
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         162           58           771 
 
 

The Jewish State comes into being, 1947. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THF JEWISH STATE CO S I1T8 BEI G 
Victor. at t he United ~ tio s 

By 
Dr . Ab Hillel ilve 

At 
The Te11ple 

on 
Sunda mornin, Decem er 7, 1947 



My dear Friends: We are as yet too clo e to t~e historic event tat took 

place a week ago yesterda., properly to appra • se it. And t e ull s ory of' , t 

did ta~ce place, hat l ed up t it is too long and too i valved to be recounted 

here . I can share with you t'~is mornin~ only a few reaction~, al'ld I cqn comment 

only disjointedly, I am a a · d, upon a ~e facts connec e ith th"R decis· • 

Time alone, will ive us the proper perspec ive And · 11 prope l y ev luate e even. 

I should like to say a word at t1-ie outset on t·1e vote, i sel . The re')o rt 

of the ill!SCOP Commission which recommel'lded partition of Palestine w s apnroved b 

a vote of 33-13 with ten states abs aining, ~nd one absent . This fi ure itsel is 

very im9ressive . . ot alone waste ea 2/3 vote in avor , but six more han ?ra.S 

required for a 2/3 vote. But the i e, it el_, does ot tell the hole sto • 

The vote ras far mo_e imoressive even that t'riese ; res "ndicated , for of e 11 

states ho voted negative, 10 e e tosle~ or Arab cou.l'ltries. An one, In ia, 

countr close enough to Pakistan , t e la gest 1oslem countr int e o~ld to ave 

been i nfluenced by t his Jroximity. Actually, t re e e only to C i8tian coun ies 

w o voted against the p oposal, two 1 ttle coun ries. One 

w s Greece. In other ords, t1e votes of the countries no 

this issue ,as overwhelmingly or it. 

s Cub , !=lnd t 1e other 

irectl. involved i 

There s con ide able hea t-searc ing among: the 57 delega es 'ich make 

up t'le iJ.. Assembl and consi erable o~ iffe""'e .ce o o inion 1 • thin e c· ~el e i.o , 

n gre p essure f'r o n rec iorn::; 1 . ouah o pl 0 11 t el g ions. 

T A abs ates , the oslem s tes hich co~s • ute 1 bloc o 11 

delegA+es , an t ere ore epresented conside able a· loma ic influence n the 

United ons nd e e ca ble o con iderable economic and poli ic 1 euverabilitv, 

exploited 811 tr.i.e av ila le pr-essu 11.ich t ey possessed n Fl us ing ado , mo g 

teem ssies in ashi ngton nd in the C Di A.l e.11 ove-r e orl • 

Thu, ore ampl e , China , one o~ e f'ive bi C .. 

ve fr endly nd ee f'ore e in"'l voe as• ken, t C ief os- C nee 
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the chief of the Chinesr delegation, Wellington Koo, spoke at the United Nations 

in favor of parti tion. And then the pressures were brought to bear and from Nanking 

came word that the Chinese delegation must not vote for part:tion. China has a 

population of some 40 millions of Moslems and so China, on the final vote, abstained 

from voting. 

Other countries. wavered for one reason or another. Take France. France 

has deep sympathy for our cause. She always has had. And some months ago, it 

demonstrated in magnificent manner its great tribute. You read t he story of the 

Exodus 1947. But Fr· nee also has a very large Arab Empire in North Afri('a and the 

fore i gn office did not want to antagonize the Arabs in that French Empire . . nd so 

twice, the French delegation proposed postponement in the Ad Hoc Palestine Committee, 

the committee specially appointed b:y the Assembly of the united Nations to study 

the report of the UNSCOP Committee and bring in recommendations to the Assembly. The 

Ad Hoc Committee deliberations were at an end and a vote was to be taken. The French 

spokesman made a motion that the the wholeootion be referred to the de Hague Court 

for adjudic tion which would have meant of course a long postponement oft e whole 

subject, and unpredictable consequences. Only by the narrowest vote 21-20 was that motion 

defeated at the Ad Hoc Committee. Similarly when the debate was over in the Assembly 

and the vote was about to be taken, on Friday afternoon, the Sclme head of the French 

diegation proposedJDstponement for 24 hours in order to enable both sides to et , 

together. But be it said to the eter r.al credit of the French that when the vi nal 

vote was taken on Saturday, France voted "oui" on partition. 

Take the l i ttle c0untry Haiti. lt first indicted that i t would vote against 

partition. Then on t he final vote, it voted for it., 

Similarly was the case w·th the Phili ppines. Romulo, the head f the delegation 

made a...- speech against partition. But word from Manila came that the Philippine 

delegation was to vote for partition, and it did. 
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Very few states easily made up their minds. Some, like New Zealand, for 

example, were all for part~tion . But they were nevertheless not convinced that 

proper provision had been made in this set up for security, for the est~blishment 

of an international force during the period of transi tion between the time of the 

retirement from alestine and the time when t he new states were set up. They wee 

unwi ling to vote for the plan until they ere re-assured of adequ te securit y in that 

countr. 

Other countries had legal qualms . Woulu the Asseffibl of the United Nat·ons 

actually have the authority to decree a solution for Palestine and t set 1P new 

governments in that country? Did the nited at i cns have therpowers other than 
I 

the recommendation of this leg 1 uestion -- which of course has serious implica tions 

for the f uture actions of the United Nations on other issues. 

Ther efore it was uite remarkable that on the final vote such an impressive 

affi rm tive vote as recorded. 

Another ver. interestin: feature of the vote was t hat ·1e the United 

Kingdom, Great Britai n, itself, a bstai ned from voting, all the four membe ~s of the 

Brit . sh Commonwealth voted affirmative! for the report Australia, Canada, 

S01 th Africa and Ne iealand. Th~t was most grati f ying c0nsidering the seemingly 

hostile and intransigeant position ti.ken b the motherwuntry. Al l four dom:n ·ons 

are of wurse loyal sub j ects. 

e felt , therefore, that the whole Angl -Saxon · orld was w·th us, even thour b 

Great Britain itself was blinded by the obdurate, vi ndi~tive policy of Bevin. In 

fact, Canada as amazingly cooperative and helpful. r. Evatt, cha ·rrean o the 

Ad Hoc Committee piloted it to a successful conclusion. 1e are ve hopeful t hat 

when the heat and controversy abate trat t he Jew; sh ~eople not alone of Palestine 

but the Jews of the world and the English ~eople ..••. wi l both forget the 

unpleasantness of the last few year. and will illlrw rk in the future in he same 

spirit of good will and D1.1tual understandine nd helpfulness as they have for many 

gener~tions up to the last sad years. 
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It should also be borne in mind that t ·-is favora le action in the United 

Nations would have been impossible without the support of the Soviet Union and 

uite impossible without the support of the United tates of America. The ooviet 

Gnion and the entire Slavic bloc w·th the possible exce 1 tion of Yugoslavia, ~hich 

alone of the "ihole Slavic bl oc abstained fro~ voting beca se oft e large 1~oslem 

population in Yugoslavia, consistently were helpful and cooperative. The ,oviet 

Union you will recall, revealed her favorable attitude at the Special Assembly 

last Spring. Gromyko said hie country would prefer -if possible, a bi-national state, 

but if i1 the situation politically&teriorated, it would favor t he sett ng u oft o 

individual states, a Jewish and Arab state. That, you will recall, ell as a 

bomshell in the United N t .i.ons bee .. use ever~ bod;, had been led to believe by anti-

Zi nist propaganda t • t the Soviet Onion was waiting to see t he United S •• tes and 

Great Britain get entangled over the Arab situ tion and get the rabs sore and then 

the Soviet Union ould see to it that rabs would come ilto the sphere oft e Soviet 

Union .... Washington was f 11 of this kind of pro - ~, nda. An,i sc when G omyko 

rose and w thout prepara ion announced tm.t the Sov ·et Union favored the setting 

up of a bi-n tional st te or if not . ossible it would favor the setting up of 

two ·nd·vidual states - it not onl 1 shocked the rabs to their depths, ~ut 

undermined this skillfully contracted piece of ant·-Zionist propa anda which we 

faced whe ·ever we moved. 

when t he U SCOP e~ort as f. ally presented t c the s sembly this 

eptember, the oviet Union spoke up in favor of two st tes . A Soviet represent · t·ve 

p· rt .i.cipated n the Spec· 1 Committee af·pointed by the d Hoc Committee nd worked 

most helpfully wi th it and a l lowed no obstacle to celay action. And on the da , of the 

f : nal vote, ga :n Gromyko spea ing or the Sov·et Union hr !shed as·de all the last 

minute Arab maneuvers for delay and called for the taking of a vote. This •• s the 

one and only instance this year in the Assembly hen the Soviet Union and the U.S.A. 

worked together harmoniously on any one issue in spite of theseemingly c nflicting 

issues ·n that part of the :orld and in spite other issues in the United St t . 
a es this 
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year. On this one issue the United States and the Sovi et Lni n found t hemselves 

working most harmoniously and col laborat ed in as irit of good will. nd t'.-- is 

in my judgment may be a happy augur f or cooperation on other great issues which 

wi ll confront the United Nations. 

I repeat no what L have tried to say ·n t he last few months t ha~ it is 

a tragic -ist..ke to popularize the t e elief among our people ere andt hroughout 

the worlds that the r e is something fatally irreconcilable between the Soviet Union 

and the United otates of ~erica a d that the world must forever be divided into 

or that war, or a cold war is inevitable between t hese tw great countries. I believe 

that is a tr gic mis ake from which I hope the stat esmen of t;.e ald will .soon free 

t hemselves. 

Union. 

I t ake some personal pride x and satisfaction of t his action of the Soviet 

any of my colleagueshad ritten off the Soviet as possible help t o us. 

They figured that Soviet Union on the basis of i deology could never side wi th us. 
after the appoint~ent of the Anglo- merican Commission of Inquiry 

Three years ago at the Zionis t Convention i n At lantic City/I said: "I 

do not k:no : why the Sovi et Union ·as not invited on t he Co .mission of I n uiry. Surely 

the Soviet Union is interested int e ro lem of the displaced Je ,s of Europe, and 

s urely t he problems of the Middle East cannot find heir c mplete solution i t hout the 

good ill and helpful cooperation of the closest and most powe ful ne igh or. Our 

propaganda must ·ow take on a globa l char acter." 

In Febr ar r 1946 at t he meeting of t he Americ · n Je vi sh Conference which was 

held i n our wn city of Cleveland I again ca lled the attention t the role which the 

Soviet Onion might pla • in helpfng thec:ew:sh people solve i ts grea t f r o em. And 

I said: 
• 

"There are those who resent ever~ a proac 1 made tovt.n over the s ·mpathy of the 

Soviet Government to our cause. They callit 'flirting , 1 and {Dint t '·e finger of 

derision at Zionists whenever some anti-Zionist statenent or act emanates from 

Soviet or pro-Soviet s ources. This is an amazing phenomenon in Jew·sh life hich 

van only be attributed to a blind and bitter partisanship vhich carries over from 
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an area which is not related to Je ish life to asfecific lly Je ish issue of 

gravest moment ." 

"At the moment, the attitu e of the Soviet Grve DJient - insof r as the 

spare ev~dence can indicate an attitude - does not seem to be favorable to us. 

But thee is nothing final about it. Some of us recall that up to a few months ago , 

even more def ·nite evidences see~ed to point to a favorable and fr~endly attitude. 

The present attitude may or may not change again in the future. ' e may not succeed. 

But we certainly owe it to ourselves to do ever)thing in our power to see that that 

attitude does change, and in our favor!" 

As far as our own country is c ncerned, it came t!~ough magnificently at 

the end. Tbe ~e was considerable hes : tancy and uncertainty right to the last few 

days at the Un:ted Nations just as the ·e bad been with reference to our government 

in the last eight years. The uncertainty did not concern the position of the United 

St tes government itself illlill as to how it would vote re the UNSCOP Re- ort. It had 

declared that it would vote for it. The question was how far would our gove_onent 

go in leadership to ma e sure that the report is adopted, to use diplol!lB.tic persuasion 

on other countries to vote affirmatively. 7ithout this diplomatic persuasion t ·s 

report could not have been accepted. It wasn't the vote or the J nited States t t 

was in doubt, but those hich one mi: ht loosely call votes within the merican 

sphere of government - mostl Central and South America, the Latin countries. 

. There ere I owerful forces at w rl: in our State Departnlent to keep the 

United St·tes from keeping this role of leaders . The·r slogan was: This is 

a battle for the United Nations, not for the United States. e will vote 

affirmatively 4nd give our reasons. Naturally e are not going t do what sometimes 

we do to bring dipllbmatic persuasion as in the case of the Bal an Committee ... No 
issue 

we are not going on this/--- to use the same tactics. The~ knew that the vote 

would be fairly close - that it might lose over night or llight in. That didn't 

bother them. If t~ey lost, it is lost - tha.t is a_l. 
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These same unfriendly f orces were at WC'·rk to revise t he UNSCOP Report 

especially the boundaries to our disadvantage. There weremments when the American 

delegation under direction from this authority was de!Iknding the s rrender of t he 

whole Negev to the Arab state - th~ Negev which was included by UNSCOP in the Jewish 

State as Jewish territory. 

Naturally under pressure of those forces ,·e did have to yield some two hundred 

million dunam to the Arab state. It was therefore necessary up to the very end almost 

to alert our friends, our f riends in the dministration as t o the danger:h t t e situation. 

By Wednesday, a week ago rijednesday - three da s efore t he final vote - we 

did not have · the vote necessary t c the carry the Report. Too many states ·ilere still 

in doubt. Too many states indicated tteir intention to abstain and largely because 

theJ!)sition of".cthe United States delegation was not crystal clear. The~ did not 

know how deeply in earnest they were about th·s m .... tter. 

Fortunately Thanksgiving intervened. Ther e ~·e no ~ssions on Thursday. 

e had some 36 hours to work and believe me, ~ wor ked. Many eople helped. The 

President of the United States intervened in the situation. By Friday afternoon 

the situation had cleared up and we were confident that we could claim the 

required number of votes. And the delay of 24 hours actually helped us because we 

were able to muster more votes. By Saturday afternoon Mr. Herschel Johnson spoke 

up emphatically, convincingly just before the vote and moved for an immediate vote 

for partition. And the vote was taken. 

I felt right along through these recent years that our final battle would 

be in the United States and that America's voice would be dec·sive. That is why 

I urged my friends to concentrate t heir efforts he eon this scene and in 

Washington. I felt that the attitude of the Uni ed States to~ard Palestine over a 

period of years ·.vere not defined ... For :years ·;e w~re getting what mi ht be called 

bluntly the "friendly brush off. A~l thr0ugh the l ears 1 59-44 the American Govenment 

did not make a single formal protest against the hite Paper (people could not escape 

--from Gernany) •••• When our government, Under President Truman did tak;;.inal step 
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na..raely that Presi ent Trun-n reco~runended thJ.t 100,000 Jewish refugees should be 

permitted to go to Palestine - even thit act was not bac~ed up by that e~sistence 

to bring about positive results. It 1~s therefore necessary to mobilize Americ n 

public o inion an through this public <pinion to stir up the dministr~tlon to act Lon. 

That is why we orked hard to get both political parties t o inclu e arty planks on 

Palest· ne in their p..a tforms. That is why we 1,1orked so bard to get the Congress of 

the United States to pass a Palestine Resolution in order to put on record the re~l 

sentiment of the merican people on Pal~stine. 

This program was deprecated by some as being too militant and that it 

-would embarrass some ~ • th the A.dminis r tion. It simpl.,• had to be done. No other 

way was possible. It 9.S the democratic wa~· . And for t un tely, it proved to be the 

correct way . 
and 

Our government was 1 vays gui 1ed b - strong public opinion, • · • ..- . elped 

vy Je ,1s and non-Jews to take finally this posit ·ve position which ill heop the 

ON to settle problems of mankind . 

No, of course, this decision to partition Palestine is not the best kind 

of a dee ~sion. This is a second part :.tlo for Palestine. The ld Palestine included 

Tr~ns-Jo~ian, but in 1 22 Tr ns-Jor n WdS cut off. No it is proposed to p·rt1t·on 

ag in the countr all t hat was left of it. "e felt that a great demand to 

sacrifice was a~ain being made of t .1e ~ -.iish people. Neve t heless e re lized that 

this w s all that we could get from this commission. There was no higher a ~thorit 

to appeal to. Reluctantly we accepted. 

This ec·sion of thelnited N tions ives us~ country hich is small, to be 

sure, but not so sma 1 that it ca~not become t~e home of millions of our people . It 

iill be a countr which can develop industrially and agriculturally. What this 

dec~sion is - is state-hood. e are restored t the position of· nation mong 

the nations of the earth an1 a ter nearl 1900 years we• cease to be a ho~eless 

peo le, a homeless wandering peo le. "e have our n1tion~l center a . in, where our 

• 
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people will be frve to ~ive its own life, to develop its o .n civili~i ion, use 

its om 1 n~uage , a place, if necessary, of refuge for all those ho ill need lt. 

It ~ives to the people of Pilestine a seat in the United Nations. It is the answer 

to the prayer of the ages. It is t he end c£ the G~lut of our people. It is the 

fulfillment of our essianic hopes. 

I should like to sa one ord about the sec·.1ri ty in Palestine becau3e your 

newspapers are full of reports of rioting and isturb1nces. There wee not ny 

inte ~nationalf>rces provided b the UN. The UN Commision of five i are to go to 

Pal .stine within the very near future and are authorized to establ.sh military 

force out of the local populations to maintain laN and order. As far as P lestine 

is concerned Haganah now recognized ... Should local military set-up not be ade:iu· te 

this will be brought t o the attention of the Secnrity Council nd the Security 

Council nill t ~ke appropri te meas1res. 

These riots and disturbances must have been 1nd should have een anticipated . 

The · mve een fomented by a 0 ·t tors, at the UN b rabs .... Nevertheless I am 

inclined to believe that much oft e fury of these riots exist only in the 

newspaper he dlines. I an not denying ~rut they exist. I am afr id, ho ever, that 

they are over-played. 

You ill recall that f>ur or five weeks ago thee appea ed the news that seven 

Arab stati3s ere ~bilizing their ar ies on the borers of Palestine. Tmsst te sent 

50 thousand, that state sent 2 , 000 r bs. An ente 1 rising ne spaper man took a 

plane nd flew over the border and found three soli.ers. Since t hat time their 

mobilized armies have VJ.tilshed into thin air. Plese discount much of the Ar bian 

night stories that will a pear in your newspapers from no on. The are being 

de iberately put there b · interested arties to creat the im re5si n t ~t1his 

dec~sion of the United Nations c~n never be enforced. 

Of two things I am certain, that the rab states will not da e to deny the 

authority of the fnite Nations. The belono- to the United Nations and are p.edged 

to abide by the principles of the United Nations. 
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And as far as the Ara )s in Palestine are concerned, lam inclined to believe 

that theJ~ will soon r ee2.lize that it is not advisable to crry on riots, t t the 

J e rn in Palestine are vary ?ell a ',le to t ke care of themselves. 

One word in conclusion. This dec·sion will make r ossible the transferring 

of these tens of thousands of unfort nate Jewish refugees 1 nguishing in detention 

c mps of Cypress so long. The greatest joy - as evoked in t e hearts of these refugees. 

We are hoping to bring them into P..J.lestine ver · uickly. e hope perha s within 
hopes t. 

the year that 100,000 at least will be able to find their/last realized. 

There will be a great call friends upon increased generosity of the Jews of 

Americ to make this choice nd to help lay the found tion, th , secure found tion of 

the~ .:.. state. I am sure t h:tt the -ews of America who have on all occasions given 

evidence of their deep generosity ill most abundantly and with incre. sed measure 

pour out their substance to help the Jewish people to build no ly its third 

Co ,Jnon e.11 th in Eretz Yisr el. Personally I sho _d like to sa:'" one crd. 

I thanJc God that I as pr:. vileged t, h :,.ve a hand along ·vi th ru ny many others 

in this !'.;reat rork and I m gr teful t ,... the God of Israel for this ·;,lorious 

consu:mi tion. I shoul like to thank the Temple, the Congregation Tifereth Isr el 

for having UL.de it possible for me d ring these recent ears to give so much time 

which should have gone to the vork of The Temple, the congregation to this cause. 

Without thi~ hole-hearted backing oft .e officers and members of our congreg· tion 

I could not have done the little thatlwas privileged to do. This event ill be 
• 

recalled in Je,1ish history as one of the t,vo or three greatest events in our long 

history. Tifereth Israel will I be,ieve be rememb red ,ith grat~tude b ~ our 

people. 
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the world 11'1 th knowledge and understaming. so that our case will be 

properly understood and our oauae adequately supported. 1here is much work 

to be done in •ahington and in London and also in other capi tala or the 

world. I do not 1cno'W why the Soviet Union was not invited on the Ccanieaion 

of Inquiry. Surely the Soviet Union is interested in the problem of the 

displaced J':""s of Europe. and surely the probl•a or the 16.ddle Eaat 

cannot f'ind their complete solution without the good will and helpful 

cooperation of the closest and most powerful neighbor. Our propaganda 

must now take on a global character.• 

At the convention of the American Jewish Conference held on 

I atated 1 •1n this conneotion I ahould like to suggest 
----1r---·-;,""'"' 

that we should be on guard against those who would like to tie the Zionist 

aovemexit to one or amther of presexit-day rival ideologi.c groups• Soviet 

~ocia'Jam va. Sooial Demooracy~e are thoae who reaent nary approach '-'-

made to Win over the sympathy of the Soviet Goverment to our cause. 

1hey call it 'flirting.• and point the finger of derision at Zionist• 

whenever some anti-Zionist statement or act -nates from Soviet or pro-

Soviet sources. ~a ia an amazing pbenamenon in Jewish lite whioh ou 

only be attributed to a blind and bitter partisan.hip which carries OTer 
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from an area which is not related to Jewish life to a specif'ioally Jewish 

"We were not and are not discouraged in our efforts to win 

over ~eat Britain even though we have been grievously disappointed tble 

and again, and the latest developnents are the most disappointing of alle 

We were not and are not discouraged in our efforts to win over the ~eaident 

of the United Sta tea and our State Depar1Dent even though heretofore 

we have encountered considerable misunderstanding and reaistanoe there. 

Bo one has criticised. or derided us for carrying on intenaive work with 

w ,-,--i,,,,- ·•-~.,;:,.,,,o , 'le 
_, 

/\other governments in Europe. South and Central .America and other part• ot 

the world. Why, then should the Zionist mo,reent regard i taelt as in arq 

way iDhibi ted from trying to win understanding and friendship tor our 

J10V•e11t from one of the greatest powers on earth! 

•The Arabs are certainly not averse to carrying on their 

propaganda both in the direction of ~eat Britain and of the Soviet Union. 

My regret i• not that we have tried, but that we have 11ot tried hard e110ugb• 

or soon eDOu • At the moaent, the a ttilucle of the Soviet Govermnent -

iuotar as the spare ffidenoe oan indicate an attitude •-does not ••• 



to 1,e taTorabl• to u•• Bat there ia nothing tiral about it• Som cl ue reoall 

tbat up 'to a tn aonthe ago, n• 110re detia11- nidenoea ••••d to point to a 

taTorabl• aid friendly attitude. The ir•••nt attitude •Y or •Y aot ohug• again 

~~ /}.»! j ti~ 
1D the tature. W• •Y not aueoeed• But we 

t; M ~~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ ?tt 
0-.fu~ ~ ~, i;:,,..) ~ ~ 11/ 
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