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PALESTINE REVISITED 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

At 
The Temple 

On 
Sunday morning, April 6, 1947 



From the reading ot the public press one might gather the impression that 

there is JJOthing in Palestine today but violence and turmoil and bomb-throwing 

c.Dd explosions. That, I am &£raid, is a distorted view, a picture entirely 

, 

out of focus. Here and there there is a flare-up of violence in Palestine. I 

arrive:I there shortly after the bombing c£ the Officers' Club in the City ot 

Jerusalem where quite a few lost their lives. A few days af'ter I left Palestine, 

on my return home, the oil tanks at Haifa were set aflame. During part of my 

stay in that country, the City of Tel Aviv was under martial law. The movement 

of its civilians was sharply restricted; and of course their business activities 

were considerably interrupted. · During all my stay the c.;ity of Jerusalem was 

under curfew, one could not be on the streets of the city after six o'clock in 

the evening. This was a considerable inconvenience although it did permit some 

harassed travelers to catch up on sleep. 

ihile I was in Palestine two ship loads ot refugees of so-called illegal 

immigrants arrived and the soldiers of Great Britain had to carry out Jlr. 

Bev1n·•s dirty work or driving these refugees away from the shores of the Jewish 

Ha tional Home. One ship actually succeeded in evading the blockade while the 

others were sent back to the detention camps in Cypress. 

In Palestine one sees today almost everywhere British military tanks and 

armored care~ and f:111 the roads, an amazing nU11ber. Great Britain is complaining 

that 1 t can't sup .·ort its ten thous&lJd troops in Greece and Uncle Sam is 

invited to come to the rescue or its illlpoverished Exchequer. But Great Britain 

is able to finance 100 thousand troops in Palestine, the largest concentration 
/ ' 

of troops today in an area that small. '~ in Washington they haven't yet 

asked the question or tound the answer tor it - why should we take over Great 

Br itain's financial coJDJDitaents in Greece and at the same time watch Great Britain 

spend huge SUJDB ot money, iall tens ot millions ot pounds annually to retain a 

huge army in Palestine? 
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One sees barbed wire almost everywhere. I didn't know there was so much 

barbed wire until I came to Palestine. And behind that barbed wire is the proud 

British Empire barricaded lilce a besieged city, barricaded against the J ews ot 

Palestine, the most peacetul. folk that ever came to build there with their own 

labor and sweat and substance. The country that fifty-two nations declared to 

be the Jewish Bationa1 Home. 

Al1 these are visible evidences or a high state of tension, a degree ot 

cOJlf' llct and smoldering resentment which one finds in Palestine today. And these 

are the dramatic facts which make the newspaper headlines which you read in your 

newspapers here and all over the country. And they are real. They are menacingly 

real. 

But there are other real f a.eta 1n the Palestine situation. There are other 

real events which are even more important and which must be ta.ken into account 

if you wish to get a true picture of the r eal situation in the Holy- Land today. 

The country today, .Palestine, is busily at work and prosperous. There is no 

unemployment in Palestine. There ie a great demand tor labor. Trade and industry 

are expanding :In spite of the straight-jacket in which the Sterling bloc tinds 

itself' which makes it difficult for the country to import goods and with the 

consequence of excessively- high cost ot living in Palestine. 

' . In the cities one seea a great amount or building going on, construction, 

new business ¼uartera are springing up, new residential quarters, new shops, 

factories, new public buildings all over the country - at a remarkable tempo. 

I had occasion to visit a tew of these centers during my short visit in the 

City c£ latanyah which was founded some years ago in honor of lathan Strauss, a 
~ 

city between Te1 Aviv and Haifa on the coast, a beautiful city which has now become 

the center of the diamond industry in the country and which also has some very 

important canning f'actoriea. In the City or Betanyah I round hundreds of' ex-
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servicemen, Jews who had r ought in the British . rmy, busily engaged in building 

great new sections, quarters for new factories, new homes, with the most modern 

machinery. 
. 

In the same town c4 Netanyah I .was privileged to lay the cornerstone or a 

new residential section that the community graciously founded in my honor and 

called B'vai Abba. It was thrilling to take the stone and lay the foundation 

of a new community. Am they told me that within a year or so there would be 

hundreds of new homes in that section. And it will expand. 

In another city, a suburb of Tel Aviv, called Ra.mat Gan, a beautiful city of 

some 15,000 people which prides itself on some 15 public parks. Ramat Gan is 

manufacturing today silk and aluminum ware, refrigerators, shoes, plastics and 

a new chemical industry is developing very rapidly in that city. In Ramat Gan 

they bestowed upon my an honorary citizenship so in case I should try to leave 

Cleveland there is a city to welcome ma. A remarkable amount of building is 

going on in that community of Rama.t Gan. Hot to speak of the great cities of 

Haifa and Tel Aviv and also Jerusalem where there 18 a tempo of construction 

reminis~ent of the speed and abundance of energy and the over-llowing confidence 

of energy or the pioneering lite in this country. A great number or public buildings 

are being erected at this t.tme or turmoil and difficulty. I participated in 

a ceremony on Mt. Scopus ,,here the foundation was laid for adding to the perfectly 

magnificent group of hospital buildings of the Hadassah in Jerusalem. 

An:l similarly in the fields or agriculture and colonization, whether it is 

the colonies or the small holders settlements of the workers or or the collective 

settlements, the ldbutim, everywhere you find expansion, growth, new settlements 

new colonies. I also had the privilege of being present at the dedication of 

new colonies build on land purchased by the B'nai Zion, an organization in the 

United States. 

An area where new Jewish colonies are springing up almost over night is the 

Negev which is to the extre■e South ol Palestine and which up to now was looked 
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upon as desert. The Negev which is about 45~ 0£ the area of the whole oountry 

was nothing but waste and sand with a few wanderinb bedouins. Into that area 

young Jews or Palestine moved and are moving in today. A few weeks before I 

arrived, in one day, eleven new colonies were build in the Negev. The colonists 

had to cart water dozens of miles, water to drink, water for irrigation, ~ater 

for the cattle. They ·carted the water in b.1.rrels and tanks. But they have now 

begun to lay a pipe-line. Before long that area will be as beautiful and 

productive as the Emek .... Given the ·possibility of irrigation, thee is an 

inexhausti""Jle suppzy or cul ti va table land in the Negev. 

So that, everywhere, in spite of the interference of the Mandatory Government 

there is going on in Palestine today a rapidly evolving expeanding enterprise~ 

pioneering lite which one ought to baar in mind when one reads the headlines in 

the newspapers. Life is going on. The Jews of Palestine are not to be deterred. 

They are full. of courage, confidence, plans and dynamics. Thia is no exag eration. 

Thia is no propaganda. 

The day after the martial law was lifted in Tel Aviv I ttended a performance 

in Tel Aviv or the Habimah - Fdifice Rex - in Hebrew or course. It was a 

perfectly magntricent production. Here were hundreds and hunireds of JeRs from 

Tel Aviv who had come out ot martial law sitting there listening to this 

magnif'icent drama as if there were nothing that happened and confident that 

nothing can happen. They were there. 

That night I visited a home where some 40 or SO of the leading people were 

present and they spent the evening discussing plans for the future, singing, 

dancing - and the British were behind the barbed wire. They were detel"ld.ned 

to resist this lawless mandatory regime. There is a sharp disagreement as to the 

f'ora which this resistance should take. And this sharp disagreement may lead to 

serious conaequences. And that is something against which the Jaws or Palestine 
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will have to guard themselves. There is in Palestine the great resistance 

organization, the semi-official body known as the Haganah which from all reports 

h s some 70 to 80 thousand members which ha.a been devoting itself' in recent months 

exclusively to the task at bringing refugees on ships to Palestine and trying to 

run the blockade. This body, the Haganah, accepts national disci:;>line and tries 

to coordinate its activities ... And as far as possible, the Haganah tries to 

avoid unnecessary bloodshed. But the fact that the Haganah has in recent 

months limited its activities to bringing ships to Palestine has given the opportunity 

for another resistance movement an undergrotadresistance movement in P·lestine 

which is bent on much more intensive aJ1d violent resistance - that is the Irgun 

Zvi Leumi. Tb.is body has officially declared war on the British Mandatory regime 

and conducts its activities as though it it faces enemies in the cowitry. And 

many of its acts, as you know, have led to bloodshed and many of its acts have 

~rought down upon them sharp denunciation of the Yishuv itself', the official 

representative Jewish body in Palestine. And there is a great danger that serious 

conflict may develop between these two bodies and that third and most extreme 

though smallest group, the t>ternist group. 

Th re is a great need in Palestine today for great statesmanship which will 

persuade this Aitzel group to submit to national discipline - else it might lead 

to very 3erious conse · uences. But all Jews in Palestine are determined to resist 

the lawlessness of the present regime, who are trying to keep the doors ot Palestine 

shut against the Jes who have every right to enter the country. 

The Jews are not fighting the Arabs or Palestine. They are fighting the British 

not the Arabs. The Arabs have been not <m.l.y corr ect in their relationship to tba 

Jews, but from what I was told in many instances friendly and helpful. 

There is the story or the prominent Jew in Haifa who owned a store. An 

Arab friend entered his store and said to him: "You are a donkey." And the man 

said, "What do you mean?• "You are a donkey. I am a donkey,• replied the Arab, 
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"and Great Britai n is riding us both." The·· understand, the Arabs do, that regc..rdless 

of what the politicians at the top say, that England's measure against the Jews are 

not intended to help the Arabs. 'J.'hey intem to maintain the power and might of the 

British in Palestine. And they are just as much opposed to Jewish indepen:lence in 

Palestine as they are to Arab independence. 

The last time I was in Palestine was some fifteen months ago - toward the 

end or 1945. The -political situation has gravely deteriorated since then ... Bevin 

is detenained to liquidate Zionism. Mr. Bevin has a simple line - very simple. 

While he is a very shrewd man, on the subject of Palestine, he is grossly ingnorant. 

Mr. Bevin knows the Jews of the world are very anxious to get the rerug '.:!eS from the 

DP Camps into Palestine. He has heard or the Jews' determination to get at least 100 

thousand refugees into Palestine. Mr. Bevin is prepared to agree to that. But there 
• 

is one condition -- that the Jews sacrifice t heir entire future rights - all their 

rights are to be surrendered for the privilege of bringing in these 100 thousand 

refugees. These 100 thous..md are being held as hostages. That is his line. That 

i8 why when the President of the United Sta es urged, nearly two years ago, that 

100 thousand certificates be issued immediately to the Jews in the DP camps to permit 

them to go to Palestine (men, women and children who had never known what the word 

home meant) - when President Truman asked on a humanitarian basis that 100 thousand 

certificates be immediately issued, Bevin and Attlee retused. Instead, as part of 

a delaying device, a pressure device, they suggested that a committee or investigation 

make a study of the facts of the DP camps - facts that everybody knew. They said 
on the report 

120 days and no more would be spent/because the situation was so grave and urgent. 

And the Anglo-American Committee or Inquiry investigated and brought in its 

recommendations that these hundred thousand be allowed to go into that country in 

1946, that land restrictions be removed. Immediately llr. Attlee and Mr. Bevin 

replied - no - that before that could be pendtted (1) the Haganah should be 

dissolved, (2) that U.S. must promise material aid in Palestine. Am months went 
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by and none of our refugees were permitted to go into th.it country. And f'inally 

Kr. Bevin ca.me forth with the nortorious Grady-Morrison proposals - the li uidation 

of Zionist Rights to the Jewish National Home. In place or the mandate, it was 

proposed that the Jews be given provincial autonomy in an area 1/5 the size of 

Palestine - 1400 a uare miles. The origina1 Palestine, under the Balfour 

Declaration was 40 thousand.qua.re miles. The first partition took place when 

Transjordania was removed. In the remaining 1400 square miles a no Jewish state 

was to be set up but the Jews were to have provincial autonomy. I suppose they 

would be permitted to have their own fire department in it. And irom1gration even 

in that area will be ultimately controlled by the High Commissioner, not by the 

Jews themselves. Great Britain remains the sole trustee over the whole or Palestine 

be,Jdes staking out for itaelt a large zone ot its own. That was the Grs.dy-14orrison 

Porposal. 

That w s rejected and by the American Government, too. 

Then there followed. within the year, you rlll remember, the proposals or the 

Executive of the Jewish Agency as a maxiaum effort to solve the problem of 

Palestine. The Jewish Agency proposed a great sacrifice. In my ju:lgment it wc..s an 

unwise proposals, namely to partition P· lestine, to set up two states, a Jewish 

nd an Arab state .•. The Jewish Agency thought this plan was so tair, so just that 

Great Britain would grab up this plan. But that wasn't in Bevin's mind at all. 

He didn't want an independent Jewish state. le didn't want an independent Arab 

State in Palestine ..•.• 

After those proposals were mad•~ the Zionist Con~ress met in Ba.ale. I 

reported to you the resolutions which were adopted. Mr. Bevin in the meantime 

had called a Jewish-Arab Conference in London to discuss the situation further. 

Tbe Congress said that we should not go to that London Conference unless conditions 

changed. But some ot our people did 10 not to official •etings of' the conference, 
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but did go to unofficial meetings. AmTthe result of these numerous unofficial 

talks it became clear that Bevin was determined to force upon the Jews his plan and 

that he would accept no other plan. And he thereupon announced that having failed 

to bring the Arabs and Jews into~ agreement he was now go~ t o turn the entire 

matter over to the United Rations. He however had no intention or giving the 

Mandate over Palestine to the United Nations. We discussed this matter in 

Jerusalem at the meeting or the Executive or the Jewish Agency and we are persuaded 

that Great Britain has no intention of giving up the mandate. They want to exchange 

it tor another mandate. They want a new model mandate which will relieve Great 

Britain of all pro-Jewish responsibility ... Tbe Colonial Secretary said as much ... 

Last week there appeared a reported dispatch from London in which he writes: 

"The British have definitely decided not to relin uish their mandate in Palestine 

to the United Nations when the ueneral Assembly meets to consider the Palestinian problem, 

it was learned in an authoritative quarter today.• 

"In fact, the Dritish seem determined to reserve their position all along the 
United 

line and, while they do not say that they would reject any/Mations' recommendations 

that they surrender their mandate, they point out that the General Assembly can make 

only recommen ~ations, not decisions.w 

•Hence, any deci sion aust, in the final analysis, be made by the British 

Government and not by the United Nations. This means that the British, in effect, 
I 

have given up nothing so far as Palestine is concerned. Moreover, it was made clear 

that they consider the present situ&tion as 'frozen' until the United Nations makes 

its recol11Dlendations 1 it any,• 

"Far from throwing their mandate down on the table of the ueneral Assembly-, 

the British ~re now in the process ot considering whether they should not ask the United 

lations to confirm the■ in their mandate, or to anminate them as trustees.• 

And in the af'ticial text of the British Government's request for a special 

session of the General Assemb]¥, these are the words& 
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"His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom request the Secretary 

General of the United Rations to place the question of Palestine on the agenda 

of the General Assembly at its next regular annual session. They will submit to the 

Assembly an account of their administration of the League or Rations mandate and will 

ask the Assembly to make recommendations under Article 10 of the Charter, concerning 

the future government of Palestine." 

And Article 10 of the Charter says, namely (Quote) 

referring 
- In otbe r words, Bevin is asking through this move of /the matter to the OI is 

the approval of this international body to the White Paper of 1959. If Great Britain 

gets that ap9roval all will be well. She will have the power of the international 

body to back her up. If she does not get that approval in the same ray that she 

ignored the reco encations of the Anglo-American In uiry will she ignore the decieion 

of the UN after having given a pledge that Great Brit6.in would implement these 

recommendations. 

We resolved in Jerusalem at the meetings of the Executive to prepare our case 

to the United Nations when the matte~ to prepare our case for our full rights under 

the mandate which gives the Jes the right of free immigration into Palestine and 

free colonization with the object of ultimate4 building Palestine into the Jewish 

National Home. We will present that as our demands. That is our program and on 

that we stand. We will tell the story of how the mandate was :tii violated time and 

again by a tait accomplit. We will demand or the United Nations that if Great 

Britain wishes to carry out the Mandate in its real spirit, which is the sole 
!U. 

re~son for/keeping the mandate -(that is O.K.) Palestine is not part of the 

British Empire. However if' she does not wish to carry out the obligations of the 

mandate, she must get out. That is what llr. Churchill said. That is what we shall 

say when given the opportunity to appear before the UI or the committee to be 

appointed b the UB. And any other proposals which may emanate as a result or 
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th :? meetings of the UB, proposals for settleJLent, compromise which will safeguard 

our rights to colonization, immjgration, we shall most thoughtfully consider. 

Our American Section of the Jewish Agency was authorized to prepare the case, 

to do all that is necessary to mobilize support for our cause. And in this matter 

the attitude of our own government will be most decisive. The attitude of our 

own government - that is of our own state department, is not very clear, because 

in the lawt few weeks, our government seems to have entered upon a radically new 

foreign policy with reference to the Middle East. The implication of this new 

foreign policy upon our cause is as yet not clear. The United States i::; entering 

in a very affirmative way, not to say aggressive ay into the political situation 

in Greece and Turkey. It means to maintain a ~etinite political line v,hich is part 

of the Middle East where Palestion is am important section. It is backing up 

Great Britain in that art of the world. I am not now passing judgment on whether 

it is right or wrong. I may have something to say about it when I discuss the subject 

next week. Will this identification of our policy in the Kiddle ~ast also man 

complete i entification with Great Britain with reference to Palestine or will 
• 

the United States with reference to Palestine adopt a line independent of Great 

Britain and force Great Britain to follow it in a just solution of the Palestine 

~r blem. • c -r,r ·'ls er has not yet been given in ashington. If the United 

St tes enters into the questions of the Middle Est on a far larger scale, it is 

entering the Arab world. It has lways had inte_ .. ests in an Ar b world. It has 
interests 

extensive oii/in th t Arab or+a-. Will the United Stu.tea Gor,ernm nt lso fall a 

victim that ro-Ar b appeasement polic in these oil interests, or will:it come 

to t ~ke the position that the interests of the Je · ish National Aome and the interests 

or American oil are not in con4"lict that oil interests of America do not demand 

the sacrifice or Je ish r ights in Palestine. A response to th&..t fundamental uestion , 

has not been given. Therefore e do not know -hat position the 0nited Sta es will 
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take in the United Nations, whether the United States will ta.lee the position dictated 

by American public opinion, by the Congress of the United States, by its oeglislators, 

by the people of America, press for Jewish rights in Palestine ..... Should the 

United States take not a hostile attitude, because I do not think it will every talce 

a hostile attitude, but a neutISl. attitude, an uncertain umbiguous positi.on, then 

our cause before the United Nati ons will be in danger. The line for those who are 
to be 

deeply concerned with believing that Jewish rights are not/sacrificed in the game 

of pov.•er poll tics is that Palestine shall be open for our people and that the 

important work which was begun there years ago shall continue uninterruptedly. The 

line from hfl.'8 on is veryclear. We must continue first to press all along the line 

for an immediate relaxation of immigration restrictions to enable our unfortunate 

brothers and sisters to come to Palestine. Discussions in the United Nations 

might take months or years. Secondly, we must mobilize all of our friends, Jews 

and non-Jews, and we have many great friends in the non-Jewish world, to see to it that 

our own government become.a our friendly advocate in the United Nations in conformity 

with the positions taken by our government time and again. We are not asking our 

government to do t.nything which it is unwilling to do or that is contrary to American 

interests or which the American people would not do. 

In December, 1945 the Congress of the United States passed the following 

resolution: "Resolved b.> the .:>enate, the House of Repres entatives ccncurring, that 

the interests shown b~ the President in the solution of this problem is hereby commended 

and that the u.s. spall use its good offices with the mandatory power to the erxl that 

Pal stine shall be opened for free entry or Jews into thttt country to the maximum or 

its agricultural and economic potentialities, and that there shall be fu.11 opportunity 
' 

for colonization. and de~elopment, so that they may freely proceed ;ith the upbuildiDg 

or Palestine as the Jewish national home and, in association with all elements of the 

population, establish Palestine as a democratic commonwealth . in which all men, regardless 

of race, or creed, shall have e ual rights." 
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This was adopted a little over a yearago by the Congress of the United States. 

In July, 1945, a majority ot the Congress of the U.S. addressed a letter to the 

Presi ent of the u.s. in which they said: 

"Kr. President, we believe that the time for action is now. ~e respectfully urge, 

now that hostilities in Europe have ceased, tha all po ers of our Government be exerted 

toward the immediate ful.fillment of that policy to which.America is so deeply committed. 

We earnestly request you to use your influence with the Government of Great Britain, 

the lla.ndatory for Palestine, to open forthwith the doors of Palestine to unrestricted 

Jewish immigration and coloniz~tion; and we hope that you will urge all interested 

governments to join with the United .:>tates toward the end of establishing Puleatine 

as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth at the earliest possible time." 

And 40 governors of as many states in the Unitea States a year ago sent the following 

memorandum to the President of the United States. I read this one paragraph: 

"The policy embodied in the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate for Palestine has 

had the full support of every American President Democrat and Republican alike, from 
.. 

oodrow "ilson to Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The American people, through the two 

major political parties have lso recorded their un~ualified support for this historic 

objective, for which, further, within recent months, 33 states of the U.S. representing 

80 percent of the population of our country have, through resolutions adopted by 

their respective State Legislatures, also expressed themselves in full accord. In 

his hostoric message of October 151 1944, President Roosevelt spoke for the over­

whelming majority otthe American people when he said: 'I am convinced that the 

American people give their support to this aiJD' and pledged himself to bri.ng about 

at the earliest practical moment the realization of the Zionist program. 

"We believe that the time has come when concrete measures must be taken to open 

the doors of Palestine to Je 1ish mass immigration and colonization and to bring 

about the earliest transformation of that country into a free and democratic Jewish 

Commonwealth, and we most earnestly urge upon you to take such action as will 



-15-

cont riute to this end. In any steps which, Mr. Presi ent, you may take t o bring 

about the realization of this program we desire to assure you that you can rely upon 

the approbation of the Ameri ~an people and count on our individual sup.Jort." 

This, I take it, is American public opinion and this, I urge, is what the State 

Department should represent at the forthcoming sessions of the United Nati ons. Failing 

to do that, it will represent not the American people, but 10 Downing Street, not 

the will or the Americ&.n people, but the oil interests in America. It is our duty 

in the next few months to remain on th alert to see that such a political wrong 

such a political disaster does not take place. I don't know what will be the outcome 

when this comes up before the United Nations. ; e can't get a worse deal than we have 

been getting at the hands of the British Mandatory. Of th' t I am sure. The issue 

has now been taken out of the narrow confines of one country which has its own 

interests, its own personal sacrificial interests involved and has been trunslated, 

transplanted to an international seat where we will have another op)ortunity to present 

the whole story. Whatever the outcome, I say to you my gocd friends, from ihat I 

saw not merely on this visit to Palestine, but from what I kno of the temper, the 

mood of the people and what I know of the Jewish people outside of Palestine 

this heroic, epic, magnificent work which has been going on in Palestine for some 

years now in such a magnficent fashion will continue uninterruptedly into the future. 

Thp, Jews are determined to build in their ancient homeland a new land for themselves 
long 

and their children, finally and at/last to gain for themselves n tional status, a natinal 

position in a world which denied them that for 2000 years .•• The Jews of the world 

and its leadership are determined and confident and hopeful. 
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