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Our Bible , dear friends , is a Book oE Li£e , not a Book of Saints . Insofar 

as the Bible is a book of history and narrat:bre - and of course , it is rr:uch else -

it is a record of living men and women, not of abstractions, artificially created 

types of total perfection or total depravity, abstractions created for text- book pur

poses . Such is not the Bible. The fascination of this immortal book is due to the 

fact that it is a faithful mirror of actual life , of human beings whom we c2n recog

nize - human beings who are a compound of good and evil , of strength and weakness -

human beings who are caught up in the tangled web of human passions and ambitions . 

Some of them are more successful tha1 others at mastering these passions and ambi

tions and these circumstances which surround them. Accor~_ng to the ~hilosophy of 

the Bible , which is the philosophy of Judaism, none is perfect but God. There is no 

man living who sinneth not . And no man , therefore, is worthy or deservine of worship 

or adoration , and in no man does God reveal Himself in Iris fullness and completion. 

The noblest heroes of Judaism are portrayed in the Bible not without their moral 

blemishes , their moral scars, whether it be he Patriarchs , Abraham, Isaac , Jacob or 

lioses or David. They all stand in need of repentance and of grace and of improvement. 

In this very fact th2.t none is per.feet , there is hope,::f course , and strength

ening for men of lesser stature and 1-reaker moral .fiber. I is as i.f the Bible said 

to all men that no one should be discouraged beca se he has failed , uecause the great

est a1 d the best of men have failed at times . _ at made them great is that they re

fused to subm.i t to moral failure . They fell , but they rose again . And they used 

their failures as rungs upon which to rise . C3od w-ants men to rise . This is the very 

essence of moral experience - that is the very key to the religious life of a mm . 

And that , of co rse , is the meaning of that profound doctrine of our faith , the doc

trine of repentance - of Tshuva • And Judaism always stressed the unl imited effi

cacy of repentance , of return to the better vraJ of life . There is no more perlasive, 

no more recurrent theme in the whole ethical literatnre of Judaism than that of Tshuva , 
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of repentance . Our literature says to man: Do not stop , do not block yourself , do 

not check ye r moral . rogress because of "'ome sin inadvertently or deliberately per

petrated. The gre:=ttest of sins can be forgiven if the spirit is truly repentant . 

Even in his last hour , man may repent . Even if a man has denied God 2.11 his life, 

if he has been a , one ·who denied the fundaoental teachj_ng of Juda· ~m 

all his life , and if he repents one hour before his death, he is assured of the world 

to come , say our Rabbis . 11 God does not rant the death of the sinner , but thA.t he 

should return and live . " 

And the Rabbis point to a sinner, the blackest of the:1 al 1 , King Manasseh , 

as an example of God I s never- failing forgiveness . 1 anasseh was the ma1 who re- intro

duced the worship of idols - of the Baalim - into Israel, he man vrho polnted the 

sanctuary, the man ,ho offered his 01Am children to the c,od, Loloch, and sacrificed 

them to this cruel and bestial deity, the man who sl~. the righteous and wrested judg

ment and shed innocent blood - King Mana sseh, h filled the land of Israel with nll 

the abominations of the heathens , with witchcraft nd sorcery. Before he died, he 

pra: ed unto the Lord for forgiveness . "Lord, forgive me , for I hnve grievously 

sinned. I YrD.s blind and did not now the truth. 11 .. nd the Angels in he Heavens p-

pealed to the Lord not to forgive this arch sinner , this arch cri..":1.inal - i;ing anasseh. 

And the Lord said , "If I do not forgive him, then y nhole plan of il vation f'or man

kind falls to the gro md. 11 And God forgave Manasseh :md r ceive h • in his compas

sion and forgiveness . 

10 sinner , 'hut vrhat he can be redeemed . Rahab , this loose roman 10 lived 

in the {alls of Jericho , t his notorious harlot - because she repented, because she 

final~y came to serve her God in ~uth and inf ithfulness, became the ancestr ss , 

accordi. ng to legend, of many high priests an of many kings . 

The Bible , this immortal document of the inspiring spir:t of m~n reaching 

out for God - the Bible accepts sin and transgres ion a. fact in hu.'tlan existenc • 

According to the t adition , th twas n t always so . It .ras Ju.d • s.. developed nd 
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attained to higher levels of understanding concerning God and His ways in the vrorld 

that they came to define a diff erent kinJ of theol ogy. At first , vmen m n sinned, 

God became impatient vri th man. r Len Ada"n sinned , and +,he generation rhich followe 

Adam, G~d cursed the earth because o_ the sins of man . And when the earth bec8I'le 

full of violence bec~use of the misdeeds of man , God brought a flood upon the vthole 

wcrld, dro ed out is creation. God. said, 11 I repented Uyself because I created 

1 n. I will vripe out the ,hoJe of the human race and the hole of creation. " Th t 

is too simple a theology, so Judaism outgre ~ it after a while . And following the 

flood , we are told that God makes a rainbow in the skies as a sign and symbol t.o man 

that Gcd will rever again destroy creation because of the sins o~ man. There will 

be no more floods to wipe out existence because men or certain men sinned. "The in

clinations of man are by nature , by instinct , evil and im9erfect from very b.'..rth.' 

It is part of the order of nature , but there • s also as part of the order of natu:-e 
• 

the impulse tmvards growth a:id improvement , TI0ral clf-purification ·and ascendency. 

Therefore , God is tolerant, for giving, compass~on e of human failure , provided man 

makes the eff0r to improve 1 • self. 

And just as Judaism acceptsthe possibility of sin , so Judai=1:1 also accepts 

the certainty of retributioi . There is a law of co pensation in the old as certain 

a~ the lavs which goveni the phy3ic 1 world. Evil leas to evil , and CTOOd contrib tes 

to the greater good. ·e do not 1mm: 1 ravs ho1·r t is la·r of compensation ·rorks it.self 

out in the destiny of t.e indivi 1 or of t 1e race , and soMe times 1· e are confused 

and so., etimes re become skeptical whether there is real:.. ru ch a thin as retribu

tion in the uorld when we behold the righteous suffering and the evi prospering . 

B t Judaism warned us not to de end in our conclusions upon our o7n incomplete and. 

inadeq ate knowJe dge of he ·mys of the vrorld , bu to accept in faith the dogm of 

the inevi abili y of retribution in the ,,orld. Evil is punished, not inexorably, 

however , because there is the possibility of r epentance to mitigate the evil decree. 
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Repentance and prayer and deeds of lovingkindness - they avert , they tend to nullify 

the evil decrees . 

And so the Bible tells the story, a~ part of the cosmic drama of the spiritual 

unfoldment of the human race - tells the story of good men, good vromen, but also of 

evil men ~.nd evil women , sinners - and of the varying degrees of their culpability, 

and of the variety of their sins and the motives behind them, ~nd of ,,hat befell 

these evil men and women . It js interestjng to realize that the fact of sin enters 

v:1. th human li.fe i tsel.f , 1,,i th the first man a:cd the first 1.-roman - vri th Adara and Eve . 

Now Adam a:id Eve vrere not bad people . They vrere not villains . T!1ey djcn 1t seek to 

hurt anyone . The e ras no m'.llice in what they did , no cruelty. They simply yielded 

to temptation . They vrere human. T,1ey had most everything that they neeC:ed , but rer€ 

not completely satisfied. They disobeyed the 'Will of God . The serpent tempted Eva , 

and Eve tempted Adam, and Adam nd Eve sin ed becci use of disobedience . They were told 

not to eat of a certain tree in he Ga~den of Ede, ad they ate thereof, and so they 

were puni hed . They '¥rere dri ve. from the Garden of Eden where they had nearly a.11 

the good thin~s th t man can wish for , and. thPy ·rere curse , Adan an l Eve . The 

earth was curse because of them . nrn the svreat of thy bro •v shalt tho eat thy bread 

hereafter . Dust t.hou art and dust thou shalt return. " And the ay to immortality, 

the -vra-· to the tr e of life v as barred to them forever by _e n "'I • ng m•rord. The 

first sinners 3.nrl ~he first punishment - t ,hA sin of disobed:ei-ice , the ._in nf J"a ntL g 

too much., when enough is .uite enough for h9rypinass . 

And ::;o after, l,'B ass rom disobedience to a !3re e,r crime - mur or , fratri

cide . And the motive here is not dis bedience - the motive h9re is jealou~y. One of 

the most prolific sources of human cri e and misery. And the trage y befalls the 

ch; ldren of Adam and Eve - Cain cu .: Abel. Abel wc1s .., shepherd; Cain was a tille~ of 

the o:i l., and both rought sacrifices unto the Lord, a. d. the Lo d, 1:nowing the heart 

of b 1 ecause it, was ga. '"'~ .. o s, t irned to the sacrifice of Abel 3. .. 1, ejecteJ he 
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sacrifice of Gain . And ca::..n , in his w-:i.ld jealousy, turned upon his brother one day 

rhen they 1":ere out in the fiPlcl Bnd killed lliw. And when the ~ :Lee of conscience 

was heard, "Cain , where is thy brother?n , Cain replied, 11Am I my brother ' s keepcr? 11 

But the blood of h iA brother cried from the ground and Caln ,.,,,as curso ... l because of 

his crine , and the punishment •ras th.:. t he shall be a wan :lercr c?nd ~ n exile and a 
"rho 

homeless man lJJ:)")P th- face of the earth . And then Cain , the fi:!."st nurrlorcr , /1::illed 

Lis brother - a gha~ tl.,r er ir:e - tu.!"ns to the Lord and says , 11 Is my crime so heavy 

thA.t I shall have to )ear it forever? Must I forever be hid from the presence cf 

God? Is there no hope for me? Is there no reder~ticn for r.1e? iust ecome a hu-

:t.an 0utcast r,hysicall;r ondspiri tually fo:r-eve!' so that· nny man vrho vrill see me will 

slay me as alt06ether 1vorthless and lef:)1,.ous in the sight of man and God? 11 No , even a 

fratricide may repent and God vdll shield hi.11 , &.nd so God pJa ce& e marl: upon the 

foreliead of vain so that men w!1 v·ill see hi will r. t 8lay hi'll a d God said that 

whoever ·rill sl~.,. Cain will lJe punished seve1 -fo • 

We pass fro the crime of disobedience to the crin of heresy, to another 

type of evil and another evil- doer .. Esau, in whom e·vil is now a 11..rger and more pe::

manent ingrediont of character , as was not the case in AdaL1 ~nd Eve or in Cain . Esau 

was the hunter. He is the i;ril and hn. • y =n£t.r- . He is a man who is contemptuous o.r 

the fie m1d noble traditions of his family; he despi~es his birthright and sells it 

for a po tt~ee of lentils . He is a man -,,ho lives b., his sucrd , and n3 despises his 

bother ., Jacob, because Jacob w::is 8. man of a dif.ferent type - a student. , a scholar , 

the 1:ian of' peace who dwelt in :Le tent . And when J'lcob crosses him , h8 decides to 

kill him . Es.:i.u was about, to perform a crime of hatred , but here the Bible is q .. 1ick 

to point cut that this hatr .d wa3 not al together · gr-oundless and the t Esau was not al

together at ['Ult . Jacob , his b roth~r , had cheated him twice. He had che ted h;m 

ut of his birthright and he had cheated him out of his father , I aac 1 s , blessine. 

Jacob , in his high righteousne s , was also a sinner, and Esau , in his great simpleness , 
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was no . ri thcut extenuation , and thclt sau ·vas a ID811 who _ evered his fa the 2 . l 

showed him great .Zilial piety so that blessinr,s were vouc s.s.fed upon Esau even as 

they had bee~ vouchsafe unt Jacob . n al ho ·g san ,vas the protot rpe of .1 lek , 

and of Haman and all thee er.ti.es of Israel, nevertheless the sages say that. the 

Torah vras given a.s much to Esau as it vras to Jc?.C<"'b. The Torah, they say, r s iv n 

in t:1e month of .s.:.van when Gemeni , t:1e t-wi.r.s , er. in Zo i~c, to in icate that t. c 

Tcrah does not belong to Israel alone but also to hi twin broth<...r , Esau - that ·s 

to s .q~r, to the Gent -Llc • 

~e have other c1--irr.inals in the B::..ble, nrotot rpes of the criminals of our ovm 

da • You have the o:,ro.l Crilninal - tl1e Fharoahs - ,:10 cornmi ts genocide , the assassin

a tion of a race at the 1 eheu • of state policy - the HitJe r t) e of cri1TJ.inal, t e man 

ho looks upon c u.rch an u ... 01 all law, who feels j stified in using peo~les and in 

consuming peoples , ensla ing t.hem and, if nece sru.7, xterminating -f:-hem i11 order to 

serve the interests of his country, of his st tP, or of h· □self . T.e punis ~ent 

plagues and deat~1 in th'3 ~ed Sea . 

rrow there is a moral 1 ·r -v:-.ricl is binding upon kingsand rulers ev0w c.s it _;_s 

biGding u.L on individuals . And kings must respect th t lavr as hum;n bein s must never 

be used as cla and mort, :.. .. for the .:'oreign olicies to serve a state , and human be-

i gs must be saved. And in Ph roah , thcr , ·re haYe the vill ii .. from thG .. atriotic 

moti 'T: - quite common ::.n our da:,--. 

There are other illains in the Bible. There is the vill iny, for exam le , 

of the demagogue , ·v. e m3 who uses the democratic sloeans and catc .. r-·rords to incite 

people against legitimate authority an undermine the presti e of legitir.l te leaders 
,II' 

of men. · Korach, rho led a rebellion ag inst 1oses - a series of ·sastrous events 

taking plaee in the •filderness , and the people were depressed, an this shrewd and 

calculating Korach nd his coterie of follo 'f rs deci ed to sieze upon these events 

an:i the dissatisfactio .;f the people to shake heir confidence i their leader , and 



• 
. ., 

the;r began to carry on a demagogic propaganda . "ilhy did Moses take you out of 

Egypt to kill you in the Wilderness . Look at Moses - how he lifts himself abn·e 

you. '"Jhy, he is trying to inpose his rule over yo-u. and to bec0me ,,rour m~0ter ! Dis

obey 1 oses - overthrow his leadership ! Vie 17ill lead you to freedom !11 Far.iiliar 

slogane - familiar propaganda in our om day. For pi1r.inrnent the earth mv-alloed up 

Korach and his follorers . 

There are other types of villains and criminals in the Bi~Je . There is , 

for example, Achan , ~ho is driven to a great crime by greed. The city of' Jericho 

h:1.d been conquered by Joshua and his forces , and everything in the city had been de

clared devoted unto the Lord, :aot to be used by anyone . But Achan , in going through 

the city, chanced upon a mantJe , a beautiful mantle from Sheenah . T\vo hundred shekels 

of silver , a bar of gold, and he could not resi9t the temptation, and stole these 

things which had been declared inviolate and hid t em in his tent . And a gre. de

feat befell the people as a result cf the anger o God, and a search was made among 

t'be people, and it as found th t Achanwas the guilty one who , bJ his greed ., had 

brought defeat rpon his people and po -,s:'.ble disaster . For punish111ent , Achan and his 

followers his hous0hold were burne • 

There was Nabal, a man who did evil out 0f miserliness , out o.f niggardliness . 

Nabal was avery rich man. He had !:lany herds and flocks , and Davj d , vrhile a refugee 

from the wrath of Saul - David and his follo- 1ers protected Nabal' s flocks ar.d Jcibal ' s 

shepherds . And now David vras j n reat difficu ty. His follovrc. s vrere hunery and he 

sent an embas~y, a nessenger , a group of men to 1-!auc=il, inploring of rabal to give him, 

David and his followers , of food. JTabal not only refused to gi ve them anyt • ng , but 

insulted hem and treated them shabbily. Lack of charity, ingratitude - and David 

determined to attakc Nabc?l and his household nd destroy them. And it was the wife 

of Nabal , a vtlse woman, who was told of what had happened &nd quickly ga thered o

gether food - date s ., figs , skins of wine - weat t o meet avid and pleaded ¼ith David 
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not to vi~it upon the household the sin of the inhospitality, mi erliness o~ her hus

band. Nabal had heard what his wife had cb ne and he had a stroke en dhe died. 

Criminals there are Many in the Bible . There was Haman, the er· inal who , 

out of spit,€ 31d .:.quc and hurt vanity and cross- purposes , will take it out not upon 

the individt als 'Tho had hurt him, but upon the entire r,eople to ·r lich thr: t individ,1al 

belonged. rordecai had not lmelt to Hama and Haman , as outraged, and so Hmnan de

cides not to destroy J~o dccai , bltt to estroy 1:crdecai 1 s e tire race . An he goes to 

the king and slanders , not l.'ordecai , but the people of ordecai and n r s·1ades he 

king to , .stroy them c=ill . '.Chis vill?.inous inciter 1.r:ainst uhole peoples - Ho~ mmy 

of he .1 ·1e ha e j n our Didst today. Th se men will nev6r jud[;e n i ndividual on 1is 

ovm rcerits, but judge him in relation to the eroup to hich he belonr;s , an to the 

race and to the religion vrhit;h he , elongs . These men vmo hate cnllective groups of 

human beings 1 The punislur.en ~ for Haman - the 0 allows . 

There was a subtle kind of Jevrish crim ' nal i the Bible , and he is ovm 

in Je dsh history as per!-13.p the orelt of them all, that was alaam. Balaam is the 

hireling crimi1al, the man of great gifts , of extraordinary gifts and talents who 

nevertheless prostitutes his gifts ~or money. Bala was noted in his day a c wa~ 

a legendary tJ?G as a great sorcerer . He 1as the most famous of all the heathen 

ro .. hets nd di rine people vrhose blessings wer r g rded a"' blessin:s , nd -rhose 

curses , s cnrses . .Then alak, k.:.n o .:ohab , feared the Jevrs, he sent messengers 

to Balaam: Come and curse the people of Israel for mo . An Balaa"ll ,as th t e of .. 

t1cin vho seels his pe or seels his speech and sells his talents nd lis gifts for 

money. Balaam conldn 1t curse Israel because th curses stucl in his throat . In

stead of the curses , blessings poured forth , but nevertheless , B laam rad always re

garded s among the most damned of all crin!inals and sinners of history because of 

his impure heart , because of his readiness to do evil , not because he as evill 

dr~ven to it - not out of passion, not of ome bl ind hunger , not of revenge which 

may be extenuating circumstances sometiines . It was simply, calculatingly because of 

money. 
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He vras a mA..n of no conscience - a man vrho does not reco nize the great 

moral responsibility involved in the possession of a rare talent . They are soY'! times 

the gravest devastators of mankind. The writer, the artist who polutes and prosti

tutes his art - the man in a pro.nlnent rositionaf authority who misuses the great 

~owers resident in him for the sake of gain. 

Yes, the Bible l~nows them all - all the tempter spirit of man - unchastity., 

and gluttony c11 d gree nd strife , pride and love of adniration a1d jealousy nd a 

ro~ance , and all the variety of their conm1utations and combinations , and all t ir 

devas ations . And yet , the Bible has not los t faith in man and in his moral , up~crd 

climb. The Bible always keeps be.fcre: the eye of mcm the day en they rill not hurt 

nor destroy "in c:11 H ly nountc1in , vrhen the earth rill be fuJ.l or the knowle ge of 

o~ and the waters cover the sea11 • 

A word about the women criminals of the Bib e. There r e such. The ible 

has the record of noble vmmen and also of ~vicl(e o en. The roman -vrho vras the help-

mate , B nd tha vroman who was the destroyer . The ap roach of the Bible to mm nhood 

is lik itd .::tpproach to everyth.: n else - ve y sane , souna, fair a1d jut. Yo11 0 

not find in he Bible any romantic c1'ivalry n1ich is 1 cl'ing in all realis , nor cb 

you fi d j n the Bible any misogeny - any hatred of womankind 01' any indjcation of any 

position f inferiority j n any re gar wh tsoever . Voncm is the equal of man in 

moral virtue and in evil potentialities . So that 1 s ,hy you have in the Bible si ch 

noble types of women s the atriarchs - \iriam, orah, auth d Esthe4 . Ann while 

you h vein the Bible the most erfect t Dibute to ~om nhooc found int e literature 

of mankin , you also have j_n the Bible other kinds f mmen . There is , for zarnple, 

very E; rl r • n the boo of the Bible , ,he story of the wife of Potiphar , this Eey1)tian 

woman - he archetype of the tem tress ·,ho , in her infatuation ·rith Jose h, Y • sh€s 

Joseph to betray his mast 1· ,h0 hart een very kind to hiri and •rh h ti , . e him over-

eer over hi hor:.sehol , and lfhen Jos . h refuses nri flees f4"om otip ar ' s ·rife, 't11is 

purned woman, in ~er an e where her lovo turns to poi3on ag~innt Joseph, accu es 

young Jose h of the very crime which she wanted him to perpetr te and young Joseph 

is thrown into prison. 
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There is Delilah, the Philistine woman , s e chet e of the seductress 

throug out the ares , vrho destroys the m n - destro~,rs :1ir.1 for bribe , a bribe rraich 

the Philistines offered , an beg-..ri.led Semson to reveal to ~16r and to he Ph.i..listines 

the source of his strength, and vhen srle ha~ wheedled o·__._t the secret from him , she 

turns him over to the Fhilistines, who blind him and then put him into the dungeon 

to r:nd corn for them. And they call him fron the dungeo - this blind giant of a 

nan, and bring him lo their templus to dance am to a.muse the asser.bJe d cro d of the 
• 

Philistines, rho mock this f:1:.len giant of a man, and in his J,1 t agonized moments , 

eyeless in Gaza , 3a~son prays for stre~gth, and takjng ho of the pillars upon 

·rrhich this t mple is built , brin s dmm the temple upon the heads of tl"e Philistines 

nd himself . 

Yes , t e Bible lmows the uoman crirr.inal . Th~re is Jezebel , the Phoenician 

princ ss , ho marric~ 'ing Ahab o~ 1~ el -

this ,on""n ·1ho is 1sed to in0t n and nquectio1 • e ience , his voman · ho re-

in+ro uce lnto Israel rnrship o t} e aal , rho erse-.,uted the pronhe nd dr ve 

El.:.jah in o exile , this woman '7ho nersuaded ... her husband , the Kin , to put an inno-
JJ.:.both, 

cent. . to eat' /b · c~use ... e 1 ouL .. :-iot ell hj s vineyard t.o the ~ ing , because 

tre..,sar t G vineyard t t h dcome OYn1 to him from 'is ancestors . And t,hjs Jezebel 

res perjure ·n.tne-ses to testify that aboth Lad blaspheme God and blasp .. emed 

the King , ad o·L is executed. This Je ebelts en is ot a 1appy one . nd her 

h sband n • her son a cilJe d i rev lt led y Jehu. , 1 n e :.i e ·r tha her 

end as up , she att ·.red herself in the mo ... t costly f r ime t , and cs ehu passed 

1y the rind of he ~1 cc , she taunted him , mocked him, jeered t him - tlrl_s proud 

?hoenician princess . And Jehu ordered her to be thrown froin the d dow· o he 

~round, 

Jez b 1 . 

d the prophes~ of El "jah ca o through , that e dog..,. ick the blood of 
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res , and ther. th_re is her d ghter , Athaliah , he da 1 g:1ter of a inr , the 1tl.1.c o~ 

a king , the . other of .. kL ui Athal • ah, who • en her ro n dies , seize .... th thro e 

an or iered all the royal seed estro:,re • T • s vro'.lJ. have an er.d to h e1tire 

yn sty of King Davi , b t the young inc€ Joab ras rescue by the Iiigh Priests 

an kept in , • • ~ g six : ears that .L lL ... h re.:. n , . d a revo t broke out , and 

Athaliah w~s S8~zel and e. cute - . 

1I1here re all types of vdckeaneuS J of Y:OID a d o men in tLe Bible - trre 

an wou en v h.:> re drive!i o! o crirae and suffe • 0 an eatl by o s·on or an-

othe , but ove~ 11 is he ;,.bun .. t :r rcy _ or gi vene s s f Goel - ,:1e Cod :rho s a.:. l 

to 1, an, n ee 'r.- , 0ee ~ e nd. live . Do o se k • c:.t J.; s el~ m_ 

1P .o ,.. ha 1 a see c: • nto t c: .ount o... he Lord? 

.tt.nd rho sh , _ st;.nd in His . oly: lace? 

He t1-i.:-t hath cle;n . a:ndu , arrl a pure e .. ; 

·,'ho hath not n , . ! va1n ., 

..,;rorn e eitfully. 

He shall :eceive ables~· e :rom the L , 

And rig.teousress m the Go 1. of hi. salvation . " 




