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HOW TO FACE TH 

By 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silv 

Sunday, December 19 
1948 



In the problem, How to Face Death, two problems are really involved - how 

f ce our own death , and how to face the death of others , those who are near to 

us and dear to us . And the wise minds everywhere in all lands , among all pe 

ple ha"e hadmuch to say on these subjects , for all men every1vhere have had to 

face the ineluctable f ct of death. On these subjects the fjnal word has not 

yet been spoken for the final insight h snot yet been ained y the human race . 

There is so much that 1;e do not yet lmow - there is so much that we may never 

know about the origin and the nature of life , about birth and death and regen­

eration , about growth and decay, and about the nature and the po ers of the hu­

man mind and spirit and about the interactions of mind and boy that whatever 

final summation we come to can only by the postulates of faith and not the con­

clusions of positive knowledge or reason or lo ic . 

That , you will recall , was one of the ues ions posed by the Almighty unto 

Job who complained about the problems of li ·e and death. "Have the ates of 

death been revealed unto Thee or hast Thou seen the g es of the shadow of 

death?" Bu we live not be knowledge alone but also by faith , and time nd 

again faith has amazingly anticipated what science ultim tely c e to discover . 

Our own eat religion , Judaism, so ripe w·th the ·scbm of human exper ·ence 

and vith he 'sdom of the a es , has much to say on his subject . e are a -

monished by our reli ion to think of de th , but not to be obse~sed by it , an 

not to think of death as a cata trophe . There is relatively very little out 

de th s such in our Bible . Unlike the E t~an ook of the ~ d, for example , 

the sacred book of the E tians ihich consists almost entirely of ma ical for­

mulae and myth concern d with the netherworld and ho the soul of man can live 

on in a preserved and mummified corpse after death, the Bible is concerned al­

most exclusively with life and 'th this worl . 
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As the Psalmists said, "The Heavens belong to the Lord, and the earth He 

gave unto the children of man. " "The dead do not praise the Lord and not those 

who descent into eternal silence . But we shall praise the Lord. " The laws of 

Moses , the ethical teachings of the Prophets , wiscbm of the sacred rights all 

of these are directed towards living, struggling man in this world and to the 

society of man. 

Some religions are obsessed vrith the idea of death. It looms large in 

their theologies , touching the birth, death and resurrection of their deities . 

It is central in their teachings concerning the destiny of man. Its emphasis 

is upon the hereafter and preparedness for it, and upon the f ate which awaits 

the disembodied spirit . There is no such obsessions with death in Judaism. Not 

that in the 3500 years or more of the development of our religion and in the 

numerous world- wide impacts which were made upon it , such ideas did not find 

their way aong our people - they did, but they never became the essential pat­

tern of Jewish religions thought . And that is very significant. The exalta­

tion of life was the primary concern of a people whose God was God of Life and 

whose revered law was a law of life. Death, accorcfing to our faith , is not to 

be viewed as a catastrophe . On the other hand, it was never hailed, as in some 

religions , as a welcome release from the shackles of immortality or as a welcome 

escape from life which was a veil of tears . No , that is not tl'nle L"l our reli­

gion. Life is looked uoon as a blessing from God. Life is sweet and to de-

part f'rom life is sad, especially since no man knoweth what lies beyond the bor­

ders of time and place . 

Leaving kith and kin and setting out into the great unknovm is sad, but it 

is not the climactic evil that some have come to conceive of it in their reli­

gious philosophies . For example , the death of Abraham, who had completed the 

cycle of his life , is described without great grief in a very simple impressive 

words . 11 And Abraham expired and died in a good old age , an old man and full of 

years and was gathered to his people ." That •s all . 
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There are greater tragedies than natural death for such deat is not un­

expected, and being common to all men , is not unjust and in a sense nature pre­

pares us for it and we ourselves can lessen its sorrow for those who survive . 

We are , however , admonished to think of death not so as to sour our lives , but 

so as to make us appreciate more fully the purposes , the privileges , the rare 

advanta es of life - to treasure nd use fully every passin hour , for life is 

short . 

I read you from the beautiful ords of the great sa e , Ben Sirach in the 

Apocrypha : 11 aemember that death will not be long in coming. Defraud not thy­

self of the good day and let not the part of a good intuition pass thee by. All 

flesh waxeth old as a· garment for the covenant from the beginning is - Thou 

shalt die the death. " 

ow some accept the brevity of life as an excuse for unbridled seJf - indul­

gence . "Let us eat and drink for tomorrow e i . • This is to accept life 

not only as brief but also as meaningless . This is to empty life out of all 

content for eating and drinkinr are a means to life . They are not the life of 

man who was made in the ima e of God. Brevity of life speaks to the thou htful 

man arid tells him to crowd every day Yd th meaning, to fill every hour tl th pur-

pose , and j_f possible , with achievement , to make every ho an infinity. Tj_me 

is relative . e can live more intensively and so live loner, just as ~e can 

travel faster in the same time . Some men gain immortali in one hour . The 

fact of death should , according to our faith , teach us humility to lo er our 

pride for all of us , whatever our statio 1 in life , are 

to the same place . 

• We all o 

Recall those beautiful words of Job , those sa denin words and in a sense 

also those strengthenina- words : "There in the grave the wicked cease from 

troublin and th re the weary are at rest . There the prisoners are at ease , 
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the small and the great are there alike and the servant is free from his master ." 

Death, therefore , sho ld give us a clear perspective upon our ambitions , on all 

the foolish pursuits on which 1.e spend our life blood - money grubbing , social 

climbing and trying to impress our neighbors . How does all this look a ainst 

the background of all- obliteratin death , against the grave 1·.-hich levels all 

distinctions? 

Death should be faced ·with courage as life itself. "'fi thout courage we can­

not lie and v·tho~t courage we cannot die decently. He 1ho faces life ·n all 

of its uncertainties courageously will kno how to face death. 

A few days a o there died in our city a man who kne,·, himself to be doomed 

because he had cancer . Carlton K. Hatson , Associate Editor o_ the Press , was 

told by his physician that he had a fatal dise se , a disease concernin rhich 

men and women speak timidly. A few months ago he wrote an editorial upon learn-

in from his physician his true condition: 

I've decided to write a piece which will be quite shocking 
to so e people . B t i. t shouldn ' t be ••• • I 1m ,Tri tin • t be­
cause I think it ' time that some history ,e made by being 
as i'rank as I 1m goin to be here today. 

1\nything anybody c n do to free the human r ce from terri­
fyin and cripplin bonda e to anciP-nt fears ... hou d be done . 
To that end I aim to ake my contributions . 

I v,as told the other day that the back injury i.·rhich has been 
bothering me for months involves a malignan y . In plain 
langua e , my iends , that of course means cancer ••••• 

at I v1a."1t to o is to strike a blow against t.his eyster­
ious , paralyzing hush- hush that surrounds every c se of 
cancer . I don •t want anybo y having to ask about me , 
"Does he know what he ' "" ot? Has he been told? 11 Yes , I 1ve 
been told and I knor. 

And he proceeds to tell of his knowledge and what it means to him. He 

knew how to face death bravely • . ithout four months he was dead , but he died 

a man. 11 So live that hen hy summons come to join the innun1erable caravan 

which more to that mysterious re lm, where each shall take his chamber in the 



-5-

silent halls of death , Thou ,o not , like the quarry- slave at night , Scour7ed to 

_is dungeon, but , sustained and soothe by an unfal terin trust , proach thy ,. 

grave like one who wraps the drapery of his couch abou hi."'Tl , and lies dmm to 

pleasant dreams . " 

This is the meaning of 11Yea , though I walk in the valley of the shado 'l of 

deat , I .-:ill fear no evil for Thou art ·ith me . " Some people fear death be-

cause they believe that they have not finished their life 1 s work . ell , in a 

sense all of our life 1 s vork is unfinished at zy- time . But , as the Rabbis 

sai: nThine is not the duty to complete the ork , but neither art thou free 

to desis from it. Thy duty is to do thy best and leave the rest to God who 

planned the ;hole and rill see that the whole is completed . 1 The famou Rabbi 

Eliazar was sick unto deat and his r:end, Rabbi Jochanan calJe upon him an 

he found Rabbi Eliazar weep · ng . y art hou eep ·ng?" "Beca s I am a bout 

to die but my ·rork is un one . There ·s so u I must still do i 

the vmrld. 1 And the • se Rabbi Jochanan reminded him of our foref thers in the 

tllderness . They gath red anna , if yo t will recall , for ood and ome ga hcred 

more and some ath red less , but when them nna was measured, each had the s .e . 

And it is so with life , s id Rabbi Jochanan. It makes no dif erence ho.,., much 

you ather in , if only hat you achieve , ,ha you gather, is done ·n the name 

of God . It is he intent , the motive which gu ·ded your actio v ich are im­

portant, not so much your achievements. 

Three times a year our forefathers roilld come to the Temple to br'ng 

their offerings . But in the sight of God all eifts ere acceptable , each man 

ccordi g to his ability. 

Concerning the here ter , where there is no positive knowledge , it is wise 

to put one ' s trust in God rho is God of Death as well as of Life , and o horn 

we are a part , spar ks of 1 • s eternal fire . 
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Some 20 years ago I was asked to contribute a thoucht on immortality to­

nards a collection on innnortality . I should like to share it with you no·r, and 

if I were asked today for the same th· ng, I w ld undenrri te i today : 

This of all things I can conceive of least - my o~m death. 
I have seen dea h in others many times . Even in them death 
seemed to me an i trusion or an interlude rather than a 
finality. Perhaps it i~ because I have never been able to 
think of anything as ending - or for that matter as beein­
ning. I know bein . I have never experienced non- bein . 
I do not ref 1se to think of death . I do not k ow how to 
think of it . 

I have no particular longing for im.11ortality; but I am in 
the stream of life and I cannot escape it. My life began 
:i th t he life of the universe and can only end with it . It 
has surged throu h infinite cycles and phases of being. It 
will ontinue its appointed course uninterrupte . All thins 
are alive and in their transformat • ons only pass into ne r 
forms and ays of life . Deat. is the eack of a life

4 
ave , 

and so is birth. eath and birth ar~ one . 

Of all life-forces thought is e arvelous and baffl"n . 
Of it, I am continuously and shar l,,r a re . In my it 'is my 
essential se1 , mv ity nd my un· ness . At he clo a of 
its prenent cycle i ma com ·ne or ·t may catter an rcor-
anize • to a new inte a ion . It cannot disappe • 

I ... ,ould not lose my zest for livin or m,. pur ose in life , if 
ther -vrere no immortality but I rrould be de rived of the only 
intelligent conce tioh of life of ·rhich I am c ~pable . 

If we v ere strong enoueh to f ce death ·without sorry ,e could 
come to face immortality ·r.i thout joy. or the life we enter 
t hrough death, if it be co scious l"fe , must of necessity have 
its pain as well as its eace , its defeats as we]l as its vic­
tories . Death is not the lasts ation of the soul ' s Calvary. 
''The ri hteo s have no repose either in this world or in the 
mrlds to co ••• •" 

comfort and my susteance is not· ortality, but God. His 
universe is erfect and my destiny is par of His perfection -
even my te r all my broken ho es . 

I always be in mind hen I think of this subject the perfectly amazing say­

eat rabbis of our peo le : "ore beautiful, more meaningful ing of one of the 

is one ho of good deeds in this uorld than all the 1 • fe of tr e her after." 

And this is a very orthodoz ra bi .._ ho utt red t ese words . 
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And when we think of immortality it is also wise to remember what our 

Rabbis said, and I quote them so often because they vrere so 11dse in the wisdom 

of life that one should not erect the tombstones over the graves because 

deeds are their memories . The immortality of a human being lies basically in 
in 

the influence which survives his life on earth, /the meaning of his life which 

he bequeathed after his life to those who survive him. 

I said that the problem of how to face death is two- fold: Hm· to face 

death in ourselves , and how to face the death of others . This is frequently 

far more difficult than to face our own death - that of children, husband, a 

wife , parent , brother , si ter . And on tha:, subject, too , our faith has much 

to say to guide us . First of all , we are advised not to mourn too long - not 

to mourn too long. He who does not mourn at all , said I.~aimonides, is called a 

cruel man because it is unnatural not to mourn, but he who mourns too lon is 

casting a reflection upon the justice of the lmighty. For it is God who or­

dains death even as life . Three days of weeping, seven days for mournin , 30 

days for mourning dress ., and no more , and then the anniversary of our dear de­

parted. 

Wien King David ' s beloved child was dying ., he morned and prayed for him , 

and vrhen the child died, he arose , removed his garments , dressed hir..self, went 

into the Temple , partook of his food , and to his amazed vourtiers said : This 

is the way it must be . When the child was yet alive, I prayed. Perhcp s God 

did remain alive , but the child is now dead. 

Resignation - one must bless God .for the evil in life even as for the good. 

One must learn to say : 

If there is any better philosophy in life, I should like to know it. If strength 

can come fror:1 any other source to sustajn one , mankind has not yet found the 

source or that strength. 
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The remembrance of our dead should be used for inspiration, for a strength­

ming of our lives . le must learn to rise upon the rungs of pain. The first 

man , Adam, when he saw the first sundown, darkness , and he believed, not know-

in any better , that the eternal night was setting upon the world - eternal 

darkness and eternal death - andhe was afraid and God told Adam to take two 

rocks , one called Death and the other called the Shadow of eath , and to strike 

them and from smiting these rocks of dea hand the shade of death , sparks of 

fire of l!i ht must be gotten . A ne~ light was revealed unto Adam and he offered 

his first prayer: Blessed be God who creates li ht . n There is a beautiful les­

son in that for all men to learn how to bring forth light of faith and trust 

and confidence and hoe , and how to wait for the comi ng of another dawn . 

And so , my good friends , we have discussed durin these last few weeks the 

most interesting problems - How to Face Life , How to Face Life I s Handic s, How 

to Face Life's Successes , How to F cc Death. di you distill all the s-

dom of the a es on these subjects and if you distill all the vrisdom of our great 

fa· th 1 hich gives the most illumination on these subjects , you will come to 

this conclusion : an should face life as a joyous , confident, c workers of 

God seeking to imitate his perfection, relying upon the spirit of God in him to 

overcome all difficulties , workin confidently but humbly vii.th other men to es­

tablish God ' s ' sdom on earth and facing life's termination without fear for 

ttThe Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want . " That is a wholesome philosophy. 

That is a livable philosophy. That , my ood friends , is the philosophy of 

your faith - of Judaism. 
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HOW TO FACE DEATH i 9 
_)(,~ December -zj, 1948 • 

In the problem, How to Face Death, two problems are really involved -

how to face o,tr own death, a d how to f c the death of others, those who 

are n ar to us and dear to us. Wise minds veryuhere in all lands, among 

all peoples hav had much to say on these subjects, for all men everywh re 

have had to face the i eluctable fact of death. On these subjects the final' 

world has ot yet been spoken for the final insight has not yet ve. gain d by 

the h ~n rsce. There is so much that re do not yet know -- there is so m~ch 

that we may · ver kno~ a out the origin and the nat re of life, about b'rth 

and death and regeneration, about growth and decay, d about the . atur d 

the powers of the hum n kind d spirit, about the i1teractions of mind and 

body that atever fi al summation 1 e come to c n o ly e the postulvte of 

faith and ot the concl~sion of positive nowledge or .eason or logic. 

That, you ·ill recall, ~as one of the uestions posed by the Almighty 

unto Job -•ho complained abo t the problems of life and death. "Have the gates 

of death bee revealed unto t1 e or hast thou seen the gates of the shadow of 

death?" But e live not by knowledgo alone but also by faith. Tim and 

ng in faith has am zingly nticipated ~2t science ultimate y cam to dis­

cover. Our own great religion, Judaism, so ripe with the r isdom of hum 

experience and th the sdom of the ag s, h s uch to say on this subJect. 

We are admonish d by our religion to think of death, but not t o be obsessed 

by it, z d not o think of death as a C!ltastrophe. There is relativ ly very 

little abo t death as such in or Bible. Unlike the Egyptian book of the 

Bead, for example, the sacred ook of the Egyptians which consists almost 

entirely of magical formulae nd myth concerned with he. tberworld and how 

the soul of man can live on 1 

th~ P.ible i concerned W almo 

preserved and mummified corpase after death, 

exclusi ely w th life and with thi wor.ld. 
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As the Psalmists said, 11 The deavens belong to the Lord, and the earth Fe 

gave unto tho children o:f m.:m." ' The dead do not praise the Lord and not those 

,·:ho descent into eternal silonce • But ro shall pr-\,;se the Lord. n The J.n~vs of 
;.. 

Moses, the ethical teachin r:s of the Prophets, 1·.-:iscb m of the sacred rig ts - all 

of these are directed towards living., strue..:.lini man in this ,·rorld and to th~ 

society of man. 

Soma relieions are obsesso r.!.th the id a of- death. It looms large in 

their theologies I touching tho birth, doath and rem1rrcction of their tloi tics. 

It is central in their toachines concerning tho tlestiey of man. Its emphasis 

is 1.mon the hereafter and preparedness for it., and upon the fa ..,· , which awa • t.s . 

tho disembocied spll'it. T' oro is no such obsoo:i:;ions with death in ludais . • Hot 

that in the 3.~00 years or more of the develo :1cnt of our relieion and in th 

numerous vrorld-17ido impacts ·m.ich were made u_ on it, such ideao did not find 

their 1,ay ~ng our people - they did, but they never beca"!le the essential pat­

tern of Je.dsh religions thought. .nd t mt is ery significant- The exalta-

• tion of life was the pr1mary concern of a people rrhose God ,ras Ood of Lit:e and 

w·{hose revered lro·r tra.s a la:;·1 of li.feo Dea.th, according to our .faith, is not to 

be vi01·1ed as a catastrophe . On the ot .r.er h · d, it was nevC?r hailed, as in sor:o 

religions, as a welco, o rel asc from the sh~ckles of nimtortality or as a 7elco~ 

cscap .from life which vras ·a veil of tear • 1; , that is not t1.?t? in our- reli­

eion. Life is looked upon as n blcsrine fro~ God. Life is m-,~~t and to de-

art from life is sad, es ocially • '"'incc no man knov,!Cth vrhat lies boyo_ d tho bor­

ders of time and place. 

Leaving kith and kin and c-ctting o t into th ereat unknorn is oad., b, t it 

is not the clima.ctic evil t.hat s01:;o h ve co;:: ... to conceive of it in their reli­

giouo philosophies. For eArunp_e, t e denth o:r Abra.ham., who had complctGd t .. o 

cycle 0£ r1.:.s life, is described rd t::out gre ~~ grio.f in a very simpla impressive 

wor s. "And Abrahrun expired -· died in a cood old age, an old man ancl full of 

years .. d w'!as cathered to his cc; :.c , n That's all. 

, .. 
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T ere are ereater trar,edios t.1lli"l natural doath for such dcatb is not un­

e:x.. cctcd., a.,.'1.d be.:.ng common to all non, i~ not u.i-ijust. n:'.td: i; a sense nattu"c pre­

pares us for it and ,-:e ourselves c n __ cnscn ito sorr0'\7 for tho:Jo who survlve. 

~:·e are ., hOi·rever, ad .... oninhod to t:ii:; o" death n t <"'Oas to sour our livco, but 

so as to Illa! c us n preciate no o .. the _ r;,::iccs, t_1e privilcccs, "'c."ic ro.ro 

a ·vantn~cs of life - to treasure nr.d so i'u-1 oYcr'Y pas nine hour, for life 2.s 

short. 

I read you from the beautiful r:orc.o of tho crcat sace, rcn Sirach ~"l t.!1c 

Apocryp i 11;?.Cm!:J.ber that de t. -;i_l :1ot bo lon6 in co:aing. Do.fraud not thy­

~cll' of t. e good day and let not t.10 part of a 6ood intuition pass thee y . All 

.flozh ,·,m~cth old as a 6armcnt fo_ t.1 covcn.fu·•-rt. fro:n tho beginni.J1g is - mhou 

s lt die the death." 

:cw Jo~e accept the br.cvi ty of life "'S n e.,-·cuso for unbridled se]f -indul-

0enco. "Let us eat and drink for tonorrOi-r ·,·;o die." This is to accept life 

not onl • a::; brief but also as 

c ntcnt for c~t1 ng and drin d.n ; C 

clc~s. Ti· · ic to empty life o' t of all 

t:eana to life . They arc not tho life of 

ti..:in ·; .. o 2.s nn e in the in cc of ·o • Erev:· t o·" li:'c speaks to t:10 thouGhti'ul 

a."1d tells him to crm-,d c cry dcy Y,_ t cGn •. G, to fill every .om -;it 

oso, n if onsible, ·~·.i. t. achicYc:::c t, to ~J...1.-~c o ·cry hour an infinity. ?ir.o 

is rclat ·vc. -a can live r:orc intc ,..ivc~ a."1d so live lonGer, u,..t nn r c.:m 

trav 1 fa (:!tcr in tho o :::10 ti!. e. So .. o r:.cn G in i. rtalicr in o c hour. T o 

fact of <loath s!-loulcl, accordin~ t our fait~, touch us hur.tllit:, to lower our 
7 

-:cl for rul of us, r~~tcvcr our station in li_c, are • ·o all r;o 

to the sa:10 plnce. 

~oc 11 t 1 sc cauti.ful ·:~rds of o t.10.. s dc.€ninz 10rds d in a cc .. c-c 

also t , o:o tren~ cnine T10rds: 11Thcr in th crave th wic .. ed cc se from 

tro linr; and th,...re the ,rce:ry oat res• There the prisonors arc ate~~, 

- .... 
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snal l and tho cront are thC're alil,- a.-d t . .c servant is froo fro::, : · s 
I "t. , t. C , .. .: --. 

1.' oli 
... 

...... ·-
~n no· 

c d 0:1 c.:.l cl:!nbinz and tryin~ to :l::! rc"n ·1r eie' Core. !Io.-r does all t· is loo,· .:;ain"t 

life? blood - :none r eru. :.i a, soc:.nl •• o bacl·gro d or all-oblitcratir:u Ceath, •cainst t!:.- grave 17 • ch --0 ·ols 
di!:Jtinctions? 

Death sl-io ld l,i,< £ . cd i·,·i t _ cour co "s 
not -·. -o an rl th ut co •-a.co ,:0 cer--. ·t di decently. l e t. o :r .. cos li:r c in 

·£e itscl.f. ~itho~t co 
or its uncortaintios courao.,o .::: •• • ;i_l ';;r, :, ho-., to £ace death, A fer, d s aco t ere die· i., o· 

bccaus ho h d cane r . c, lto. • •. ·ato:, .. , """ociate Edito o • th 

ci t • .t a ·!.'.lll ,._o kne.; hi .. scir to o doo~ to d by 

s p nician that .ch d a£ t•l dioc oc, a diraase conccrninz ··: ch 

ess, ~as ne . nd . en 

ing .from us p sician hie true co .di tio:i: 

]¥, , 1'rr.·, :nonth::; auo J3 17rote an C t r -al Upon 

And 
.. 

O'i •• 

I ' c to m·i to to so~a o. _ tit c use I .: t 
03 ft-,~ ~ I'm 

Anyt1ti.n':" 
fy-ln «:?.nd cri :>.Li., ,... o thnt en I 

do to £re 

0:, C 

e to 

I :~ s told t'1c o~>~r • ·- -'~h,..,t the 
~ nt' .--01•:cs 

• 11 oo quite shoc,dn 
nri tin it be­

de by cin 

'"'n r ace iron tarri­
sh ·Id be 'o c . 

2c.: injury ,hie . °'!j ,.,c "li, "nc--: • n njn 
cc.nccr ••••• 

~-r.. t I i•:~t to do io io a, 
C'1nc r . I don •t -:·; .t n ~t this tJyctc " ocn krorr •7' t i: ... 'a eon told .a I .G'lcr.r. 

ho roccc s to tell o~ l .• ,.. . -.., :n 

every ca~'\ 0£ to a~,!. bout r· , ::c ~ h be:en told?" - cs, I ' -a 

; ... edg~ 
'I • tit r.lC o to hi;:i. 

tor co death br~ "cl; ... -;ithout o· 
i onths he as dead, but C 

--n. "So li 0 that ;hon t; -
core to jo:._ t lO inn ..,orablo ca.r 

c. ... ores to th~t mystcri uo re ., ,'/ oz-e a~c D 

Ho 

t • cu 

11 ta.!·o hi~ C. :n er .• 1 t• 

·-
~ 
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s.:.len·t, halls of death., Thou "o not., 1i ·o the quarry-slave at night., ocourgc 1 to 

his dunr;eon, but, sustained ~-: soothed by w"'l unfnltcring trust., approo.c trr·i-

crave like one tTho nraps the dra e 

plonsant droans." 

of h.:.s couc about him., ~nd lios dcrr.n to 

This is the meaning of "Yo , t ou.:;h I :alk in the valley of the c ui en- of 

death., I rill fear no evil for Thou m--t rit1 r.:e .n Scee people rear death be­

ca se they believe that they have not .fin·~ _d their life's work. 1:·c11, in a 

sense all of our life's or~ is ~· • d t t· J.n.1::: .1.C ll. a:rry J.me . But., as the R~ bis 

::aid: "Thine is not t duty to ccr.iple t. o -ro .. , but neither nrt thou frco 

to desist fro~ it. Thy d ty io to do thy e3t and leave the rest to God l'Tho 

planned the '\7hole and T,i.11 sc3 t at, th- 111 le is completed • .,... The £~ous P..abbi 

E iazar was sick unto de th , nJ hio lr • en ., na bi Jochanan calJe d u,on .?.in nnd 

ho f"ound Rabbi Eliazar ec in • .. crt, tho -.. aping?" "Bccam:;o I a:a o. bo t 

to dio but rrry uork is undon. 

t c T:or ld." And the Trisc Rn:>bi \, och rc.:u.n 

that I must still <lo in 

hiti of our forcfat crs in t. o 

·4i.ldcrness. T ey eathcrad ~ . 1 i£ you ,Till . cill, for food ru1d sorao eat. crcd 

more nnd some gathorcd le s, 't 1 o .. t c . !'l.t., wn.n t1e.nsurod, each hnd t c s.11 • 

.And it is so "Nith life., sa.:.d ,lo.obi . It - r. :e~ no di..fforencc en 

you get. r in• if' only "..rhn.t you _ icvo, 1-.h--t you gather , is don~ int ,, .. r-. 

o~ God. It is the intent, tho otivo~ ,hich cuid.cd your ctiono ": c. a.ro ""'­

por \'..ant, not so much your c:u.cv .. ent /, 

Three times a year our or f "G. crs ~·. cc:ne to tho To .. plo to bring 

t cir offerin3s. But in t'10 si ,h· o Goa 1 __,i.ft.s ,mre ccoptable1 each 

ccording to his bility. 

Conccrnin0 the hercaftc ., ·=1:1cr t. er .:.o no positive knm7led..,o, it is 30 

. 
to put one •s trust in Go -.;ho in God of .... o- th as ,mll as of Life, o.nd of r 0:.:1 

·no ro: o a pr-rt., sparks of his ctcr .... r-1 :f_rc. . 
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Some 20 rears aeo I ,ras n.c:md to contribute a thoucht on :inmortality to-

11nrds a collection on ir.:lor·t;:--1it • I s. mlld ~ .. o to share it with you no'ii, c.nr 

if' I r:ore asl:cd today for the c.:._1.0 thing, I ifi' ld unde:r.1rite t tocmy: 

I 

This of all tJ "ncs I er- 1 concci vo of least - nv m-m death. 
I h ve so-n de th in o-t 1ers u.arn· t:.:~,l;s. Even in th dca·~ 
so :-:10d to ma an intru~ion o~ an : ntc- ludc rather t a 
fin.:ility. Perhaps ~tis _cc urn I have nevor been able to 
th.i.n"'{ of anyt,u.ng as en.line - or for t, at r.atter as bof;in­
ning. I kr.o.; boi~g. _ hnvo never 0xpori0nccd non-being. 
I do not refuse to t~n.n.:: of death. I do not 1'..r.o. hcr,T to 
think of it. 

I have no particul~ loneinc for 1.~ortcl.ity; but I run in 
tho stream of' life 2nd I co:rnot c~cn:::,c it. 1'iy life began 
with the life of th0 tm· " .r ... c antl cm1 o ly end with it. It 
hns s~r~cd throuch inl'init,c cycles an ha~es of being. It 
'.-rlll contin 1 it::, c ... ;JO~nto · cc·· ::;o • in·' cr~"Jtcd. All t:1.:.n:s 
ore alive and in t . r:-.:..::, tr~3-~o:-r--11t: o.l n o~ly pass into narr 
fom and m.y of • i'c. D,.., t 1 io t, .:.'3 .,c~cl: of a life. :ro:vo 1 
:,nd so is birt . ath ~n arc one. 

Of 11 lif e-fr,rcc3 ·'--.r10:..r,· t is t. c .oGt mn ... elous and baffiine. 
Of it, I l?.!11 cont.:.rr ··ol - :­
eo2cnti 1 self, -:-::.,r ur,4 t, ;;.nd. r:ry ., 
its prcrmnt c· c c it r..r .. co:1 i.i. 
e;ani~e into a n r in"i.ioc::-a.i.io .• 

In rry it in ~ 
At t~o c _o~·· or 

"..Y scn.ttcr nd rcor­
o disnppc ,..• 

I ,~·ould not lor-o rzy zo .. , for 1i ·nc or _ ur oso in 1 ... fc, i£ 
t ere ,ore no ir:'::!o ... -'G.'."_i ·7 but I ,.-o· ld be dc_Jrivcd of t. o only 
intolliecnt ccnccpt: 0h of 1 ·i fe o~ • ,rhich I .'.:T.l c apablc. 

If ,:'O -;·:ere otro c cno..1:'1 .1. f C:J de t; ·;;:i. t ou·t sorry "i-:O co· 11d 
come to fa.ca ~o t'll.::;:,; i.itho· -'c. jo:·. '"or t."10 life Y;o cnwr 
·hrou,...h death, :..f :. t cc con::cioun li.:c, cust of nccocsit:, hnvo 
its pain as ·,-oll r:.a its peace, i vo ac·:'cuts an 1•;011 as its ic­
torie . Death i n~ t t.:'!c l~nt ~t ·i:,ion o" t.10 soul's c~ vm:y·. 
1Th richt o s ru:v-c no .·-.. on o_. '·!'!~ in t:1is ,1orld or in th 
uorlds to co. ••••" 

,,y co.;-.fort nd :.Y-J ~uDt.e nco is not 1.r1:.~ rtali ty, but God. is 
universe is pe1•foct ~ml rr. 0.coti 1 is part of His per cction -
even tears =-d "li rrry bro!:cn ho· co • 

.. s bear in oind • tc I t, lirl~ o~ t. -t.s ubj ct the perfectly ~ a_zin sa~--

in~ of ~nc o_ the great ra io o o· ~cop c: ::oro beautiful, i:.ore .cru • c.!'Ul 

11 tho life oft o hcro.:u'tcr." is or.e our of cood deedo in t'~ • ~ °\10 ld t.h~ 

M' thio i a vary ort odoz r~..; • ; 10 .tt,c thcoo rords. 

,....., 
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And when we think o: ir.:Jor • ty it is al~o •wise to re:ncnbcr r,hcl, om:-

bbis said., and I quote t ion so of r.cn bcco.uc3 they :-:ore so wise in the ti Gelen 

of life that one s ould not erect the to~_b::rto:ncs over the graveo bccau::c 

dee s &re their me orics. T'10 •• _.ort.alit.y o.,_ a hUtian being lies basic lly in 
in 

the influence ·rhic Sl.1.rv:i:vos hi~ 1:Ll"o n c.:ir·· 4 ,/t o reeaning of his life •j\ich 

ho bcquoathod after his life to tho~ r:ho Sl.L."'T"lve hin. 

I said that the pro len of • o;· to :'ace do!!. c:1 is t:7o-f old I Ho,, to f c 

death in ourselves, and ho, t- fac 
11., ( ""-ff~,., - -----, 

t:ic dcat::1 of ot,hers . T-. • v is freq ~~ntly _J 
,,..,-------

fa:r nora difficult than to fac.., our o-:,n d a-c, 1,- Gi t of c:uldrcn., hus a.-id, a 

·~ ~ . . . v;1.1 e, poron "., brother., si s-oo::i. Jl..1. d r) ct, too, our fait=i ha::, r:uc 

to sey to guide us. First of ru.._., re are ~ifised not to mourn too lon,., .--.~ov 

to-cc· ·n-too long. He who docn not. ourn c. all, ~mid ~aimonidcs, is c o a 

cruel tmn bee use it is unnat:i:-al not vO .o:L.Yt?l1 ut he who mourns too lo. rr is 

cnst.ing a reflection uµon t 10 ·i1stic of t,' • 6i ty. For it is C-o \•;ho or­

• 8evc;n days for nourr~c, 30 dains death e en as lif c. ?' --o'"l cu ys 

d~ s for mourniug dress, u.."'l"'l- ·e, _en the anni versar.r of our .o ~ de-

~,.,.., ... ,J 
• en _ ing Dc.vid' s bclo "G'" c. ild -r:a3 d.,. .i.ne, he orr~d and r ed for hi:11 

and ~hen the c rl.ld die , . e aro,..o, re:!ovc 1. his .. /'' ..... cntn, dressed hi .. c -.1.f, wnt 

into the Temple , partook of his f oo· , .d vo his B1nazcd vourticro stid t T is 

is the ay it nust b.... r,'hen tho child "·as y t alive, I pra d. Perlup s God 

did remain alive , but the ch:.l<l • G no•7 c~d. 

RcDien.:ition - one r1 1 st bl .... ss Go _ ::J .. ~ t:ie evil in life even ss for t. coo • 
? 

Ono ust learn to say: 

If there is any b3ttor p ·10.-op y :m life, I r1-10- d liko to kr.ow it. If t cnct 1 

can co . .fro:i any other so rco to o":lstio.i."1 o .o, '"U'r,..:ir.d has not yet found t._o 

~ourco or th~t otrancth. 

,.... 



• 

, . 

The remembrance of our d0n should used for inspiration~ for a st cngt..~-

ming of our lives. 1.e uGt lcG.rn to r· sc upon the run[;s of pain. The .first 

n1an, Adru;i1 • hen he sail the fir::rt. SU1""ldoi.n, clar :. ss, believed, not :~ or;-

ing any better, th t the eternil. nig t • s tting upon the vrorld - eternal 

darlmess and dternal <lea : ,.- <': ... C:..~o as ai..c>z-aid d God told dam to take ~-;o 

rocl::s, one called Death md t ..e other called the Shadcr.v of neath, and to st ika 

the 3Ild f'rom smitine t cso roe rn of doat,. e xl tho shadow of do th, spar PD 0£ 

fir of lieht must gotten. A nzr. light, . s revealed unto Adam md e offered 

his firnt pr.e.yer: Blessed be Go o er aJveo 1:i.c:it.n There is a bcautL.1\11 lcs-
' /,: - ' 

~on in that for all t:.en to. lCP.rn ha;·t to r .:. .. :; forth licht of faith and trust 

and confi once and hope, !:I .. -::r.; • o ·:ai t for t .o co:ning of llJ."'lot er rn. 

. /.nd so., rcy :ood frier. c, .u h vo diacuGs~d durini these lnst frr:r .~c ... : t 

nost ir:•::.Crestine problcns - .. T<:r.; t '7acc T o 

f!I:d if :rou dist_ll all the ,rlc-

dora of t:i 3:es on these sub..,cc o and i.f you d still all tho ,.:s o:a of o'..lr er-oat 

faith -r,·hich e:i- thc~e cubjects, you -11 c -~ to 

this concl sio : ,._an sho ld .r~co li1e c.s a • oyous, confident., co--r;orkcr of 

G s~cldng to irnit to his pcr_cction r ly-l ~ on the spirit of God in h:in to 

ovcrcroc all difficulties, -r or:,·ins con;.i<L .t·'.:" but hur.'.bly .-r.i.th ot lCr en to aD-

t bli"'h God's tisdorr. on earth - ,.d .f~ci! G t.er:iination tl th out :feaz- for 

ttTh Lord is my o p crd. I c.. al no·· n •' That is a holcso .o hilosophy. 

T t is a liv blc philoso 7• Th:::.t, rr,.y G od .fr .. cn s., is t 

• 
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