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UN-AMERIC ACTIVITIES IN SHINGTON 

The Investigation of the Film Industry nd the Threat to 
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~ 
Dr. Abha Hillel Silver 

At 
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On 
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Americans will recall that the Constitution of the Unit d States vo 

not have been adopted but for the agree· ent to submit to the people of the 

United States immediately after the adoption of the Constitution of a cert· in 

number of amendments ~hich the peo1 le 1ere demanding in order to make more 

explicit in the Constitution the rights of the indivi ual as ell as the rights 

of the states. They were µ.eased ith the Constitution. But it Ras not enough. 

The lib ;rties of the individual citizen vere not specifically enough fined 

and safegu red in the dr ft of the Constitution. And so, at the ve~ irst 

Congress of the United St tes, at its very first session, ~hich met in the 

Cit of Ne· York on e~te1ber 25, 1789, it submitted to the st test elve reposed 

amendments, ten of hich wee adopted. And these a endments, hich have come to 

be • novm s the Bill of ights in the Constitution of the United States. The 

first f these ten amendments reads s follows: 

"Congress shall make no 1 w·res~ecting nest blishment of religion, or 
I 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of 

the ress; or the right of the people peace·bly t o assembly and to et·tion the 

Government for a redress of grievances." Congress bas no right to make any 1 w 

res ecting these rights of ci~izens of the United States which are thei s 
they 

inalienably nd/are not subject to mvision by ny act or arry legislative bod . 

This i the bul~ark of ~bat we call the meric n system, the Americ n 

y of life. As you see, it is very precise, verJ categorical, une~uivoc 1, 

as concise as the Ten Cou.Illandments. They knew exactly llhat the nted - these 

Founding Fathe s of our country who ashioned our Constitution after a long and 

bloody revolution against tyranny and oppression, a~ainst an invasion of the rights 

of the individual. 

All the other amendments which were dopted ·re very vit 1, as ell s 

the many ~rovisions o the Constitution itself, the origin 1 seven articles. 

But thisfl.rst amendment, lus rticle 6 of the Constitutions h"ch reds th:lt 

"no religious test shall ever e required s a uali !cation to ny office or 
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public trust under the United ~tates" - these re the v~ry heat of me ic n 

democr· cy. 

Now from time to time in the last 158 y3ars since the do tion of the 

Constitution, attempts rave been Dl9.de to circwnvent hls menament to ~strict 

it under one stress or another by one class or another, sometimes by sinister 

forces prompted by self-interest whose cnncern was not the preserv~tion of m ric n 

democr cy, but the exploitation of meric~n de ocracy for elfish inte ests. 

But at other umes, attempts to ignore, to circumvent the clear intent 

of this amenduent were made by Jell-intentioned people nd certain gr ups, 

forces e ger to efend the merican ay of life by methods specifically rohibite 

by this Bill of Rights, the very bul ark of the i:\.mq_ican ay of life. 

At this moment , ·ue re all living in the emotional bacba.sh of a 1orld 

war, in a world frightfully unsettled, disturbed, unhappy - and e are ~fr id 

of many things - the insecurity of li~e today, the mysterious forces hich 

are swirling all around us. e feel th4t this· r- e kened nd r-r,.1v ge 

may be con1uered by political economic system hich we dislike nd istrust, 

a system which in so many ways seems to le opposed to our erican . y of 1ife. 

e are afraid of the propag nda of that system, its .ropag nda notcnly abroad 

rld 

in other r · nks, but here at home, and e iouldlike to check this robe · nd neutr lize 

it in some way . 

n there are many patriotic merican citizens who oul li1 to check this 

Communi t propag nd because of a re 1 sincere concern of the survival of eric n 

democracy. nd there are othe s, cry to-F scists of one sort o another hose 

conce n is not concern of Americ .n emocracy but who oul like to incite an 

anti-Communist crusade in this country to check not only communism but 11 

forms of r dical movements in thi country in the rope of checking all rogre sive 

political and economic aove ents in merica under t he battle-cry of anti-Communism. 

This, you will recall, is a well knmm techni ue hich f r a time proved ver-:f highly 

successful on the Continent of Europe and led to the second orld ar in which 
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democracies strangele enough found themselves fighting not against Communism 

but with Communists, a ainst Fascism. 

But even the .veil-intentioned .... nd sincere lime "'icans are unfortunately 

fre uently l ed astray b their concern for the · meric n ~ay of life and 

resort b metho s ltogether Un- meric· n and the ~eby endanger or efeat their 

own purpose. 

But fortun...tely there are alvmys present in Americ .... n 1·fe counterv iling 

f rces, men and women who remain sober and first in their traditions and strong 

in their faith t :1at the best ·ay to serve the American iay of life is to ke 

it mrk, men and women who :ealize that th real danger to democracy is not 
cunning propaganda 

from the/1 1 of alien ideologies, but from the failure of the American emocracy 

to make good on its promises and give its people freedom, security, e ual opportunity . 

Two events of recent days illust rate these t wo tendencies - the i ght nd 

the wrong way to defend the erican way of life. The first is the robe hich 

was carried on b. the Hou3e Committee on un-Ame..1.ic n activities in .. shington into 

so-called Communis t activities in the ovin:r 1 icture hiustry in Hollywood. 

And the second is the report of the Presi l ent's Committee on Civil Rights. 

ow hat ias wrong with the probe of the Film Industry by the House Committee on 

un-American activities, the probe which :as so noisily ·nd highly ublicized 

as essentially that it is a dishonest probe, a dishonest investigation, because 

there was no needibraich an investigation. 

Of the tens of millions of Americans who weekly r monthly r yearly 

go to mov·ng pictures, I don 1t recall a single one, and I inugine you can't 

recall a single one who ever complained that Hollywood was producing CoDD11unist 

pictures. The~e have been all kinds of complaints as t the kind of pictures 

produced, much of mch is reasonable and justified. But that Hollywood as 

producing Communistic pictures - I for one go to pictures pretty often. I 

have never heard that compl int. I have never seen a communist picture on the 

screen. If such pictures had been produced or were being prtduced hich were 
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inspired by communist motifs, propa6anda - - it ould ve been uite legitimate 

and proper f or tiis committee to make a thorough investigation of it. For democracy 

ought not to be naive and sit by ~hen forces intendi ng to disrupt it and undermine 

it are utilizing this tremendous instrumentality for influencing pub~ic opinion 

the screen. But even the star ~vi tnesses who appeared in ••ashington for this 

committee f ailed to point to a single picture t hat could be called Conununist. 

Some four pictures were mentioned~ I had seen all of t hem. 3.ny of you had 

seen those pictures. Four ictures vere singled out as horrible examples as to 

how Commwti.sm bad invaded the Film Industry. One .ras i ssion to Moscow. The 

man who wrote the script, the book for 1nat picture was not Karl Marx. He was 

one of the outstanding capitalists of the United States. He as U.S. Ambassador 

to ~oscow, Joseph E. Davies. His book was highly praised a t t he time by every 

Government official in the United States, bee use at that time, Russia was our 

Al~y ~nd e needed Russia. And in fact that b ok as put on the screen in order 

to win friendship for an Ally that was about to sacrifice millions upon millions 

of lives~in a struggle in which the U.S. had a stake of life and death. The 

merican Government wanted that picture produced. 

The second picture held up as a horrible example of what happened t o the 

Film Industry in Holl ywood is "Song of Russia." Isa t t i:icture. I thought 

it pretty dull, '"'Ut it certainly contained no i:ropaganda. Russia at that time 

was fighting at Stalingr~d. Our national leaders we~e pleading f or all out support 

of our Al]¥. The picture was a musical boy and girl romance feat ring a Russian 

setting with a background of music by Tchaikows . The nicest t ng about the 

picture as the music ot Tchaikowsky. 

Many such pictures were produced during the war years as a tribute to 

our own fighting Allies. Pictures ere produced as a tribute t o the English. 

Ther e ere pictures about orway, Poland. France was exalted in a picture about 

. 
its underground movement. So a picture as produced ab ut Russia. The star 

in it said last summ~r that he as forced to play the role. In ashington he 
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said he was not actually forced to pl~y the role in that movie. He, inf ct 

stated that the Government a~proved the picture and r nted him a del yin his 

enlistment in the Navy (By Fr nk Knox) in order to complete t e icture. Th...t 1s 

how communist it was. In fact it as mentioned by someone in the testimony that 

the U. s. rnv Sign~l Corps itself produced a icture "The Battle of St lingrad." 

The prologue t this picture contained an endorsement by the ltesident, the Sec'y 

of ar, etc. Ever body thought it w swonderful. 

The·e as another picture called "North Star." It was _itten by Lillian 

Hellman ho. ote I!l.3.ny fine pl ays exposing Nazi m. Mr . Adolph tenjou, I imagine 

that's ho you pronounce his name, testified that this ~icture 

tainted. ~qy? Beqause it depicted the azi attack on Russia. 

s communistically 

nd t he r e as one more icture c lle .i "None B t th . Lonely Heart." 

I didn't see that picture. But th mother of n ctress testified t hat this 

picture must be comr:.unistic in esign. ,ey? Beca se it as ull of despair and 

hopelessnes.::;. And I am uoting: "The mus ic ias ody an s:>mber in the Russian 

nner." T tis · bout al the hflamato communist pictures tat ere held up 

as evidence to prove ~h4t the oving ict elldustry had gone communist. 

Of course there are communists in Hollywood. Th3 e re s:>me communists 

everywhere in the United States. For the ~e is a Communist Party in the United 

States. No one can be surprised that in our :orld to ay , as it is today, thee 

will be found among writers, artists, actors, some ~eople communistic lly inclined. 

But there is no evidence th.it their private political or economic vie· shave 

influenced the pictures. A n -y be a ~ommunist an yet .1rite 1:>r movies 

scripts hich hive nothing t do ivith communism. It is clear that no writer 

by hiLlself determines what a picture can be. Before a script is finally put into 

a picture it is checked, re-c.hecked by producers, editors, directors, by numerous 

rands. 

No, tn honest probe would have made a study of thenet results, in terms of 

""c..t'" 
actual pictures roduced t o see ·hether communism invaded Holzy-wood. B t to smear 
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a great American industry, an industry ,.rhich may have many faults, but certainly 

not this one - because a few script writers or act ors are un-American. Why some 

of the accusers, the star witnesses of this committee could not even testify 

whether the people accused were actually communist, or bat methods er e used to 

identify them as communists. The same Adolph Menjou when asked how he could spot 

a Red replied: "Anyone attending any meeting at which Paul Robeson appears, and 

applauds, can be condemned a Communist." .... 

In this connection one must say there is something wrong • i th procedure of 
of the witnesses 

a probe when no cross-examina.tion/is permitted. As a result a man m.J.y be smeared, 

lied about, defamed and injured because the :v i tnesses re immune from uestioning 

by counsel of the persons attacked. Their testimony cannot be refuted r their 

motives brought to light. A man can be defamed, sme :tred injured by such a 1-1robe 

without any rotection for his defense. 

And while this Committee, unintentionally, perhaps - yo·· will remember 

that t i -:,e former chairman of this committee was a ge tleman by the name of rt nkin 

now his name is Thomas - hile this committee, _ e ··lB.ps unintentionally see ~s to 

muzzle the screen, in the United N·- tions, t he A erican delega tion -s fighting an 

attempt by the Russian delegation to muzzle the American Press - ave v.:1.liant 

one, a creditable one. The ussian~ are dis ledsed and irritated by the attacks the 

~ric n Press 1ade and demanded that these attacks which they call war-mongering 

be stopped. It should be remembered that the sane Press attacLed t heir oan 

goverilllient. That is the merican trad ~tion of a free Press . The merican 

delegation was effective, and very clearly objected t o this attempt to muzzle 

its Press. Now its defense of freedom at the U.N. as not as inpressive as it 

might have been because at the same time an attempt was being made to muzzle 
free 

the/ screen in /las hington by intimidation. 

There is this i ncongruity between prof ession and practise , this gap nhich 

exposes us ve.zy, fre_:iuently to the ridicule of foreign n:itions. Now what. is fine 

abnut the American tradi tion •.. is that the :i:sople will resist this un-American 

' 
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attempt to muzzle their rights to a free screen nd a free ~ress. This .robe 

in ·~ashington seems to h-ve collapsed r~ther ignominiously. 

n indication of how the Americ.n ~eople ·ntends to ~roceed in its valiant 

effort to cefend the Americ .:t.n • y of life is the report • ch as m de a f ew days 

ago to theltesident of the United States by a comnittee hich he appointed on 

Civil Rights. This committee was appointed last December to investigate the 

status of civil rights in the United States and to recommend more ade1uate ways 

of guaranteeing them and protecting them. The report is 178 pages. It is a most 

encouraging and inspiring report. It is an honest, forthright statement in the 

best AmPrican tradition of courageous self-criticism, self-criticism made in 

self-confidence. This report was concerned not with fighting communism. It as 

concerned ith making American democracy work more efficientzy-, ith makine the 

American way of life stronger at a time when democracy seems to have collapsed 

in so many arts of the orld. It I oints the accusin finger not at others, but 

at ourselves, hich is the hardest thing in the orld to do. It doesn't apologize 

for the Americ n way of life. It k:no sits strength and nobilit. It ould like 

to make it stronger and more noble. It ~oints to the gre t eaknesses, the 

inconsistencies,gaps between profession and performance. It analizes the situation, 

calls attention to its deficiencies for three reasons (1) as a matter of conscience 

2) as a matter of self-interest and 3) as a sure way of survival in a threatening 

world. 

&o this re ort in great detail ~oints to the many unfortunate evidences 

of discrimination which still adst in our country gainst inorities, discrimination 

in the exercise of franchise, in the right to vote, discrimin tion in the matter 

of em lay ent, economic remuneration, in education, in health services, in 

housing. It calls attention to the Poll Tax, to the fre~uent acts of intimidation. 

It points the finger at the persistence of segreg tion in many 1 .a.rts of the 

' country -- :, hether ne roes, Je s and in some instances Catholics by certain groups. 

It calls attention to the situation in the District of Columbia hich is 
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under Federal control and ,hich should be a model of American Democracy. And it 

sais: 

"The District of Columbia should symbolize to our own citizens and to the 

people of all countries our great tradition of civil liberty. Instead, it is a 

graphic illustration of a fti.lure of democrac -. s the seat of our Federal 

Government under the authority of Congress, the failure o the · istrict is a 

failure of the people." 

"Fort · Negro, said the committee, Washington is wher e all public trans

portation into the 0 outh becomes 'Jim Crow,' he ~e he i s denied admittance to 

downto movies, plays and hotels, and, with fe excef tions, refus ed service in 

the restaurants. 

"'Ludicrous extremes' were cited, such as at Constitution Hall, owned by 

the Daughters of the erican Revolution, ·ch ad ·ts Negroes in t he audience 

but will not have Negro artists on its stage; and t ._e commercia l legitimate theatre, 

which bas had Negro actors on its stage, but bars egro patrons. 

"In discussing 'the failure' of the dual school system, the committee said: 

"'Negro schools are :ilfe ·ior t white schools in almost every res~ect. The 

white school b ildings have a capacity . ·hich is 27 f_, ercent greater t han actual 

enrollment." 

This is the District of Columbia, hich is similarly true of many other 

arts of the United States. And the Committee franlly and lmnestly calls attention 

to these lapses. I read from its report the following paragra h: 

"The pervasive gap bet een our aims and . hat we actually do is ere ting 

a kind of imral dry rot which ats away at the emotional and rational b ses of 

democratic beliefs. Thee are times when the difference between Nhat e reach 

about civil rights and what we ractice is shockingly illustrated b , individual 

outrages. There are times when the whole structure of our ideology is made 

ridiculous by individual instances. And there are certain continuing, quiet, 

annipresent practices ·ch do irreparable dama 8 to our beliefs." 
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The report also calls attention to the effect hich these nume ous lapses 

ill have, to the harm which it does t o our psi tion as a 110ral leader: 11 Our ros.:. tion 

in the post ar world is so vital to the future that our smallest actions have 

far-reaching effects. wie have come to know t,hat our om security in a highly 

inter-dependent orld is inextricab y tied to the security dnd 1ell-being of all 

people and all countries. Our forei gn polic is designed t o make t he United States 

an enormous, positive ir.ifluence for peace and progress throughout the orld. 

We have tried to let nothing, not even extreme pol itical differences between 

ourselves and foreign nations , stand in the way of this goal. But our domestic 

civil rights shortcomings are a serious obstacle." 

"~e cannot escape the fact that our civil rights record has been an issue 

in orld politics. The ~orld's ress and radio are full of it. This Committee 

has seen a multitude of sam les. e and ur friends ave been, and are, stressing 

our achievements. Those ith competing hilosophies have stressed - and are 

shamelessly distorting - our shortcomings. They have not only tried to create 

hostility toward us among Sfecific n tions, ces, and religious groups. They 

have tried to prove our democrac an empty fraud, and our nation a consistent 
. 

oppressor of underprivileged ~eople. Thi~ r s eem ludicrous to meric ns, 

but it i s sufficiently important t o worry our f riends." 

"The intern tional reason for acting t -, secure our civil rights no.-, is not 

to win the ap~roval of our totalitarian critics. e would not expect it if our 

record were spotless; to them our civil rights record is only a convenient weapon 

wi th which to attack us. Certainly we would Ji.ke to &prive tiem of that e pon. 

But we are more concerned with the good <J>inion of the peoples of the orld. Our 

achievements in building and maintaining a state dedicated to the fundamentals 

of freedom have alread served as a guide fortiose seeking the best road from chaos 

to liberty and prosperlty. But it is not indelibly written that democracy will 

encompass the world. e are c nvinced that our way of life - the free vay of life -

holds a promise of hope for 111 people. e ve hat is perh· ps the greatest 

responsibility ever placed upon a people to keep this promise alive . Only still 
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greater chievements will do it. 

"The United States is not so$rong, the final triumph of the democratic 

ideal is not so inevitable that we can ignore hat the orld thinks of us or our 

record." 

These are prof'ound thoughts here expressed. This committee, after ma.king 

this survey, thi honest appraisal of the status of the civil rights of our 

country, rroceeds to make definite recommendi tions. For example: The esJablishment 

of permanent Fair Employmentlractices Commission; the establishment of a Fair 

Educat onal Practices Commission to ■ t & combat iscrimination in schools and the 

granting of federal aid to public and private instit tions. It recommends the 
cert in 

passage of State las outlawing real es :ate coven nts .; ich bar/citizens from 

living certain sections of our community .... It reco ends the m>dification of 

fe eral Naturalization laws to ermit the g-anting iii of citizenshi without regard 

to race, color ml or national origin. To check Facsis and Communism it recommends 

the enactment of federal an state laws requiring all groups which attempt to 

influence public opinion to disclose the ertinent facts about themselves, 

disclose the names of tneir officers, their sources of fin ncial sup ort. They 

should be exposed to the light of day ... The Committee reco.mends the abolition 

of the oil Tax as a voting prerequisite . It recommends a law by Congress 

protecting the right of ualified ersons to vote in fed ral elections against 

interference by 1rivate persons . 

In other ords, friends, for a full program of public education and 

legislation to strengthen democracy in the United tit tes, to make it nrk more 

and more, better and better. And all of these recommendations ill be 

adopted quickly, I am sure. The~e will be resistance in Congress undoubtedly. 

All forms of filibustering will-ake place to efeat federal legislation. But as 

long as this will is there on the part of the American people toecpress itself, 

to improve democracy .....• as l:>ng as that spi it dominates the merican people, 

merican democracy is bound to move forward, boun- to dvance, bound to triumph. 
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There is DDving across the countlj the "Freedom Tr in." The r n who 

thought of that idea had an inspiration of genius. This Freedom Train will 

carry to every nook and cranny of our country the sacred documents of our 

freedom - the Declaration of Indpendence, the Constitution of the United 

States, many other immortal proclamations of this : eople ... Think of mankind 

bringing those documents to every village and hamlet in the united States, to 

every man, om n and child. This is America. This is glorious vision and 

hope. This is what has made this country of a century and half the greatest 

and most prosperous country on earth. Protect the irit of these documents . 

Live y our l ives by the inspiration of tiese documents and merica will have 

nothing to fear asit moves into the future. 

erica at ork is far more 1-romising t r...an erica in a fearful !,anic 

mood looking.for dangerous enemies around the corner. America at ork is America 

in its finest tradition! 
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crous to Americans, but it is suffi
ciently important to wor y our 
friends. T following United 
Press dispat from Londo 
that (Wa8 ngton Post, 
1947): 

Althoug 
served co 
activities 
ish diplo 
vataiy t 
played in 
nist pro 
• • • 

the Foreign ffice re
ment on re ent lynch 

the Caro nas, Brit
atic circl said pri
ay that they have 
the ban of Commu

agandistf> in Europe 

Diplorrt tic circl 
incident of mob 
provide xcellent 
munitio for Co 
who h e been 

said the two 
iolence would 

ropaganda am
m unist agents 

ecrying Ameri
edom" and "de-d of "f 

rttt Carolina kid-
naping, was rominently dis-
played oy Lon on papers • • •. 

The international reason for act
ing to secure our civil rights now 
is not to win the approval of r 
totalitarian critics. We would n 
expect it if our record were spot 
less; to them our civil rights rec
ord is only a convenient weapon 
with which to attack us. Certain
ly we would like to deprive them 
f that weapon. But we are more 
oncerned with the good opinion of 
he peoples of the world. Our 
chievements in building and main

taining a state dedicated to the 
fundamentals of freedom have al
ready served as a guid for tho 
seeking the best road from cha 
to liberty and prosperity. But it s t 
not indelibly written that e- ti 

ocracy will encompass the world. a 
e are convinced that our way of 

life-the free way of life-holds a lromi e of hope for all people. e 
ave what is perhaps the greate 
esponsibility ever placed upon 
eople to keep this promise alive. lo 
nly still greater achievements plo 

will do it. ar 
The United States is not o civ 

strong, the final triumph, of the be 
emocratic ideal is not 80 inevita-
le that we can ignore what the 
orld think8 of us or our record. 
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"T\Je District of Columbia shoul 
·mbolize to our own citizens an 

t the people of all ountries ou 
great tradition of ivil lib rty 
Instead, it is a graphic illustratio 
of a failure of democracy. As th 
seat of our Federal Governmen 
under the authority of Congre~s 
the failure of the District is a fail
ure of all of the people." 

\Vh re "Jim Crol i m0 B gins 
For the Negro, said the com

mittee, Washington is where all 
public transportation into the 
South becomes "Jim Crow," where 
he is denied admittance to down
town movies, plays and hotels, and, 
with fev, exc ptions, refused serv
ice in the re taurants. 

"Ludicrous extrem s" were cited, 
such as at Constitution Hall, owned 
by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, which admits Negroes 
in the audience but will not have 
Negro artists on its stage; and 
the commercial legitimate theatre, 
which has had egro actors on its 
atage but bars egro patrons. 

In discussing "the failure" of the 
dual school system, the committee 
•aid: 

"Negro schools are inferior to 
white schools in almost every re
pect. The white school buildings 

have a capacity which is 27 pe~ 
cent greater than actual enroll 



ur faith in the traditiona mer
can morality. The pervasive gap 
between our . ims and what we ac
tually do is creating a kind of 
moral dry rot which eats away 
at the emotional and rationa 
bases of democratic beliefs. Ther 
are times when the difference be
tween what we preach about civil 
rights and what we practice is 
shockingly illustrated by individual 
outrages. There are times when 

- the whole structure of our ide
ology is made ridiculous by indi
vidual lnstances. And there are 
certain continuing, quiet, omni-
present practices which do irrepa
rable damage to our beliefs. 

As examples of "moral erosion" 
there are the consequences of suf
fr:ige limitations in the South. The 
fact that Negroes and many whites 
have not been allowed to vote in 
some states has actually sapped 
the morality underlying universal 
suffrage. Many men in public and 
private life do not believe that 
those who have been kept from 
voting are capable of self-rule. 
They finally convince themselves 
that disfranchised people do not 
resi.lly have the right to vote. 

Wartime segregation in the 
armed forces is another instance 
of how a social pattern may wreak 
mortal havoc. Practically all white 
fficers and enlisted men in all 
ranches of service saw Negro mil

itary personnel performing only 
the most menial functions. They 
saw Negroes recruited for the 
common defense treated as men 
apart and distinct from them
selves. As a result, men who might 
otherwise have maintained the 
equalitarian morality of their fore
bears were given reason to look 

own on their ellow citizens. is 
trated b the 



lt is impossibl to decide who 
suffers the greate t moral damage 
from our civil rights transgres
sions, because all of us are hurt. 
That is certainly true of those who 
are victimized. Their belief in the 
basic truth of the American prom
ise i undermined. But t ey do 
have the realization, galling as it 
sometime is, of being morally in 
the right. The damage to those 
who are responsible for these viola 
ttons of our moral 1tandarda ma 
well be greater. They, too, hav 
been reared to honor the comman 
of "free and equal." And all of 
mu1t ahare in the ahame at th 
growth of hypocrlatea like th 
"automatic" marble champion. All 
of u1 muat endure the cyniclam 
about democratic valuea which our 

- faUure1 breed. • • 
t'he Uneted Btatea can Ao long 

oout1t8tlat1ee tl&en burd6tl8 o,a , 
oommo,a OOMCMme8, tl&eae 1,ar 
ota U• moral /,P>sr. 



tence. counterparts 
11.'HE I .TERNATIONALREA ON ber d in hu 

Throughout 
Our position in the postwar America, Afri 

orld is so vital to the future that and Far East, 
ur smallest actions have far- our Negroes r 
eaching effects. We have come to reflection of o 
now that our own security in a 11 dark-skinn 

n ighly interdependent worl~ is in- Impact 0 _ xtricably tied to the security and 

erseas a 
reds of mi11ion 
e Pacific, Lati 
, th ear, Middl 

he treatment whic 
eive is taken as 
r attitudes towa 

peoples. 

World Politi 
y well-being of all people and all In the rece war, citizen 
-1 countries. Our foreign policy is dozen Europ n nations wer 
e designed to make the. _Uni~ed happy to me Smiths, Cartier 
~ States an enormous, positive m- O'Haras, Sc Itzes, di Salvo 

•n fluence for peace and progress Cohens, and lodow kas and al 
1_ throughout the world. We have the others in r armi s. Each n 

tried to let nothing, not even ex- tion could sh re in our victorie 
treme political differences between because its "s n '' had helped wi 

8 ourselves and foreign nations, them. How m ch f this good fee 
.f stand in the way of this goal. But ing was di ted when th 
1• our domestic civil rights short- found vi e prejudice amon 
e comings are a serious obstacle. some of ou oops is impossibl 

8 • In a lette to the air Employ- to ay. 
ment Practi e ComnJlttee on May We cannot escape the fact tha 

d 8, 1946, the onorab e Dean Ache our civil rights record has been an 
e son, th~ cting ecreta:-;,' o issue in world politics. The world'.s 

State, state that: press and radio are full of it. This 
• • • the xistenc of discriml- Committee has seen a multitude of 

nation aga st m!no ity groups In samples. We and our friends have 
this count has a aaverse ef- been, and are, stressing our 

- feet upon r relati ns with other achievements. Those with comp t-
countrles. e are minded over ing philosophi s have strc sed-
and over some reign news- and are shamele sly distorting-
papers an spokes en, that our our shortcoming . Th y have not 
treatment f vario s minorities only tried to create ho tility to
leaves muc to be sired. While ward us among specific nations, sometimes hese pr ouncements Th 
are exagg ated an unjustified, race , and religious groups. ey 
they aJl to frequen y point with have tried to prove our democracy 
accuracy some rm of dis- an empty fraud, and our nation a 
crimlnatio becau~ ot race, consistent oppre or of und rpriv-
creed, c r or nat onal origin. ileged people. This may seem lu -



By The Unllrd Pre . 

DETROIT, Oct . 29 - While 
tobacco-hating Henry Ford was 
alive, no employe of the Ford 
Motor Company, not even vice 
presidents, ever smoked on the 
job. 

Today, Henry Ford 2d, who 
smokes cigarettes, announced 
the scrapping of his grand
father's thirty-four-year-old r•1le. 

Starting Nov. 15 on a trial 
basis, smoking will be permitted 
in Ford plants and offices 
throughout tfie country. Women 
office workers will not be al
lowed to smoke and the ban 
against men will remain in force 
in certain hazardous areas. 

''A no-smoking rule will have 
to be imposed if the privilege is 

ee, abused," Mr. Ford said. 

hy 

~!; BRITISH BLOC HELD 
ir- WORLD PEACE AI 

de- I' ij 
M~Minister of State, Say 

Commonwealth Cooperation 

Is a Stabilizing Influence 

~Fct: Hector Mc eil, British Minist 
of of State and acting head of t 

tion United Kingdom delegation to t 
pay United ations. predicted yeste 

ual- day that the difficulties b setti 
the British busines men would di 

ected appear· 
ful- "While I cannot tell you th 

e oil Britain can produce all that y 
n a can sell and all we need to sell, 
"fair have no doubt thta conditions w 
.05 a improve," he told 250 members 

the Briti h Empire Chamber 
Commerce in th eUnited Stat 
They m t at a. luncheon in 
Hotel Roosevelt. 




