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'f:i thin two days , Friends , the citizens of the United States vrill go to 

their polls to elect the Chief Executive and many other candidates for posts 

in this , the most powerful nation of the world. For nearly 160 years American 

citizens have gone freely to the polls to do just that , and have maintained 

their free government. The world has witnessed in this time , during this long 

period of more than a century and a half, many revolutions , many governments 

have been overthrovm, many democracies have collapsed. But the American citi­

zens weathered all storms , including the dangerous Civil ar. The American 

citizen is still master of his government , and not the other way round. He 

can still go to the polls and vote out of office any public official he does 

not like and vote into office others more acceptable to him. The free and 

secret ballot is the :American citizen1 s scepter of authority, and it symbol­

izes to him and to his officials d to the · ry at large that government 

exists for the sake of the governed and not the other way round; that govern­

ments are instituted as it is tated in our Declaration of Independence , "that 

governments are instituted among men to make secure the unalienable rights of 

men in justice and in equality; and that governments derive their just powers 

from the consent of the governed. " 

During this last generation especially, this fundamental doctrine has been 

challenged and has been rejected in many parts of the earth by totalitarian · 

governments , both of the right and of the left, and ars have been aged - the 

deadliest in all history - to destroy this fundamental principle upon which 

our government is based and which is reaffirmed on every election day. In 

place of our fundamental principle of a free and sovereign people , dictator­

ships have sought to establish the absolute authority of the state - the dic­

tatorship of one class or another - and the subjugation of the individual to 
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the absolute authority of government , a government which he cannot control. 

Other democracies have succumbed to this onsl aught in recent years . The Amer­

ican democracy has not . There are not many places Jeft in the rorld today 

where citizens can freely nominate their own candidates and can demand of these 

candidates that they should come before them to solicit and endorse , on the 

basis of record or forum , that they should subject themselves on the ba is of 

ruthless criticism of opposing political parties arrl candidates , and that 

people be informed through press and radio the position of the candidates on 

issues and that these candidates shall await the decision of a free elector­

ate . And there are not mmy places in the orld today where the ballot - the 

will of the majority - finally decides and decides finally. The losj g candi­

date by custom congratulates the ·nning andid t and. ·shes him ell . One 

set of men depart from public office; ano rs t ke their place, but the 

democratic machinery of government continues function with no upheavals , 

no disturbances , no o tla ing of the opposition p ty, no liquidations , no 

undergrounds The minority is permitted to function in overnment as a min-

ority, is free to c ·tinue to eA'"J)ress its views and free to build up its 

strength for the next election. 

ow there is a grandeur and nobility in this system which are someti.'lles 

missed by th~e who see only the routine mechanics of a campaign , a routine 

hich is not always inspiring. The showmanship which is incidental to poli­

tical campaign, the parades , the political harangues and the synthetic enthu­

siasm which is engendered , the bluster and the verbal upro - these should not 

obscure the lorious and radiant reality ~hich is involved in campaigning - the 

reality of a free people riodically takin stock and ove haul ing its over -

ment to assure th tit corresponds most ccur tely to its · shes and ne~ds . 
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These surface and sometirres unattractive machinations of a political routine 

incidental to a campaign should not cause us to overlook that it is through 

this method that a free people serve notice on all officials that if the 

people remains the master, regardless of how exalted and responsible is the 

position to which the people may have elevated this or that man. 

Now there may be a difference of opinion as to the quality and effective­

ness of campaign speeches , speeches for example such as we have listened to in 

recent weeks - the campaign speeches of the principal candidates , Mr . Truman 

and Mr. Dewey, when they were before the people to solicit their votes . Some , 

for example , felt that Mr . Truman as President of the United States , might 

well have been a little more restrained in his utterances . Personally I like 

a little spice and paprika in my politics, and.if President Truman, as he 

put it , wants to "give them hell" , I have no ob·ections . Some hav-e .felt that 

~ • Dewey might have been a little less evangelical and platitudinous in his 

campaign speeches , and might have discussed a little more realistically the 

specific problems and issues of these times and treated his listeners as mature 
I 

human beinPs . I personally believe that his effectiveness would have been en-

hanced by a more mature tvpe of discussion. Some have felt that Ir . allace 

presented his case a little too hysterically, but the over- riding fact - the 

never- to- be- overlooked fact , is that these candidates have had to carry their 

case to the American people, to the turbulence of American public opinion, 

and have their pro am evaluate and judged by the people , and they have to 

abide by the judgment of this people . 

This campaign, however , hoo also acaented what I regard as the bar sinister 

in our democrati c discussions of the shield of American democratic life . The 

emergence of the s called States Rights party in the South. ¥e have not paid 

much attention to it in the North , but this is an important political factor 

in the South. Its candidate , Governor J . Str om Thurmond, may actually carry 



-h-

sev~ral of the Southern states and it is an important manifestation of something 

which is tragically wrong in our American democracy. This party, the States 

Rights party, is , as you ·11 recall , the rebel wing of the Democratic Party 

rhich broke away a1d set up house for itself when the Democratic Convention 

ado ted a rather mild civil rights platfonn aimed at obtaining equality for the 

American egro. This civil rights program calls for a fed ral antipoll tax law, 

an anti- l r ching lavr - it 0 1 d prohibit segregation - it ai~s for a federal 

fair employn1ent practice act to make it unlawful to discrimi ate . This civil 

rights pro m.which mirrors our Declaration of Independen e, the Constitutio 1 

of the United States , and the Bill of Rights , is under the attack of this S te,.. 

Rights arty. Under the slog of States Rights during the Civil ar - non-

i.tervention by the federal gover ent , this su stantial vring of the Democratic 

P ty has broken away from the party in its res 1 e to defeat this basically 

democratic and American principle. I do not k o ·f how sincere • TrU!Ilan ¥'as 

when he projected this program. en he talked in Texas , he refr 1 ned from 

discussing his civil rights program there . The important thing is that the 

violent opposition to this program in the South - strong enough to impel them 

to disrupt their om party and to assure is defeat , evidence of a tragic dis­

er ancy in at least one importan sector of our nation bet7een our emocratic 

practice and our democratic preachin . 

e may choose to i ore this when we speak e thusiastically of o Ame i ­

can way of life i the councils of the ~orld, but th nations abro d do not 

ignore it and c r..not i nore it, nothing so undermines our moral 3tatus in 

the world and nothing so uestions o s·ncerity abo t human right~ and h n 

freedom as this fact and ·n our own midst a vast op is tte ting to des-

troy these same basic human ri hts arrl freedoms , all of mich s ould make us 
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avr e that: ve h ve a long way to o yet to realize the dream vrhich is America, 

an furthermore, it sho11 d give us a measure of hurnili ty in 11 our dealings 

with other people and overnments ·rhose vant of freedom -;e de lore . 

No - th.is has not been a tense or exciting campaign. Our nation s pros­

perous and our eople are at ork. 611000 1000 of our fellovr citizens are gain­

fully employed, and profits and ~ages and farm incoroo are the highest in our 

history. Our national incorre for the past year exceeded 200100~ ,ooo ,ooo. At 

such times political cat1paigns do not take on the character of urgency, espe­

cially when there are no colorful personalities in the political ring , and there 

are none today. President Truman has, in the las fe weeks , a tempted to pre­

sent himself to the American electorate as a lmight in shinir..g annor , but I 

afraid he has not been alto ethe convinci ~. He is not o the arrior t~ e, 

and rhat h has uttered at t · es sour.ded er ~adi al, but so aehov one does not 

associate :1h th says • h the man. Comin fro one w o was just esident 

Roosevelt's runnin ate beca1se of his conservative de ... endability, this new-

folli"ld radical doe not soun quite authentic . His cham ... ionship o , erican 

labor , for example , which he regards s his er s de and his attacks on the 

Taf· Hartley 1 , hi.ch he vetoeJ. are undoubtedly slncere . The Taft- artley 

la:·r has many serious fla: s ,hich should be removed - pe haps he hole la 

should be repealed~ t • Truman ' s championshi of Alrrerican labor appears 

less convincing n so hat unrelated to any cons·stent poli y gai t the 

bac ound of his lamentable appe ance before Congress that the striking rail­

ro workers shoul be dr fted 'nto the army, in order to avert t eir threatened 

str.:ke . 

There e no crusade.., • n this campai and there are no crusa ers . On most 

domestic issues Democrat p bl ' cans have sel om been far ap rt in the Con-

ess of the United St es , vhether in he 79th o 80th. Take the Taft- II tley 

law which residen Truman vetoes . Con ress overrode his veto, but t1e over-
~ 



-6-

riding of the veto ras ma e ossible becau e 106 Democrats o t of 8 joine 

225 .epublicans to ei:.o it in the louse of Represent tives , and O Jer.iocrats 

joined h8 Republicans in the Senate to 'teto it. The veto vro1ld never have 

been overridden but for the fact that Democr-ats united with Republica'r'ls . The 

esi ent did not ha the backing of his ovm party in this piece of legisla­

tion. 

Takethe Dis laced Persons law which the President has denounced - and 

rightly o - as a piece of prejudiced intelerant legislation. It was mi 

possible by the fact that 2h Democrats jo'ned 39 Republic sin the Senate, 

and l(DB l)emocrats joined 177 epublic ns in the House to pass hat bill. 

It shoul be said of President rwnan that he has been ore progressive 

than his ovm arty in most of t e eas eo . socia legis ation vrhich 

came befo e Con .ess. As far as Governor D ey i concer~ed, he is anything 

b t crusade • . e is o unity nationan~ por peace internationally. 

There are certainly no controversial matters on ,rich all Americans arc eed . 

• Dm7ey has called or more ener and efficienc nd courte3y in government 

11hich he will probably br"n5 to · t if he is electe , judging by his ad.~inistra­

t:ve record as Governor of the state of Ne York. As Governor , ewey sponsored 

some very laudable social measures in the state , inclu ·ng fair em loyment 

pr ctices act. Mr. De rey appe rs to be vr~ you mi ht call a cau ious liberal 

quite independent and resolute . He is yet to be tested in the fires of grave 

national problems and in the severe tensions and complications of world prob­

lems • 

• allace loomed large at the outset as a crusader , the heir of ilkie , 

the champion of one , orld at a t • me when our world as b ing ho elessly i vided 

and was drifting into a third orld ar , but Mr . · allace unf.ort a ly isol ed 

himself within a oup whose 

terested in th Soviet Yrorld , 

dherents are largely, tho ' not excl usi vely, in­

n this has forced him to become the poloeist 
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for the Soviet Union , a govcrnme~t which is responsible certa·n.y as much as 

any nation for the dengerous situ tion in which the vorld finds it elf today. 

There has been little in his utterances hich soun ed like a defense of the 

great democratic ideals which have been threatene in the world oday. The 

real key to the present impasse between East and est is the realization that 

both sides are responsible and culpable and that a ne start must be made in 

repentance and oodwill to save our orld. • allace had the opportun~ty to 

become the ii~partial and trusted spokesman of the reconciliation of the East 

and rest , something ·rhich Franklin lano Roosevelt hoped for , but he has be­

co. the mouthpiece of a pro- Soviet minority, and he has direcved h' s main a -

peal not to the whole of the American eople , but to the un u lifie 

ievances of the minority cups . 

L • allace is a man of high ijealis 0 sses many ifts of heart 

and ·n # One cannot e cape the co cl sion ht is mission ro d av been 

better served if he h rema ·ned ··d hin his part.,r unl ss his chief pur o e was 

to hurt the esident who ha ievously wronged h • by forcing his esignation 

.from the Cabinet .for a speech on the Soviet Union which the ,esi ent ha read 

and approved before it as elivered. 

• Norman Thor.i.as is running gain, p ently for the s ke of the recor 

and to keep he Socialist Party in the campaign. Four years ago he received 

80 , 000 votes out o total of LB , 000 ,000 . Ho many he w·1 receive this year 

it is not easy to say - perhaps a slightly larger vote . Nevertheless the size 

of the vote ought not to mislead us . 

ilar to that of the British Labor P 

Mr . Thomas I s ar y t s program is vecy sim­

ty which took over the ggverru ent of that 

staid n conserv tive country calJe Great ritain, and un oubte ly our orld 

is movi gin that direction - of pl 1ned democr tic economy and soci lized in­

dustry, and o o country is un'ioub edly oving in that directi n more slo ·rly 

than other countr ies . B t Am rica 1s trend torard soci lization ·fill pro ably 
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not be carried forward by Thomas 1 s party, but through the norm 1 evolution un er 

st ess of economic circumstances of one of the major political parties . After 

Tuesdrty, friends , the two real problems confronting the .Ai11erican eople on • ich 

the leading candidates have relatively very little to say n.11 remain the to 

leading problems confronting the Ame ican people . One is inflat:on and the 

other is our relation to the Soviet Union . 

e are drifting dangerously to economic disaster . Every sane person under-

stands it. any of us remember the consequences of inflation in the early 

thirties . Mr . wey 7ould meet the situation of inflation by el:L1linating all 

unnecessary governmental expendit es arrl reducing the national debt by revi­

sion of federa t axes . I an not an economist an I do not kno ho successful 

these measures 70 ld pave , but simult neously ·t h's call for reduction o 

governmental spending, Mr . wey advocate a 

by favoring a pro am of universal milit r 

se of federal expenditure 

n , increased ai to Europe , 

a large housing rogram, i c easin social security benefits , maintainin farm 

support and many other plans for large- scale developments . ost of these re-

commendations are very laudable but involvin as they do hu6 e expendit es , 

how r . De ey reconciles them 1·th the hoe of reducing ex;enditures , is som 

thing we need more light on. 

Mr . Truman would solve inflation by restoring price control rhich he him­

self terminated in 19h6. If the Republicans are elected, the first things 

they should bring forcibly to their minds on ednesday is too year 1929, the 

last memories of the Republic n administration with its 16,ooo , 00 unemployed 

and its soup kitchens , closed banks and the sery of the erican people . The 

pr oblem that cannot be met with verbal promises . 

nd the secon ur nt an pressin roblem rhich they have to face is the 

problem of finding a "modus vivendi" rith Russia. On Russia both arties say 
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they have a bi- partisan policy, but this bi- partisan policy has led, up to this 

point , to a stone wall . Mr . Truman began his policy of encircJement of the 

Soviet Union by taking over responsibility in Greece and Turkey, and since then 

the tension between the two countries has mounted almost daily until now we are 

confronted with the necess1- of arming half the world cgainst the other haJf • 

This , ,of course , involves build~ng up Gennany agaln as Hitler sa: 'f it , as the 

chief bulwark against a sound economy, and it involves drawing in alll the Fas­

cist 0vernments in Eruope , especially Franco , and our Secretary of State has 

sent out feelers regarding all governments to withdraw their ministers .from 

Franco Spain. This bi- partisan policy on Russia has forced the draft and may 

lead to military training in the near future . 

Everywhere one ~ ars the talk of war and the whole program of arming half 

the y;orld against the other might lead to bankr-uptcy. 

Dewey has ot criticized this program. eh sonly said the President is 

vaccillating in this program. The program seems to be basically the same . Both 

parties uphold the United Nations , but neither has i i dicated how the United a­

tions can best serve and no one has called upon the implementation of the United 

Hat.ions to meet this situation ana for which the U. N. V<as established. The U.N. 

has been rendered as helpless as the League of I ations after the first World 

ar. 

fr . Truman ' s utterances have been better than his actions. He has been 
the 

severely criticized because he has att pted to get directly in touch with/one 

man who decides policy for the Soviet Union . .fast recently r . Truman attempted 

to establ ish this direct approach through Jystice Vinson. The timing may have 

been unfortunate . Undoubtedly there was a considerabl e amount of ine titude , 

but the ide is a sound one - a very sound one - and no opportunity should be 

lost to make a new start., t o make every conceivable start to meet this situation 

which is drifting from bad to worse . 
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Perhaps t ere are too many generals who have been guiding or controlling 

tr . Truman - generals in .Joscow, Berlin and Vfas:ungton. Generals oueht to stay 

out of jobs intended for civilians. Their point of view, a preach , training 

are directed to the task of solving an issue by force , and the best kind o= gen-
used in 

eral should be/such situati01s. But diplomacy is intended to arrive at a solu-

tion without force and i requires a different wisdan and a different skill and 

a different attitude. 

These two basic problems, in my judgment , will confront both parties , 

whichever is elected on Tuesday, and they will h veto get to •10rk on them under 

ressure of urgency • . ie pr that whoever is elected vtill receive the guidance 

and the strength which the awesome office callG for , and that a kind providence 

will guide the new officials whom ·the free American eople will elect to of fice 

because so much oft e fate of the world - o o speak of the fate of ourselves 

and of our children • n depend in the days to corne u on the wis m a1 d the 

courage , the ideals and the loyalty with which these men will proceed to 

carry out the wishes of the American people, a people whose ishes above all 

else are economic security and world peace . 




