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0 HUNDRED YEARS OF il RIC HISTORY 

By Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Sunday, October 301 1949 

A hundred years ago our country was a second-rate power. Its population ,as sane 

23 ,000 ,000 . By the turn o.f this century, at the close o.f the Spanish-American War, it 

had becoJ11e a world power, and today it is the greatest world pov,er on earth tlth a 

population of approximately 150 , 000 , 000, 'With an incomparable industrial capacity and 

output , with a national annual income of over $200 , 000 , 000 , 000, vdth the most powerful 

mill tary establishment on earth. Our country is today the richest and most influential 

nation on the globe . It is today the creditor nation of the world whereas as late as 

1914 it was still a debtor nation . The United States today is the international, poli­

tical crossroads of the world. And thus , the new world has reph ced the old world as 

the center of political importance , just as Washington hasreplaced London. 

And the hundred years lying ahead will undoubtedly be known in human histoiy as 

the American Century. It has been a breath- taking century of gro rth and e:>..."Pansion from 

1850 to 1950, the like of which tne world hasnever seen. The pioneering impulse , the 

spirit of enterprise , the teI!lpo , the inventiveness , the technological sl'"ill , the orga -

ization capacity, the courageous vision and planning which a .free people poured into 

the exploitation of the resources of a continent and the building up of its ovm way of 

life will forever remain an epic of extraordinary challenge, of grandeur in the annals 

of mankind. 

By 1850 the covered wagons were rolling across the prairies for gold had been dis­

covered in California, and new trails were being blazed for new settlements and new 

states. At the close of the Civil War this westward movement assumed monumental strength 

and momentum. By 1890 pioneering America had reached its last frontier . The railroads 

soon spanned the continent and linked East and West and North and South with bands of 

steel , of trade and of travel. The first transcontinental railway was completed, as you 

know, in 1869. And men from all parts of the earth poured into this country, attracted 
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by its economic opportunities or seekin refuge from political persecution. America 

from its very inception a land of imraigrants, but by the middle of the 19th century 

immigration into the United States assumed mass proportions. At the close of the 5th 

decade of the last century Germans an::l Hungarians began to come in in very Jarge num­

bers as the result of the revolutions which were tald.ng place in their countries. The 

Irish were coming in in enormous numbers driven by famine and by political persecution. 

And in the later decades of the 19th century the Polish, the JewiSl and the Italian and 

the Slavic immigrants began to come in in vast numbers. By 1900 the annual immigration 

in the United States amounted to over 1,000,000. These immigrants, coming from all 

parts of the world, many of them - most of them - extremely poor, endured great hard­

ships. They did not find t he gold on the streets of the cities of the new country. 

They did not find the gold they were looking for in quantities in the mills and the 

mines and on the :fanns and in the slums and in the sweatshoJE. But some of their chil­

dren did. And these immigrants and their children b ·1t the greatest industrial em­

pire on earth. And there was a strange arrl potent alchemy in American life for these 

men and women coming from all parts of the world, speaking different languages, bring­

ing with them ancient cultures, ways of life., peculiar traditions of their ovm - all 

of them were .Americaiized;into the great melting pot they were all poured., and oui of 

that melting pot there came forth the .American, loyal and devoted to the new land. 

By the close of the 19th century American industry was producing more goods than 

American markets could profitably absorb, so that American business bega1 to reach out 

for overseas markets. e began to expand in the :a st decade of the ljth century across 

the Pacific, in the carribean. We annexed Hawaii, the Phillipines and Puerto Rico, 

other islands. The Spanish-American War marked the beginning of what might be called 

American imperialism. ore and more we becaa involved in the Asiatic world, in China 

and in Japan, which vre opened to the world in 1853. our investment capital began to 

look for profitable fields abroad especially in La.tin .America. American business began 
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to exploit our neighbors to the South, and our diplomacy became entangled in the poli­

tical conflicts of that part of the Western Hemisphere. In 1903 we acquired the Canal 

Zone and in the last third of this century of 1850 to 1950 our political and economic 

weight, our gravity in world affairs, had become so decisive that we could not stay out, 

event hough we wished to, of the European political struggles, and vre became involved 

twiee in the two greatest wars of all time. 

Thus, our very~owth and our economic expansion forced us into a world role and a 

world involvement which the .American people really did not want. American fear and 

distaste of foreign entanglements was long and persistent and soundly motivated. en 

in the 90 1s when we began our expansion in the Pacific there were many Americans who, 

in spite of the economic and strategic advantages in such expansion, opposed - vehement­

ly opposed - our overseas expansion. They objected, for example, to the annexation of 

the Phillipines, and the agita.ti to return the Phillipines to the Phillipinos contin­

ued uninterrupted~ on the part of Americans themsel.r es for nearly a half a century un­

til full independence was finally granted in 1946 to the Phillipines. 

When the First World War broke out in 1914, oodrow Wilson, President of the 

United States, called upon the American people to maintain an attitude of strict neu­

trality to the war, to remain impartial in thought as well as in action. President 

Wilson, you may r ecall1 was re-elected in 1916 on the platform of: He kept us out of 

war. It was after Europe had been in the war for more than 2~ years that America, re­

sisting the pressure, the inevitable pressures from all sides, to enter the war, finally 

- and as a result largely of the unrestricted submarine campaign which Germany launched 

against our merchant vessels - that America finally entered into the war. And this was 

true also of the Second World War • .America tried to keep out of it1 and it did keep 

out of it for nearly two years. We tried to be helpful to the cause of the Allies be­

cause American democracy shuddered at the threat of Hitlerism and Fascism. We granted 

Great Britain, you may recall, through some form of exchange some So destroyers. We 

adopted ~nd-Lease I all in effort to be helpful tl thout becoming actually involved in 
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the war. But it couldn't be. e were too great, too important in the scheme of things 

to stay out of any embroilment in which the political destinies of a great part of the 

world were involved. And Pearl Harbor in December 1941 catapulted us into the Second 

World war. 

But by and ]arge we were content to stay at home. We didn1 t want to inter.fere in 

the affairs of Furope, and were determined that Europe should not interfe~e in the af­

fairs of the Western Hemisphere. That was the meaning of the Monroe Doctrine. Because 

here in this great country we could expand without war, and we had a two-ocean security 

behind whose ramparts we could grow strong and eat, and there were no threatening 

neighbors. One of the former French Ambassadors to Washington, Ambassador Jusserand, 

is credited with this statement, that America was fortunate anong the nations. On the 

North 1rhe had a weak neighbor. On the South another weak neighbor. On the East, fish. 

On the West, fish. 

And American diplomacy at its high level, at its high levels was directed princi­

pally towards these objectives of backing up the onroe Doctrine, of maintaining the 

free m of the seas towards a GoodNeighbor policy with Latin .America calJed Pan-Ameri­

canism, towards an Open Door policy in the East principally in China, and we were con­

tent to work diplomatically along these lines. But it was not to be. America had be­

come too great for isolationism. ~ were bound to pull in1 to be pulled in in any 

maelstrom of political agitation in the orld. We could not stay out. So that it was 

clear by the tim3 the First World war broke upon t,he world - arrl we were dragged into 

it - that there was but one of two solutions for future American poltical action in the 

world, for a future global American foreign policy. One, to sit by in isolationism, 

waiting for the inevitable crises to develop which would suck us in against our will in 

world struggles; or to rork for a kind of world organization which would make war less 

likely in the world, to pool our diplomatic skill and authority with those of other 
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nations, to bring about a new system of international relations. And after the First 

World war we were instrwnental in bringing into existence the League of Nations, the 

inspiration of President Wilson, mich was responsible for the creation of the league 

of Nations. Macy of the European nations were dragooned into it unwillingly, and it 

was pressure on the part of America which brought the League into existence, but we 

walked out on the League of at ions before very long. We wanted to assume no re spon­

si bili ty in a world organization., In 1918 our country was strongly isolationist, or 

at least the legislators of our country were. And re continued that way for years. 

It was as late as 1935 that the Senate of the United States defeated a resolution that 

America should enter the ?lorld Court. 

And then came the Second World War, and another effort was made for the creation 

of a League of Nations, and in san Francisco the United Nations Organization was cre­

ated. But here again our adherence to it, while officially wholehearted in practice, 

is not so. It is clear today that America has entirely abandoned the idea of isola­

tionism. The Atlantic Pact is the great symbol of the radical new departure from the 

old conception of no entanglements, no foreign alliances, to the conception underlying 

the tl.antic Pact, with the united States actually arming half of the world against the 

other half and pleding to go to war if any member in this Pact is attacked. The danger 

today which may threaten the success of the United ations is not that the United States 

will not assume any responsibility in future international affairs, but that she might 

be inclined to assume all responsibility, that she might be inclined to side-step the 

United Nations and conscious of its own tremendous power in the world, go it alone, and 

that would be dangerous, I believe, to the United ations and to us. The burden may 

become too heavy and the responsibilities too eat. The nations of the world must not 
must 

come to rely upon the United States. They/come to rely upon the United Nations. And 

the intelligent direction of Arrerican diplomacy in the future, in my humble judgment, 

lies in strengthening the world organization, in arming it, in giving it power and force 
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and prestige to back up its decisions, and in the united States• taking the leadership 

in the strengthening of the United Nations, not in the creation of regional pacts. 

In other words, this last. 100 years has seen the radical revision of American for­

eign policy, the position of the United States in the world as a political power. 

Our great industrial expansions, of crurse, brought enonnous wealth to our people. 

That wealth ,ras not evenly distributed. There took place during these 100 years an 

enormous concentration of wealth, and therefore, of economic power in the hands of the 

few. Huge monopolies, enormous industrial empires came into existence, and they were 

in the hands of relatively few dominant figures ,-rho, regAraless of the shift in the 

political scene - this party in office and this party out of office - regard1ess of what 

party was in office, these few economic potentates on the .American scene remained in 

control. Or as some ould put it, their grip was firm, their experience was cumulative 

and their goal was clear. A report subnitted a few yeas ago to the Senate of the 

united States indicated that the American economy was dominated by some 200 giant cor­

porations. Of these, 98 were controlled by three families and five financial groups. 

And the history of the 100 years of the American people economically is the his­

tory of the struggle against this domination of American economic life by trusts, by 

monopolies, by a coterie of industrialists and bankers. Generations of populists md 

progressives revolted against, fought against what cane to be lmown as Big Business, 

or the money plutocracy, in order to protect the worker, the fanner, the small business 

man. And that struggle is still 0 1 ng on. And from tirr-e to time the political scene 

of the United States {as agitated by these movements,and slogans were different, but 

actually the same - the Square Deal, the New Freedom., the Fair al, the Ne'\V' De 1. It 

was the outreaching of the American people to take control out of the hands of the few, 

place it in the hands of the many, control of their ovm economic destinies. Because 

this amazing industrial expansion ,hich brought great wealth to the American people was 

not carried out dthout exploitation, without an a.ma.zing degree of economic insecurity 
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for the people, without a series - a period series of catastrophic panics and depres­

sions - 1873, 1893 and 1908 and 1929 - almost evecy- JS years or 20 years the whole 

economic structure of America seemed to be collap ing and mil ions of people were 

hurled into unemployment and misery. 

This century was a century of bitter industriEl strife for the American peop , 

s rif . which is still going on. As we stand here this morning the .American people finds 

itself in the gr:i.p of two great strikes, the steel strike and the coal strike . In 1947 

there were 3700 work stoppages in the United States involving over 21000 1000 people and 

causing a los~ of over 351000 1000 man days of labor. Labor's effort to organize, to 

bargain collectively, 1,as stubbornly and violently and bloodily resisted all through 

this last 100 years. Take the story of steel, for example. In 1892, 50 years ago, more 

than 50 years ago, Andrew Carnegie declared : 11 we oppose organized labor and vlill deal 

"1tlth our workmen only as individuals.' This resulted in the bloody strike, the Home­

stead strike of 1892. The steel workers struck; they ere defeated - disastrous]y de­

feated. en in the steel industry struck a ain in 1901 and again they were defeated, 

and again in 1909, and follOY'ling the First World War there was the prolonged steel 

strike of 1919, and the steel workers were again defeated, and for near]y 40 years un­

til 1933 they had to fight for their right to organize and to bargain collectively. 

And that is true in most every other large industry in the United States. And all 

needJessly, as events have proven - needlessly, for the organization of Jabor and their 

collective bargaining did not by an iota interfere Tith the economic ~xpansion of thjs 

country or with the prosperity of our industries because this is a country blessed ,vith 

plenty - there is enough to go around, if men had but the intelligence to understa-id 

it. But as a result of this endless stru gle, progress vTas made. Labor today is organ­

ized by and large. There are 60 1000 1000 of them in labor unions, and marked gains have 

been registered in almost every field - j n vrages and hours of Yfork and social security 

and pensions and other forms of security, unemployment insurance, child labor, protection 
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of vromen in industry. The standard of living of the American workingman today is the 

highest in the world. But there's a long way to go yet before the American workingman 

enjoys his full and just patrimony. The fairest distribution of things which this 

country is enabled to produce 'Will mean the greatest stability for our econo:nic order, 

and it is most interesting and most significant to observe that the American working­

men, organized American labor, are endeavoring to achieve its objectives through non­

socialistic agitation. It is not programatically anti-capital, as some of the great 

labor movements in the Old l orld are. And it might well be - there is no guarantee for 

it •!"' :kil it might well be that here the basic problems of the relationship between labor 

and manageoent can be worked out on an American non-socialistic basis. 

And so, the struggle to build in this country not only political democracy, but 

also economic democracy and social democracy is going on. 

Significant progress was made in other directions during this 100 years. After a 

century of agitation women su.f.frage was finally voted through a Federal .Amendment to 

the Constitution of the united States in 19201 and oman was enfranchised. And the last 

100 years, more especially the Jast generation, has seen an amazing development in the 

position, in the economic position of woman in American life. They have entered busi­

ness, they are occupying important executive positions. 

Social progress was made in the direction in 1913 of the final legalization of the 

income tax, also through an amendment of the Constitut·on, rhich means the spreading of 

the tax burden upon the shoulders of those uho are best able to bear it. That was re­

sisted and violently fought for decades. 

Progress has been made in the field of civil rights. The promise of freedom arxi 

quality for all which is found in our Declaration of Independence wasnever warranted by 

the facts of the si. tuation even at the time when the Declaration of Independence was 

written. There was never full freedom and equality for American people. It is startling 

to realize that the century of vrhich we are talking of 1850 to 1950 began when America 
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still tolerated slavery 1 This century began in slavery 1 And lit took a bloody Civil 

War to destroy this horrible institution of slavery in this, our free country. But 

the political emancipation of the Negro did not grant him that freedom and nopi~ 

equality to which he is entitled by the basic law., moral lavr of our Declaration. The 

Negro has been struggling hard all thlru.gh these years against segregation and discrim­

ination and the poll tax and lynching and Jim Crowism., and still is 1 A Negro traveling 

from North to South., when he reaches the capitol of the United States ., today - ashing­

ton - must change to Jim Crow trains . If he decides to remain in the District of Colum­

bia overnight ., he will find that he cannot eat in a downtown restaurant or cannot at­

tend a dm·mtown movie or play, he cannot sleep in a downtom hotel. If he decides to 

stcy in the District of Columbia., the capitol of the nited states in 1949 ., he usually 
send 

must find a home in an overcrowded., sub- standard and segregated area. He must/his 

children to inferior Jim Crow schools . He must entrust his family• s health to medical 

agencies that give them inferior services . 

Progress is being made , fut not rapidly enough. The number of poll tax states is 

decreasing. ~ching has sharply decreased. Fair employment practice lavrs are being 

enacted., but desperate]y slowly ·n the United States. There has bem marked improve­

ment in the discrimination against the Negro in the armed forces of our country. But 

there's a long struggle ahead. 

waves of bigotry have frequently swept over this free country of ours . And th.Eu 

existed 100 years ago . Racial and religious bigotry is not an unlmown or an infrequent 

appearance in thi country of ours . In the 40 1 s and the 50 1s of the last century there 

were violent nativist movements in the United States. They were directed not against 

Jews in those days; they were directed against catholicsJ German ., Irish were then ccming 

into the country in ver-J large nwnbers . "Know- othingism" became a pov,erful political 

party -v.hich in the .50 1 s swept candidates into office in a dozen states in the United States . 
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That was 100 years a o 1 And in our ovm day we have the recrudescence cf violent big­

otry from time to t:i:me - the Ku Klux Klan and other fonns of organized intolerance. 

That is a recurrent plague against which the Americm people must be on guard. Vigi­

lance and resistance 1 Vigilance and resistance are the only ways which we can JTleet 

these outbreaks of organized un-Americanism. 

Other forms of intolerance sweep over our country from time to time, and have in 

the last 100 years, and still do. Intolerance is always dictated by fear, of course. 

Witch-hunting, for example - political witch-hunting. When people are afraid and begin 
they 

to lose faith in the strength of their own democratic institutions,/begin to adopt 

methods of terrorization and suppressions which democracy set out to de troy 1 And our 

current fear of Communism, for example, is driving us - is stampeding us into that 

mood. Red-baiting and witch-hunting! 

The salvation of American democracy ever since 1789 has been that it has had a re­

markable resilience, a capacity for evolution arrl a justment:pac to new situations and 

to new demands of life as eater justice called for new adjustments. New ideas and 

the advocacy of change were very frequently the life blood of a vigorous American 

democracy. President Lincom spoke of 11a new birth of freedom". What has saved America 

is that from time to time we experienced a new birth of freedom, a widening of the 

horizons of freedom. And it was frequent:cy- the unorthodox c11 d unpopular opinion which 

after a while proved to be the very s al vati on of the American democracy. 

Today these simple facts are in danger of being forgotten. I read the other day 

a statement by nr. Raymond B. Fosdick which admirably summarized the mood todey. Dr. 

Fosdick wrote: 

With the possible exception of John Adams• administration, there is a 
risk today in being a liberal that has never existed before in the 
history of the Republic. If you sign a petition to admit colored 
people to public housing developments, if you favor fair employment practices 
or are concerned with civil liberties, if you fight for the protection 
of the rights of the foreign born, if you oppose religious prejudice 
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and Jim Crowism, if you sanction cultural exchange with foreign 
countries, if you align yourself with those mo are working for 
more effective labor unions or more adequate medical care, if 
you take any point of view which involves the implementation of 
the Declaration of Independence that all men are created equal, 
you are apt to be suspected in some circle s as a lmowing parti­
cipant in the Communist Front, or at the very least, as a witless 
dupe of Moscow1s hypnotic influence. 

There is hardly a progressive orga1ization or undertaking in the 
country to which the adjective "communistic" has not been applied 
in the last few years - from the Tennessee Valley Authority and 
water power developments generally, all the way to farmers• arrl 
consumers' cooperatives and plans for rural electrification. 
Fingers are ever po:nted at organizations like the YMCA, the YVr~A 
and the defunct Epworth League. In many states teachers and col­
lege professors have been frightened into sterile silence, and 
even the pulpit has not been free from fear. 

All this is dangerous to America. othing else is da.ngerous as much as this. 

rt is this that we have to fear, for all else we can overcome. As long as Amer:ican 

democracy can remain resilient, adaptive, giving free play to men•s initiative, to 

the expressions of the free creative mind of man, so long is A.~erican democracy se­

cure. As long as men will use the techniques and fie methods of democracy for the 

achievements of the objectives v,hich they may set for the American people, regardless 

of what these objectives may be - how unorthodox they may be at a given time, but as 

long as they will use only the methods and techniques and the apparatus of democracy, 

never resorting to force, to terrorization, to suppression - and that applies not 

merely to the man of capital, but to the man of labor as well. Sometimes men are so 

convinced that their cause is so just that any means are justified by the end. Tha.t • s 

the death-knell of democracy. There is an inviolability and sanctity to methods in 

democracy without which democracy cannot exist t And as long people who t 1k about the 

free, private enterprise in industry will remember that there is such a thing as a 

free, private enterprise in the human mind as well and in the human spirit ·hich must 

be protected, so long will our America be secure. 

From time to time one hears prophets of doom, that America is finished. I came 

across the following in reading a book the other day: 
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Society (American society) has played out its last sta.kef it is 
checkmated. Young men have no hope . Adults stand like day­
laborers idle in the streets . None calleth us to labor . The 
ol d wear no crown of warm life on the:r gray hairs . The present 
generati n is bankrupt of principles and hope , as of property. 

And this ras written in 1837 by Emerson. 

No, we need not listen to the prophets of doom as far as A.~erica is concerned. 

Wonderful horizons are beckoning theAmerican people - wonderful horizons. And the 

youth of Americahave wonderful futures to look .forward to . America can become , if 

the American people wish it , the grec.t moral leader in the world., and help to bring 

about a world order of peace and security. America may become a moral Je ader in 

helping to establish the democratic way of life all over the world . The American 

people can establish on this gracious land economic justice for all vritlin freedom 

and the dignity of the individual . There can be abundance for all of its people . 

And there can be equality for all in friendliness and in tolerance . There is nothing 

to make these objectives unattainable , except lack of will, lack of courage., Jack of 

vision, lack of faith on the part of the American people . And as I look over the past 

100 years and the 100 years v;hich preceded that , I do not believe that the Amerj_can 

people lack courage and faith and enterprise . And so I think we can face the coming 

century vr.i. th a fair rre asu.re of confidence and hope . 
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peculiar traditions. All of them were 1,oured into the great meltjn~ pot 

and out of that melting pot there came forth the American, loyal and devo d • 

to the new land. . .....: 

By the close of the 19th century American industry was producing 

more goods than Am rican markets could .Pr.ofi tably absorb, s tr1at l\merican 

business began to reach out for overseas markets. bctran to c:, xpand in 
I 

the last decade of the 19th century across the Pacjfic, and i.n the Carribeun . .. 
1 

We annexed llawaii, the Phillipines and Puerto Rj c, and other islands. The 

Spanish- mt:;r i ·an ,-~ar marked the beginni1w· of \<J11i.1t mirrht b al] L~c.1 l\m 1 r j an 

imperic11 · sm . llorC' ancl rnol' v LHJ ame involv •cl in t ·he l\.·ir1ti \•/ rld in 

Chin~, m1el in ,Tc1pt.1n, \vh ·c1i we op0nccl t Lhc \IOl'ld in 18 3. Our jnv ~strnent 

capit-11 begun to lo k for priofj tahlP f ieJ cJ • alJr ilc.l 
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,·ere instru.'ilental in brinein into existence the Lca.;me 
~ I It 

inspiration of President ilson, w~•a was respon:;ible !or. bhe creation. ef rbfte Eee..~ 

ei liz1t~ons. ~arv of tho Europ r..ations ·~·re:-e <h-aeooned into 1 t ,tlllin2ly, ~ It 
~:ils pres!Jure on the part of Anerica ·r' rl.c bro ~ht t:.e League into existc~cc, ut -cra 

nallwd out on the league of Hat.ions before very long. We uanted to ass"J::a r.o as;>on-

sibilit7 in a world or rulization. In 1918 our country nas strongly isolatio~ist, or 

at le !:t tte 11 gislators of our country ~ere. li!M \"'3 continued that ''TaY for yearn. 

~ waE As lb..to as 1935 1!Jes• tho Senate of tho Unite Statos defeated a resol tion t .:.at 

Anerica stoul • enter tho ·1orld Court. 
Afru 

And~n e l?f!.e ~he Sec and lorld ,.ar., ja;Cl,Q,...a-A~~:...e:t:L~~;ae"'"'91!lfflM~-b1,e-"'et'~trc:m-

of D lgpcue cf )Jat?i.ene, w:d 121 Un Ffahc1sco the United t:ations Organization was cre­

ated. But bcm aea.in ev adftetenca to it, while officla.1:fy whdld?iearted m p!'aet1ce, 

i a not :ao. It is clear today that .America has ent cl.y a.bandonod the idea of i ... ola­

tionism. Tha Atlantic Pact is the great symbol of th.a radical new departuro £r04~ the 

~ 
old conception of no entan[!lements, "110 i'orei3n alliances• 1M 'bhe conception crnde!rlyti.DS 

~a .t nntic Pnct• with the United Statos act ally arming halt or the world aeninst t.~e 
p\~q.AI.:> .u-() 

oth2r halt and p½edin~ to go to ua.r if any mcnber in this Pact is attacKed. The dancer 

today nhich may threaten the success of tho Unitod ?Jations is not that tho United S ~tos 

-:rill not as ume arr:, responsibility in future intornntional affairs, but that she mi~ t . 
bo incline to assume all responsibility, that she nright be inclined to sido-stcp the 

Unite' •ationo and conscious of its oom tro:ncn o s pmror 1n the world;:io it alo~ .. 

"}hat wo ld a mcerousJ l 00!!0 o@.,J, to the Un tod :ations and to us. Tho burden n.,y 
_,,... 

bcco:r.o t o heavy a d t o rospon~i'tn.litios too oat. The nntionn o! tho trorld x;iuct not 
m::;t 

come to rely u on the J'nitod Stato:;. They/couo o rely upon the United ?7ationo. And 

tho .. :itclligont direction of ,~ric:m diplomacy in the .future, in~ hucl>le judgment.­

lies .,.n etrengthoning the world oreanization, in '1rmin(t it, in giving it pc,wer and force 

,·. ;;·. 

,.., 

' . 
. ~, I 

. . ... 
I I 

' 



, 

\ 

I 
I 

After the fjrst 

-5-

the Lea:;;ue of Nations through ·i·he jnspjrut ion of Pres id •11t \1!j lson who 

was responsible for jts creation. Iany or the Iuropean nations w-•re 

dragooned into j t 1m\v • 11ingly. It was pr ssure 011 L11 • !JdI.' L uf n111e1•j "' C:t 

which brought the Leoguc into exist nee, but we \valked out on the 

Lea~1e of 1ations before very long. We want d to assume no responsibility 

in a worlcl organjzation. In 1918 our country was strongly isolationist, 

or at least the leg· slators of our country were. \\Te contjnued that way 

for years. As late as 1935 ti1e Senate of the United States defeated a 

resolution that America should enter the World Court . ... 
After the Second \7orld \var, the United ations Organization was 

creat~d. ' It is clear today that America has entirely abandoned the idea 

of isolationism. The Atlantic Pact is the great symbol of the radical 

new departure from the old conception of no entanglements and no for ign 

alliance . The Atlantic Pact, with the nited States actually arming half 

of the world against the other half pledges us to go to war if any 

member in this Pact is attacked. The dang r today which may threat n 

the success of the nited Nations is not that th Unit d States will not 

assume any responsibility in future international affajrs, but that sh 

might be inclined to assume all responsibiljty, that she might be inclin d 

to side-step the Unit d Nations and conscious of its own tremendo11s power 
- -- 1_ 

in the world and go it alone. That would be dangerous to the nited Nations 

and to us. The burden may become too l1eavy and the responsibiJ i ti s too gr at. 

The nations of the world must not come to rely upon the United States. They 

must come to rely upon the United Nations. And the intelligent direction; 

of American diplomacy in the future, in my humble jud~emcnt, lies in 

streng~hening the world organization, in arming it, in giving it prn.,:cr 

' and force 
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3oc:.oty u~t1rican soc· ct::,r) ~~ l·,,to ·l O' t :.tn ln::;t !;"'.:...'11:::1 _t ·s 
d..3c~tcd. Yow.g :n2n ~1a ·e ~o :1opc. J~c:-...lt~ rrtand lil:e dcy­
::0.bo:. ~l'. s idle in 1.tc !;tru..., • i: :"!c c~~llct, ~c to labo:--. Tho 
old ,mar no cra.m or wnr::i JiJ'c o:i t ,--cir r;ray hairs. T!'le present 
G 1 -!"at.: n i3 b..i.--ilc:upt o_ r::.1 ciplc:.; ,::i- J I or:~, as of p .. ·oport,7. 

::o, -.;~ r d not li!;-1:icn to r,:~c ; :·-..:·:J.l.OtG of ~oc:.i .:13 r-4r .:-i.s A'":10~--ica is cc::cor:c.ct. 

,:onde:.·ful ·io!"izon~ aro boc!~onirlw t·--.t~r· co.J1 :>ooplo - ,:::..~ 'c.~1\ll ~r-Zol:n. . : • t1-le 
• ~ kd 

yo-.!t!l of :.:::.:ir1c'il.:l vo,pronde:d'Ul fut•=~ el,~ :fec:au ••. :, .. --wI'ica c ·.n '1 cco:co, if 

~M &~~r pJl mi sh it, the .:;rcat nor:,.l lna:!c~ in t:,a t:orld, an ho::.;, to :o::-.:.-cr: 

c.bo.:t a • .. o. d o. dcr of peaco ar. ecc·..u--1. t:r. k oric~ r.i~y bcco:.:z a ooral ..D a r .. c.. in 

r..elp:L"1, to ostablisll tho democre4tic ·;oy 0£ li.fo all over the r.orld. h Ar..cric.:J.n 
I....U~I~ 

people ~n est.1blish on thi~ gracious land econom.c justice !or all wti.d:n !'roe o:i 

o.n.i 1'la dii,uty ~ the indivldual. Thero can bo a 'J.ll-... ar.ca for all of it.s poople. 

Ja!IP"t:~. e can be equality for all in friondlines... in tolerance. ~..e. e is r.o uh ng 

to ~ these objectives unattainablo, except lac c of tdll, .lack or couraze, ll ck o.r 

vision, lack of .faith pn tho p?.rt 0£ the Amoricdl pcoplo. And a.s I look over the ,nst 
• ~ &ditr5 j rc~etli"I) 

100 ~PQar3 and the;{lQQ:,.,,.,.•ll~,iM~•••:::1etw&t I do not believo th-rt. tho J.:-:-.crlccn 

p~oplo lack co'1raGo and tait.~ md cntcrprino. J nd no I think 'WO cnn £ace tl'-.c co:n:L--i:: 

centu.7 .. i t.'l a fair 1,0 a!mra of confidcnco ;,.rd ho. o. 

., 

.• 
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Society (Amer_i_can society) has played out its last stLll -c; it 
is checkrna t d. Young men hav no hope. Adults stm1d 1 il e 
day-laborers idle in the streets. None callelh us to labor. 
The old wear no crown o.t warm l.i. f e on their gray }1airs. Tn 
present generation is banl ' rupt of principles and hope, as 
of property. 

And this was written in 1837 by Emerson. 

No, we need not listen to the prophets of doom c1s far as Amcrj a is 

concerned. \vonder ful horizons are beckoning the Am 'rican people- -won­

derful horizons. And the youth of America have a wonderful future ah ead. 

America can become, if its people so desire, the great moral leader 

in the world, and help .to bring about a world order of peace and 
_,. 

security. America ~ay become a moral leader in h lping to stablish 

the democratic way of life all over the world. The American people 
~ 

can establish on this gracious land economic justice for all with 

freedom and dignity for the individual. There can be abundunce for 

all of its people. There can be equality for all in friendliness and in 

tolerance. There is nothing to make these objectives unattainable, 

except lack of will, lack of courage, lack of vision, lack of faith 

·on the part of the American people. And as I look over the past 100 years 

and the century preceeding, I do not believe that the American people 

lack courage and faith and enterprise. And so I t11·nk we can face the 

coming century with a fair measure of confidenc and hope. 
- -- . 
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