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LIBERAL JUDAISM THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

What effect will the establishment of the 
State of Israel have on the development 
of Liberal Judaism here and abroad 

Sunday, November 7, 1948 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 



The establishment of the etste 0£ Israel this year is bound to have an et

.tact u-pon the future course of the Jewish people throughout the world, and upon 

Judai• resembling analogous evente in the history of our people 1n the past. 

The deetruction and the reewration c£ the sta. in the 6th century before the 

OOPIDOn Era, and again, the destruction in the year 70 ot the common Era are mile

stone• in Jewish history- as nll as turning pointe. They forced political, so

cial, and spiritual adjustments on the people, and framed a new wav ot li.f'e tor 

them. The re-establishment of the Jewish stale this y&r 18 destined to become 

just such a milestone and turning point. The year 19h8 will take its place 

among the three or four most important d& ea in Jnil!h history. 

are too close to the event to en.luate it property, but w can already' 

begin to sees o.f' its vut historic implications. 

The first ia a pSJ"Chological one. A.ttir 19 centuries the Jewish people has 

regained national status. It has rebuilt its national center in its ancestral 

home. The reconstruction ot the state of Israel bas receiwd the unction of 

the Ulli.ted Hationa. Its gOYerment has been recognized by'~ countries :In

cluding the two moat ponr1'ul - the United State■ and the Soviet Union. lhile 

ita exact boundaries are ■till under dispute, the hct ot ita independent and 

BOVereign existence 111 moat pnerally acknowledg9d, and ita own m111tm-y' F90R8■ 

has tortitied it. The third Commomrealth ot the Jeri.ah nation ie thus an ac

compliabed tact. The atate ot Israel exists. 

A• a result the concept ot the Wandering Jn ia bound eftntu•lly- to die

appear along with the term "galut• - mle. When people ca ot their own tree 

will return to their anceatral ho , they are not in exile. Onl7 coapul80r7 

banishment spell• exile. • All nations provide their quotu ot illlnigrante all 

OYer the world. People are continuall1' moving tr one oountr.r to another, and 



are changing their citizenship today, but they are not re arded as exiles. 

Thi a tact alone - the end or national exile for the Jer.1. sh peop1e as such -

ia de.tined to attect t&TOrab~ the pqcbe ot the Jn throughout the world. 

It will endow the Jo, wherenr he livee, with a eelt-respect and a sense ot 

•cur1t7 long wanting 1n Jnish experience. ror the curae of ca.in, the cur• 

of being an outcast and a wandered over the face ot the earth, baa been re

JIOftd• Wiurt,ever the Jn ia deetined to create in any part o£ the world in 

art, 'or in literature will, I bell.,_, come to reflect thia Ilft at'titude ot dif

ni't7 and confidence. There will be much less· or the strain and the tension in 

hie creatift work, leaa or the apirit of dejection or ot rebeW.on. !here will 

be leu ob•saion with anti-Seid. tiera or w1 th apolo~taee. This is not to aug-, 

geet. that as a member ot a minori.ty group ~•re except in Israel, the Jn 

will no't be subject to those diaerillinatione which, to vary1.n degrees, are 

n.aited upon most 1111nority groupe 1n moat parts ot the world. But 1n this re

gard he will share an ident~cal but not a umque or aggranted experience. It 

wu ahiay• the double liability or Jewi.eh experience - that of being a minor

ity group - e'ftrywbare am. a national center nowhere, which doub:11' exacerbated 

hie position in the world. He will tight tar his Ml end .qua rights ewry

where, 110re ccmtidently and more reeo1ute'.q, enbeartened by the tact ot thia 

nn etatua and cligniey- which have come to his people in the recreation and tlw 

ct.fen• ot thia etate. 

Another important con•quenc• ot th.is biataric eftnt which hu taken place 

ao recent'.q ia the certain eMrpnce ot a 11ajor Jnieh population center in the . 
East and 'thl re-grouping ot the world Jw:1.tlh population. It ia quite poeeiba 

that it tt. ir•eent rate ~ imigation oontinuaa, the Jewieb population ot Ie

rul by 1960 will be 21000 •000 or aore. It might eubetantiabl.T increa• 1n . 
nbNquent 19ara. Three to tour million iB not an exceaiw figure. So that 



outside ot the United Stat.ts and the SOYiet Union, the population of Israel will 

be the largest Jnish population in the world. Thus• a great concentration ot 

our people will again take place in the r.ut,, the cradle ot Israel and~ Isrul•s 

taitb, and the East rather than the lfeet will again becana the decisive cultural 

■Sl:Sev. ot the creati'Y9 Jewiah lite ot taaorrow. An interesting bi.nd1ng ot the 

last and the Weat will again tala place in that corner or the world which time 

and again in the past baa eerYed both •• an entnpot and crucibll ot culture am 

religion. A atartli ·.ig mw eyntheei• might conceivably result when Jm coming 

to that la'ld which was in the past a natural Ned-bed ot eeera, prophet■ and 

mystics will bring to it the acience, technoloa and the poll tical and econcmic 

concep1iione which the West bu dneloped. KIUJ1' Jen tram IWl7 parte ot the 

world, over am abova tho• tram landa oL perNCUtion, Will come to Palestine. 

UJ7 JflfrfJ will Nttle in Israel tar the s&mllt reasons which motinte other people 

to change their habitat.ions. J- will come :to Israel :troa all parts ot the 

world just •• peoples haft come to the United States trm all parts ot thl world, 

and just as tha United statea beoa. a •lting pot ot peoples, so Israel ia dee

tined to becane a •lting pot ot the Jen or the world. In a eon•, it is that 

al.rea(Q'. Ju.st u .Americm lite prot'ited tran the gLtta and the tal•nta which 

J111D7 peoples brought to it, ao Ier•l is destined to protit tram the eldl)a, 

culture■, and enthud•- which J- ~om all parts or the world will bring to 

it. The dymmi•, the mzing outpouring ot creative energy- alreacv in eY.1.dence 

in Isnal, will incn ... in the yeara to come. TM life ot the people in Im-Ml 

will be characterised, I belie'n, by' 'libat 1ae enero-, initiative, and enter

priee which have characterised American lite. So t~t ave?)" e.xcitin and ric~ 

proailling Dff chapter in Jftish history' 1a b9gjm:1ng. 

Tiro que.tJ.ona pNNnt tbem•1.ne, aong other■, u w atUCO" the possible 

illpllcatione ot what bu taklm place. What effect will the eetablitbllat of tm 



etate ot Israel hava on the Jen throughout the world, and what effect -will it 

have on Judal•T 

one 1aportant tact 11W1t be b<rne 1n mind - that, the majority- ot the Jm.ah 

people ld.ll alwav • 11 veouteide or I arul. Aal!Nlli.ng th& IsrMl will in the 

cour• ot time COIie to count three or tour million,_, the greater portion or 

the Jewish people will still reside out81.de !ta borders. Thia na the cue, 

alao, during the second COmlaoDIMalth, eapecial.11' in ~ centuries 111Dedia:tel1' 

preceding the destruction 1n 70 ot the Coanon Era. It bas been estim&ed that 

in the cloaing centuries of the Ncond Collno.rDMal th about 2f •1 l l :Son JfltnJ 

liwd in Palestine and about Si- Jl1ll1QD li'Ved outside. There waa a ooneider

able dispersion of our people in the six centuries before the Ccnnon EN which 

extended from the borders of Peraia in the East to Spain in the West., md t'rca 

Ethiopia clear up to the BlMk Sea. Dlpor\ant centers ot Jnieh li1'e existed., 

at the time when the Jniah st.ate wu in exi oe, in Bab71on, in lgypt, aid 

in Syria ad Aaia Jtlnor., 1n the 1,-J•nda ot the 118diteffane•n, in Greece and 1n 

Itaq. It baa been eartiliat.ed that every tenth person li'ring in the Rcun 111-

pire in the t.lrn oentV7 ot the ~cwaon era wu a Jn, m d ,nry- titth peraon 

11 v1ng 1n the Eutern llediterrare■n world wu a J•• Tba great diaperaion -

the reaul:t ot expulsiona - wu not al•IQ'• involuntary-. J- -1.0"at•d A'OIII Pal

••t.1.ne tor reuona a1ao ot tnda, ccaaeroe, econo-1 fl opportunities, perhap a a1eo 

beoau• of crowded condition• in Palestine. 

Wlut, wu the relatlonahip ot the Jm who liwd outside ot Pale.tine to 

the Jewish state? '.ftle7' and no political allegiance to ti. Jew:f.ah state, and 

the Jniah ■tate exeroiNd no politioal ccmtrol OTer tbn. The J- outs~ 

~ Paleatine did not int.rt.re 1n the political attaira ~ the Jew.lab etat.. 

• haw the teat.illolv' ot the Jewish pb11o■opbar, Philo, who liwd in lcn,t in 

the f1rn century, who wr1 te• r 
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No one country can conta1. n the whole Jm.ah nation• by reuon or i ta 
populowmeaaJ on which -account thq frequent all tha aoat proaperoua 
and ter\ile cO\Dl'trl.ea ot lurope and Aaia• whether ialande <r contin
ent•• looking indeed upon the ho~ cit-7 •• their •~ll• in 11hich 
1• erected the sacred temple ot the wt high Ood,iccounting 
tho• regions which have been occupied by' their tathera and grand
.tathera and great grandtathera and etill aore lWIIOte ancestors, in 
which the7 have been born and brought up, u their countq:. 

The country in which the7 11 ved wu their C01D'l'trT • The existence ot a Jfffl

ish state did not d1•1n1ah bJ' an iota their l0781t7 to the oountrlea in which 

the7 lind am. 1n which the7 and their children were born. There was no dual 

allegiance. DWll allegiance was nenr a tact in Jm.ah experience. It ia the 

frightened and the inNcure Jw who is gener~ ashamed am unhappy' about hie 

Jewish ] 4neap and who tries to Curr'T trror with the non-Jm.ah world on the 

buia of 1e1t....tt•oement who innnted the charge of dual allegiance against 

• 
The Jen who lived outside ot Paleat:bJe neftrtheleu recognized Pale.tine 

u the non-politioal center of W'Orld Jtlffl, especi&lly' becauae it wu the cen

ter ot their religion. It ,ru the Holy' Land. In Jerusalem was the T•pla 

dedicated to the Ood ot Israel. Thq all 119N a1ndtul of the propbeq, •Out 

ot Zion shall go forth the Law, mi the word ot the Lord b'om Jeroul,n". Pal

estine was their ancestral home and the center of Jniah religioua wor•hip. 

They-, there.tore, Mintain•d the aoat ayapathltic relationship w1 th this laid. 

The7 made frequent pilgriaagea to Pale.tine. on the testivala thl pllgr:l.magee 

~ thouaande of JffB trm all par\e ot the ocapaa• pcnared into Jerual•• It 

wae a rmred oust.ca ot the J- ffW7Where to contribute annu1.]T a }?al.t'-abelal 

which at atated pe~od• wu collected am carried to Jeruaalaa as the wluntllr7 

contribution ot world Jewry to t.h■ uintAnanoe ~ their central rellgioua iuti• 

t.utione in Pale■tine. Thq balped the nation to defend itaelt wbm Rome attacked 

it• and the7 npporied \be rebeW.Ons ot Bar Ioobba apinst laat in tm eeooad 

oen\ury. Thq wanted the Jniah .ate to INJ'Tiw. Eftn after the destruction 
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ot the Temple• thq continued to recognize the authority ot the rel.1gioua end 

spiritual leaderabip ot Palestine, ot the Sanhedrin aid ot the great relig1oua 

acadend,as, am to eend their eelt-mposed tax tor the support of the ottice or the Bui 

and ot achol.an in Palestine. Enn after Jewi.ah e;wwuties in other parta ot 

the world e.-tabliahed their own .. aadm:1 e• and produced their own gNat religioua 

leader•, tha7 neftrtbel•• accepted the nper1or authority- ot the religioua 

leaders and center in Palestine. The mtborit,' ot the patriarcha which exiated 

tp the Sth oent1117 and ot the acadeiea and their 

in such matter• as the tixing o£ the calendar tor world Jewr, m d the ordination . . 
ot Rabbis wu with but occasional exceptiona accepted bJ" an. The Jff8 tully' 

understood the importance ot lllllint&.ning a center. a lmifying and orgmising 

center ot Jewish Ute, especially after tJie destruction both ot the state and 

the Taaple. Thq telt the need tor soae Yisible authorit7 to hold them together 

against the forces which were threaten~ng to disintegrate tha. 

It is interesting to note that there was a TerT Tit.al and active religious 

lite among J- outside ot Palestille while the state was still in ex:latence -

not everywhere, ot oour•, nor 1n equal ••nre among all •ctiona ot the J.,,,. 

ish population. 'J.'her9 wre Jen in that dq who were inditterent, who nre u

...S•1lat1oniats, who practiced a mam.ngleaa sort ot Judai• or none at all, am 

80JJ9 ot tbal became apostat.e• and laft their faith. have eT.idence ot that 

period which juetif1ee the ocnnent made by Proteeeor Wolteon recentl,71 

.. alth 1n the .Alexandr1an Jnieh COIIIIIUD1t7 ot the tirat centW7 ot 
the Connon Era wu dariftd troll the non-Jniah enn.roment through 
contact■ with heathens. Such contacts with heathen• thu becaae 
tinanoial UNY, ard tuw,,:W: •••ta natural.~ became mark■ ot a 
deluaift eocial distinction, and the deluaion ot 1ooial di~tion, 
in turn, led to anobbisbm■e, obNquiounen, Nlt-e.ftaceent, ap
ing, e:Smulation, pntenae, and ultimateq to a begging tor pend► • 
aion to join whatner one had to join 1n order to beccaa a 1-Athen. 
Thi•, • imagine, wu tha progreaeiw p11gr1u ot certain Alexan
drian J- trca a •at 111 the tront row ot the eynagopa to a place 
at tha tail end ot the IITsterT proceesione ot the heathene. 




