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P SSO 1{ LIGPTS 1D SH O' 

fl 

By 
Dr. Ab Hillel Silve 

t 
The Tern le 

On 
Sund mornin, April 1,146 



Dear Friends: 

The concurrence of Pesach nd Easter on this da stirs the mind tom 

reflections. Both holi s, of the Jewish eo le and of the Chris i&n ·orld re, 

in ori in, Spring festiv ls. Easter - "The Goddess of Spring". The t rm Pesch 

is rather difficult to define because it is rather difficult to deter ·ne its 

exact ea.nin. It ·ust sug ests the s ringin5 to life. Passover refers to the 

amboling of the ne born b. Both festivals sug6est Spring, ne lie, ne hope. 

In the course of tie historicc..l events came to be associc.ted ith he oe to 

festivals. In the crse of Passover - the exodus our foref thers from E pt 

occurred. Int e c se of Easter - the resurrection of the master of Christi~nit, 

accordin6 to trudition, occur~ed durir:. the S ring festival, in fact, durir the 

Passover season. An these hi toric 1 evens too therefore sug est ne life nd 

ne hope . Int e case of Pesach, freedom from s ver. In the case of Easter, 

freedom from de th. 
to 

o 7t e Je.ish eople Passover al as meant mancip tion, the birth of the 

n tion i to freedo. To the Christian 1orld , Ester al as me·nt not onl the rise of 

its aster from the tomb, but the rise of a nev faith of redemption a.nd the s read 

of the doctrine of Love and Brotherhood through the ,orld . 

In 1946, both Je und Christian need the re ssurin mess e of their festiv ls 

to stren then t em in a orld ;herein t e Je is fr fro free und the Chri tian 

doctrine far from triumph·nt . 

e re today on the bac 

won . Th Judaeo-Christian ,orld 

. 

sh of the gre test ar of· 11 times. The ·ar was 

ass ved. But odern rf res ee s like a hurricane 

of destruction, uprooting, upheav·l all over tle orld. 

ot onl are m y odies broken, but the s irit of m n becomes tense. Values and 

s of life re fearfull ren tched. The hol, e of Euro e t od is f cin st rv tion. 

illions of eople are dis 1 c d, homeless. There is hardl a countr in the orld today 

here olitical stabilit exists .... In some countries there is actu 11 ar oin on -

in China. 
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As f r as our o people is concerned, the remnants are in gre t dis ress. 

The victor of the United Nations did not eradicate th&t hatred ihich ,ms so 

assiduously planted in the e rs bet een orld ~rs One c?Jid To. Their lives -- the 

lives of our eo le in the countries in Eastern and Central Europe are still very in

secure and there is gre t unha piness. ~nd DB tens of thousands of our people still 

find t emselves ~s homeless refugees in concentration cams hich have been converted 

for them, but which are still just cams or homeless refu ees. And the re ·ait · 

tod as did their forebears, w itir:g to cross that Red Sea to their romised 16.Tld. 

Here the are ,a·ting for the chance to rebuild their shuttered lives in the 

Promised and . 

The Passover then hich our peo le is celebrati in thi hear is not ~uite 

as ha. sit might be, sit should be, as a festival of n~, life, ne hope. Our 

peo le stands in need therefore of the reassuring ,essag of this festiv~l. It must 

come to our aid at this time, just sit came to the id of our eople .ho stood at the 

Red Sea un~ble to go for rd because of the sea, un ble to o back bec~use of the 

E ti~ns. At that moment , our people became ver. distressed, very embittered. 

turned ith recrimination and denunci~tion u on t eir leader, oses and said to 

him: "Are there no grave- a sin E pt that ou have t ken us out here to perish 

in the ilderness?" Then Moses said to the eo le: "Do not fear t" 

I wish I could sa the s e ords in th. sars the one hundred thousand 

Je ish refugees ho are on this Passover week 'aiting, languishing in spirit and I 

ey 

am sure with a gre t deal of bitterness in their hearts, "Do not be afraidt ou too 

will soon cross our Red Sea of blood. You too ill reach our romised land!" 

I am confident th t these Jes of Europe no in these scattered concentration c mps 

ill this ear or next ear, perha s this ver ear ex erience h·t hich their 

foref thers in E t experienced -- an exodus from their Eg t. They ill find their 

·ay to ne life and ne hope in a ne Hol land of t' 1 eir eo le• 
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This romised land to ·1hich tre •. ill o, with the help of God, this 

remn. nt of our eople, this promi ed land t o hich our forefathers ent a long time 

ago, was in those d· snot inhabited b their kinfolks. The ancient eople of 

C c.an ere a hostile eople. The mcxiem refugees from the lands of E~ t, from 

serfdom and horror, ill come to a land where¥ large Jewish co unity, their kith and 

kin, six hundred thous[md of the ill a;ait them, ill elcome them ith joy nd tth 

eve .,~ manner of hel to strengthen the and to make em at ome. A eople is aitin 

for them, a eo le which is ex eriencing ne life ~nd new hope. 

I was deepl moved this eek, moved almost to tears hen I received b 

airplane flolers from Palestine - these flo ers. The ,ere sent fe da s a o 

from the Vallle of the Sharon b airplane. The ere ~ent to me so that I could 

conve to the Je ·s of America the greetings of the Je1s of Palestine. With it came 

a mess e hich translated, reads ~s folios: II e, t e Yishuv of Palestine, on this 

festiv 1 of Passover co emoratin the liberation of our forefathe s from bondage, send 

rou, our comrades in America, these flo.• ers ro o the soil of t he reborn land of 

Israel. hen our ancestors ,. ere redeemed from Eg pt and ac ieved libert , they 

be ueathed to us and to all mankind their love of freedom. Let this gift be both 

a reme ranee of that dedication and a token of redem?tion." These flowers bring 

us the s irit of the planting, of the Springtime in Palestine, and of t he ne life 

there. And that those Je~s of Palestine could find it in their hearts at tnis time 

of great strug le to send u this messa e t 1rough the fra rants eech o_ flo~ers 

is a tribvte not alone to their stoutness of heart, but to the sensitiveness of t heir 

spirit ..... (Jacob - to sons -- Take tith ou some of produceof land -- means something 

of melod of Palestine). These flowers brin to us so ething of the memody of the 

new life, the reborn people in the ancient land of our forefathers. tis the 

hope that I speaking of, the hope that e need to stren then our hearts. 

You kno, good friends, that when objects recede in the distance and fade in 

si e, th ir colors become indistinguishable. That is true of history, of events of 
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history. But/certain great moments of history, like Passover,/cert in re t 

characters of histor, like oses, for exam le, legend has a a of enl~rging 

their size, of making their outlines even more distinctive and of adding brilliancy 

and life to their color. The Exodus from Egypt has continued to loom lar er and 

increasingl larger, as has the ersonality of oses. Leaders in ev~r critic~l hour of 

our history, particularly in the d.:..rk hours, alwa. s oint to the S ..... ga of Eg·pt as an 

example of encoura ement &s a stren~thening of the s irit of our peo le. 

hen Isaac Abravanel, the noble Jewish st~tesman ho lived throu h the ex ulsion 

of the Jes from Spain in 1492, when Don Isaac Abr vanel, rho as JDDC fin ncial adviser 

to the ro al ho es of Spain nd Portugal, Sp in and later on Naples, vhen this great 

Jew who tried to serve his peo le in Spain tried to use his influence to have the 

eeict of expulsion revoked failed, he went ith hi people into exile. After long 

wandering he finally reached a place in Italy her,e he wrote a comment ry the 

stirring exodus of the Jews •:daM•l•-~J from Egypt o that he could revive the broken 

confidence of his people in their terrible hour. This is how he describes it in 

his own words: 

"When the dreadful news reached the people, they mourned their fate; and herever 

the report of the decree spread, Je ·s wept bitterly. The terror and lamen tion were 

greater than at any time since the expulsion of our forefathers from their own soil in 

Judah to foreign strand.s Ho ever.they~ br - el encoura ed each ot&r: 'Let us cling 

Uili'linchin ly to our faith, holding our heads with prode before the voice of the 

enemy that taunts and blasphemes. If they let us live, e ·11 live; if they kill us, 

e will perish. But e ill not break our Divine Covenant nor shall we turn back. e 

will go forth in the name of the Lord our God."" 

They ·ent back to the lesson of Egypt, the classic example of fear and hatred 

of our )eople, the program devised to exterminate our people, and the archetype in 

Pharaoh of all subse uent foes of Israel. 

"In this spirit," writes bravanel, " t e ._ eo le, old d oung, omen and 

children, a multitude of 500,000 from very province ent forth on one uy, unarmed Qnd 
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afoot .... "Blessed be the name of the Lordt I, too, chose the ath of my people , 

de artin on a seagoing ves ~el. I ~ent into exile ith my hole f mil and came to this 

gloriou~ cit of Na les, hose kings are merciful. T ereupon I decided to ay m vo 

to God b setting u on the task of ri tin a co .. ntn.ry on the books of Kings. It 

as a time to recall the destruction of our Holy Temple d the Exile of our 

people, hich are recorded in these books. It as~ time to remember our glories 

~nd our misfortunes." 

He then proceeded to rite a comment , first on the Exodus from Egypt, then 

on the Book of Kins hich tells of the s+ory of the destruction of the Kin dom of 

Judea and thee ile of the people of B bylon. He then roceeded to write three books 

on the coming of the Messiah, to cheer his peo le, and tu-ough his ins iration 

lar ely from the S g of the Exodus from E ypt bee use th~t ,as the classil:: example 

of Jelish persecution of all times. 
thee odus from 

And ou find in the Saga of;Eg pt the fear d hatred of our people, am ou 

fin the cause which inspires this hatred, the rocr 11 evised to exterminate a people 

nd ilim in Pharaoh the archet e of all subse uent f es of Israel. Th re ias , for e~amp e, 

nothin • in Nazis and nothing in Hitler J 1 ✓ th t rou do not find in E t and in 

Pharaoh. The ,ere afraid of t ' e eo le of Israel . "He holds that the cl ·1drenof 

Isr el re too po•. ;erful for us." Actuall the J e\ s Nere an insi ific, nt percentage 

of t.rie po u.lation. Yet in German , too, this 11as used as • n excuse. First of all 

the discredited the mes and char ed them 1ith dislo lt . "If ever ·ar overtake the 

eo le, these people will join up • ith our enemies." Having discredited them, ou 

begin first to ersecute them, to subject them to all mann r of dis~r· ·n·~tion, to 

embitter their lives, and finally, as the logical se uence, to torture t hem and 

to exterminate them to "thro their c ·1aren into the .ile." 

en I s a child and learned the story of the throwing of the children 

into the ile, I shuddered. The cruelty and bestialit of itt hen I became o er, 

I discredited the hole story. I kne bettert But I didn't because hat the Eg tians 

did as little in comparison ith hat s done in the last fe ars hen men and omen 
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and chi ren v ere exterminated not b, being thro into the sea, but b burnin~ the 

in gas chambers. 

I read the other da the confession of the man o was res onsiLle for the 

extermin tion of three ·1.1ion Jes ade before the Court at urember. This as 

his testinon in 1946, not from the ancient p ges of Egypt. 

"Rudolf Hoess, a sli0 ht, illeek-loo ·n ~all c sually admitted havin~ supervised 

the ecth of 3,000, 00 ersons at the 0s iiecim concentr·tion camp . He told of the 

improvements e had introduced in the s chambers of 0swiec· . He listed as improve ents 

the use of er stalized russic acid r~ther than onoxide s and a chanber in which 

2,000 ersons could be ki led at one time, com ared ith the 200-capacit of Treblinka's 

ten ch bers." 

"He also bo sted of "foolin 1 his victin;s into tbinkine th·t they ere entering 

~ delousing room ruther than a as chamber. 

"In an affidavit that the rosecution r ead to the court , oess testified 

that sometimes the victims realized that the 

had riots and~ difficulties.' 

ere going to their death, and' e 

"Frequently, he continued, when omen I re stripped, it was founrithat the had 

had hidden their children under their clothes . 'But, of course, when we fouzrl them, 

we would send the childrer. in to be exterminated.'" 

The horror toda is the black, moral de rad tion, the utter, utter disre .rd 

of humanity. How can eople do that? Ho can peo~le do that? This is the curse of 

this people , the Germans. They lack ~ sense of humanity . 

-There is a story told of n ancient riest who found a ship ecked irate on the 

shore. He took care of him, fed him and clothed him and he as reproached for having 

sho kindness to a irate o had raided the shored an who had b en res9onsible 

for much theft etc . To hich the pries~ replied : "I h ve ~ot shown re ~rd for this 

mun , but for mankird." 



-7-

Now when a man loses his sense of humanity he is worse than a beast .... 

A 11 this was alread foreseen in the story of the Exodus throwin t hem into 

the Nile. Twentieth century Germany sought to destroy not only the body of the 

race, but the spirit of the race as well . 

In the Deutsche Jugendzei tung, there appeared an it em in Fe bruar - 1940, 

,_. hich describes the burning of the library of the Yeshivath Hakhme in Lublin. This 

Yeshivath at Lublin is an academy which 1vas established before the war and it 

gathered to itself the foremost scholars in Poland. The build up a r.1agnificent 

library of therarest books. rlhen the Nazis marched in to Lublin this is hat they 

did, as described by one of their comm nders. "It was special pride for us to 

destroy this Talmud Academy, knovm as the gr3atest in Poland. We threw out of the 

building the large Talmudic library, and brought it to the market place . Th,·re we 

kindled a fire under the books. The conflagration l sted twenty hours. The Jews of 

Lublin stood about , l'leeping bitterly. Their outcries rose above our own voices. We 

called up a military band, and the cries of triumph of the soldiers drowned out the 

noise of the Jewish outcries." A delight in burning books, bringing out a mi]tary 

band to lay while the books re resenting the travail of the human minds were being 

burned. 

But as was the case in Egypt , so was it the case of the azis . Neither 

Pharoah nor Hitler prevailed. "Blessed be He who keeps hus promis to his people." 

But hope, my friends, is not enough. Hope inspires work, courageous ,ork, 

action inspired b hope, based on the knowledge of history, the classic experience 

of our people. And it is in this kind of s iri t t c.. t we tl..3 t now be in to build 

all th&t has been destro ed, that we must begin to heal t'he ounds .fherever t ey 

can be healed, feed the hun ry to prepare the land for t-e refugees now starling 

by the Red Sea ait~ for t,."le moment to cross over. We must turn our backs on t e 

on t e past and face the f ture confidently redeemed and singing a ne song. We shall 

work all of us, •herever we our in our respective countries, our respective communities 
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for enriching, ennoblin; Jewis,1 life, in full confidence th t a new d ill come. 

We shall rk ith highs irit for all that ls best and and creative in life. 

As far as the Christian orld is concerned on this Easter 1a, I am sure that 

thoughtful Christians, even s they celebr&te Ester, ill reali e ho litt e of the 

visi n of th t gentle Je, of Nazareth has been rea · zed , ON his dreams have been 

trampled into dust and blood, hat a battlefield Chr.ttendom has become 2000 ·ears 

after he pre~ched his , ho those :i10 call themselves Christiai crucified 

six million of his kith and kin. I am sure that Christians ill t · ke all this to 

heart nd tbat they ·11 not lo e heart , for the J ster of t~eir faith too preached 

hope, hope-ins i ed and cour geous orlft for the s lvation oft e orld. 

T ere is on theh>ri on toda the United Nations Or-aniz tion hich has 

ithin k itself the romis of salvation of m2.nkind. Th· t or anization meetin0 o our 

shores, that or nization, Ji ·en t e dfllamic 1 • der • i of one or t o even of one 

po11 r:Alli: of the orld ma· save the .orld. Failin0 th t le:...dershi, thu.t or0 anization 

will go dom to efeat even as the fist Lea ue of Nations did. Our r yer, the 

of Jew and Christian alike is that this United N~tions Or~aniz~tion be permitted to 

ork in the s i it in hich it as ere ted by the gre· t _. o.; =>rs , and not s 

sounding bo rd for ut 1 accus tions and as an instrument in their o er- olitics. 

y ra er is that America, in connance ith its great tradition, .villa sume 

that leadership in the United -tions Orbanization. If that a pens ten e 

and wr children after us ·11 be ·ble to s . . Not only our for fathers, the 

Lo Go, blessed be He, ut even us too, those no come afte us, e ,ill be 

redeeme. 

rayer 
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01 oo evelf I Propo ed 
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The Men, Women and Youth Groups 
of 

(tlevelanb 1obge :fS'nat :fS'tttb 
wiU. observe 

B 9 NAI B'RITH SYNAGOGUE DAY 
AT THE ANSEL ROAD irEMPLE ( t/ \f- (,, 

ON SUNDAY, APRIL 21st, 10:30 A. M. 

The Temple is dedicating 10 B'nai B'rith the Sunday morning Service 

on April 21st. Members of the lodge will participate in the conduct 

of the worship. Rabbi Abba Hillel Sif ver will deliver the sermon. 

There will be special music in observance of Passover. 

You are invited to attend with your family. 

PLEASE PRESENT THIS CARD 

R \. REI ER, Pr i nt LLOYD R, l ir m 
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R tbi A. II. r, 
Th" Te. le, 

Ans~l Rd . ... . 105, 
Clev ... land, 0.6 




