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• 
PASTOR NI OELLER ~Ho DID or OP SET ZIS 

Ont e Occasion of His Visit to Cleveland 

By 
Dr. bba illel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunda morning, Febr r 2, 1947 



y purpose in speaking this morning of Pa~tor Martin iemoe ler, who 

is visiting our city this ee:<: is not a pole:nic· 1 one. I am not interested in 

criticising Pastor Niemoeller There i much in the c reer of this eminent 

Pastor, es ciall in the more recent year3, that is eservin6 of praise. He 
is 

undoubtedly is a man of courage, of deep religious convictions, a man ho/willing 

to stand alone if need be, and to suffer for his faith as he sees it. 
A 

Ont e issue of regiment t ion~ state control of his church, Pastor iemoeller 

op osed the azi regime valiantly and incurred its hostility in conse uence of hich 

he spent nearl eight years in Nazi prison camps and concentr tion camps. 

One oes not single out such a man for condemnation, an I for one ,ish 

neither to condemn him nor to ttack him. It is only hen the eminent Pastor is 

extolled as an heroic, .jiff all.. out anti-Nazi, the unfaltering cham ion of human 

ri hts W1def\-. Hitler, the ~efender of the ersecuted Jes of Germany, the pro het 

and martyr of t he noblest ideals of a.nkind, and t he hoe and ;rro ·se of a reborn 

and re enerate Germany - it is onl ten that a note of caution is in o er. 

For b· his record, Pastor iemoeller does Iltlt fully measure up to an of these 

designations. 

Leadership in all fields of hwnan endeavor is a very criticdl and decisive 

business 1 bspecially is it very critical and dec·sive in the field of the uman 

s - irit and religion and in those areas hich involve national morality and t e 

ethics of olitical at ction. The uality of its s iritual leaders1i will 
.... 

et_rmine in the long run the conduct of -w.e nation. It is therefore of utmost 

im ortance for any peo le, and more es ecially for a eople 1hich as a result of 

a self-willed and disastrous ar, finds itself 

chaos and is groping its a to reco str ction 

and spiritual 

es.ecially im ct nt for such a eople to examine the credentials of the piritual 

lea ers ho 1 d it before the iar, and ho now as.ire to le~d it a in. 
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The rise of the Nazis to power in Germany was the gauntlet thro m downJIII"' 

tbe 8&a~leBg.e to all the intellectual and spiritua l forces {>f that country. The 

vicious neo-barbarism which Nazism represented, the all .t organized attack on 

the entire Judaeo-Christian tradition, ' on all the rights .of man ·.vhich came to be 

established in ''lestern Europe as a result of the French Revolution, t 11is insolent 
~ 

ac:tcPh±togaat and bitterly relentless at.tack 011 bhe:,o iuadltltsm,.., on,.t:be-spiritual 

~ cultural and intellectual values of man should have aroused the strongest 

resistance on the art of all intellectual academic forces of Germany and on the 

part of all religious leadership, Protestant and Catholic alike 1in that country. 

"'if The intellectua l leadershi., the academic and university leadership of Germany
1 

""" 
taken in by the , chauvenistic preachments of 

~ 

_u_ium 
1
or they 

u....'4~":1.1:!~ 
~ the new regime of force and 

' 
terror. exp anation has yet been 

I" 
given the tota l and complete collapse on the · art of the intellectual 

forces of Germany. 

The religious forces did offer some resistance -- and be th t said to 

their eternal credit -- resitance only to a degr~e , but resistance nevertheless. 

The resisted the regimenta tion of their church. They insisted upon the rights 

and prerogatives of the church t..1.J~..- G1eichs'h.a1tung of t heir religious 
"' 

.99BYigti9~ . They did not champion , not by any means, emocr cy in German, or 

freedom. They did not champion the right of free speech,~ree ress, or the rights 

" of the individual Nhich the state was invading• r dld t warn against the 

• 
pro ram of territorial exparai.on which the Nazis 7 r did they waste much 

time in fighting racism or the Nazi persecution of the Je~s. They did oppose 

the Nazi attem t to make the church the tool of the stdte , to super-impose a Nazi 

control the ecclestical affairs of the church. They did fight the pagan nd 

violent anti-Christin and anti-Church propaganda of the Nazisjfor the Nazis hated 
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Christ and his gospel almost as much ~s they hated the people who gave---• to the 

world. 

In 1955, soon after ca e into porer in Germ ny, 

e fort t ~ ough the Nazi Chµrch Part- to~ ranize the vangelical Chu.re of Germ~ny. 

The :- had already imposed a Reic is~op, Lud ig Mueller1upon the Church of Germany, 

a bishop ho sided ;Tith t e Nazi Church faction and ho hank red after a Jesus 

as he put it "after the Germ n f ashion." He didn't like the J e ish J esus • ..-.....u 

a Nazi Jesus~ boots, spurs, ichrecklichkeit and all.,,1\ni ~~••e CNm&n Qmei~iian&, . 

-piis Nazi ~:u.c~rt demanded that all Chri3tian clergymen •ho had any Je ish 

blood in their vein should be fo;ced out of their µ:>si tions. .Altd> that year, 

t housands of Prot3stant clergymen be it said to their credit rose in 

op osition to this and in defense of these Christian clergymen ho had Je ish blood 

in their veins. And t'.3e won. 

---~r~t that time, I recall, in December 1955/I publi hed an article which I 

ca led a "Church of Laodiceans?" in ;hich I s~id: 

"No0 the "llions of men and fomen throu~hout t he ~orld ho -trled their 

courage and rej oiced in their - ctory onder . hether t'1ey iill take the next step 

which is clearly die5.ted b the logic of their position. They muct surely reali r., e 

that their moral responsibility as spiritual lea ers of their people does not end 

ith the rejection of the race doctrine in thei church constitution. Surely they 

cannot close their eyes to the "llions of 'Judaeo-Christians' who have been deni _d 

e ualit of olitical, social and economic status un er t hen w regime bee use of 

the Je ish blood in their ve· s . Th se millions of Chr" ti~ns who belong to their 

churches liave t he right to turn to them in their hour of need an. to eJ :Jef ct them 

to s ... ak u in their behalf and to ch ion their cause. 

"And vhat of t he Jes? Do not thee clergymen ho hive no demonstr&ted t he r 
~reat Aeal in Jrotecting the historically Jewish character and values of their religious 

/tradition feel any moral compulsion to speak up in efense of the Jes of Germany? 

If anti-Semitism has been fOWld to be a menace to the Christian Church is it not 

also a menace to a Christian State or to y civilized State? 
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"• ill not the Chri tian churchmen of the world who upheld t he hands of the 

Germ cler en in their war gainst t he invasion of t heir church b-- the ne- azi 

ideolog-J , no urge u on them t he moral imp rative of courageous! championing the 

cause of the millions of men, women and c. ildren who have been denied their elementary 

h an ri; hts in the new Germany and ho are being subject d t o the cureles t dis­

criminations beca se of t heir race? Do these Germ~n clerg.rmen wish to take upon 

t emselves the reproach which as hea ed u on the Church of the L odiceans : "I 

kno,1 th y works that thou are ne • t her cold nor hot; I wo thou -fert cold or hot . " 

"Surely Chris t i anity c~nnot r ast content ~ith this first skirmish ~hich it 

h s on. The real battle hich ill test its soul must still be ·a
0

ed." 

I 1rote this in December, 1955. But I am afrai that t :ie Church of Germany 

did not go much beyond illlltr vigorious defense of Vhristia.n cler ymen of artial 

Jewish descent, and I am afrai that Pastor iemoeller did not go much beyond these 

cler ~me ~, altho h he was erhaps the most 1 en among t hem, and on this 

articular issue, t he most forthr" : ht and unc om r o "sing. 

Reference h s been made b friends of Neimoeller to an article hich he 

published in his church magazine called the "Yo'llI16 hurch" in . ·ch he championed 

t '1e cause of the Jews of Ger an~. I am &frc..i that is not uite cor r ect. P~s t or 

iemoeller, ~J ... &iiali.i::::9t'::::t2:Zl:._Mll'M~e merel~ championed the c use of his Christian 

brethren J ewish ori in. 

I read P stor iemoeller's book called "God is y Fuehrer" hich cont ains 

t :1e l ast 28 ser mons which he reciched in his church just prior to his imprisonm nt 

in the years 1936-37. I found in th e sermon fre uent eloguent and moving efense 

of t he ri ht~of his church, the r· ht of his church to denounce attacks ctgai nst 

the Christi h Church, t he r" 0 ht to publish ten es of those ho seceded from 

t e church, the right to collect off erings and alms, to carry on activities in 

defense of those ho had been im risoned ... but I failed to find in thos e sermons 

any defense of the hundreds of thousands of other people, both Jews nd non-Jes I 

~ho were la uishin in German concentration c mps bec·use oft eir politic 1 vies 
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their economic views'~eir racial origins. I failed to find any championing of 

driven t o the conclusion that what primarily interes ted 

Pellilnnre!~ll human beings, butJ..he:;,,igh~t~i,,,-· 

jr these ~e not 11interfered it11,
1 

e 110u1~d~~~~:_:: 

that was ha~pening in Nazi Germany-

' 

nis church. t ::tr 

with everything~ 

~ 
In t he booK written by a Jew, Leo Stein, ,ho SJ ent some 22 months in prison 

with Pastor Niemoeller, &nd who~ny conversations with t e Pastor, &nd who 

has t he highest admiration for..th@ Past01 - in this book called "I Wvo.s In Hell 

with Niemoeller," ther e i s a passage . ich gives the Pastor's a praisal of the 

problem as he saw it -,a. I uote from this book the words of the Pastor himself: 

"Luther once prophesied that a terrible darkness ould come over Germany 

because of contem t for the Bible. How little did I realize then that this 

rophecy would come true in the very near future. For at that time I t hought 

tat good was be inning to overcome evil, t hat t he people had reasserted themselves, 

and that Luther must have had in mind some other P3riod. The l ~st fourteen years 

under the Democr atic re ublic were t he years of darkness, when im unity 

criticize God and the Church and refuse to pa their Church assessments. low, I 

t hought, the ears flight : ere returning, as is al Nays t e case after perio::ls of 

darkness. That is h t I told my family and m friends. T _day I kno v that it was 

altogether wrong tha t the Ev~ngelical Church should offer its sup;ort to Hitler. 

' 

a -~·,nkened from our pleasant reams. There : as no cessa tion of the pro "lg' .nda 

against t he church s, as ad been promised time an time again b itler and his 

lieutenants. On t he contrary, it was intensified. During t he time azis 

were consolidatin their political position tey did not attack the churches directly. But 

when they felt th0t their position was secure, they put forth a plan for reconstituting 
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the churc es th=t ie could not ossibl accept . The l~n as to unif all the 

c_.urches in Ger ~ny, and to force them to ad ·u t eir doctrines t o the azi 

ideology. Without waiting for our consent, or even consulting us, Ritlar a ~ointed 

an arm cha lain, Lud i 0 ueller, as eichsbishop. The creation of this ne office 

meant the closest su ervision of t e Church b~ the .:3 t ate . The 1 ecihsbisho had 

su~reme control of~ 1 the Churches of Christ in Germany. 
• 

"The indi nant protest of the Evan.,. lical and rlom Catholic vhurches .ere 

ans·. ered ith the ex 1~nation that in the ne 'f Germ n~ onl one chur h could be 

allowed to exist . And if th· t church exp~ted "'•oral and f immci-11 ::.ssi... ~ nee 

from the St· te, it i'lou.ld have to conform to the olicies oft e St .... te ." 

. rtin jiemoe, er w s subm rine officer durin6 the First 1orld ,ar . _;rr,. 

result of hi disillusionment W the i'laJl, n . hc..t follo.ed, he ecjJ_ed to nter 
V l 

t' e ministr • He· • s orda.ine in 19i4. e "oined th _1a.z . Party. One . enders h • 

Th-re -.. ere ·11ions of Germans, not cl r en, ho r fused to join the c: zi Party ... 

His friends non say he never. as a member of the rtJ, but that 'he voted for the 

art r in the ear ier riod." That is not ve im ort nt hether he s am ber 

for a time or heth r he onl voted for it. 

•hat is im ortant he be ie ed in the ~azi progr m, that .e ~cce ted 

e looked to azism to s ve 

Ger~any, as Hitler said, "from the menace of Communism,:' ... ha t azi ... m as the Ta" 

e looked upon Hitl , to uote his o ords, "as an of ~alv ti .n or German. 

instr Pnt a proved b G for the revival of the Germ n soul and as ab r tote 

further ·--est :rard advance of a Goo.less com nun.ism ." r"'or years e move long "th 

the azis even~ ter is ordin tion. Ae as Jlltl anti-Demo rat, f.ly anti- epublic~, 

Ei/f anti- rl · am rian. ter on, much ater on, e ac • o.1le '8'1 e d een 
se 

eceived. In m humble judo ent s . ritual claim to 

le ders i s t in t. e ears follo· ing 

Hitler's accession to po 1er, in 1953, 1:iild til he i risonedl is disi io ent 
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• ·as not it1 t e azij ... ol:t.i.~ 1 ictatorship , t· eir p n-Ge_m nism, t eir ·- r-

for:ient i ng mili ism, but wit their ass 

t·1ei r per sec tio~ not so much of -Jav.s J ·· s o 

in thei= e ns . 

He • s set to the co ce tration C_m 

tion of authority o er tre c1urch, and 

Chriot · Il.:, 0 ad some Je •·sh b ood 

I 
• 1 --7.-:-,:;9,., 1Il _..,v ./.L .:J , a.r or ke ou 

• s a result a t e azi ef ort t") dominate t·~e orld , ja l!OM Pr..stor ie oeller 
1 

I offer d 11is servi es to . it 

,o. rs ,1: J. e • 1 not o fer 

t i..::,ht ... Q i 

_id services ti.s 

to brings iritu~l c 1 ~ort to solriers , but to fight in th- ·e n avJ . 

.e hc..s s .:.nc 

of • 

o Crist in A .er.i.c~ , 
"It is tr et ·t 

:~ 1 nc...tion , tn I 

e er 

emo l er offe ed i -e 

t l "),.,,... el:".er v • B11t it must be re mer th 

... or tvm ;1e::.:r..., , ost o t' e ti. .. e in s lit~ r co 

otin t'.e 

OX'l.C. 1 0 t t.-

,f . ' 3t r 

the r.e n 

ti he ·ha bee 

so th -- t no cc 

3 

s 

r: 

in 

it rned 

te 

0 le e e · t ~ er of .itle I - _o eian olic 0 0 t e intern .... tion .., l si tu--tion . ;:) 
0 . 

eo r ..,r > us X 1 . e~ . n a •bl • ,..,.., 0 s .., · t + e assume t .. t t ,,. 
0 ¥ - -' ....,~ m .... v, e e •• 

n e. r.+ r o • li t ... r· " d V 1 cer 
to 

n - t <;,t lf it .. t. c1 do ,.,7£: v rt'!ro t e u., 0 

ue: r r t .. n co I.. nt " 
-'- l .• , 

- ti n . e '-' L '-' j .J. , 
' 

L. to ie 1 r · 11 r t,.c: C nc -+-rt -'-i C'" in 
A 

in er e 0 ve t n e t., 

~ " 

0 0 J o~ r i 

" You u t am . I 

. f i' ... r , ~. e 

cc fo n • mu"' t 

I er , , ar, . ,. n "oes ' t .. t;, 

oun.... to join the ••• I th · er. 

t'e ' tl o. e 

lo 
., 

i to 

I . C 

s i just r 

. eo le .ill be~ 

t • .I. -
.1.1 c cici -

r ere:- t.· 0 

e . . . 
ur.j ,. .I.. 

..., .., ' 
• .I. 

v 

u u 

ore c 

1 · I 

' 

t..:.o 
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in tu.e fu-:ure, but mor tli.ar tJ:...i I cn.r .. not orr:ise ... 

rmc..n • o le are rot a c:~Dt d to t , Dort of democra.c: : ic ... c ;,.is ts 

in Brit~in nd the ni ed Strt s. he Ge an .deo le & "e iffe en ... t. e~ like to 

be ~ov rn d; t~1e r like to feel aut ority ." 

think this fairl;:v well re resar.ts Pa.stor ... . oel er's mi d as 

&te as June 1 45 .. is not the stuf ou of -k.1ic .. "rop .ets 

of , &.nkind . 

ie .. oeller .. s al o 

o ~, Leo St in' s
1 

"I ·;,as in e 1 ·vi h .a.Tiem c e:r'1 ~ d from ot 

source ~ du t~ra.r:ces of ~iemoeller, it is cl -art ~t t e Pastor be ieved in 

much oft e azi ro cg rd~ about the Jews. e believed that the • eTTs stould not 

olitical e_uality in Germ~n , to t office, to sets int e 

Reic stu. e be iev d t1at thee in tue rofess • on . ~ 

'nf i 'er· n., t e great aim o the } azis te ,_._. ........ cert~in restrictions t ~inst 

the ews seen.ed tu be tolerable. He acce""ted t e 1azi thesis that e-.s ere 

responsi Jle for the ;einr~r P..epu ic and si ~e th&t lterrible mistake, according 

to t e a is, the Jev1s should not be allo ed to bold office~ 

had an intervie ·v· v;i th Hitler in 19':l2 t ·r _ic . tiru ~i tler promised 
I 

» allow or.·roms against the Je s. "There ~. • 11 be restriction • 6airs t t e Je•,,s , 

but t' e re i 1 be o hettos , no • " An1 ie oe er as s~t · sfied. 

P.e elieved him. But on t ~se m~tters, "Hitler 

betra·ed hi . 11 I subn.it (' the si of t e t ime, this re~diness 

to comprondse with b ic rinci les of ri h &.nd j st·ce, t · ,3 e ". se .. i h · ch one 

b, lies of clever ch&r a tcl.nS , this f uilure to 6ras p tha. t "certEii 

1::11.l'l'!?i~~t~s 1 ad on ;..1:1'1 ~ to oth r res tr· ctions, to e loi t· tion,:1rl~ile lil,;• ca,..--,.,"'r, 

' 

is 

mass~cre nd t o th~ exter ination of six million eo l e - this fuilure to ~rs 

the fundbr ent· l issu s involved in the hole com ex of Jazisrr. scis o er 



Q 
~ ....-,eriod o a hole 0 en r&ti:;n, a man to the role o a o he 

or s iritu 1 leu:er of 1e. I 

&stor ie oeller w&s ar.d is~ ood, n ly, and ~.e i-r-te tioned 'r COU!" 

:,, in this countr 

eou 

m~n , far more courrgeous th n man ; others in Germ-n, ~nd, 

ortunutel he did no atcL his hour. - I .ue tion ett r he 

ma Chi% his hour . ithin the limitu.tions 0 is rs ective he so ~ t to ren .. r 

se ice , E1Il But his pers ective 1 ust e extended ILUC further , UC f t er 

before he C i:.i___,ht '!e 1 becon.e, E.. -rc:rt f v ctor in the s .. -iri ual 

~re , t • on . 
s encour· ·ement in f,ct regene 

th t mo e recentl there h s ore forthr~ ht .n corsiste t line in so e of 

his ut terc..nce . !e b ee. stres ir 0 t .. 1e 5uilt eo for 

for the exterti.~tion of~ six il'ion Je ,s . hat t Ks cou C e. 

is ev ·~ence o s iritu&l stre t. l!.Il st~ es i . 

I kfurt on J n r 6, 1946, fore re res n ~t · s a t e Confes$ional 

Churc he "'"v e Jre sion to his se se of res O'l □e 0 t 
t e 

Je, s . the Ger an eopl . I uote frcrr./ . Cl..vert : . • 

"If I meet tod.a· & I m T h ve ~om in the r st , I , • s a Chris ian, 

cannot do • n hing else but sa· to him, ' y de r .rrie d , here I efore ou and 

·•
1e cannot f ind each other bee use t' e is uilt. bet ee1 us . I h v s • ed nd 

m eo le have sine .... inst • our eo le d ourself . I be ruu, in tle n e of 

G , to seize a.n ccirr, , a r uild so th t • e m re "oin • ' n :in . 

is rnother ... uot· ion fro n ddr s s in erlin on 0c ob r r7 , 19 6 : 

"So fl.r , .,e h V no ta en ... eriou 1 tr:e cone ep tions of 6uilt 

atone .ent . ,e i·er dr ,.mi ·ten ··,e thou ht uilt belong d to t e P st . ihen, 

ho ever , in the midst of g. Christi·n eople 6 , 00, 000 .ersons • re e iber el 

mur ered onl~ because tle belon ed to ·noth r ·ce , no one can t e 

uilt is not fe f " 
I hoe th t t e f· stor ne, conviction 1hich h0 s 

him • is ·ould :cam· in ,. ■ t realist in is re c ing f r o ere on . 
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recently ma e statenen th·t • nti-
.., 
e itism "Co ssion nd it for the J. sand 

hl.t s done to not b~1 the Allies , ut b God, is one of 

I m ~ r~id th~t thee ,o ds of Pastor 

unret.listic .... of the present situation in Germany. 

the 

dead. It is :manif stin0 itself ith increasin ou Ge 

Jhat e ~re o t afraid of in this visit to 

P stor ie oeller is that visit an utter~nces ffia be used to 11 , the 

oft Am rican eople bout the of 

Gerr:1 n hie ,ill a~ain ma e it t he menace o~ 

the :::reat rovide 

it fter t be first 

nd leadersr.ip to dominate t e orld . 

Ge le ~;hole . orld needs rea l ro hetic I • 

voices 

or 

Jeremiah 

in· 11-out soul, ho 

cl[sses, reli ions, ho facef trut u..~co .romisingly, 

realisticall, ... erml t..1-iemsblves to be ta en in -
lesser consider tions. Po.stor iemoeller ma1 Abe such a voice 

a s to come. If e ill be, the 7forld ill 

record u to no., I am afrai that he h"s not erited full 

manr of hi ad ir rs 1ould like to 6 ive him. Le der~bi is 

test. The future ill tell ,heth r in Past r 1iemoe er 

s~irit 1 er or just nother o ular fi 0 ure. 

n t 

the 

the ex edienc of 

Ger r in t ti 

e b sis o~ h~ 

esignation ~ 1 so 

searching 

~ 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT PASTOR MIEllOELlER 

By Samuel McCrea Ca,verL 
General Secretary, Federal Council of the Churches 

of Christ in America 

The presence of Pastor Niemoeller in this country is proving a spiritual 
blessing to the great number of people who are flocking to hear him. They see 
in him a living symbol of the fact that in Gormany itself there was a courageous 
resistance to Nazism in the name of Christianity. They rerr.ember that he spent 
nearly eight years in Sachaenhausen and Dachau, although he o ould have boen re­
leased at any time by agreeing not to attack the Nazi State. They have not tor­
gotten that it was this evangelical pastor who so infuriated Hitler as to l'D8.ke 
him declare, 11 It is Niemoeller or I." 

In the general chorus of welcome, ho,vever, a few captious voices complain 
that Pastor Niemoeller ought not to receive such a tribute from the American 
people. Curiously enough, some of these voices in the years betvteen 1936 and 
1944 vJGra singing paeans of praise about him as an oustanding defender of free­
dom against Nazi tyranny. 

The important issue, of course, is not their attitude toward him but the 
truth or error of vrhat they a.re saying. Their criticisms are based on the follow• 
ing allagationsa 

(1) that NieJnoeller was once a member of the llazi party; 
(2) that he had no quarrel vdth the political objectives of Hitler and 

was concerned only with a defense of the Church: 
(3) that he has not admitted the moral responsibility ot the German 

people for their treatment either or the Jews or of the peoples 
of invaded nations. 

Each or these allegations is false. let us look at the record. 

1. Was Niemoeller a Nazi? 

Pastor Niemoaller, according to his o,m statement and the testimony of 
those who have known him long and intimately, was never a member of tl's Nazi 
party. No evidence has been brought forward by his critics to support the state• 
ment that he once belonged to the party. If there is any such evidence it ought 
not to be difficult to produce it, since the records of the party are now in the 
bands of Allied military authorities in Germany. It goes without saying that if 
General Lucius D. Clay or his office possessed such evidence he would not have 
given Pastor Niemoeller an exit permit to come to this country. I talked person­
ally with General Clay in Berlin last July about Niemoeller•s visit and at no 
time did he give the al ightest intimation that he regarded the pastor as one who 
had ever been a. member of the Mazi party. 

It is true, of course, that before the evil genius of the Nazi movement 
became fully apparent Pastor Niemoeller was hopeful that it would do tor Germany 
what it proclaimed it would do. He even voted for the party in a minor election 
in the earlier 19 riod. Thia was a time, however, when not even tm Americana 
who had abundant opportunity to view the German sitWltion objectively were yet 
alert to the menace of Hitler's leaaership. In 1933 Niemoeller broke so com­
pletely with Nazism that t~e press and the radio or the v.orld nade it a feature 
story. Thia, it should be renembered, was five years before Hitler•s triumph 
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at Munich • an achievement which was widely hailed in America and England as 
meaninG "peace in our time." 

It is e1so true that Niemoeller offered his service to the German navy 
in September 1939. But it must be remembered that at this tirre h3 had been in­
terned for two years, most of the time in solitary confinement so had no accur­
ate knonledge either or Hitler's foreign policy or of the international situa­
tion. I.Ioreover, as ha explained in a published statement, he assumed that there 
was a strong movement of underground resistance to Hitler amonc military and 
naval officere and that by identifying himae lf with them he could do mn,.A + -
overthrov, the Fuehrer than by staying in a concentration camp. n ariy case, it 
is not fair to attach more importance to this single incident than to Niemoeller•s 
~bolo anti-Nazi record. 

~• . ,Did ~Tiemoell~r. Opp~st?: Nazi Political ObJe.ctives? 

It was the 1-lazi attempt to force the Church, along with all the other 
social institutions of Germany, into conformity with its cn·m ends that awakened 
Martin Niemoeller to a horoic defense of freedom of conscience. But to infer 
that this meant that he was concerned solely vdth an acolesiastical iroblem is 
wholly unjustified. The truth ie that it was impossible to separate the parti­
cular issue of freedom for the Church from the whole is sU3 of freedom for any­
body or anything under the totalitarian regime. 

This ·was illustrated in one of the earliest clashes betvreen Niemoeller 
and Hitler. It had to do with the Nazi racialistio doctrine - more specifically, 
the so-called "Aryan paragraph", designed to eliminate all those of Jewish de- 1 

scent from any post of leadership anywhere in Germany. Niomoeller repudiated / C) 
the principle by insisting, in an article in "The Young Church" in 1933, that ~ 
it was contrary to Christian teaching and so must not be applied in the Church. 
The effect or this action (for which he was temporarily removed from hie Dahlem 
church) was to call the entire tmory or racialism into question. 

If documented evidence or Niemoeller' s opposition to Uazi political 
objectives is desired it is immediately at ha.nd in tho frumus lel:tx>r of tho Evo.ngoli­
oal Church to Chancellor Hitler in June 1936. This was ,·tidely quoted in the 
press and published in full in Movember of the sane year by the Carnegie Endow­
ment for International Peo.ce. This letter, v1hich bore the s i&natures of 
Niemoeller and nine others, deals not only with the probloms of the Church but 
also -idth burning issues of national policy. For example: 

"When blood, race, nationality, and honor are thus raised to the rank 
of qualities that guarantee etornity the Evangelical Christian is bound, 
by the first cannandment, to reject the assumption. When th> •Aryan' 
human being is glorified, God's Word bears witness to the sinf'ulnoss of 
all men. When, within the compass of the National Socialist view of 
"rae, an anti-Semitism is f'or.ced on the Christian that binds him to 
hatred or the Jer,, the Christian injunction to love one's neighbor still 
stands for him opposed to it." 

Again, listen to this, from the same document, 

"The Evangelical conscience, the.t shares 'th3 responsibility f'or 
the people and the government, is most heavily burdened by the faot 



that there are still concentration camps in Germany, tmt describes 
itself as a country in which justice is administered, and thi t the 
1Jl9a.sures and actions of the secret State police are exempt from any 
judicial control." 

In speaking as a Christian against the totalitarian regime Miemoaller 
was not marely defending the Church but attacking_ the whole totalitarian phil• 
osophy. It is worth vthila, in this oonriection, to recall Albert Einstein's 
testimony. After pointing out that all the other institutions in Germany, like 
tho universities and the press, succumbed to the Nazi p-eesure., l'Yl adds: "Only 
the Church stood squarely across the !8-th of Hitler's campaign for suppressing 
truth. I never had any sre cial interest in the Church before, but now I feel a 
great affection and admiration because the Church alone has had the courage and 
persistenco tc, stand for intellectual truth and moral freedom." For that record 
Martin Niemoeller - together vrith one or tv10 others like Cardinal Faulhaber .. 
is chiefly responsible. 

The critics who today allege that Pastor Miemoe ller did not oppose the 
political objectives cite the despatches of certain novrspaper correspondents who 

1 
/ 

reported an interview with him in llaples in June . 1945., just after he had been \-/ 
released from concentration camp. But these despi.tohos gave a gross misinter­
pretation of his views. Y{hen he said., in reply to a question. that he oppose·d 
National Socialism for "religious reasons" they jUJllped to the 1-asty and unjusti-
f'ied conclusion thl. t he was interested only in ?la.zi intrusion into ecclesiasti-
cal affairs. Fortunately, there is convincing evidence that he uant so~thing 
very different from what they inf'erre • Chaplain (liajor) David L. Ostergren, who 
was then in Naples and in daily c ontaot vrith Niemoaller., talked vdth him on the 
afternoon of the same day on which the interview took place, and before Miemoeller 
knew what the reporters had said. This is Major Ostegrents account of' what Pastor 
Niemoeller told him, 

"He said, 'Some t9ople oppose national Socialism for political 
reasons, soma for economic reasons and some for sociolo~ioal reasons. 
My reason goes deeper the.n any of these and includes all of tmm. For 
example, liational Socialism encouraged s ooialization of marriage ••• 
This violated the commandment., "Thou shalt not commit adultery." 
National Socialism took over property in o. way that vrao none other 
than stealing. Thia violated the commandment, "Thou shalt not steal." 
Mational Socialists murdered cruelly., ,·.'1 thout causo, the Jevts am many 
others. This violated the commandment, "Thou shalt not kill." 
National Socialism disregarded tho rights of the individml, making 
him only a cog in the machine of the state. This is contrary to one 
of the baaio ideas or Christianity vJhioh emphasizes the sacredness or 
human personality.'" 

This makes it completely clear that wtien Pastor Niemoeller said he 
opposed liazism "for religious reasons" he did not mean tmt he was interested 
only in the administration of' the Church. 'Hhat he was really saying was that 
all his standards of' judgment vmro determined by his understanding of' the will 
of God and his Christian interpretation of human lif'e and conduct. This, aurely, 
is the most deeply•rootod ground of' opposition to a totalitarian regime and all 
its institutions that any man could have• As Pastor Niomoeller said in hie 
address at Seattle before the Federal Council or the Churches of Christ in 
America on December 4, 1946, sumxr.arizing the experience of both Protestants and 
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Catholics in the fight with Hitler: 

"The churches had to bear v1itness to the validity c£ God's command­
ments and of Christian moral standards both for the individual and the 
social life of the nation. Thie w:1r oould not be avoided and it had to 
be fought to the end, until either the stato renounced its totalitarian 
claim on the very souls of i~s subjects or the churches revoked the bind­
ing character of God's will for human life. 0 

3. Does lliemoller Cont.ass the Horal Responsibi litl 
of the German People? 

During the period since he became £roe to speak to his fellov;-oountrymen 
after his release from Dachau, Martin Miemoeller has again and again declared 
his conviction that tho Gernnn people as a whole must accept moral responsibil­
ity for the terrible ovll wh1oh Ue.za lat loose upon tho vrorld. Tmse addresses are 
a matter of public record in Germany. They have gone so far in confessing the 
guilt of Germany that he has been the target of muoh criticism in his own country. 

In his r irst address before a representative body of the German Church, 
in Stuttgart in October, 1945 (on an occasion when I myself vra.s present) he 
affirmed that it was not enough to blame the Nazis. Christians also, he said, 
had to confess their share of guilt because they had not spoken out suCfioiently, 
and it vras because of ~heir failure that tremendous suffering had been caused 
through the German occupation o£ Poland, Holland, Czecho•Slovakia, France, 
Norway, Greece and other countries. 

Similarly. in an address at Fr urt on January 6, 1946, before repre-
sentatives of the Confessional Churoh he gave expression to his senae of respon­
sibility for the treatment of the Jews by the German people, 

"If' I TI"Bet today a. Jew whom I may have known in the pa.st, I, a.a a ~ 

(D Christian, cannot do anything else but say to him, •My dear Friend, 
here I am before you and ,,e cannot find eaoh other because there is 
guilt between us. I have sinned and my people have sinned against 
your people and yourself. I beg you, in tm name of God, to sei1e 
and carry away my guilt so that we may re join again. t 11 

In the same vein ho said in an a ddross in Berlin on October 27, 1946: 

V "So far, v,e have not ta lcn seriously the conceptions or guilt 
and atonement. We ,vere dreaming. when ~ thought guilt belonged to 

/~~the past. When, however, in the midst of a Christian peopla 6,000,000 
\.:::::J)1ersons are deliberately murdered only because they bal onged to an other 

race, no one can maintain that the guilt is not a fearful reality. 0 

When Niemoellor appeared before the faculty and studonts of Erlanger 
Universi-'ty.-o~y 22, 1946, his central theme was the "mountain of aocurnul°ited 
guilt" of the German people. He said, in part: 

n Today 1V8 must ask oursleves 1 •Do we want to repeat our mistakes 
of 1918? Do we want to trust again in the old ideals? 1 It looks today 
as if there was quite a tendency in thie direction. S01ne say, •The 
ideals of Naziem were not all bad. And we can build upon what is left 
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to us. the good oonsoience or the man who is convinced that he only did 
his duty• the pride of the honest soldier who followed the call of hie 
country. 1 For those vlho believe that, it is very lard to admit tha.t they 
fought for falsehood and indeed a criminal cause. And if' one tel ls them 
that everything they believe in was fraud, it creates a terrible situa• 
t ion for a man vrho thought he was doing something ••• And yet the sickness 
that grew into s uoh a crime as the world had never seen before - t his 
sickness started in our nation and nov,here else. 

"We Christiana must face this guilt and c oni'eas it. If we do nat 
face it, it v,i 11 remain. Remember, 30 to 40 million died as the result 
of' our actions - and nobody in Germany seems ready to confess guilt. 
Adolf' Hitler and Himmler got away, but they left us the ,;uilt. And even 
af'tor a thousand years this guilt will still remain unless we faoe it. 
rre must start ane\·r and we must begin by saying, 'We are guilty and 
deserve punishment.'" 

Surely this record is such as to justify the con~iotion that those who 
are eager to see a Germany freed from the totalitarian philosophy have a great 
ally in Pastor Martin Niemoeller. 

, 
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Fact from the Record 

Before and during World War II, Pastor 
Martin Niemoeller was a leader of the opposi­
tion to Hitler. 

As early as August of 1933 Dr. Niemoeller 
was removed from his parish for an article 
attacking Hitler's treatment of the Jews. 

His organization of an anti-Nazi opposition, 
which had grown to national proportions, 
resulted in his arrest by the Gestapo in July 
of 1937. The opposition took the name of 
''Confessional Church' '. 

His trial in February of 1938 brought a 
sentence of only eight months which he had 
already served. But Hitler rearrested him 
and kept him in solitary confinement for 
three years in Sachsenha.usen. The last five 
years of the war were spent in the Dachau 
concentration camp. 

In Dachau be read over 400 American and 
English books and learned to speak English 
well. 

At Stuttgart he signed the declaration of 
church leaders that they felt a personal share 
in the joint liability of their nation because 
they had not done more to prevent it from 
taking the course it did. 

A 1th o ugh limited in strength, Pas tor 
Niemoeller is revitalizing the Christian church 
in Germany. He is vice-president of the 
Evangelical church there and head of its rela­
tions with foreign countries. He is an alter­
nate on the Provisional committee of the 
World Council of Churches. 

Cleveland will be one of a relatively few 
American cities in which he will speak. 



Quotation from Hi Talk 

''It is well known that through the whole 
period of the Nazi regime a war raged between 
the totalitarian state and the Christian 
churches.'' 

"This war could not be avoided and had 
to be fought to the end, until either the state 
renounced its totalitarian claim on the very 
souls of its subjects or the churches revoked 
the binding character of God's will for 
human life." 

' 'God has not honored one single denomina­
tion by making it the stronghold of Christian 
resistance; instead, He condescended to choose 
a remnant in each church body to perform 
this.'' 

"Through centuries we have lived on in 
the solitary confinement of our denomina­
tional seclusion, not believing that the bar­
riers could be cast down and not even allow­
ing God to do so.' ' 

''We knew what to preach and how to say 
it. Preaching became the most urgent and 
the most delightful thing in the world. Hun­
dreds of laymen went into the pulpit after 
the pastors had been taken away by the 
Gestapo.'' 

' 'As long as Hitler played God's rival, 
preaching was not difficult at all .... At 
Barmen we had proclaimed the absolute 
sovereignity of Christ. But after Hitler had 
gone what did Christ's sovereignity mean? 
Was our church and was our nation in need 
of Him? Were we ourselves? Yes, we wanted 
Him badly. We wanted to be comforted by 
Him.'' 



··It was the hour of great temptation for 
us as well as for the whole church. One step 
only and we should have had the chance of 
winning the sympathy of our whole nation.'' 

''We had to remember that there is no 
comfort in the Gospel except for those who 
enter in at the straight gate, and that we 
were not authorized to alter Christ's original 
message, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand'.' ' 

'' That was the way we came to our mes­
sage. Repentance was to begin in our life 
and work and only then could we hope to 
preach the real and full message of Christ's 
sovereignty in the midst of a world full of 
guilt, sin and misery." 

For additional information write or phone: 

The Cleveland Church Federation 
1010 Hippodrome Building CHerry 3147 

Rev. Raymond L. Spoerri executive ecretary 

Dr. Oscar T. Olsen i chairman of a special 
committee for the event. 

Member. are the heads of district ministerial 
as ociations, representatives of Missouri Lu­
theran churches and others including Dr. Verner 
S. Mtunbulo, chairman of the religious work 
department; the Rev. Harry W. Baumer, chair­
man of the religious education department, 
and Robert Crawford, chairman of the depart 
ment of busine. . and finance. 

The offering, above expense., will go to the 
European relief program of the World Council 
of Churches. 

A new amplification sy tem in the Public 
Auditorium is expected to be ready. 
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A CHURC OF LAODIC= S? 
l~-17-33 

The Germans ave at last 1is overed that otc.Jl and Jesus c~nnot be wors' ip ed 

simu taneousl in one and t e same c~urch. 

The Nazi Church Part, ich sou~ht to Ar anize t~e Evangelical Church of 

German , h s been officially disban ed . The Ar an cla ~e ~ic as intende t~ force 

Christi n clerg en havin 5 Je. is 

Choleric Lud ig iueller, Reic 

blood out of their )OSitions hdS been rascin ed. 

· shop , 7ho h s been h~Ill{ering fter a Jesu- "after 
• 

t he Ge an fashion" -- boots, spurs, "schrec lie keit" an all -- h. .... s been ... orced 

to sever his connections it~ the N zi churc faction . The tlible, about ~hich the 

Ge ans since t e d ys of Luther have been fighting so much an so gorily, remains 

the source of Christian authority . The Old T st ent, -- th t thorn int e flesh of 

Sie fried 1s little step-children because Jes rote · t -- h· snot been elimin~te. 

The Ne Testament has not been revisad and t e i~une o the entle , pacifist and 

communist Jess h snot been recast in tne mol of Thor, God of Thunder nd of l r . 

Christianity, that" roduct of a m:>ribund civiliz tion o uear 

re~ains true to its original J uic ins ir tion. 

The fur t~ousand Protestant clerg en o rose u"' in a 

e it rrb.na ns," 

a ainst the attempte 

azi icati n of their fait .. • ere uick to realiz th t it as t e ver.,· soul of 

Christianity hich ~as involved in the struggle, and t1eir corel"gionists in Englan 

nJ. ~iCi:i 

V 1.&1 no1 t e millions of men and 

ho ra lied to their sup.ort also r_ liz d it . 

omen t ro1.1,shout the o a )1 ude .... orld their 

coura I and rejoiced in th ir victor • on:ier ether they ill take t e next step 

hich is clearl dictated by the logic of t' eir posi1:ion . The· m st surel re· li e 
do 

t~-t their mor 1 resJonsibility ass iritu 1 lea ers oft eir peo le not end 

ith t e reje tion of the r,ce doctrine int eir churc constit tion . Surel they 

c·nnot close t.ei e es tote millions o "Judeo-Christians" ~-mo ha e been enied 

e ua ity of olitical, soci 1 an econ mic stats un er t e ne regime beca e of 

the Je · s blo in their veins . Thee millions of Christi s · o belo tot eir 
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churches have t~1e right to turn to them in their hour of need and to ex ect them to 

speak up in their behalf and to champion their cause . 

And what of the Jews? Do not these clergJmen who have no. demonstrated their 

great zeal in rotecting the historically Jewish character and values of their religious 

tradition feel any moral compulsion to speak up in defense of the Jews of Germany? 

If anti-Semitism has been found to be a menace to the Christian church is it not 

also a menace to a Christian State or to any civilized State? 

Will not the Christian churchmen of the ,rnrld -1ho upheld the hands of the German 

clergymen in their war against the invasion of their church by the new Nazi ideology, 

now urge upon t em the moral im erative of coura eousl cham ioninJ the cause of the 

millions of men, women and children ho have been denied their ele entary human 

rights in the new German and · ho are being subjected t ~ the cruelest discriminations 

becau3e of their race? Do thee Germ lerg.m n ish to take upon themselves the 

re roac' ~hie was heaped u on the Church of the La.odiceans: "I know th works 

that thou are neither cold nor hot; I would tho ve t cold or hot." 

Surely Christianit cannot rest content with this first skirmish Nhich it has 

won. The real battle which will test its soul must still be a e . 




