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THE FIRST A I SARY OFT ST ABLISll. NT 

OF THE STA TE OF ISRAEL 

By 
Dr. . Abba Hillel Silver 

ay 1, 1949 

• 



A year ago, according to the Hebrew calendar ., it was my reat privilege 

to announce to the United Nations rreeting at Lake Success the establishr.lent of the 

State of Israel. On that dey I declared, addressing the re,resentatives of 11 

the members of the United Nations: 

At ten o t clock this rnQrning trie Je1·r.ish State was proclaime in 
Palestjne . • The hour was advanced out of resoect for the sane-... 
tity of the Jevr.ish Sabbath. The statement - and I read only 
one sentence of that statement - is as follov1s : 

11We ., the members of the t!ational Council representing the Jew
ish people in Palestire ;md the Zionist movenent of the world , 
meeting ~ogether in solemn assembly by virtue of the natural 
and historic rights of the Jewish people and of the resolution 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations ., hereby proclaim 
the establishment of the Jevr.ish State in Palestine ., to be called 
1 Israel 1 • " 

And in reading this proclamation to the United Nations, I stated., 

Thus ., what was envisaged in the resolution of the General Assembly, 
which was overwhelmingly adopted by the U i te 1 ations last Noven
ber ., has been, as far as the Jewish State is concerned, implemented. 
Thus ., too , there has been consummate the age- old dream of Israel 
to be reestablished as a free 8nd inde~ende peo le in its 
ancient homeland. 

The Je, ·sh State is grnteful to the Unite ations for having 
placed the stanp of its approval, and the stam of the approval 
of the vmrld community, upon t.he historic claims of Israel ., and 
for the efforts which it made in face of op osition to achieve 
that ·which the Jewish people ha e accomplished. The Je ·Tish State, 
in setting out upon its career , is cortscious of the many Grave 
problems foreseen or unanticipated, which confront it . It praye:
fully appeals , therefore , to all freedo loving peoples , and es
pecially, to those who gave their fullest endorsement to the es
tablishment of the Jewish State a fevv months ago , to give a full 
measure of their support and of their strengthening to this new
est republic established by this , the most ancient of ~oples . 
'I'he Jewish State will strive to be worthy of the confidence which 
has been placed in it by the nations of the world, and will en
deavor to realize ., as far as it is humanly possible , those 
prophetic ideas of justice , brotherhood., peace and democracy 
which were first proclaimed by the people of Israel in that very 
land. 

The new JeYtlsh State is being threatened - threatened by neigh
boring states , threatened with invasion. Invasion will mean war . 
The Jewish State will be compelle to defend itself . And the 
world community may be faced ·Ti th a widening and dan erous area 
of conflict ., which eve yone deplores . 
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It is not yet too Ja te to avert. such an eventuality. The Jewish 
State of Palestine seeks pea~e vrith ell peoples , and will dedi
cate itself , under Providence , to the ays of peace and to the 
friendliest cooperation 'fith all peace- loving peoplev . 

This was a year ago . This comine Wednesday the Jevrs of the •:ror] d f-Very

where will celebrate the first anniversary of the establishment of the State of 

Israel. And they will be joined in this celebratioi1 ., I am sure , by many non-Jev:s , 

men of goodwill everyvrhere throughout the long year of stru le , striving, ·who gave 

or their sympathetic understancing and their support to the cause of the reestablish

ment of the State of Israel. Great events in Je-vrish history of this type ha e al

ways been celebrated - celebrated from year to year : the Exodus , the victory of 

the accabees , the salvation of the Jews in Persia i the days of 1ordecai and 

Esther . And I an inclined to believe that t his date , too , the reestablishment or 

the Third CoT'llilonwealth, 1.·11 emain a dcV rhich ·11 be commemorated, celebrated by 

the household of Israel from year to year. 

The proclamation of a year ago was an hi toric act of incompara le grand

eur I the majestic climax of a profound rnillenial drama; the ho of centuries rhich 

was voiced in pra er and custom among our ~ eople throug:1cut the ges was fi11ally 

realized. The faith ,·mi.ch sustained our people • n the dark and weary centuries was 

finally prol.l ly vi ic ted. The people -rm.ch had been coPsigned to death imc .nd 

a.gain, and in our mm day vd tnessed nore th.en one- third of its sens n daughters 

exterminated - thi~ _ eople f::.nally rose from its· emori~l crucifixion and returned 

to ;nde en'ent , sovereign nationcl life . Quite naturally, thera rs 
0

4oat rejoic

ing in the hous hold o .. r..,rael . And ·rhen a few ~hcrt moments af er the procl -

tion of t,1e St te at the United rations, ·rord vra flache th this new state had 

received the de factc recognition of the government of tle U ited st~tes , which 

recognition proved to be the forerunner of recognition of more than 50 other states 

since - Is , vh h t new"' flashed throughout this country, the hearts of American 
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Jews filled Ynth pri de and gratitude because of this historic ~nd decisive act on 

the part of the oldest ~ml most powerful republic on earth - this act on the part 

of our bel oved country. The oldest republic vre.s rea.chl ng out a helping hand to the 

youngest republic . 

I was there at that electric moment 1rrl!en the news was flashed to r.iembers 

of the United Nations. I sa-:,r the amazenent vrhich filled the ;(all - I savr the con

sternation in the eyes of ome - I saw the ecstasy in the eyes of me y - I felt tte 

full impact of that dramatic denouement - and I shall never forget , as lcng as I 

live , thcit Jessianic moment . 

ell , now a year has passed since thet time , since th t memorabJe day. 

World Jem--y is novr celebrating the first anniversary. And what a year this has 

been. How much of history has telescoped in these t11elve months . During this p st 

year the people of Tsr::).cl never w&nted in th t sustained hopefulness , that exalta

tion which was induced by the great political c.chlPve .. ent . That c:.ct vras like an 
~~ 

inspirin3 musical accomp niment to 311 that happened4A~st year . But nevertheless 
r ~ 

it v,as a year of great tea tine and searching , a year of herd struggle .., lA :: • 6 ~ '1_; , 

a year of t rial and danger for -the Israeli. T e old n.uage proved tr·1e ~g in that 

freedom is never given to & ;>eople-fer that matter, ito an individual . Freedom is 

always won . It has to be purchased an:i the ?rice is very ieh. The rabbis sa .. that 

three Y)recious thj ngs were given t.o the people of I ura.el by God ., and none of these 

three Yras given -rr.i.thout the price of sacrifice - the 1rorcili ., iinmortal.:.ty , a-1 d t e 

Ir.1nd of Israel . 

Durine the p~st yeat' the men of I srae 1 had to pay a high price in terms of 

war casual ties. Much blood was spilled. Immediately after the procl amation , the 

country was invaded - inv 1ed by the ar~ies of five eighboring Arab states , -vrho 

sought to alter by violencE; the decision of the United Nations ~ And the United na

tions v,as pm erl ess to check these inv sions . The successive t r uces which vrere im

posed upon ·Lhe collntry proved ineffective . Tel Aviv and n ny cities in Palestine 
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mre bombed. The Je-rrish Yrall in t~ ol ... city, int DJ11"Jr~l Jer,1salem , 'fas attac1::e by 

the armies of Trans- Jordan ana ras destroyed. Tne who:e city of Jerusalem was b -

sieged . For & tine • t looked as t ough t .1.t popuJ_ t.io1 of 100 1 000 Je. s 70 J.ld be 

st rved into surrender , but it did not surrender . 

year the Je ·ri..,l ... .L.arcen began to b at bac .. ( thesa invaders , and beban to vCOl""e one 

military triumnh a.fter another . They wer':3 poorly equipped, these Je1 ish .for ceH . 

When I~'-lrom Israel e. year ago , after ha • ng ha opportW1ity to 0 

serve ,1hat the equipment w2s of the Je~rish forces , I vr s Jreatly isturoect , and 

shared my fears rith people here in this cotmtry who vrere i positio to help . T~e 

. 1.~andat "egime n de it inpossible for the Jews o.f Palestine to arm properl. y a d to 

prepare for he inevitable struc;gle . revertheless , these poorly equipped .i.orces , 

~ 
. ese young :men an :roung women of Israel, fought .._. i h amazine v lo n skill and 

resourcef1.1lness uhich, before lo_ g, decisively di ... cor.tfitec and cfe ted the er: my. 

Later :1.n the fall c rune the victories in t uainst the forces of the E, tians . 

It as in J nuary of this ear , 149 , that the .first 're k in the ·;~ too: plc. 13 , and 

armistice talks 7i th E t vreru inausur-rted. nd t.0J ,. an arrilistice has been estab-

lished tl th ~11 ut or:c o.f the neignboring Arab annies, 1n ... even on the Syrian uor er 

th re is a cease- fire order in effact . Final peace negotiations are ven at tlis' mo

ment being disc ss d between tlle Israeli representatives and those of the neighboring 

Arab peoples i La1sanne , ~nitzerl 1d. There is peace in alestine today. 

And so, the first anniversary marks the end of the •rar in a real sense - the 

nd of fighting and the b~;;;~ of peace . But the Israeli did not spE:nd the year 

merel~ .. in defensive figh jnt. for freedoin and survival. During this ~ period of 

12 months , they set up the whole machinery i/J. government , a complete app ratus for 

self- government . In January or this year the fi~st general eJcctions wcra held in 

Israel and a half million voters ren to the polls to select the first gover ent i:a. f 

Israel. The rr.1:rmer of votine, the precision, end th orderliness hich c-1ttencled the 
~~~~-

turit," - o. the part of the people~ The 
~ 

vot · ng bespoke a matur.:.ty -,._political 
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constituent assembly of 120 1fas elected J~ovm as the Kneseth - the Assembl:r - a nrune 

borroi,ed from the Y..neseth of the Second CommornvealthA1ore thM 21000 years neo , In 

all that has happened, therefore , there is a sense of continuity vrhich links the ages 

together . The code of arms , the seal, which the new government a.doptecl ! .. a.s enclosed 

vi thin olive branches the IJenorah, seven- branched candlestick, which Titus took from 

the 'l'emple in Jerusalem and a replica of which rras :put on the Ark of Titus , 

Rome , J;1;., was a symbol o~ r~ ~a "'1aola haS~iace its ·enorah , A A 

now in 

It vras 

first in the Tabernacle of the Wilderness , 3.Ild then in the Temple , and then an the 

arch of Rome , and now again , on the seal of the new State . 

In February of this year the first sessions of the Kneseth , the constituent 

asse!t:bly, were held. The President was elected, 9~ ~ Ch~im .-eizmann; the cabinet vras 

a pointed, and all the departments of government~ unction~ smoothly. And the 
~t. 

draft constituti0n of the new State 7as published~ the rest of the world , a raodel 

of democratic , progressive governr ent; a constitution in 1·mich the dignity and the in

alienable rights of man are proclai~ed; a consti tu ion i n which there is no discrim

ination be tween Jew and non- Je17, no discrmination rhatsoever on the bas:Ls of race, 

creed , color , or sex; a constitution in which t~ atsolute equality of 11 men is es

tablished in this secular , non-t.eocratic State of Israel . The Bill of Rights of our 

ovm ~ f which we areyo. ~ustly proud ~ ose heroic decl~rations concerning 
~~~ 

½asic human freedcms in our Declaration of Indeper.dence - a e in essen~ ily re-
A ~ 

fleeted in the new constitution of the newborn State of Israel . And the conceptions 

of social and economic justice which are reflecte therein are those which are grounded 

in the ancient teachings of the prophets of Israel, teachings concerning justice and 

equality and brotherhood. e we e not disappointed when this constitutinn vra.s rnade 

lmown to the world. Ve had a right to expect that ty:r:e of constitution f o~ the hands 

of Jews . 
~ 

And thb State was determined to seek p~ace , not to be cA.ught in the depper-

ate stru, le between the Ea t and the Uest, bet een the perils of Scylla and the perils 
~,~..-eu,.~,~ 

of Chorybde s . rt faigr. s P'-t want t.e take sides , does not wish to be drawn into the game 
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of power politics . 

And so , the first anniversary rr..a.rks the conpletion of the apparat11s of 

self-governme11t on the part of this new republj c . And v,hen one real izea how very 

often states o through long periods of unrest and revolution and disturbance before 

any stable goverr.t.Tnent is established, and how quickly this ne\·, state of Israel was . 

set up and~functioning in the peaceful ~ men and women who go 2bout their busi-

ness in a no:rm~l way, where authority is estR½lished, maintained - one ca1mot but re

flect that here , too , is something almost approaching a nri:racle1~ 

~econd only to the hl.storic politic 1 cehievement of setting up the State and 

making it function uring the past year , is the truly am zing social aclrievemer.t ·which 

has been recorded by the ne r State in terms of rescuing tens of thousands of fellar 

Je ·rs , mo have given theJT1 a new life and a new ho e in tha Je rish National I~ome . Since 

last Ma)r, that is , uithin the 

camp- ~earied, storm- tossed me 

lo st 12 months , 200 , OOO Je s - ref 1gees , ,·r Y'- rava ed, 

and women wh/:;iar:--::aveled the roken roads o c:ci)e 

anc. l1omelessness , have found a sanctu2ry at last - ci ho:ne , at last , in srael . They 

are pouring into the country at this very moment at the r a te of l , COO a day . I k-nmT 

of no comparable saga in the whole history of the mig!'ation of peoples like this which 
~ 

is novtaking place - has take place ·thin the l ast ear in Israel . Israel is empty-

ine the D. P. camps of Europe and is solirin the problem of the Jewish refugees which 

all the great powers of the earth, with all their vast empty territories , •rere unable 

or unwilling to solve . 

In 1943 at the sessions of the .American Jewi3h Conference , which was held in 

the aldorf- Astoria in the City of Terr York, to which representatives of all the Jews 

of t!10 un.:.. d States came to consider what had to be done to help solve the Je :im 

prob em, I urged at that Conference the adoption of a resolution in behalf of the Jevr

ish State - Jewish Commonwealth. I was opposed by those ·rho insisted th t no word 

should be said of a Je1ri.sh State in the resolution, but that e sho d concentrate 

upon opposition to the Vlhi te Paper and talk only of the right of Je ·rs to mi rate to 

alestine . I said at the time , and I <J.Uote : 
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We cannot truly rescue the Jews of Europe unless we have ree 
iLmri.gration into Palestine . re c.s.1 :iot h-3.ve free irunigration 
into Palestine unless our political rights are recognized 
there . Our political rights cannot be recognized therelL~less 
our historic connection with the country is acknowledged a 
our rights to rebuild our national home is reaffirmed. They 
a.re inseparable links i n the chain. The rhole chain reaks 
if one of these links is missing . 

History h8s proven us right and has proven those right who believed as I 

did at the time, and that number represented the overwhelming number of those vno 

attendeJ that Conference . T.1e fandat8 had to be teminated and. the Jewish people 

had to establish its ovm govern.~ent in Palestine which , of course , carried vr.i.th it 

control over inrrnigration before the Jews of Europe could be rescued . There was no 

other ,·ray out I Even President Truman 1 s insistent request for adrnis&ion of 100 ,ooo 

Jews to Palesti_ne failed as lorn~ as a foreign eovernment remained in control over 

Palestine . There vras no vray of solving the problem of Je,,.rish D. P. 's ·r.ithout the es

tablishment oft~. On ,his I was frightfully opposed by those who ~eemed to 

now better - at leaot , they claimed they knffiT bette. The American Jc ish Committee 

Mr . oskauer ve e violently opposed to this position uhich I took. He said at 

the Conference that he ha just spoken to Vashington that very afternoon and was as

sured from sources that he could not disclose that at this particular moment it ro ld 

be a tragedy to put forth this maximal demand. It was unwise and de.ngerous to ask 

for statehood now 1 And over this issue the American Jewish committee vri thdre-rr from 

the Conference , and a great controversy ensued or. the American Jevtlsh scene . Ana th~ 

Junerican Jewish omraittee for years opposed us in Washington ere re t~ied toner-... 

suade the .Alllerican goverrunent to ake the initiative in the establishment of the State 

of Israal. 

ell , history demonstrated how rrone they ,vere . They ~ it n , and be it 

said to their credit that they h ve become warm friends of the State of Israel. Un

like the irresponsible and self- hating die- hards of the American council for Judaism 

who c>.re still sowing iscord in the Jewish c p and are still stimulating anti- Semitism 
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in the United Statee by casting reflections upon the loyalty of :American Jewish citi

zens . They are no{ concerned about the futura relationship Qf the Jews of America 

~~th the State of Israel. At first they were terribly concerned about he establish-

ment of t~e State , a they used every method, every conceivable method , every scurvy 

and shameless device of sabotage and slander to defeat the establishment of the State 

of InraeJ_ . Non tlµt it is established and they can 1t do anything about it , they ha"re , 

turned their attack in mother direct:..on . 

is interfering in the ar~airs of erican Jevrs . d ..American Jews are linked up in 

some way Ti th the St te of Israel, thf!reby beco ing guilty of a sort of a dual allegi

ance . Ther e are no haters in the world like self- haters , and there are no anti- Semites 

in the uorld like Je fish anti- Semites . 

At the Convention of the Union of American Hebre7 Con egations several 

months ago in Boston, I had the privilege of speaki g on this v ry subject , and~ 

spoke , of course , not as an individual - I wasn't a.s ced to speck . erely as m indi

vidual - but speaking as the spokesman of American Zionists - the hea of the Jmrim 

Agency, the head of the Emergency Council of the United States . And I stated then to 

that gathering of repreGentaGives of reform Je,s from all over the United States : 

If History is any guide , the Jc s of today who will con inue to 
live in other lends will , by and large , maintain the ~ame atti
tude towards the st~te of Inrael as their forefathers did , xi:-e i rs 
xx ce;11turies ago , for even when the Second Commonweal th was in ex
istence , there re Jews who lived outside of Israel . That is no 
ne phenome on in Jer.ri.sh history. Theirs rill be a most sympathet
ic relationship towards that land. They will materially help it 
to absorb as '!la J~ws as will wish to o ther e or may h'"'ve to go 
there . They rrill help to build up its cultural, scientific , and 
spiritual institutions , as vrell s its e..,onomic life o th t it 
mcy become a land of which Je rs everywhere can be proud. For the 
eyes of the world '\'fill be on the 1 nd of Israel to see wh .t Jews , 
as a people , can acconplish 011 their ovm. 

Isr el will come to be e in the no . oli t.ic 1 center of ,1orld Je ·rry. 
Pilerims will o the "'e as of old - and not merely the pious . The e 
wi:l be a free flow of manifold coIJinunicat~ons, of mutual stimulati , 
of • ve and take . Isr el will again come to exercise a unifying and 
sustaining influence in Jewish life ev0 ·rhe ... e . 



Ve shall remain one people , one historic comraunity, as of old . 
But the Je ·1s of Israel will be Israeli citizens and the Jews 
of the United States will bv ci tizensmf the United States , 
and similarly with Jes in other lands . 

They will mve undivided allegiance to their respective coun
trie5 and they will discharge loyally their full duties as 
citizens , as Jews have always done . But they will re ta· n a 
vpeciru. attachment to the land of Israel vhich will in no war 
interfere vr:.. tl1 their duties and obligatio. s as citizens of 
their respective coun ries . 

It was Voltaire who said that evPry cultured man shonld h ve 
two fatherlands - his ovm Rnd France . In an even r.iore pro
found sense , bit equally non- uolitical , it m ~ be applie<l to 
the Jew al'ld Isr:iel . Israel ·rill be, the Sabbath ; n the life oi' 
our people -rhen, according to a beautif 1 tradition, n ad:li
tion 1 soul is vouchsafed unto man . 

This is so ele~ent. that it i3 disheartening th~ t, it has to be spol~en 

of , argued a0out, repeated over and over gain. The I r~sh in the Unite' :t .tes fou 1t 

for 'T ears to establis'1 a Free Ireland. A ree Ire e.n as establlshe<l . o one ues-

tioned the loyalty of the Irish in the Unite .:,tat s to tlic America1 government. 

th J lrish did not ;jnd it necessary o keep Iri or gari izatiorJ in the field to teach 

the Irish how to b lo 1 to the Unit States . It is a sic!Qy inferiority complex, a 

sen<:'e of insecuritr rind a self-hate uhich is be.hind s·ch organiza ions as th ,eric 

Co -cil for J daism, Thi ch has re3.lly nothj ng to do wi ,h Judai m. And a L 1 e 110 •• en 

i is !'I good exc 1 e for not giving o the United Jewi3h A1J. e 1 . 

To 
0

0 back to our mai n argumer.t, thi 

Israel of ens of h usa s o Je ·nsh refugees . 

., 

..I. t ye r • tnes ed the coming irito 

ic most cl ... e } immi-

grnti n , hcwever , ha irrlAos the most severe burdens u on the ou g st te . The co~t 

i?1volved j_s collo al - it runs into he hundreds f millio C' of ollars er yea:r . The 

young republic :..s exerting i t :::;elf to the utmos +, meet this , tl- :.s ti al w ve of • -

po erishe human being - men, ·mr.1 .n oc nd c 'ldren who are coming into t . e ·ounl:, y . It 

is taxi g itself to ,he utmo • The Is aoJi ~rr. ~~posing upon th~msel es a reg:i_ne of 

aus rity in or er o conser c their o 1r rc~~rves to make it possible to provide re

ceptio , housing, care for these hu.'1lan e • ngs th t re c ning into th c u try, thous-

nds of ·Lorn e still living in tents , thousands of whom are living un er the o ~n 
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sh.7 in Israel . There have Leen incipient .foorl clemonstrati0 s in t~e country. The 

Jews throughout the vro ld are assisting in a substantial way to take cc=r e of these 

ilr.rr.ie;ra.rits , who really are no resp nsibility of the StPte of Israel - vrho shoulcln•t 

be 1 Theytre our responsibility 1 Uuch 113.s l.Jeen done by the Je ·rn of Ar..erir.a to help 

~ 
in the problem, but more must be done . The Jews of C eveland vrill have the orpor-,.. 
tu...'1ity during the coming few weeks -to indicc1.te the degree of their soljcituce , ,l-ieir 

sense of respor.si'bility to t:iis great hur;ianitarian act ,~rhich is being carried on in 

Israel . 

There a re other problems w,1ich en this fir .::;t o.ru1i ver sary con.front the State 

of Israel. Penranent peace has not yet been est&blished; the boundaries have not yet 

been fixed; t.he status of Jerusalem has not yet been finally det€r 1rdned.. At the :no-

mn tho :;:sraeli hoJd in control tJ1e new part of the c1 ty of Jerusalem q, ti, ~ Jf 
a~c t,t, t,he oli city where c>Xe the principal holy places . A year ago laGt November the 

• 
United rati0ns votea to internationalise the city of Jerusalem. There are those -rrho 

are pressing for interna-tionalizatirn1 today. The Catholic Church has bccor.-1e ve y ac-

tive in asking for the intern2.t,i'.)nalizatic1J of the city of Jerusalem. ut there are 

serious diffi~ultie::s involved in the irnplementatlon of wh;:it seers to be a logical sol

ution . Internationalization of the city mea!1s the e stablisbment 1E;re of A. 1::rge po

lice force and an arnzy- , and there seems to be no one ready to provide that p0lice 

force or army, and to Je avo the city inadc1J.ately protected wou ld subject the Je"-:i.sh 

com.11uni t.... of hat city of whom there are over 1001 000 t.o the same danger o_ • ege ~1 d 

st·uvation to ihich they were subjected less th a year ago . 

Perhaps the solution lies in the direction of estA.bl.shinb international 

supervision over the sacro _laces . The President of the st te of Israel ., Dr . feiz

mann, a fp-w- ~ ays ago pledged that 11 the StRt of Israel is prepc red to insure full se

curity for religious institutions vith exercise of their functions , to grant the supe"

vision of the holy places to those 1:rho held them Racred, and to ancour ge and a ccept 

fulle t internationc.l safeguards and controls for their immu..t1ity and protectionn • 

• 
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The Je>vvs of Israel na.'1t the new i ty of Jerusale::r to re nc.-u.n p~rt of the ;::r~:-te 

of Israel . They are eager to provide and join vtl th other nati0 s absolute safeguards 

.for the irrnnunit,. and free access to all t!1e sacred places of Jer 1salem vhich are dem

to the hearts of the three religions of mankind . This problem remains a serious prob-

1cm. 

There :.s the oroblem of the Arab re..1. ugees wa0 left their homes ~uri g the - . 

v,~r . And that is a serious problem, too, of gr ve concern to the ne: st~te of Israel . 

Tl e gover • ent of Israel 'f-i, s ir.nicated time anc:1. ,qgain hat the Israeli are ready to 

cooperat j n any ,. ractical scheme which will pernanent]y solve thir:: pro 1 .n . The sug

gestion for the 1--esettlement of Arabs in other countries, or c:. trans.f0r of populati n -

.:i ~oluntary transfer - ,·rhich has been advocated by former ?:;:-c sident Hoover, sec, 1s to be 

receiving consid8rablc favorable thoufiht today. It -rlill cie2.rly e i.'llpossibl. for 

most of the Arab refugees to re urn to their orig.:.n_.l 10m s . my of their homes l ave 

been destroyed, and meny of the to1ms nd citie ow crowded with these hundreds 

of thousands of Jewish refugeas w o ha ccne in. Tl o St te of Israel is prepared to 

compen ate the ovmers of property and to join in a scheme for their resettlAm nt in 

other neichborin Arab coun ries where there is land in abundance . :rs . Elem or 

Roosevelt, a day or tVfo ago, writing in her column decl ed - ·tlsely, in my judgment : 

" There :ras time hen perhaps the best solution 1,7culd have been for these e le to 

re urn to Israel. However , novr that the great influx of Jewi~h ini ..:.c:ration from C,'yprus 

and central ope , the Arabs probably vrill be better of:f i... the func s alreac r at h d 

are used to -e~ettle them in some of the Arab countries here there re vacant 1~ ds 

th2t neecl people to work theJTl. 11 There 2 >c r.iany Je 7S in J..rab land,:, , p[lrti ul rly in 

North Africa , rrho might be relea ed to co to I0racl. 

There is the uroblem of the admission of the State of Ivrael to the United .. 

Nations which pas not yet been solved. The Security Council A.pproved of the pplica-

tion. It must now receive favorable vote of ,ro- hi s f the members of the Assembly 

of the United Nations. On Jay 8, 19h7, nearly two years ago , when I first presented 
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the case of Israel to the United Fations , I concluded my appeal to them in th-3 fol

lowing vrords: 

The Jewish people belones in this society of nations . Surel r, 

the Jewish people is no less deserving than other peoples wHose 
nationcl. freedom and independence has been established and vrhose 
representatives are now seated ere. The Je tlsh people 1,ere 
your Allies in the war, and joined their sacri.f·ces to yours to 
achieve a conmen victory. The representatives of the Jewish 
people of Palestine should sit in your midst - representatives 
of a people and a land rhich gave to mankind spiritual and ethi
cal v2lues, insp:Lrinf; human personalities, .nd sacred texts 
r.hich are your treasured res sessions. 'Te l1one that th?.t people , 
now rebuilding again its national lifein its ancient honeland, 
·will be welcomed before long by you to this noble fellovrship of 
the United Nations . 

It is my !'lope that, this will be con3ummated vrithin the next feu days, al

though in political li.:e there is never arry arantee. 

And so , good friends, we and Jews everywhere - non-Jews o:f cood will every-

where - toda.y and this week s alute the first njversary o~ the establishment of the 

Sta.:ie of Israel. And although that state is beset with m y grave and serious prob

lems, I am confident - I think re all might well be confident - hat they will solve 

these problems with the same skill and determin:it:.on an capacity for imp ovisation 

to meet ne situations, the same sacrificial loyalty which enabled them to come 

through this last year of bitter fighting which sustained them d ine the m .. y di3-

couragin years of the andatory regir.le, which sustained o people during the long 

bitter centuries of Exile an national ho1elessness. e pray for the new St te, for 

dsdmm, courage, strength to carry on. We, Je-rc, of the Uni.ted States, loyal citizens 

of America, continue our e';p in cerest nd our suppo t to t 1e neu St tc o_ Israel. 
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to announce to t i e Un· ted U: t ons n · e t .. i ng at La!:e ~ucccss t!1e est. "-:>lisl .1 nt 

of the S oo of Isr~el. On t hat cay I decla ... ed, . dL'ress.:.ng tho ronresentativcs 

of 11 tho me1. rs of the Uniter Ir._ t ons: 

0 A t ten o'clock t,his orning the J 0wish State was ,roclaimed in Palestine . 

The hour ~ms advanced o t of respect for the sanctity of the Jcuish J abbath. 

The t.2tement -- nna I rea, nly one sentence of thet statenent -- is as foll iS: 

11\,Je , the members of the l , .. tional Council representin : the Jewish peo o e 

in Palestine and the Zionist novemont oi' the ,;orld1 mo ting torether in solemn 

assembl:r oy virtue of the nntural and hintoric rights of the owish peoryle and 

of the resolution of the C,ener. 1 .' nsemb:cy of the Unite 1 :1ti ons, h0r cby proclaim 

the est blishment of the Jeulsh State in Pale tine, to be called I Israel' . " 

And in readinc this oroclamntion to the Uni tod ~. tions, I s~ted: 

n 'llms, what w ·:: s env is ed in the resolution of the nera • ib1 1 ssem __ ,, 1hich 

W"'s over ·,he ingly ar'o'1ted by t· e Unite Il tiono l r: t fo •e her, hns 

ar as tL J 0wiah ._Jt,1te is oonccrned, im lemented. 'ihus, too, there h s been 

consunnnated the a ge-ol drcWJ. of Isr~e1 to 

independent ople in its ancient homeland. 

ro- -stablished s a free nd 

'i1~ J0 dsh State is grateful to the Unitec &tntoo for having 1aced ill 

the stamf; of its a proval, M L the stamp of the ap oval of the JOrld community, 

upon the hlotor ic claims of I3rnel, an · for the efforts which it rw e in face 

of' oppouition to achieve th~1t which the Jewish ooople have accomplished. The 

J .iah [3ta to, in sottin, out u•)on ita career, is consci us of the many uve 

problems foreseen or 1manticipated1 which confront it, . It prayerfu1]3 a·1 ala 
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therefore, to al freedo. - lovi.6 eo lcu, nd especially w those o • ·e 

their iu 1 rt endor sement to the est lis t ol al.CW 

m nths t.go , to Jive a full . e· ~mre of . ir su po1 t ana oi' " cir f;; en,..~ ,,v ning 

to tl .:.s ne·mot re ublic e...,tabliohe • ' thiv 1 i.,l n ,, o.st ~ c ent o 

~ e et-1inh St tc ill striv to wortl:y o.: the conf'i nee en 

laced in it b tl c nations oi the ·.;orlc,., c.nd till n' a or to re lize , s 

~ar ns it, is hur.umly oosiblo, thoac nrop tic ide ... s of juntice, rot' rh o , 

ace and • mocracy uhich ·ere "'1 st procl ne, by the 

tl t ver-J l:md . 

o 9lc of Isr el in 

is ein° threatener 0 
thr • ten cl by n _i , hborin 

nt"teG , t e te c . :it. inv' s: on. I an ~r . ,. 
J. J , i sh 0tate 

t i 1 1 ·Jc c om")P.1 c to efend i -:self . • n • • h . o_ 1 co. nmi -:y ay f-ced 

, · t • ·1iccnin anr dnn·. rous area oi' c0nf i c t , ,Lich every n ·o lor o. 

I-c, i n li yet too 1 ,e to vert ··uch an evcntuali ty . . 1ish t,; .Le 

o' ~,~l1 ,stine see' s cace th .,opl ' , an • c, to • .:.s'3l I under 

Provi 'cnce , to ,1 rys of r.x3ace n to ., frien 1 • e~t coopc ~t • on , i th 

all rce- lov-i 0 1 s . 




