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GOI JG TO GOD' c• COU' TRY? 11 

. e e Lis th0 'ay o F ee~om nd 
Hg_ ine s ? 

By 
Dr . il el ilver 

At 
T Te 1 

0 
Sund r mo~ning , Dec 21 , 1947 

• 



The su ject of my sermon this mo ning •.as suggested to me y book o 

h t s~me nane , "GoirJ.g to God' s Coun r~r?" v:_ ich was i tten a fe , ye rs ago by a 

woman, .,artha L . Sm "th . It is the story of the reco d of pionPering worn nan 

er hus and and ive children 1ho lived for uite a number o years in ic8ouri 

here li e s hard , and from eTe the 'i·e e 1oning to go some d r o ne nd 

here life ould bee sier . They he rd or a ne 1 d ich ~ one'l"lin u in 

0 .. la oma an so n. er 11 years spen in issouri .he~e t ~1e, h"'d cc la ed ver.T 

little , they decided to mo e to the new Indi n te rit ry hich co ening up n 

Oklahoma . he_e the. hoed to get rich ad toe~ a 11~h a eal ome . T ey deci ed 

to go to God ' s coun • 

An e a long an earisome journey o 13 d ys in covered gone , t. · s 

pioneering couple and their c · 1 ren inally ar i ed at t eir d ~ inn+ion. I 

a terribly ha jo ney nd ever. iver the, crossed , an~ t1e~ o<:"sed und-e s o 

t m, seemed to be u . They c~me tote ne, co t e e e ve 

They believed that at 1 st t 1e re b God ' coun .. . 
But acco ing to the account , t .. rm on 'ich the., e led was 0 ull 

0 centipe es the d to sleep "th utcher imife under t e illo n o ~ e to 

protect themse ves. T' ey encountered m n"!r hards ·.J.ps , u h con d 

a gnrden . T e picked cotton an in the Fall t ey ~o e he t . A ey e e 
• 

con ent . 

To ear 1 ter airie rec e all roun m an e t ..... we 

consu~ed mot o t ir meage poses · on t ev beo- n o wond r he her i 

re 11 

all 

God' coun ry n on er . A om 1 tin 1 hou sent ov r 

e 1 n cov ring ng . A 1 t e could o :as to~ o ee "'rom 

choking to de th. ..:o long fte n elec "" ic 1 rm et e much o+' t ·r 

heat and other c ops hich the ha somi . 

So some years ent b-r . Their 0 ,ere one . Uo t o r mo as 

gone . Just , n ou thought . ou had something i i ul 

so uch . And lots of t 4e eople left ·h t country. So 

u n up r ould r in 

e oo m e up h ir 

h 

mind t t O lahoma as not God' coun re lly. Per p find it ome here 
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else . So t'ey ~old t e r ov d o 11° ne er i +ory o ·,~ lley on 

t·1e south si e of t e ort Ca. a chou River . It 

aces ,he e thev lived contente ly: 

a enuti ul ~11e O 240 

"-:''hen i. c e time o u to "!lo e I -re like I 

stay for e ad d 1 sts of excite,en ~nd lot o -f'un, lo 

and lo 0 r w"'r • But it s ~11 o" r now . ·e id 1 i. 1<e ni oneering ve y muc 

for ou y:ould ,.,.et somet'~ing 0 1 t o it. 
not 

"We hrld/found God's Countr-rr but e ,, e sure e ool fi. <l i 

in our ne l-iome in the Che enne Count_ • So in e -ere on our 1 y . e e e 

goi 
0 0 God'~ Co try . II 

en t .,..rived he e t'e uil hem elve hous on a .ew ~ m 0 

s o_ie 1.ig 1. I s + e S 10 place of e ole co n . . 
or iles a ound . T ey e eve at l st . The • ere in God's Cou t v . 

But te a r-ew ye s , m n c· me -o md a..~ a _ e , et they oul ell eir 

f'q m. The man idn't t to sell . Bu er he 

"If you can give me a good price, I will sell." He s offered 6,000 and 

they sold this house. Then they started looking for a better place. They b ught 

a new place not far from the old place. It was ne. It as beaut ·fu.1. And on 

the farm there were all kinds of fruits and berries growing. And they t ought 

that in this place they would certainly stay for the rest of their lives . They 

were sure they rere in God's country, or almost sure . 

ot long after t hey heard of ve • good land selling s me where in Texas 

where for a little money they could buy an a ·ful lot of good land. So the 

travelled don to Tex sand bought s cme 700 acres on the installment plan. They 

didn't act lly settle there. They left a n;an ther e to sow wheat and to take 

care of the land and they undertook to pay for the land. There e e few crops 

on the land. The installments bad to be paid and their little capital began to 

drain away. But good fortune finally came to them. They were offered twice what 

the had paid for the land and they sold it. Later on they discovered that the 
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land they sold froduced oil wells. But they had gotten a fair profit, and ~th 

that aoney which they had made, the bought some add.tional land and added to the 

land which they had. And for a time they were c0ntent to live hapyil in<lxi 1 s 

Country. 

But soon another rr~n appeared on the scene and offered to buy them out --

their old farm and their new farm. He offered them a good price. The wife didn't 

want to sell. The husband asked, "How much?" And he sold. And no they v:ere all 

set to search for another place, to find the real God's country. And t ris time 

it was Oregon. They decided to go to Oregon. They had relatives there who told 

them what a wonderful country it was. It was really God's countr.;. So they 

decided that they would take another chance. So t hey packed up bag and baggage 

and moved to Oregon. This time not in a covered v.agon, but in a train - husband 

wife, five children - for five days. 

TheJ settled in Salem. There they build another two story house and for a time 

they thought the - had settled in God's countr. But the didn't like Oregon r eally, 

in spite of the Royal Ann cherries and the groves of tall fir trees. They didn't 

like i t and hankered for the country they had left. 

So the record reads - and this is written by thew ....an ioneer herself: 

"•e found just about ever - kind of person in every rart of the c untry ·e 

lived. ' e worked, made friends, helped cut where e could and suall.: found that 

others were willing to help us when we bad our troubles. ~e v.ere commencing to wonder 

·r there was a certain place that w· s God's country. Or if God's CountrJ was everywhere? 

Or if God wasn't in the countr -- then in what? 

"My husband and I did a lot of thinking and a little talking. ebad been 

living out on the farm in Woodward Count ry for three years when my husband had a 

stroke of paralysis. e moved back to Enid so we could be near good doctors. He lived 
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for two years. Then my beloYed died. We had spent 48 years together hunting for 

God's Country . Before he died we l earned somethi.ng. Somethi ng terribl y important. 

"We learned that Goel' s Country i sn't in t he count r ~, . 1t. is in the mind. As 

we looked back we knew that all the time we was hunting for God's Count r y we had it. 

re wor ked hard. We was loyal. Honest. ij e was happy. For 48 years we lived together 

in Chi' s Country." 

The s i mple tale of a pioneer man and hi s mate,.their children and of t heir 

quest for God's Country has within it a really profound l esson. Most everyone is 

looking for God's country . Most everyone is going somewhere a l l the time to f i nd it. 

Most everyone is persuaded t hat God's Country is not here, but the .... e. Always t here, 

in t he next town, in the next s tate, beyond the mountain, in another va lley, across 

the sea. Most p eople are sel dom content for long. Restl essl) they travel on. They 

are looking for God's Country , the place which means or did mean .for them ha1-, piness 

and freedom and contentment and peace. And so f ew f ind it. So few f i nd God's country . 

And so few know where to look for it. So few know that t hey actually pos sess it all the time 

/ 

but are unawa e of it like these folks are, just as man is una 7are of breathing all the 

t i me, of the heart's beati ng all the time. 

There are many roads, my fri ends which l ead away from the center of our 

lives - high roads and low roads, roads t hat l ead to many goals - toil.me, to fortune 

to certain power, to posi tion - long w,'nding roads, some easy to 1ravel, some heart

breaking and terribly difficult roads to travel - all leading away f rom their own 

highv1ay to distant goals. 

The only roads that lead to happiness are t he r oads w. ich lead to freedom 

and t he roads which lead inward - just as they folks discovered after forty-eight 

years. 

When you come to think of it, when J·ou t hi nk of freedom, which everybody 

longs for and prizes so much - what is freedom? Where is it to be found. Is it 

to be found n by impuls i vely moving all aver the face of the earth? Is freedom 



-5-

to be found in andering about the country, in moving from Oklahoma. t Texas? From 

movlng from Texas to Oregon, from place, from valley to valley, from one farm to 

another? Is freedom to be found in going f rom one exciteffient to anothr, Lrom one 

random chance to another. They are always sure they were shackled here, but there 

beyond the horizon ther e is freedom whee the soul and mind can roam. 

This i sn't freedom at all. This is the veIJ' enslave ent of restlessness, 

the ver · chains of vagabondage because it is aimless. An because it is aimless, 

it leads ultimately to decay of the spirit and mind and in time dee y of the body 

as well. 

r'ihat, then, is this so-called freedcm? hy .:-'reedom is acl,ieved t l-rough 

self-discipline. It is ~ .. n adventure w ' thin man's inner life. How do you make 

yourself free? By dise cumberi~g yourself of all unnecessar~ desires, all 

unnecessary and unworthy am~ :_tions. hen you free ·ourself from hysterical 

seeking after t '· ings which you really don't need for ha1riness and ·ell bein of 

your life. A man grows in freedom when he learns to control his pass· ons f r anger, 

for hates, for suspicions, if he developes noral hal its of simple living and high 

t .inking. A man becomes increasi gly free as he exerts himself in regulating his 

life, in di rectin h"s life, just as the great surgeon ro is most successful 

because he has trained hi rr.self for )' ears to do that particular thing, bee use 

he bas trained and d isciplined limself to do that thing. The great mus i cian 

plays magnificently whatever he seeks to pla because he has trained hiwself 

through long arduous days and ears of discipline to erform accur tely and 

perfectly. The poorly trained n, hen he w· shes to 1-ierform lacks the ability, 

freedom to do rhat he would like to do. That is freedom. 

A man is free when he is free to do ri ht, en his mind i free t c think 

honestly, when hisni.nd is free to think honestly and hen his tongue is free 

to s .eak truthfully and his hand free to act helpfully. hat is when man is free. 

And thellll- road which leads to that freedom is not the road across d·stant 

terrains. It is the road th t leads strai ht to man's ovm inner ·, rld to our own 
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heard and to our own mind. Agre t foet stated: "Be your 0wn palace -- or the orld's 

your jail." 

'i/ha.t is this think you call hEi. f;i., iness? that we believe t t we find when ',e 
it 

re ch God's Country? Where is/to be found? In some far off place? In some 

"deep meadowed country , ha 1 y, fair with orch~rd roads and bowery hollo s crowned ith 

summer sea?" Do you recall th se lovely words of Tennyson? Is that 

l i es? 

ere happiness 

No, ha1,1 iness is acr..ieved just as freedom is. It is ah chievement of the 

efforts of one's inner life. Happiness is tole found JIii& in human contacts tow ich 

we must contri ute the cement of our own love and our own loyalty. e ha:e got to do 

tLose things which make for our ha 1- iness. ve must build for it w thin our own lives. 

Happiness comes from the confident knowledge that we are doing our best 1herever we 

are and ·hatever we do. Tlbt whatever we do is linked up with sometLing noble and 

significant and fine in the world. Ha piness comes asically from a senae of self

worth which one doesn't find over thee ~dover t he~e, but hich one must build over 

here lthin oneself. 

I am not talking of pleasure, excitement. I amulkine, of a continued sense 

of ~iritual well being and intellect~al contentment which we need for suste ance and 

and upbuilding of our life. 

This st ry of these simple folk is in a poetic a, in a mystic ~ y, in 

a drairetic form also told b the famous Belg·an 1aeterlinck in his play, the 

"Blue Bird," wro go all over the world seeki the blue bird which tands for happiness. 

fter long and fruitless searches the return to find that the blue bird of hap1iness 

was al,.•a., s there in their little cottage at home. 

•hat is true of the uest of freedom and hap.iness is also true as reg rds 

the uest of man's search for God. · here is Goo really to be found? Some seek him 
• 

in distant places, in distant holy places. Some seek him in physic 1 sanctuaries 

or in mystic rituals, or in symbols of one form or another. All these • are 

approximations, a groping towards the dwelling place of God. here des God dwell? 
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Why God dwells within us. Everj truly pious rran and oman is the living sanctuary 

of God and Goo reveals himslf to us in the no lest impul ses cf our being. ~henever 

we do what we shoul do out of integrity, out of love, pity, comf assion, Ne are 

worshiping at the altar of God. 

"I cannot find Thee! Still on restless p.nion 
My s :-irit beats the void where Thou do.st dwell; 
I wander lost through all Thy vast dominion, 
And shrink beneath Thy light ineffable." 

"l cannot find Thee! Even r.hen most adoring 
Before Th shrine bend in lo~liest prayer, 
Beyond these bounds of t 'cught, my t ought upsoaring, 
From fartr.est quest comes back: Thou art not there." 

"Yet high ahove the limits of y~eing, 
And folded far within the inmost heart, 
And dee~ belo the deeps of conscious heing, 
Thy splendor shineth; there, 0 God, Thou Art." 

Ands whe r e is God's Country? And eve r people in every land at one 

time or another believed that it is in God's Country. e have called the U.S. A. 
in 

God's Countr., . nd people living/other lands of overty, pe s 9c tion lift their 

eyes to us and call t '1is Gro I s Country. Our forefathe s in anc i ent Judea thought 
not 

they lived inCbd's Country. But God, my friends, i s every here,/localized n any 

country. Ever~ countrJ whee thee is peace and rotherliness and neighborl"ness 

and freedom is God's Country. And it ha 1,ens ver often in history th1 t such a 

God's country ceases to be God's Country because i n place of ~rotherline~s and peace 

thee come war, intole ~ance nd bigotr. Sometimes a country is fil led ,ith the 

richest resources. Yet such a countr: doesn't become God's Country unless men, 

by their 1 bor and devoti on, good ill make it Goo's Country. God's country 

i really within the life of a eople not in the territory, in the fh sical 

s~retch of valleys and mountains and rivers.1Pfhen • I read t ·s s·mple st, ry or 

the pioneer man and woman it in1 ressed me dee ly and I t l ou ht I would share 

it with you. 
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