so th· t he do himself so e h r ? Bu i en avid ... 

V erceived th· t the child 1as e d ; nd avid 

• t • t Is 'ne c .. i"ld ·e d?. sai un o J1S serv n s: nd th s·id : e is e d • Then • vid 

·rose fro tee rth nd .·shed n oin d • self and cha e s rel . n e 
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cu~ into the house oft e Lor3, and v,orshi ed, the e c"" e to his o house; nd 

_en he re ured , the~ set bread efore him , and .e did eat . Ten SQid hi~ erv~r s unto 

him : \,hat thi i t his that thou h·st done? thou didst fast c..n ee _or the c~.d.ld 

,hi ~ i t vas alive , but :_en the child ,as dead , thou didst rise an eat brec...d . 

sea.i d : ,-hile t:-e c4 ild as et live , I fa.Ste and e1-1t ; for I sai : ~ho knoweth 

nd he 

.hether the Lord will not be 6 r._._cious to me , th· t tl e child ma live? But no· he is 

dead , .herefore should I ast? can I bring him baCK gain? I sh' 1 go hi , but he · 11 

not return to me ." 

Here is one o the most su erb sto ies of suffer in and resi 0 nation , .en nee 

n KE r econci liation . 

Here is the ~ the author, iss Sc · tt records t'e sto . . She takes several 

pages to recount David's bitter words of self-reproach and repentance. She ends as 

follows: "He slept profoundly, in dreamless darkness; but ith the first gray sign of 

morning, he started up wide-awake. Ah, God, he thought in terror, I have not yet finished 

with the confessional, and the fourth day is already dawning, and perhaps the child is 

dead ... He rose and walked back and forth across the narrow floor. He dared not either sit 

or lie, for fear that sleep might come upon him, and the child might erish while he slept. 

'Oh God, I bitterly repent, I have sinned most grievously in Your sight,' he said. Then 

suddenly fierce rebellion broke within him. '0 God whom I do not know, I bitterly repent 

that I have murdered Uriah the Hittite. But I rejoice in the depths of my bo,rels that 

I have taken his wife to be my beloved. I have sinned grievously in Your sight. And yet 

I am a better man in the days of my sin that I was in the d ys of my guiltlessness. For 

when I knew her not, my spir it was sealed up as in a charnel house. I ent not forth 

out of myself, nor did any other come in. And if I have shed in t aking my beloved, 

behold, I have boug t my resurrection with my sin. I am alive again, she has drawn me 

forth out of myself, she has borne me into the liquid, golden tide of life th t laps 

aroun the crags and eserts of the orld. Therefore,snite me for my sin, for I cannot renounce 

it. I bitterly repent that hells in the red pluin before Rabbah, but I rejoice hat I 

have risen from the dead." 
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That is a strange confessional. It may be the confessional of some sophisticate 

of Park Avenue but not the confessional of one who lived 3,000 ·~ears ago . 
the 

But one should not be too critical of/g novel by Miss Schr:rl.tt ..... What binds 

the story together in the eyes of Gladys Schmitt? I believe that she sums it up in 

her concluding paragraph which reads like this: These are the words hich she puts 

into the JDOuth of the dying David: 

"And he said aloud, in wonderment, 'Behold, the are not many, but onl One Everlasting 

and Changeless Beloved. From t he first hour #1en I reached out my hand to touch my mother's 

breast until now when I take my last leave of little one, I have sought only after God. 

For to love, to yearn, to lose oneself utterly in any mortal beloved , is to strive darkly, 

imperfectly, h 7 &lfft•eilx&ti: iJ in spite of all the exigencies of the flesh v.nd the 

world, to become a part of that Everlasting Being from vhom we issued forth and unto ,hom 

we go at last. All these, the dead and the living, all these and I myself, were divided 

from the Eternal and the Changeless only for a little while. Behold, the sweet bond 

of mortal tenderness is loosed, a the heavines s of the flesh drops from me , the world 

falls away, the hills and valleys are lost to me in veils of living light. A moment, 

only a moment, and I ill be merged forever in the Lord with those whom I have loved. Why 

should I tarr? Into Your hands I render up mys irit, 0 my God.'" 

The novel of Gladys Schmitt is ell worth reading, ~nd p rticularly orth bile 

if it sends you back to the Bible . 
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