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The the I e of Chanukah and the ., any brave personalities connected • vh this 

festi a have in nired many ~r ist to recre te ~n vor or paint , in stone 

in music he meanin o that~ eav strug le which ha decisive influ nee not 

alone upon the course of Jewish history, but u on the course of the hist ry o 

1 ankind . And so we ind the story o the \ ccabean st"" u le reflected in ~in 

in an sc1lpture , in pl ys and in musical compositiors , not to speak, of co sc , 

in history - historic 1 ,rri tin s . It wo ld ha e been very surp i ing .:..f this 

e .. ical onfli 

1·ter ture . 

bet·reen two ways of life had 1ot found its echo in art in 

In m~sic you have the eat Oratorio of Handel , Judah accabec , 1ritten 

nearly 200 years a o. Anton Rubinstein rrote an operetta on "The cc bees • 

ur ovm re t American o t , 1ongfellor, ote a vecy pressive ama calle 

"Jud h 1 ccabee" , and the litera e of e o '.!. of all peoples in all land 

hr ometh1n - either a no el , ~tory, a music 1 composi ion or a paint-

in connecte with thi tr m douse ic • 

. he basic literary s01rces of the story of Chanukah are , of cours , the 

ook'"' o ac a e in the pocr h , th r·r t book of the ac abees , the 

second ook o the accabee • The f • st ook wa~ ,n·it en prob bly within the 

fi~st centuries o the cc be tru le ··n Iebre•; and is an e:c uisite iece 

of el · ble • tin , and o e hus , in tel n • the s ory o th ~ ... acca ec , le n 

h avily u o thi source . Th second 

ere ter in Greek, recounts t:e sru e 

rably ·:i th le end whi h conta • s the 

ook of e . ac bees , ·r.ri ten shortly 

story, but hat i embc .lished cos -

t dom of Eliezer and of Hannah and 

he s ven sons . here are scattered referen es ·n the T lmud altho h there is 

no pecj al tract devoted to Chmukah • The seventh century of the common era 

ve us ve ·ntere t·n story o Antiochus hich contains a few ref rences 

not oth r wi e recored , butt ou hout. the a e eo le ote on this heme be-
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ca se they were ascinated y the stru,.,. le and by the tremendous e 1 o this 

e~ ~ raordi a fa."Ilily of at a,hi s an hi ive son w-ho rai ed the tan d of 

agai _ st 1•rha wa the1 one of the eatest:" emnires 0 th ·orld. _t 

is not suror- . n therefore hat this . e r nother book ap e .,...ed here in h 

ited Sta es called '. - Glorious rothers" rrj tten b - • t i 

timel oduction because thee has been in re sed interest n he story of he 

.ace hees in the last fe eneratior s as our oepple entered its eat histo ic 

ef.fort to rebuild the Jewish state and to rega • ... ree m c 

the Jewish peo le . 

i denen ence for 

The story of Chanweth , the s~ru J le fo reli io s free o and nat ional~ -

e endenc ,h s come to 

ah a c bee's tvo 

bo ·ze f o t eJe ish eo le he e er11 1 stru le o 

Rt ob·ectiv s . Ad th y r 1948, be~ng a. ea of vie-

ory for the eo le of Is ael, the culmin he hoe o Israel , • cer­

tory of he :accabees - amo g 

reedom an i de endence . Ad 

tainl an ap ropriate year· whi h to retel t 

t·e i st at fi .... hter o~ the se o el' 

so th· ear the story o Chanukah a e s very . ode mo e ~ lica le o the 

events takin lace 11 aroun u. , n the battles rhich hav b en vr d . n 

rael a ·nst inva n 1.ies arc a startli .... cont art of tho e titanic st u -) 

les 0 tho , accabees 2100 years o . 

.d th autho , ·r . ast , in writin his book ce tainly ha 11 t: is in mind. 

ut he also saw thee ern 1 iss1e, the en urin conflict ich bi1 s gen-

er tions o Je rn into one ... eat unique commun • ty i the world. And he uthor 

1 o learly elineates .rhat to him ap ear o bet.he esaential qualities in the 

spirit nd tradition and the character of the Je·"ish peo le which h ve remained 

r ct·cal unchan~ed hrou out these cent r· • uch has chan ed in 2100 years 

but much h s rema·ned unchan d, and th t hich is unchan ed s defied civili-

z tio an onquered them. The story of "1 Glor·o1s ro hers' is th rell-
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knov: story of Chanukah , and it is simply an forcibly retold by the author . 

It s embellished here and there, of cours~ , ~no der to hei ht n the art · t·c 

ef ct. The author uses an author •~ 1 · cense to depict the char vers and the 

of Ch uk h sharply. He introduces a bit of romance , he c eates many 

o he characters in order to poi nt p the conflicts betvreen lasses amon the 

Jews in those days . he character of l attathias and the five brothers are 

a ·m in sharp outlines , and so are the characters o· the 0 ene ls sent to 

de stray the Je v - Polonius , Lysias , an o hers . 

All ~he actors in this story are alive , and then rrative moves .ia.ti­

c lly - here and there o ,ost im ressive cl:ua e . The~e are unforg ta le 

sen c of battle , escri tions of carna e ffi d he tr e d sacrif·ces o the 

eople are exalted in the stor b one l min passio - a passion for fr e om. 

Th~s is the gre t clar4 o heme of this so as i is of the s or of 

Chru1ukah . 'A lon a t 'TO men 'f re on u en oil, the ~i ht 

oe,J on. r II o man ev· r i s u. ele.. ly in the truu le for the free om o an . 1 

he theme . 

ho an ccor in 

That is the theae of Chanuk h 

to the authentic record" o 

th t , a cor in to the 

rienc throu hut 

the a es - th i the theme of Jewish life· d ~ ou ht throu h the es . 

lor ious rothers i the sim le sto of a sim le folk ask·n f 

n thing but to he le alone, to observe the cu toms nd the tr ditions of heir 

cient peo le . It is a sto of this sim le olk livi in allilce , devote 

t husban , tillin their soil , not e ly concerned by hat oes on ·n the 

out ide world, content • h their mode of l ife . An thi simple folk is sud­

enly thrust into bitte rebellion and resist nee by the overlord of th em-

ire of rhi h Palestine is par . Antioch· , 1ho r solved encefort to exer­

cise reli io sand ol · tical om · nation over that people , w o demand of thi 
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simple folk living on that soil to surrender the· fai hand the customs and 

traditions of their people nd acce t the heathen d . Antiochus t.e Fourth, 

called Antiochus Epiphanes , Antiochus the mad man, forbade the Jews , under en­

alty of eath , to observe the Sabbath, to study the Torah, to ra~se their chil­

dren into the faith of their fathers . It was ntiochus Epiphanes rhos nt the 

wardens into the Temple in Jerusalem, and upon the altar of that Temple he erected 

an image of Olympian Zeus and had ne crificed in his honor . And there were 

Jews in those days ho were content to submit to this spiritual and political 

tyranny, ho anted to be more Greek than the Greeks - ne Jews , assimilated 

Je who preferred to copy the ways of the Greeks and to adopt their super i ­

cially attractive culture and civilization in hich the eart was morally cor­

rupt uith evil. And even the Hi h Priess in he emple belon ed to this arty 

of the Hellenists . 

ut the people as a hole hich al ays ins the 

the people as a whole , in its fi rce loyalties to Go and to To ah, ebelled 

a ainst t.hi tyranny, and hen people re els it knows hm·r to put for,,ard leaders 

in that rebellion j1st as the here ·n this count at he c i ·cal 

moment produced adequate le es to challen e tyranny. A the uthor e cribes 

this oup of leaders - a father and five sons , the representatives o~ the race 

o ... the st; ff- necked, hard , stern , unrelentin • n their exclusi e loyalty to too 

one od nd to the moral las of that one God 1 hem n ho roul not bend his 

kne n tau ht h · s sons no to bend their knee to anyone . And the five sons : 

Ele zar , as the uthor describes him, built like a eat bull ; Johathan , small , 
• 

wi Y, aceful and brill ant ; John , entle , lovin , man who hated war ; Simon 

rho tells the tor in this book , slow of mo ement , plodd:in , s o id , but Simon 

who won the ultimate victory; and Judah him elf, c 11 d J dah , th 

Ju h the h er , ha-dest o them all , the beloved of the peopl e . 

a c bee -

t w this 
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amazin family that began a revolt against the Greek- Syrian empire which las ted 

for JO years and vrrhich finally culminated in the complete fictory and inde. en­

dence of the people of Israel. They carried on a war of three decades against 

this war machine of the great empire and poured them into the little country of 

Judea - all these fanatical zealots who were fighting for a principle and an 

unseen God. And here ird th the Jews with no army, confronting this vast empire 

as they did and they fought a new kind of war , a guerilla kind of war . They 

could not fight in the valleys against them so they fought among the hills and 

led the enemy into traps and made it impossible for them to travel the roads of 

the country and built up an army of these minu~e men who fought not with the 

weapons of the heathen, but with knives and ·arrows and bows and spears , but 

fi Jhting not for loot and conquest , but unto death , and they fought dth valor. 

And from the wilderness of Ephraim these re els ;ould make raids unon the forces 

of the Greeks and as their struggle in reas d, t y became more competent mili­

tarily to attack the enemy, and they scored one amazing victory after another 

until in the year 165 they were able to re- enter the city of Jerusalem and re­

turn to the Temple , cleanse it of its polution, throw ou · the p an idols , dedi­

cate the new alter to the service of God. And they kindled li hts in the Te . le 

and in honor of this great re- dedication of the altar , the festival of Chanukah 

which means dedication was instituted among our people and has continued to be 

observed with joy amon our people to this day. 

Bu that was not the final struggle or the final victory. Thereafter four 

successful invasions took place against Judah andhis people , andin inc of them 

the Jews were defeated for the General I.Qsias brought into Judea 200 heav · 1y­

armored elephants which had not been seen before in Judea , and these e lephant 

discomfited the army of Judah, and they were defeated, andbeing defeated, the 



- 6-

Assembly of the elders immediately decided to sue for e c and oeace ~as ma e 

·nth ~sia and his em_ire , aid th Jews were, of_course , co pelled to e 

n to a ree to othP.r term u..~acce table to a ree pe le . Judah ace bee 

resists that neace , but he was he pless and returned to his home . t not lon 

after th t cysias was killed nd a ne ~ kin came to rule , ho impo ed ne r t .1. s , 

far harsher , and one of t hese was that Jud.ah , the Jaccabee , should be han ed 

orer to the Greeks , an the Ase bly of the elders accepted t hese terms , but 

Judah, the ?iaccabee , and his followers fled a ain into the 'lderness and planned 

a ne , rebellion for freedom , summoning the Jew to rise again. A d many streamed 

to his banner and he re uil t a new army and ent into battle a • nt icanor , nd 

in this battle he sle , icanor an score a tremendou v • ctory, but a very costly 

vie o y . ut the army havin been efea , the on sent another army of mer-

cenaries and in this new battle Judah, the 

sto shits to 20 ye s 1 er. 

Simon is no the ruler of the lan . D i ~ thes 2 ar under the in-

s irat· on of Judah, the peo le carrie on their evolt an 12 majo b tle ook 

lace til the u ian o~ces vere driven out of the cou t and full indepen-

dence , . e tablished. 'I\venty years later Rome sent an emissar to s· on, the 

accabee , to learn wheth r s ·mon 7as to enter a treaty of p c ·rith orne . 

nd this gate write a letter in rhich he gives his · press ons of Simon and 

of he country, and mo e es ecially of the character·s ics of the people which 

he has carefully stud ~ d. And in this letter the L ate makes some amazin 1 

int restin comments for he has co. to hate the Jews a he arns the Roman 

empire to be on ar a ain t this small eople 

hich 1 • 11 ultimately sh ter the Roman empire . 

or wo from he book it lf . 

ho ha nit soul sanething 

Pem9 I shall red you a 1·ne 
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Difference is enshrined w· th them, and hat we consider hol , they 
consider profance , and ha e consider fine , they consider des­
picable . 11 thin -s de irable to us are considered hateful · o them , 
and all the tolerance we have toward the customs nd the od of 
othe s is turned b r them into a fierce intolerance . Even hey 
ecray our pleas res , so do they blasph me ainst our Gods a"1d 

--ieRinst the Gods o all people . 1'fithout a morality, they are also 
•ri tnout a God , for. they ,vorship nonexistence , and their yna ogues 
and their holy Tenple in Jerusalem have no ima es or presence wi th.:....11 
them. Their God - if it is a God that they worshi - is nowhere , 
and even its name , which is written , is forbidden o be spoken by any 
inhabitant of the land . This name is 'Yahvah11 , but never is it even 
·whi per d; instead they ad ess this mysterious personage as 11 Adonai" 
which means "my lord' , or as " elech Haolom" , vmich means "king of 
all lands" or in any one of a dozen similar fashi ins . 

At the root of this is a thing they call the 11b 1rit11 vrhich may be 
freely transiated as a covenant or a , eement between themselves and 
their Yahvah. In a fashion , it is more this covenant they orship 
than the God himself, and to implement it they have a code of 77 
rules rhich they call 1the Law , though it is not jud • cial law as 
e lmo it , but rather the basis of this 11 b 1rit'1 of theirs . ! any of 

these are horrible and disgusting in the extreme , as for instance the 
law which forces he circumcision of all a e children; others are 
senseless , such as the Ja, which forces them to rest on the seventh 
day, to let the landl e f allOV, on the vent year , and to free all 
slaves after seven years of servitude. Ot e laws make a feti h of 
vashin , so that they are cleansin thems lves eternally, and their 
la,·, forbids them to shave , so tha all the men of the lan ear long 
hair and close- crop ed beards . 

This Legate sit in one day as Simon holds court , and one c e disturbs 

him e tly : 

i n his day ' s judgment, one incident occurred that was o such inter­
est that I feel I shoul repeat it. tann r crone befo~e the cca ee , 
and he had v'th him a fri htened Bedouin boy, a wai of one of them y 
barbarian tribes that roam th de ert to the South. Five t · es this 
boy had run way, and each time he tanner ad re ained possession of 
hi la ful pro erty , seve al times at considerable expense . Quite 
naturally , he was a grieved · yet the law for bade him ·rhat ,fould have 
been a normal act in the public weal in Rome - that is , to flay the 
boy and hang his skin in a public place as a lesson and a 1 arning to 
other prope ty. 

Tnstead, the tanner came before the Ethnarch asking ermission to 
br and the boy o that even ·,hen his term of servitude as over , he 
would arry the si of a sla e with hi thro·1 h life . To me , this 
appeared oth a bmild nd j • t request , and I e ecte Simon to r nt 
it out of hand. But the ccabee ap ear dunable to make o sim le a 
ecisio , and he demeaned himself by entering jnto conversation with 

the slave , askin him why he had run a ay . 
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nTo be free , " the boy answered . 

The Maccabee was silent for quite a while then , as if those obvious ·nords 
contained some deep and mysterj ous significance. :lb.en he f • nally spoke 
rendering his decisiC'n , :us deep voice was filled v.ri th the most awful 
melancholy I had ever heard . These vords he spoke , which I noted dovm: 

1He will go free in two years , even as the law says . Don t brand him . 11 

·mereupon the tanner demanded indignantly, in that inso ent tone any 
Jew feels free to use to any other , regardless of birth or station, 
trAnd t he money I paid the caravan? 11 

"Charge it to your ovm freedom, tanner , t the .'laccabee said coldly. 

The tanner began to protest , addressing the Haccabee by his ovm name , 
S~non ben Mattathias ; but Simon suddenly leaped to his feet , one great 
hand out , breald.ng in on the other , shouting at him : 

1 I ' ve judged you , tanner 1 How lon ago was it that you slept in a 
lousy goatskin tent? How short is your memory? Is freecbm a thing you 
can put on or take off , as you would a coat?' 

That v;as the only time I saw the Ethnar h an ry - the only tj P1e I savr 
the eep and corro ing bitterness within h • . emerge , yet it gave me 
the best clue to what the real Si non n r atta hias is . 

e dined togetrer that eveni g , ancl at the table I co'J.ldn.' t help smil-
ing at the urious and primitive cene ad witnessed earlier . 

"Did you find it amusin ?" the . accabee asked me. There was something 
burning ·rithin him and I chatted easily for a while, to take the ed e 
mvay , a king him various questions about slavery and concernin the:i. 
curious religion . rfuen his mood had become a little more amiable , when 
only ,;;e two sat together , the sons havin one to their teds and hi 
vrif e to take the air on the balcony for a while , com Jlainin that her 
head ached , I said to him : 

"What did you mean , Simon the llaccabee , :hen vou nsked that tan er 
whether freedom is a thin you can put on or take off' , as you would a 
coat.n 

The old man was handlin a bunch of the wonderful , sweet Judean grapes · 
now he put them down and stared at me for a moment or tvm as if I had· 
a1 akened h ' m from sleep . 

1 y do you ask? n he finally sai 

11 function is to ask , to k ow, to understand, Simon ben attathias . 
Othervlise , I fail Rome and I fail myself . 

And what is freedom to you , Roman? " the Maccabee wondered. 
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"How is i hat you ca.nno ask a Je r 
in you in turn?" 

question "'Ii.tho t him question-

'Perh 
srnili 

s beca sea Je1 ' s doubts match your om, Roman, • he ansrrered , 
rather ad y . 

'Je rs have no doubts . You told me yourself tha· they •ere the chosen 
eo le . 1 

11 ho en? Yes - but for -:hat? In our holy scrolls , which I am ce t 
you des ise , Roman, it says, "And I ¥ • 11 ive thee for a light un o 
the Gentiles - " 

I couldn t hel sayin , 1 ·r11at amazing, in ere i le c oti I ' I • 

'PerhaJ • ou asked me about free m, Rom n , d ··th c- , r,hat is 
somehow dif erent than wi h o ·hers , for once re -;·rere sla,·~s i t . n 

11 You said th t efore," I rem·'nded him , 11 1 · ke 
or an inc ntation? 

11. Is 'ta sp 11 -

1 re don t t deal in pells o inc 
ously. 11 ·rriat. s id I meant . 
time a o, a lon , lon~ ti,e ago 
the past lives_; ·re nrt ec., roy it . 

o ning , noon and night er the la . 
·ven bricks to mak "Titho t straw, an 
nd man 1as separated fr I his wife , so 

aid an contem t .. 
in t once , a lon 
e 1nokri ', but nth c--

'l re sl ve c and ·we 1 bored 
ver s er - and ·e vere 

oun vrere torn fro us 

out to th Lord 10 in o onv. Thls • 
hole people 1ept ad cried 

as b ned in o s th t c -
'th lie i se • All tl ·n s dom is a ood th·r~ and deeply connec e 

have their price , but only in the blood 
measured . 

of brave men can reedo b 

'T tis very mov·n,," I answered , rather dryly, I am afra· , "yet it 
doe n 1 t rely o 1hat I a ked you . Is free m your go? ' 

Simon hook his he d resignedly , and no indeed he ~as he Je , com-
pletely the JeYr nd one ri th my r and espic le camel ·de ; for th· 
rude hi hland chie tain 1 as pi tyin rr.e even ,,., • le his • ents ex nded 
itself. 

I All 
ible 

1 And othe 

s are our go·, , he mused , "for God is all and o e d indivi -
I do not see hmr I an xpl in i b ter , Rom . , 

ods? 1 I smiled . 

"Are there other go , Rom n ?11 

11 at is your o inio , Jew?' asked him , for · n the insult d allow­
in it to p ~netrate , for I ...-r s 3ick to de th of his humi i i,.y- ri den in­
solence . 

'I kno only the God of 
said imperturbably. 

rael - the Go of my f 1,her~, ," th lac b· e 



., 

- 1 

u ,fuom you have spoken to? 11 

t I hever spoke to Him , " the old man answered patiently. 

nor seen?" 

1 Or had vri tness of?" 

"Only in the hills and fields of my native land. ' 

"Where he walks?tt 

11Where , among other places , He abides, r the old man smiled. 

'Yet you know there are no other gods? 11 

'That I knovr, r the Maccabee said. 

nr wo•1ld think, " I said , 0 that a decent respect for the gods of others , 
would prevent such a bland and broad elimination - or at least for the 
feelings of others . ' 

"The truth is the truth, " he .replied, gen • nely puzzled. 

"And do you know- the truth so well, Je ,? Can you ansvrer all things , 
all questions , all doubts , all hesitations, all bewilderrrent? Dj.d God 
give you the truth when he chose you , a handful of mount j n asants , 
out of the whole great and boundless and civilized world?" 

I expected him to be angry, but there was no sien of anger in his pale 
and puzzled eyes . For a lon while , he looked at me , searched my f ce , 
as if he were seekinO' to find somethin there that ould quiet his m•m 
bewilderment. Then he rose and sa.id: 

"You will excuse me , for I am weary, " and he left me alone . 

This Roman representative looks upon the Je\•;s as the enemies of mankind and 

so informs the Senate for these reasons . First, they are people ,;mo speak about 

and insist on the rights of the individual. They refuse to accept the principle 

which was accepted throughout the ancient world, that slavery is the real basis 

of fre dom. The Jews vere prohibited from striking a slave . The whole economy 

of the ancient world was built upon perpetual serfdom, ad here was a people that 

challenged that whole conception of free men living off the b cks of the slaves . 

He found in this people a fierce and unbending priaie, an independence which he 
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oaJ Jed insolence, a people umrilling to bend its Jmee to 8JJ10l18, where the 1-at/ 

can atop Simon the Ethnarch and talk to him, people with an ... zing conception 

ot democracy which is menace to the apire. Am he found a people that re-
, 

fusee to ~cognize that war is a part or the social pattern or civil1ution, a 

people that tightft - that knan hew - a people 'that has carried an 30 yaars ~ 

the bloodiest struggle and emerged Tictarioue, and a people that aeelal peace and 

hat.ea war - a people which visions the day when -... shall beat our 8"0rds into 

pl.ougbaharee and lay down our arms". That, the R0111an, the rapresentatiw ot the 

great empire which had already' conquered half of the world, he could not under­

stand, and therefore teared, and so he wanied ~be Senate that Rome and kdea 

cannot • :d.st in the ume world. 

The• two philosophies ot life are mutuall7 antagoniatic, baTing wa d war 

one upnn the other throughout the a s, the atrug~ between the destiny ot the 

individual and dictatorship - aubjection oft individual and superiority-

based on mili tar,' Jlight. Put, in writing his book, •JI¥ Glorious Brother.-, 

has made us an.re or two things - first, or the tight.ing Jen of whom there ie 

a noble rec rd 1n histc>rT tran the dqB ot Joshua through DaTid through the 

Jlaccabeea to the men who later on chaJ lenged the whole Iii ht ot Rome to the 1lell 

ot 1948, to the men who taught on the tield ot battle eveeywbere - this vivid 

recounting or the old 8torJ' brings to the tore again the type ot Jn not on.en 

thought ot - the warrior Jflfle And NCondJT, it is brought hane to you the tb1 nga 

for which thia fightirc J• fighta, the thinga or the spirit am the thinga ot 

Ood, the rights of man, human trM<iC1R, right■ 0£ conecienoe. And tor the• 

things Jftll have always tought and haq been re~ to die - theae thinga tor 

which Jns are lighting todq and will continue to tight until the end ot t.ime. 

Tha reurkable world-building, oivilisation-talhioning people -

tm Jewish people - the heirs ot Abraham md lloaea and tm JlaccabN1. 




